
 
 

August 25th, 2021 Sent via email  

Los Angeles City Council  
Council President Nury Martinez  
200 North Spring Street   
Los Angeles, CA 90012  

RE: VAX UP LA/ Covid 19 Vaccination Requirement Eligible Indoor Spaces 
Including Retail (Council File 21-0878)  

Dear Council President Martinez and Fellow Councilmembers:  
On behalf of the Southern CA Coalition for Occupational Safety & Health (SoCalCOSH) I want 
to express our support for your leadership regarding the above referenced council action. The 
Southern California Coalition for Occupational Safety & Health (SoCalCOSH) advocates for 
safe, healthy, and secure jobs for all workers, and aims to disrupt the root causes of work-
related injuries, illnesses, and fatalities. We build worker power through coalition building with 
over 50 unions and worker centers in Southern California, direct action, and education & 
leadership development. The organization is founded on the principle that workplace injuries, 
illnesses, and deaths are preventable. As you know grocery and retail workers have been 
deemed essential workers during this Covid 19 pandemic, they continue to experiencing some 
of the highest rates of infection. On top of this they have been subject to anti-maskers and anti-
vaxxers, lack of on-site testing and social distancing, poor contact tracing, low staffing, and 
increased violence and theft. Just a couple weeks ago, a Rite Aid worker was tragically shot and 
killed while a customer tried to steal beer. This in unconscionable and unsustainable as we seek 
to recover from the devastation of the pandemic.  

Therefore, we strongly recommend that this ordinance include a well-trained, full time health 
and safety officer for each retail establishment. It is impossible for retail workers to maintain the 
store inside and enforce the vaccine requirement outside. Too often companies push the burden 
of enforcement onto their employees who are already understaffed. For example, in the City of 
West Hollywood an employee is assigned to each grocery store to enforce Covid 19 protocols 
including the mask mandate.1 A similar policy requirement can be included in this ordinance. The 
health and safety officer could enforce the vaccine and mask mandate and any other Covid 19 
orders. This position could also be another source of protection for workers and customers and 
monitor suspicious activity entering the retail establishment. A designated person, a health and 
safety officer could save the lives of thousands of Angelenos as we navigate the unprecedented 
nature of this pandemic.  

We strongly encourage the Los Angeles City Council to do everything to make this policy 
successful through strong enforcement. Retail companies must be part of the solution and staff 
their stores accordingly. During this crucial moment in the pandemic, Los Angeles should 
continue to lead and set precedent for other cities and counties to follow.  



 

Thank you.  
 

Alice Berliner, Director 

Southern CA Coalition for Occupational Safety & Health 
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$�<�Z��̂_̀ �_a�bacbdbce_f�ghi�h_j�_�̀kcbl_f�kmk̀ nobia�pqì �ohk�d_llba_obia�_ac�p_ff�eackq�ohk�r̀ kqbl_asbj_tbfbobkj�rlouvigkdkq�̂�lì nfkokfw�cbj_nnqidk�ip�ohbj�bffkx_f�tkh_dbiquyhkqk�_qk�ji�̀_aw�nkinfkghi�_qk�gbffbax�oi�ziba�_�lf_jj�_lobia�jebo�bp�akkc�tk�oi�join�ohbj�uyhk�̀_ac_ok�dbif_okj�ohk�abaoh_̀ kac̀ kao{�okaoh�_̀ kac̀ kao|�}o_okj�̀ejo�piffig�pkckq_f�f_g�_ac�ohk�~iajoboeobia��_ac�pieqokkaoh� ��� ��	$�	�cikja�o�̀_ookq�ghkohkq�boj�_�t_q{qkjo_eq_ao�iq�̀idbk�ohk_okq�ohbj�tf_o_aocbjlqb̀ba_obia�l_aaio�̀idk�piqg_qcûoj�_fji�dbif_okj�yhk��aqeh�~bdbf��bxhoj�rlo�_ac�~r�igaj�vk_foh�_gj�v�r�yv�r�s�}r��y��~�s����v}~�ŝ�̂}̂�����u�� }̂~���r����}�v�r�yv�r�s}r��y������̂}̂��}�����������������|�sbdbjbia����ka_lokc�tw�}o_oju�����{�~hu���u��~vr�y����u�uvè _a��mnkqb̀kao_obia���������������u���|�~h_nokq��u��_cckc�tw�}o_oju�����{�~hu����u���jklobia��uyhkqk�bj�_fji�ohk�c_o_�nqbd_lw�bjjekj�oh_o�lì k�oi�nf_wu��io�_ffigbax�ead_llba_okc�bacbdbce_fj�baoi�_a�kjo_tfbjh̀ kao�dbif_okj�ohk���oh�_̀ kac̀ kao�{tw�inkafwckawbax�_llkjj�_ac�jkqdblk�oi�ead_llba_okc�bacbdbce_fj�gbohieo�_�qbxho�oi�cek�nqilkjj�u�̂oj�_fjidbif_okj�ohk���oh�_̀ kac̀ kaou�yhkqk�bj�ai�pkckq_f�̀_ac_ok�piq�d_llba_obia�u�iq��kckq_f�k̀ nfiwkkjohkw�kbohkq�xko�d_llba_okc�iq�jet̀ bo�oi�gkk�fw�okjobax�vigkdkq�ohkw�_qk�aio�ckabkc�_�zit�iqokq̀ ba_okc�t_jkc�ia�d_llba_obia�jo_oej�_fiaku�}o_okj�_qk�oi�piffig�pkckq_f�f_g�iq�ohk�liajoboeobiaghblh�jenkqjkckj�jo_ok�f_gu�yhbj�̀_ac_ok�gbff�lqk_ok��jkn_q_ok�teo�k�e_f���_ac�nkqnkoe_ok��b̀�~qig}ieoh�f_gju�eqohkq̀ iqk�ohk��r�~bow�~iealbf��_qk�aio�tkbax�oq_ajn_qkao�oi�ohk�netfbl�_j�oi�ohk�p_lobacbdbce_fj�gboh�̀kcbl_f�kmk̀ nobiaj�oi�ohk�~��̂s���d_llbak�vr���y��������� ŷy�s�ba�ohkkjo_tfbjh̀ kao����bp�aio�oh_o�dbif_okj�ohk�r̀ kqbl_a�sbj_tbfbow�rlourlliqcbax�oi�rsr�wie�l_aaiocbjlqb̀ba_ok�_x_bajo�ohijk�oh_o�h_dk�_�̀kcbl_f�kmk̀ nobiau�skawbax�kaoqw�oi�_a�ead_llba_okcbacbdbce_f�ghi�h_j�nqiip�ip�kmk̀ nobia�gbohieo�nqidbcbax�qk_jia_tfk�_llì `ic_obiaj�bj�bffkx_fu�rj�_�̂acbdbce_f�ghi�p_ffj�ba�ohbj�l_okxiqw{�̂�cia�o�pkkf�bo�jhiefc�tk�aklkjj_qw�̂�h_dk�oi�qkdk_f�̀w�ghifk`kcbl_f�hbjoiqw�oi�xi�baoi�_�jenkq̀ _q�ko�iq�_�qkjo_eq_aou�q�oi�h_dk�oi�_j��piq�qk_jia_tfk_llì `ic_obiaj�ghka�kdkqwiak�_o�ohbj�nibao�ba�~_fbpiqab_�bj�qk�ebqkc�oi�gk_q�_�̀_j��baciiqj�oinqkdkao�peqohkq��#<���$\��ghw�jhiefc�̂�tk�oqk_okc�_aw�cbppkqkaofw���̂a�_ccbobia�{ohkqk�tklì kj�_dbif_obia�ip�nqbd_lw�bp�wie�h_dk�oi�jhig�̀kcbl_f�qkliqcj�ghka�h_dbax�_a�kmk̀ nobia�ba�iqckq�oi�ciaiq̀ _f�_lobdbobkjuyhbj��bac�ip�bffkx_f�tkh_dbiq�tkbax�_ffigkc�peqohkq�nkqnkoq_okj�ohk�̀woh�oh_o��oh_oohk��ead_llba_okc��_qk�ohk�iafw�iakj�qkjniajbtfk�piq�jnqk_cbax�~idbc���iq�oh_o�ohk��ead_llba_okcbacbdbce_f�bj�ohk�l_qqbkq�_ac�h_j�ohk�dbqej�_ac�bj�jnqk_cbax�bo�_o�oh_o�̀ì kao��gbohieo�nqiipu�yhbj�bj�_thiqqkao�{ghka�ba�p_lo�ohk�~s~�h_j�qklkaofw�jhiga�joecbkj�oh_o�aio�iafw�l_a�_�d_llba_okcbacbdbce_f�jnqk_c�ohk�d_qb_ao�dbqej�|ghbfk�jobff�tkbax�d_llba_okc��teo�_fji�ghka�bapklokc�gboh�~idbc��l_qqbkj�_j�̀elh�ip�ohk�dbqej�ba�ohkbq�aijoqbfj�_j�_a�ead_llba_okc�nkqjia�ghi�tklì kj�bapklokcu� hblhg_j�nqidkc�_ac�_c̀ bookc�tw�ohk�~s~�_pokq�ohk��qidbckalk�{�r�ieotqk_���"		#�������$���"���	��#��	$�� �"���	"�������9����#<�!����	������!�����	�<��&�!������	����~s~h_j�jo_okc�peffw�d_llba_okc�bacbdbce_fj�l_a�jobff�h_dk�¡tqk_�ohqiexh¢l_jkj�ghblh�jnqk_c�ohk
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