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A people cannot have the consciousness of being self-governed 
unless they attend themselves to the things over against their own doors. 
The real imperialism, the real oppression, the real political slavery 
is the intrusion of power from without into a local condition. 
If we are to have self-government in the large, 
we must first have it in the small. 
Government must be distributed among 
localities according to local interests. 
The conditions that reign at a distance, 
the desires of men who live at a distance, 
must not determine the life of any community.

If we are to keep our local institutions pure, 
a second condition must be that every individual 
citizen does his part; voting and other political 
actions must be conceived as a duty, not merely as a 
privilege. If we leave the management of our affairs 
to men who want to get office or emolument for 
themselves or their friends, or to men who have 
set themselves apart to the special work of 
running politics, then have we accepted an 
oligarchy--we are no longer a democracy. 
When no one is willing to do anything for 
the city except those who expect to get 
out of the city something that they 
perhaps do not deserve, then is 
the city in genuine trouble 
and well on the way to 
destruction.


