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Please see the appended email sent to CD5 on March 3, 2023.
THIS EMAIL DOCUMENTS TEN (10) MORE UNAPPROVED
OIL WELL PROJECTS - "MAINTENANCE ACIDIZATION" -
EXECUTED AT THE WEST PICO DRILL SITE FROM 2013
TO 2021. * Two "maintenance acidization" projects were
executed in October 2021, while NASE's CEQA appeal was open
on City Council's desk. * One "maintenance acidization" project
was executed in July 2020, in between the two ZA public hearings
on the review case (which were held July 9 and August 27, 2020).
* There is a stark pattern of open contempt for the law, the public,
the ZA, and for City Council. * What can one expect if the City
will not enforce its Code and its obligations to implement CEQA?
Until the City acts, the City will continue to invite this kind of
noncompliance.
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Subject: 10 More Unapproved/Prohibited Projects at West Pico, including "maintenance acidization" in July 2020 and Oct 2021
From:

Date: 3/3/2023, 3:14 PM

To: Katy Yaroslavsky <katy.yaroslavsky@Iacity.org>, Gary Gero <gary.gero@I|acity.org>, Kristen Pawling
<kristen.pawling@Ilacity.org>

CC:

Dear Katy, Gary, and Kristen
We keep finding more.

PCEC's new pending project to rework the casing on well APl 0403721035 is just the most recent oil well project initiated at West Pico without
application to or even notification of the ZA. It is not the only unapproved oil well project initiated at West Pico while the CEQA appeal has been
open on City Council's Desk, and the total number of unapproved projects keeps growing.

In addition to all the other unapproved oil well projects we have previously documented, there have also been ten (10) ""maintenance
acidization" projects executed on wells at West Pico from 2013 through 2022, all without ZA reviews and approvals required by City Code
and without CEQA clearance of any kind.

Two ""maintenance acidization projects were executed in October 2021, while NASE's CEQA appeal was open on City
Council's desk.

One "maintenance acidization" project was executed in July 2020, in between the two ZA public hearings on the review case.
There is a stark pattern of open contempt for the law, the public, the ZA, and for City Council.

¢ In October 2021, with NASE's CEQA appeal (CF21-1025) open on the desk of City Council, PCEC executed two oil well
maintenance projects (“maintenance acidizing") on oil wells at West Pico.

e OnJuly 28, 2020, in between the two public hearings held by the ZA in the PA2 review (1st on July 9 and 2nd on August 27,
2020), PCEC executed an oil well maintenance project ("maintenance acidizing) on an oil well at West Pico.

e Since 2013, when SCAQMD's Rule 1148.2 first required it, SCAQMD received notifications from PCEC of ten (10)
"maintenance acidization" or "acidization" projects that were executed on oil wells at the West Pico Drill Site, including the two
projects executed in October 2021 and the July 2020 project.

e The SCAQMD Notification forms have a required field for the oil company to indicate the presence of a "Sensitive
Receptor" (e.g., homes, schools, etc) within 1,500 feet of the oil well. On the Notifications for the last seven projects, from
September 2016 to October 2021, PCEC failed to fill in this required field, in open disregard of the homes that are less than 100
feet from the Drill Site and a school that is less than 200 feet from the Drill Site.

Documentation of the projects:

An "Event Notification Search" on SCAQMD's Rule 1148.2 Qil and Gas Wells Activity Notification database (
http://xappprod.agmd.gov/r1148pubaccessportal/Home/Index ) using the facility ID# 98158 as the search term produces a list of fifteen
(15) Notifications for "maintenance acidizing" and "acidizing" projects from 2013 through 2021.

Five of the Notifications are for project Cancellations.
Ten (10) Notifications are for projects that were executed. Copies of those ten Notifications are attached to this email.

Here are details on the three most recent ""maintenance acidization" projects, executed in 2020 and 2021 during the course of
the ZA review and the CEQA appeal case that is still pending in City Council:

o PCEC submitted notice for a July 28, 2020 "maintenance acidizing project” on well APl 0403721284. (note: date is for the
project, not submission of the Notification)

o PCEC submitted notice for an October 11, 2021 "maintenance acidizing" project on well APl 0403721284.

o PCEC submitted notice for an October 28, 2021 "maintenance acidizing" project on well API 0403726615.

On these and four more projects going back to September 2016, PCEC failed to fill out the "Sensitive Receptor" section of the
Notification, showing disregard for the community and for regulations.

On all ten projects, PCEC disregarded the City Code requirement to apply to the ZA for approval, which also constitutes a CEQA
violation since the required ZA review is discretionary and would trigger a CEQA case.

And PCEC was brazen enough to do this while the PA2 ZA case and CEQA appeal were open. They seem to have contempt for City
law, CEQA, the City Council, the ZA, and the community.

Pertinent City Code requirements and ZA processes in effect at the time, as explained recently by the Chief ZA:

As the Chief ZA has recently written in ZA-2022-8997-ZAl (a Zoning Administrator Interpretation of City Code provisions
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about "well maintenance'), at the time these projects were initiated the ""Pertinent LAMC Section 13.01.H and Section 13.01.1"
required ZA approval to undertake maintenance projects and expressly prohibited such projects if they did not have ZA
approval in advance.

The Chief ZA noted that the Code did "*not specify what activities might constitute a desire to ‘maintain an oil well."" The Chief
ZA explained that, therefore, "'In the past several decades the Zoning Administrator has reviewed and determined when a
proposed scope of work at a drill site qualifies as a well maintenance project on a case by case basis."

» There were no applications to the ZA for any of these ten (10) oil well maintenance projects. The ZA did not review them and
make a determination "on a case by case basis," as the Chief ZA claims the ZA had been doing. There was not even a review of
the July 2020 project that was executed in between the two ZA public hearings, nor of the two projects executed in October 2021
when CEQA appeal was pending in City Council.

e Instead, just like when the West Pico Drill Site operator drilled a new well in 2005-06 without application to the ZA while the ZA
had an open two-year post-"Modernization Project™ checkup review open on his desk, during the course of the current review and
CEQA appeal PCEC has continued to initiate well projects in violation of City Code and CEQA right under the City's nose.

There is really no doubt that the ""maintenance acidizing" projects executed by PCEC at West Pico constitute the kind of well
maintenance that counted as projects to "'maintain an oil well"* under City Code throughout the time period. The Chief ZA says
so in her Zoning Administrator Interpretation.

¢ City Code did not change its definition of "maintain an oil well" between 2021 and today, and there is no reason to believe there
has been a shift in the meaning of that term in the last two years in the eyes of the ZA.

o The Chief ZA cited a 2017 study of "routine maintenance acidizing projects” and declared that such projects have "potential
negative external effects on community public health and on the environment." The Chief ZA maintained that the "Zoning
Administrator's review" under LAMC 13.01.H and 13.01.1 allows for the mitigation of a wide range "potential impacts"” that these
projects can have on the environment.

e Even if there had been a shift in the meaning of the word ""maintain an oil well," the Chief ZA's declaration about the process
by which the ZA had for ""decades'" made determinations of "*'when a proposed scope of work at a drill site qualifies as a well
maintenance project on a case by case basis" is the critical point because there was no such "'case by case'" review and
determination for any of these projects.

The Chief ZA further made it clear that in 2021, under LAMC 13.01.H and 13.01.1, and under ZA Memo 133, a discretionary
review with a public hearing was required, and that one of the purposes would be to **further reduce, if necessary, any land use
impacts.”

e The Chief ZA then listed an array of potential public health and environmental impacts, and the Chief ZA specifically discussed
"routine maintenance acidizing" as one of the kinds of projects needing this level of discretionary review under the law in force in
2021.

» Discretionary review triggers a CEQA case and the Chief ZA's recognition of potential for environmental impact should make a
Categorical Exemption inappropriate. But of course there were no applications, no reviews, and no CEQA clearances of any kind
- only violations of City Code by executing projects that were prohibited because they did not have the Code-required approvals.

The ""maintenance acidizing'* project executed between the two ZA public hearings and _the two ""maintenance acidizing"* projects
executed while the CEQA appeal has been pending_in City Council are remarkably brazen.

Clearly the only message that oil companies hear from the West Pico Drill Site case, so far, is that they can ignore City law and CEQA
at will. Requirements and prohibitions mean nothing if there is no enforcement.

The West Pico Drill Site case is in the hands of City Council where, fortunately, Council Members "have the opportunity right now to
take a stand against ongoing violations" and put a stop to this dangerous behavior at West Pico and other Drill Sites in the City.

Copies of the documents referenced above are attached, and snapshots of key passages are appended below my signature.

Yours,

Prof. Michael Salman
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SCAQMD Rule 1148.2 Notification Documents
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— Attachments:
ZA-2022-8997-ZAl-Well_Maintenance ZA guidance.pdf 813 KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB - 10-14-13 WP 40 0403721284.pdf 317 KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 11-23-15 maintenance acidizing 0403726615.pdf 349 KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 4-18-16 maintenance acidizing 0403721284.pdf 329 KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 9-15-16 maintenance acidizing 04037210350.pdf 331 KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 10-26-16 maintenance acidizing 0403721098.pdf 330KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 6-9-17 maintenance acidizing 0403721284.pdf 330KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 1-31-18 maintenance acidizing 0403721284.pdf 334 KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 7-28-20 maintenance acidizing 0403721284.pdf 350 KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 10-11-21 maintenance acidizing 0403721284.pdf 349 KB
SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 10-28-21 maintenance acidizing 0403726615.pdf 350 KB

11 of 11 3/5/2023,10:32 AM























































































	email 5   redacted
	Combined Attachments
	ZA-2022-8997-ZAI-Well_Maintenance ZA guidance
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB - 10-14-13 WP 40 0403721284
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 11-23-15 maintenance acidizing 0403726615
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 4-18-16 maintenance acidizing 0403721284
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 9-15-16 maintenance acidizing 04037210350
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 10-26-16 maintenance acidizing 0403721098
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 6-9-17 maintenance acidizing 0403721284
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 1-31-18 maintenance acidizing 0403721284
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 7-28-20 maintenance acidizing 0403721284
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 10-11-21 maintenance acidizing 0403721284
	SCAQMD R1148.2 (d) Notification - PB 10-28-21 maintenance acidizing 0403726615




