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Proposed First Amendment with Dr. J. David Wheat, Jr.  

to provide equine veterinary services for the  
Los Angeles Police Department.  

 
This contract amendment is authorized for execution.   

Please see the City Administrative Officer report attached.  
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Report From
OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Analysis of Proposed Contract 
($25,000 or Greater and Longer than Three Months) 

To: The Mayor Date: C.D. No.
--

CAO File No.:
0150-11239-0001 

Contracting Department/Bureau: 
Police Department 

Contact: 
James T. Aceron, (213) 486-0112 

Reference: Board of Police Commissioners Transmittal dated July 28, 2021; Supplemental information received August 
30, 2021. 

Purpose of Contract: To provide equine veterinary services for the Los Angeles Police Department 

Type of Contract: 
(  ) New contract  
(X) Amendment, C-132556

Contract Term Dates: 
December 14, 2018 through December 13, 2023 (two-year extension) 

Contract/Amendment Amount: Amount not to exceed $25,000/year 

Proposed amount $50,000 + Prior award(s) $75,000 =  Total $125,000 
Source of funds: General Fund 
Name of Contractor: Dr. J. David Wheat, Jr., DVM  

Address: 1009 North Santa Anita Avenue, Arcadia, California 91006 
Yes No N/A Contractor has complied with: Yes No N/A

1. Council has approved the purpose X 8. Business Inclusion Program X 
2. Appropriated funds are available X 9. Equal Benefits & First Source Hiring Ordinances X 
3. Charter Section 1022 findings completed X 10. Contractor Responsibility Ordinance X 
4. Proposals have been requested X 11. Slavery & Border Wall Disclosure Ordinances X 
5. Risk Management review completed X 12. Bidder Certification CEC Form 50 X 
6. Standard Provisions for City Contracts included X 13. Prohibited Contributors (Bidders) CEC Form 55 X 
7. Workforce that resides in the City:    0% 14. California Iran Contracting Act of 2010 X 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council, subject to the approval of the Mayor, authorize the Chief of Police, or designee, 
to execute a First Amendment to Contract No. C-132556 with Dr. J. David Wheat, Jr., DVM to provide 
equine veterinary medical care for the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) Metropolitan Division 
Mounted Platoon’s horses for an amount not to exceed $25,000 per year for a term effective December 
14, 2018 through December 13, 2023, subject to the review and approval of the City Attorney as to 
form. 

SUMMARY 

The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) requests authority to execute a First Amendment to the 
professional services agreement with Dr. J. David Wheat, Jr., DVM (Dr. Wheat) to provide equine 
veterinary medical care for the Los Angeles Police Department Metropolitan Division Mounted 
Platoon’s horses. The LAPD’s proposed First Amendment would extend the current contract term by 
two years from December 13, 2021 to December 13, 2023, to allow the LAPD sufficient time to conduct 
a new competitive bid process for these services. 
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The City issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) on March 22, 2018 in order to secure the services of a 
veterinarian that would provide 24-hour veterinary care for the LAPD Mounted Unit. Dr. Wheat was the 
only bidder to attend the mandatory pre-proposal conference and submit a proposal. The LAPD’s 
Contracts Division along with the LAPD’s Metropolitan Division Mounted Unit reviewed Dr. Wheat’s 
proposal and determined that Dr. Wheat possessed the necessary experience and qualifications to 
provide the required level of service to the Department. The Board of Police Commissioners 
subsequently authorized the LAPD to negotiate a contract with Dr. Wheat on July 31, 2018, and 
subsequently executed Contract No. C-132556 on December 14, 2018.  
 
Dr. Wheat will continue to provide veterinary medical care for the LAPD Metropolitan Division Mounted 
Platoon horses, including, but not limited to, scheduled health examinations, preventive medicine and 
treatments for existing conditions, shots, minor surgical procedures and emergency care. Dr. Wheat 
will also continue to be required to be on-call seven days a week, twenty-four hours per day, for routine 
or emergency medical treatment and will provide the highest priority in treating LAPD horses in the 
event of a life-threatening situation.  
 
On October 24, 2018, a Charter Section 1022 Determination was completed by the Personnel 
Department, which concluded that two City classifications, Veterinarian and Veterinarian Technician, 
could perform the work requested. The LAPD contacted the two City departments (Department of 
Animal Services and the Los Angeles Zoo) that employ personnel in these classifications to inquire 
about the feasibility of either Department loaning staff to perform the requested work. The LAPD 
received a negative reply from both Departments. This Office determined that it would be more feasible 
to utilize a contractor instead of City staff to provide these services since there is insufficient existing 
City staff available. Further, additional City staff cannot be employed and trained in a timely manner to 
meet the Department’s immediate needs.  
 
In accordance with the provision of Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 10.5(a), Council approval 
of the proposed First Amendment is required, as the total term of the agreement now exceeds three 
years.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
There is a General Fund impact of up to $25,000 each year of the proposed two-year extension. 
Funding for the contract is available in the 2021-22 Adopted Budget. Funding for the contract in  
2022-23 will be subject to available funding provided during the budget development process.   
 
FINANCIAL POLICIES STATEMENT 
 
The recommendation in this report complies with the City Financial Policies in that the City’s financial 
obligation is limited to funds budgeted for this purpose. 
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