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The Breaking Bread Coalition in support of SB 1383: Composting Infrastructure
Investments are Essential to Long-Term Resilience & Healthy Food Production
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Dear Mayor Garcetti,

We are a diverse and passionate coalition of advocates representing nonprofits, businesses,
media creators, and growers from the Los Angeles region (started as an affiliated group of
California Climate and Agriculture Network). We, the “Breaking Bread Coalition,” are committed
to advocating for strategies that address the intersection of the climate crisis and food
insecurity, while reviving degraded land. We write today because we believe that your
administration has an important and powerful opportunity to rebuild our soils and create
healthier communities through expanded composting of organics under the implementation of
SB 1383 (Short-Lived Climate Pollutants bill signed into law in 2016). Specifically, we support
the composting of organic material over incineration, anaerobic digestion, and traditional
wastewater treatment because of the myriad of social and environmental benefits that it has.

We believe it is especially important that the bill continues on track and is enacted with as little
delay as possible. Los Angeles County can facilitate the production of an immense amount of
much-needed compost.

Compost is a vital resource due to its ability to

e Increase soil fertility

e Increase drought resilience and increase soil water holding capacity (reduce runoff and
soil loss)
Help plant-covered land sequester more carbon
Increase soil biodiversity and therefore above-ground biodiversity
Help farmers reduce costly and toxic inputs (fertilizers, pesticides) and become more
resilient to extreme weather events

We understand that establishing large scale composting facilities is a significant undertaking
and that COVID-19 presents additional challenges to implementation. By prioritizing the
construction and use of local compost facilities, Los Angeles has an opportunity to set a
precedent for the rest of the state and nationally, which makes these next steps all the more
important for transforming agriculture, health, sanitation, and the food system overall in
California. Please consider us a friend and partner in this large scale transition that urgently
needs to happen, as we are here to support you. Thank you for taking the time to consider our
request, to implement a positive shift in our community by way of composting and supporting SB
1383.

Sincerely,

Breaking Bread
Healthy Soils Coalition



Signatures:

Oliver English
Co-Founder & CEO, Common Table Creative
Founder, Breaking Bread Coalition

Finian Makepeace
Co-Founder & Policy Director, Kiss The Ground

Callie Ham, Kiss The Ground

Arohi Sharma
Policy Analyst: Water, Agriculture & Nature program | Natural Resources Defense Council

Ellen Lee
Program Coordinator, Water Initiatives | Natural Resources Defense Council

Olympia Auset
Founder, SuprMarkt

Monique Figueiredo
Founder, Compostable LA

Aria McLauchlan,
Co-Founder & Executive Director, Land Core

Matthew Miller & Cindy Chi
Citizens Climate Lobby

Olivia Marciano
Director, Marciano Art Foundation

Alyson Schill,
Co-Founder, REFEED
Former Co-Chair, Working Group for Food waste Prevescue, LAFPC

Josh Lobe
Founder & CEO, Rustic Canyon Restaurant Group

Mary Sue Miliken
Co-Owner, Border Gill & Socalo



Areli Ramirez,
Volunteer Coordinator, Sprouts of Promise By Farmer Mark

Alicia Papanek
California Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (CAND), Los Angeles District (LAD),

Ronnell Hampton, MAUS
Senior Program Associate, Healthy Neighborhood Market Network
Los Angeles Food Policy Council

Samantha Teslik, Senior Manager Backyard Harvest, Food Forward

Lucia Garcia,
Program Director, St. Francis Center

Dan Fujiwara
Fountain Community Gardens
Steering Committee, Co-Chair

Anna Hopkins
Partner & Chef, Hank % Bean
Co-Founder, Agency Relations, Farm2People

Amy Powell
Coach + Founder, ATTAINABLE

David Greenfeld
Co-Founder & CEO, Dreampops

Christy Wilhelmi,
Founder, Gardenerd

Georgia Tunioli
The Bay Foundation, Community Engagement Program Manager

Barbara Ishida
Neighbors Building a Better Altadena

Kaitlin Mogentale
Founder, Pulp pantry

Jes McBride,
Founder/Director, Open Silo



Karle Montgomery
LA Food Policy Council Working Group on Food Waste

Derek Polka
Policy & Research Manager, Los Angeles Regional Food Bank

Areli Ramirez
Sprouts of Promise, Volunteer Coordinator

Dorrit Ragosine / Founder
Social Change Public Relations & Marketing

Jeanne Kuntz
Mar Vista Green Tent Teacher

Tanzi Jackson
Food Forward, Farmers Market Recovery Program Coordinator

Aubrey Yarbrough
Community Development Manager, Farmer Mark

Natalie Lessa
Waste Lessa Consulting, Owner and Principal Consultant.

Anet Aguilar
Latinx Outreach, GMO-Free California

Diana Weynand
Climate Reality Project, San Fernando Valley Chapter Chair | LA Chapter Liaison

UC Santa Cruz, representative of Sustainable Systems Research (SSR)

Caitlin Keller
Farmers market buyer

Devorah Brous, Farm Soil 2 Soul

LA Food Policy Council Working Group on Food Waste & Prevention

Elan Okonsky, Devorah Brous, Jessica Ferree, Olivia Dickerson, Julie Laws



