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Thank you for the opportunity to write today. I am a Slow Streets
Volunteer for "Mar Vista Slow Streets" representing St. Andrew's
Lutheran Church. I am writing the following testimony as an
individual. I urge you to support this motion and to encourage the
Department of Transportation to quickly respond with steps
forward for Slow Streets Communities and communities wishing
to become Slow Streets communities. During the Stay at Home
Order and through until today, the Slow Streets program has been
a good program in Mar Vista. With a minimal investment from
the city, and countless volunteer hours from residents, Slow
Streets signs were put up and maintained. In addition to creating
safe places for people of all ages to recreate, it created confidence
among community members to take advantage of the space to get
creative with unofficial community events including weekly "Lite
Brite Bike Rides", a "Socially Distanced Halloween" Map and
bicycle themed fundraisers for the local school. However, ever
since LADOT reorganized the Slow Streets program so that it
now falls on the district offices for next steps, the program has
pretty much vanished city-wide. In Mar Vista, we decided earlier
to scale back the program a little, leaving us with extra signs we
can deploy for events such as the upcoming Halloween weekend
and our volunteers remain engaged. However, we are told that the
city is no longer moving on "permanent slow streets" as promised
in late 2020, no longer fulfilling sign replacement requests, no
longer taking requests from Slow Streets communities to expand
or modify their program and no longer taking applications for new
Slow Streets programs. [ write this testimony from two POV's.
One one hand, of course I want the permanent Slow Streets for
our neighborhood. Portions of Mar Vista that have the program
don't have sidewalks or marked street crossings. Other parts have
trafficked (both motorized and non-motorized) areas between
Richland Avenue School and St. Andrew's Lutheran Church.
Bringing the permanent Slow Street promised to fulfillment could
mean great things. As a former editor of Streetsblog LA, I want
every community to experience the success that we had in Mar
Vista. Anything the city can do to bring back this low-cost,
extremely popular program to improve safety and increase access
to our public spaces is much appreciated.
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Regarding slow streets: This program was to be a temporary
program during COVID to allow kids to play in the streets. The
city could have worked with LAUSD and opened up the
playgrounds, running tracks, etc for neighborhoods to use but no
there were liability issues which to my knowledge the city hasn't
addressed or has pushed off onto the group that will sponsor the
"slow street". The bike lobby was instrumental in getting this
program. How about instead of starting new programs could we
fix the broken sidewalks FIRST. Everyone uses those. We were
told with our road diet we couldn't have some of the very elements
you list in the motion to calm our residential streets from the
16-20K cars that left Venice Blvd. FIX the known consequences
from road diets before you start yet another program. How can
residents support anything coming out of city hall when it is
obvious there are back door deals going on. FIX what is broken
first before starting something new.
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I'm writing in strong support of this motion. Slow Streets has been
a boon to my Mar Vista neighborhood, where street activities
(such as a family biking club) have flourished and drivers take
more care in traversing our residential roads. The benefits do vary,
however, with whether the street signage is in place or not (the
simple traffic A-frame signs are sometimes moved or damaged),
and the uptick in vehicle speeds and carelessness is quite
noticeable when they're not. LADOT's original intention to make
the programs permanent and more robust seems to have been
shelved, and I would like to see this intention acted upon. I also
believe the program should be made available to more City
neighborhoods, as all Angelenos deserve to reap the benefits of
slower, quieter, and safer residential streets. Thank you.



