


 
 

- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT - 
 

 
Council File: 14-0348-S1 
 
Title: School Safety Zone Speed Limits / Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Strategic Plan 
 
Position: For if Amended 
 
 
Council File: 21-1223 
 
Title: Speed Limit Reduction / Fatal and Severe Injury Collision Streets / AB 43 
(Friedman) / Vulnerable Road Users / Vision Zero Goals 
 
Position: Neutral 
 
 
Summary: 
 
In Westwood, there are elementary, middle, and high schools in close proximity to 
drivers rushing on Sunset Boulevard and Kinross Avenue, creating dangerous 
environments for children. For example, in the past 10 years within 0.25 miles of Geffen 
Academy, there have been 93 reported pedestrian or bicycle crashes that resulted in 
complaints of pain– 6 of which included a fatality or severe injury.1 With the recent 
passage of AB 382 (Berman), Los Angeles has the opportunity to reform school zone 
speed limits and operational hours, and set a regional example for how to utilize this 
bill to improve school zone safety for children.  
 
Beginning January 1st, 2026, local jurisdictions can choose to implement 15 mph 
school zone speed limits within 500 feet of a school on roads that have two travel 
lanes and a speed limit of 30 mph or less. For other school roads with 3 or more travel 
lanes jurisdictions can implement 20 mph school zone speed limits. Notably, this law 
also makes 20 mph school zone speed limits mandatory in 2031 (with 15 mph 
remaining optional). For any road that isn’t already 25 mph, localities can also choose 
to assign a 25 mph limit for an additional 1000 feet from the school zone. Thus, we ask 
that a 25 mph limit 1500 feet from schools, and 15-20 mph within 500 feet of the 
schools be implemented. 
 

1. TIMS - Transportation Injury Mapping System. Accessed October 16, 2025. 
https://tims.berkeley.edu/tools/srts/ 



 
 

With AB 382, cities also now have the option to choose the operational hours of 
school zones, rather than the previous “when children are present” which is 
difficult to enforce and even difficult for drivers to comply with. More intuitive 
and enforceable options now include signage that says “when flashing” with a 
flashing beacon, or lists specified school zone hours. For maximum effect, 
flashing signs with vehicle speed feedback can be utilized. We ask that this 
allowance be used to ensure that school zones are in effect, at a minimum, for all 
operational hours of a school (including all before- and after-school programs, 
sporting events, etc) with an additional 30-60 minute buffer. In some contexts, it 
could be appropriate to just keep these in effect at all times.  
 
This school zone reform would be a significant safety improvement for children in Los 
Angeles. Although flashing signs and radar feedback add cost to the implementation, 
they would make compliance rates far higher at key locations and can be 
implemented in phases. The North Westwood Neighborhood Council calls upon city 
leadership and staff to make this a priority for implementation as soon as it becomes 
law in 2026.  
 

 


