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February 19, 2025 
 
 
 
Honorable Tim McOsker 
Los Angeles City Councilmember, CD15 aka The One-Five 
City Hall, 200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Via email:  Councilmember.McOsker@lacity.org 
 
RE:   Housing Element Relief from Builder’s Remedy 
 
Councilmember McOsker, 
  
Whereas the City faces new challenges in meeting its State-assigned RHNA housing goals; 
Whereas in addition to experiencing the loss of a significant number of housing units due to fire and the 
resulting need to rebuild/replace them, there will be significant new demands placed on the need for 
construction workers and construction materials that will have an impact on the overall cost of 
construction; 
 
Whereas demands impact available supply, the increased costs may render planned projects infeasible – 
thus stunting the City ’s ability to meet RHNA goals; 
 
Whereas the City is unable to control these variables and should not find itself at risk from the application 
of Builder’s Remedy; 
 
Whereas with the recent fires (and the introduction of tariffs on building materials), many approved and 
proposed housing projects will no longer "pencil out" as labor and materials will go up in cost and that will 
affect housing production; 
 
Whereas cities can approve projects (and have done so only to see them stall when insurance costs and 
other items changed the project balance sheets) but they cannot guarantee they will be built; 
 
Whereas Builder's Remedy will automatically apply if goals and benchmarks to goals are not met; 
 
Whereas RHNA was a challenge when adopted but is now inconsistent with current community 
objectives; 
 
Whereas Builder’s Remedy, when applied during this time of disaster response, will bring with it 
heightened opportunities for developers to prey on vulnerable disaster victims; 
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Whereas it is the City’s role to plan for development that creates livable, sustainable communities and not 
merely to incentivize housing production; and 
 
Whereas Builder’s Remedy does nothing to promote livable communities but rather it punishes neighbors 
and neighborhoods with out-of-scale development often in locations where it will damage overall livability 
and compromise public safety. 
 
Resolved, the Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council requests Councilmember McOsker to introduce 
a measure to City Council stating that the City include in its 2025-2026 State Legislative Program 
SUPPORT and/or SPONSORSHIP for any legislation that would result in amendments to the State 
Density Bonus Laws and Housing Accountability measures to suspend the application of BUILDER’S 
REMEDY in the current Housing Cycle for those cities/municipalities in Los Angeles County that have 
adopted /approved Housing Elements. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 

 

Doug Epperhart, President 
On behalf of the Coastal San Pedro Neighborhood Council Board 
 
CC: 
Anissa Raja, Legislative Director, Office of Councilmember Tim McOsker CD15 
Anissa.Raja@lacity.org 
Drew Leach, San Pedro Field Deputy, Office of Councilmember Tim McOsker, CD-15 
drew.leach@lacity.org 
Pamela Thornton, Planning Director, Office of Councilmember Tim McOsker CD15 
pamela.thornton@lacity.org 
Diana Nave, Northwest San Pedro Neighborhood Council 
diananave@gmail.com 
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