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Council, The story of Los Angeles and the environmental
conditions we live in cannot be separated from our history as an
oil-rich region. In the early twentieth century, Los Angeles
became one of the world's largest oil producers, generating nearly
a quarter of the world’s oil supply. Today, there are more than
5,000 active, idle, and orphan wells in the City of Los Angeles.
They are next to schools, community centers, and homes. Nearly
75% of active wells in the City are located near ‘sensitive land
use’ facilities. The fact is that 3.3 million residents of Los
Angeles County live near an uncapped oil well, and over 500,000
residents live within 1300 ft of a well. There are 68 named oil
fields in the Los Angeles basin alone, representing thousands of
wells and billions of gallons of oil. Living near an oil well or on
an oil field causes great harm to personal and collective health.
Exposure to toxic chemicals found in oil wells, such as benzene
and methane, is directly linked to an increase in dizziness,
headaches, respiratory system irritation, skin conditions,
respiratory diseases, chronic illness, cardiac events, strokes,
preterm births, and cancer. From the San Fernando Valley to the
Harbor, uncapped oil wells are a silent public health and
environmental crisis that has and will continue to harm,
incapacitate, and kill millions of Angelenos. The harm is borne
disproportionately by working-class communities of color. The
front-line communities living near two of the largest oil fields in
the city, the Wilmington and LA City Oil Fields, are majority
Black and Latine and majority working poor. The vast majority of
communities surrounding the Inglewood Oil Field, the largest
urban oil field in the country, are Black and Latine. A
community-based study conducted by Occidental College, the
University of Colorado, and STAND-LA surveyed communities
living near active drill sites on the La Cienega Oil Field; the
households included reported being 90% non-white, and 75%
renters with an average income of just over $22,000. This study
found higher asthma rates, respiratory irritations, and conditions
in University Park and West Adams residents living near the drill
sites. There are similar experiences and stories across the City, we
cannot continue to allow such blatant examples of environmental
racism and injustice. No council district is immune from the harm
of uncapped oil wells; this is a crisis that cuts across



of uncapped oil wells; this is a crisis that cuts across
demographics and zip codes. There are active, idle, and orphan
wells in Mar Vista, San Pedro, the Fairfax District, Baldwin Hills,
Vista Hermosa, Porter Ranch, Pacoima, and every corner of the
City. The right to clean air, clean water, and healthy homes is
fundamental and applies to us all. We have a right not to be
poisoned where we are living. Unsafe development on or near
uncapped oil wells has only exacerbated a delicate situation.
Without proper precautions and enforceable standards,
development on or near oil wells can trap dangerous and
explosive gases, make it impossible to cap wells, and even trigger
oil spills. Residents of the Vista Hermosa Heights community at
the heart of the LA City Oil Field report foul odors, constant
methane alarms, and oil leaks/spills in recent developments. New
and existing residents are being exposed to toxic substances and
are under constant threat of combustion, oftentimes without their
knowledge. Urgent action is needed to address this crisis and
protect current and future LA residents. CF 21-1395-S1 takes a
much-needed first step to strengthen City oil safety and
community toxic hazard protections. We urge you to vote yes on
this item to begin the process of creating City policies that protect
public health, establish safe development standards, ensure
accountability, and include community knowledge and
experience. We look forward to working with the Mayor, the
Council, and the departments named in the motion to bring
forward policies that protect and uplift all Angelenos. 



 

        
 

 
 

 
 
May 13th, 2025 
 
Honorable Marqueece Harris Dawson, President 
and Honorable Members of the LA City Council 
Los Angeles City Hall 
 
Dear Council President Harris Dawson and Members of the City Council, 
 

The story of Los Angeles and the environmental conditions we live in cannot be 
separated from our history as an oil-rich region. In the early twentieth century, Los Angeles 
became one of the world's largest oil producers, generating nearly a quarter of the world’s oil 
supply.  
 
​ Today, there are more than 5,000 active, idle, and orphan wells in the City of Los 
Angeles. They are next to schools, community centers, and homes. Nearly 75% of active wells in 
the City are located near ‘sensitive land use’ facilities. The fact is that  3.3 million residents of 
Los Angeles County live near an uncapped oil well, and over 500,000 residents live within 1300 
ft of a well. There are 68 named oil fields in the Los Angeles basin alone, representing thousands 
of wells and billions of gallons of oil.  

https://controller.lacity.gov/audits/review-of-the-city-of-los-angeles-oil-and-gas-drilling
https://controller.lacity.gov/audits/review-of-the-city-of-los-angeles-oil-and-gas-drilling
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0013935121003820?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0013935121003820?via%3Dihub
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41370-023-00589-z#:~:text=Approximately%201/3rd%20of%20the%2010%20million%20LA,impacts%20from%20construction%2C%20production%2C%20processing%20and%20transportation.
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41370-023-00589-z#:~:text=Approximately%201/3rd%20of%20the%2010%20million%20LA,impacts%20from%20construction%2C%20production%2C%20processing%20and%20transportation.


 
Living near an oil well or on an oil field causes great harm to personal and collective 

health. Exposure to toxic chemicals found in oil wells, such as benzene and methane, is directly 
linked to an increase in dizziness, headaches, respiratory system irritation, skin conditions, 
respiratory diseases, chronic illness, cardiac events, strokes, preterm births, and cancer. From the 
San Fernando Valley to the Harbor, uncapped oil wells are a silent public health and 
environmental crisis that has and will continue to harm, incapacitate, and kill millions of 
Angelenos. 

 
The harm is borne disproportionately by working-class communities of color.  The 

front-line communities living near two of the largest oil fields in the city, the Wilmington and LA 
City Oil Fields, are majority Black and Latine and majority working poor. The vast majority of 
communities surrounding the Inglewood Oil Field, the largest urban oil field in the country, are 
Black and Latine. ​
​
​  A community-based study conducted by Occidental College, the University of Colorado, 
and STAND-LA surveyed communities living near active drill sites on the La Cienega Oil Field; 
the households included reported being 90% non-white, and 75% renters with an average income 
of just over $22,000. This study found higher asthma rates, respiratory irritations, and conditions 
in University Park and West Adams residents living near the drill sites. There are similar 
experiences and stories across the City, we cannot continue to allow such blatant examples of 
environmental racism and injustice.  

 
No council district is immune from the harm of uncapped oil wells; this is a crisis that 

cuts across demographics and zip codes. There are active, idle, and orphan wells in Mar Vista, 
San Pedro, the Fairfax District, Baldwin Hills, Vista Hermosa, Porter Ranch, Pacoima, and every 
corner of the City. The right to clean air, clean water, and healthy homes is fundamental and 
applies to us all. We have a right not to be poisoned where we are living.  

 
Unsafe development on or near uncapped oil wells has only exacerbated a delicate 

situation. Without proper precautions and enforceable standards, development on or near oil 
wells can trap dangerous and explosive gases, make it impossible to cap wells, and even trigger 
oil spills. Residents of the Vista Hermosa Heights community at the heart of the LA City Oil 
Field report foul odors, constant methane alarms, and oil leaks/spills in recent developments. 
New and existing residents are being exposed to toxic substances and are under constant threat of 
combustion, oftentimes without their knowledge.  

 
Urgent action is needed to address this crisis and protect current and future LA residents. 

CF 21-1395-S1 takes a much-needed first step to strengthen City oil safety and community toxic 
hazard protections. We urge you to vote yes on this item to begin the process of creating City 

https://www.fractracker.org/2020/12/people-and-production/#toggle-id-5
https://www.fractracker.org/2020/12/people-and-production/#toggle-id-5
https://www.fractracker.org/2020/12/people-and-production/#toggle-id-5
https://www.fractracker.org/2020/12/people-and-production/#toggle-id-5
https://www.fractracker.org/2020/12/people-and-production/#toggle-id-5
https://www.fractracker.org/2020/12/people-and-production/#toggle-id-5
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5800237/
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-1395-S1_misc_12-03-24.pdf


policies that protect public health, establish safe development standards, ensure 
accountability, and include community knowledge and experience.  

 
We look forward to working with the Mayor, the Council, and the departments named in 

the motion to bring forward policies that protect and uplift all Angelenos.  
 
Sincerely,  
​
Nicolas Gardner Serna 
Chapter Coordinator 
Sunrise Movement Los Angeles 
 
Rosalinda Morales 
Chair 
Vista Hermosa Heights Community Group 
 
Hans Johnson 
President 
East Area Progressive Democrats  
 
Estuardo Mazarriegos 
Co-Director 
ACCE Los Angeles 
 
Andrew Ellis 
Legislative Chair 
Climate Reality Project Los Angeles 
 
Kathy Schaeffer 
Legislative Coordinator 
Climate Reality Project San Fernando Valley 
 
Faith Myhra 
Organizing Member 
Protect Playa Now 
 
Elizabeth Sharma 
Organizing Member 
Mar Vista Voice 
 



Meghan Choi 
Executive Director 
Ground Game LA 
 
Lisa Hart 
Executive Director 
Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance 
 
Wendy Miranda 
Policy Associate 
Esperanza Community Housing 
 
Maro Kakoussian 
Coalition Co-Coordinator 
STAND-LA Coalition (Stand Together Against Neighborhood Drilling - Los Angeles) 
 
David Haake 
Co-Chair 
Sierra Club Clean Break Committee 
​
Emma Silber 
Climate Justice Associate 
Physicians for Social Responsibility-LA 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name:
Date Submitted: 05/13/2025 12:09 PM
Council File No: 21-1395-S1 
Comments for Public Posting:  I am deeply concerned about the impact that living near oil fields

and brownfield sites are having on the health of communities
across Los Angeles. Living near or on these toxic sites has been
directly linked to dangerous chemicals responsible for respiratory
illnesses, cancers, and other chronic illnesses. Unregulated
development on or near these sites will only worsen a pre-existing
public health crisis. The City has the power and the responsibility
to act to protect our communities so please ensure the city can
identify actions to improve city enforcement practices! 


