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����������������������������� !"��#�!�$�$���#�%����!&�'�����"�&�(�&$�)��%$�*�+,',-./'#,0�123345267������#)�8�9:;<=>?@ABC>DEFGCH;:GIJ>KL:>MN OPJQ�RPJ�SSQ�STSU�A<�VTWXY�Z[\GB@=I]>W�̂Z�_;<=�Ò >K�9:;<=>?@ABC>DEFGCH;:GIJ>KL:>MN]>W�aGH;JLCP<a>KFa;LF@J:EbMA;@L:>MQ�_@GCaL_cOE@A:;<=L>CbZ�̀G;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�_>MMPJ;<=�cMBA:<�O<A<GMGJ<�f_cOg�dAF�eGGJ�FP::GFF?P@@=�FPeM;<<GD�<>�=>PC�_>MM;FF;>J�>C�_;<=_>PJ:;@L�hG�BC>H;DGD�;J?>CMA<;>J�eG@>K�Ae>P<�_cOF�AJD�A<<A:dGD�A�:>B=�>?�<dG�_cOLhG�GJ:>PCAbG�=>P�<>�CGA:d�>P<�<>�<dG�_>MMPJ;<=�cMBA:<�O<A<GMGJ<�i;@GC�<>�A:aJ>K@GDbG�CG:G;B<�AJD�;?�<d;F�_>MMPJ;<=cMBA:<�O<A<GMGJ<�K;@@�eG�F:dGDP@GD�A<�A�?P<PCG�MGG<;JbL�̀G;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�e>ACD�MGMeGCF�ACG�H>@PJ<GGCF�AJD�;<K>P@D�eG�dG@B?P@�;?�<dG=�CG:G;HGD�:>J?;CMA<;>J�<dA<�=>P�CG:G;HGD�<dG;C�_cOL]dG�_cO�BC>:GFF�KAF�GJAe@G�e=�<dG�<>�̂>F�ZJbG@GF�ZDM;J;F<CA<;HG�_>DG�jOG:<;>J�SSLkVYL�c<�BC>H;DGF�<dA<Q�lAG̀;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�MA=�<AaG�A�?>CMA@�B>F;<;>J�>J�A�MA<<GC�e=�KA=�>?�A�_>MMPJ;<=�cMBA:<�O<A<GMGJ<�f_cOg�>C�KC;<<GJCGF>@P<;>JLl�̀_F�CGBCGFGJ<A<;HGF�A@F>�<GF<;?=�eG?>CG�_;<=�m>ACDF�AJD�_>MM;FF;>JF�>J�<dG�;<GM�CG@A<GD�<>�<dG;C�_cOL�c?�<dGG̀;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�:d>>FGF�<>�D>�F>Q�<dG�̀G;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�CGBCGFGJ<A<;HG�MPF<�BC>H;DG�<dG�_>MM;FF;>J�K;<d�A:>B=�>?�<dG�_cO�>C�C\GF>@P<;>J�FP??;:;GJ<@=�;J�ADHAJ:G�?>C�CGH;GKQ�B>FF;e@G�;J:@PF;>J�>J�<dG�AbGJDAQ�AJD�B>F<;Jb�>J�<dG_>MM;FF;>JnF�KGeF;<GLZJ=�;J?>CMA<;>J�=>P�:AJ�BC>H;DG�CG@A<GD�<>�=>PC�AbGJDA�FG<<;Jb�F:dGDP@G�;F�dG@B?P@�<>�FdACG�K;<d<dG�̀_Lc?�<dG�_cO�>C�CGF>@P<;>J�BGC<A;JF�<>�A�MA<<GC�opqrst�uv�rws�xuyypqqpuvzq�{|svt{Q�DPC;Jb�<dG�<;MG�<dG�MA<<GC�;F�dGACDQ�<dGDGF;bJA<GD�̀G;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�CGBCGFGJ<A<;HG�Fd>P@D�eG�b;HGJ�AJ�>BB>C<PJ;<=�<>�BCGFGJ<�<dG�̀G;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@nF?>CMA@�B>F;<;>JL�hG�GJ:>PCAbG�eG:>M;Jb�?AM;@;AC�K;<d�<dG�_;<=�_>PJ:;@F�CP@GF�>J�<dG�FPe}G:<L�Z<�<dG�_dA;CnF�D;F:CG<;>JQ�<dGG̀;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�CGBCGFGJ<A<;HG�MA=�eG�AFaGD�<>�dAHG�A�FGA<�A<�<dG�<Ae@G�f>C�G~P;HA@GJ<�?>C�A�H;C<PA@�MGG<;Jbg<=B;:A@@=�CGFGCHGD�?>C�_;<=�F<A??�AJD�MA=�BC>H;DG�<dG�̀G;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�CGBCGFGJ<A<;HG�M>CG�<;MG�<dAJ�A@@><<GD�<>MGMeGCF�>?�<dG�bGJGCA@�BPe@;:L�]dG=�ACG�A@F>�BGCM;<<GD�PB�<>�?;HG�fUg�M;JP<GF�>?�<;MG�<>�ADDCGFF�<dG�@Gb;F@A<;HG�e>D=L�c?�<dG_cO�>C�CGF>@P<;>J�BGC<A;JF�<>�A�MA<<GC�vur�opqrst�uv�rws�{|svt{Q�<dG�DGF;bJA<GD�̀G;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�CGBCGFGJ<A<;HG�MA=FBGAa�DPC;Jb��GJGCA@��Pe@;:�_>MMGJ<FLhG�FdACG�<d;F�;J?>CMA<;>J�<>�AFF;F<�=>P�K;<d�<dG�D>:aG<;Jb�JG;bde>Cd>>D�:>PJ:;@�;<GMF�eG?>CG�=>PC�e>ACD�:>MM;FF;>JL�c?=>P�dAHG�~PGF<;>JF�AJD�>C�:>J:GCJFQ�B@GAFG�:>J<A:<�<dG��GBAC<MGJ<�>?�̀G;bde>Cd>>D��MB>KGCMGJ<�A<��������������������L���������]d;F�;F�AJ�AP<>MA<GD�CGFB>JFGQ�B@GAFG����̀�]�CGB@=�<>�<d;F�GMA;@L���������_>J<A:<�cJ?>CMA<;>JG̀;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@W�O;@HGC�̂AaGÀMGW��GH;J�\P<a>KFa;�MA;@W�������������������������������]dG�m>ACD�ABBC>HGD�<d;F�_cO�e=�A�H><G�>?W��GAfVVg�̀A=fTg�ZeF<A;JfTg�cJG@;b;e@GfTg�\G:PFA@fTg�A<G�>?�̀_�m>ACD�Z:<;>JW�T��TX�STSU]=BG�>?�̀_�m>ACD�Z:<;>JW�i>CcMBA:<�cJ?>CMA<;>J�A<GW�T��SS�STSU�BDA<G�<>�A��CGH;>PF�cJBP<W�̀>�;CG:<GD�]>W�_;<=�_>PJ:;@�AJD�_>MM;<<GGF_>PJ:;@�i;@G�̀PMeGCW�SVIV�YUIOV_;<=��@AJJ;Jb�̀PMeGCWZbGJDA��A<GWc<GM�̀PMeGCWOPMMAC=W�]dG��>HGCJ;Jb�m>ACD�>?�<dG�O;@HGC�̂AaG�̀G;bde>Cd>>D�_>PJ:;@�F<C>Jb@=�FPBB>C<F�_i�SVIV�YUIOVQ�Kd;:d�<AaGFA�MP:dIJGGDGD�?;CF<�F<GB�<>�F<CGJb<dGJ�_;<=�>;@�FA?G<=�AJD�:>MMPJ;<=�<> ;:�dA¡ACD�BC><G:<;>JFL�iP@@�_cO�A<<A:dGD�



 
- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT -  

 
Council File: 21-1395-S1 
Position: FOR 
 
The story of Los Angeles and the environmental conditions we live in cannot be separated from 
our history as an oil-rich region. In the early twentieth century, Los Angeles became one of the 
world's largest oil producers, generating nearly a quarter of the world’s oil supply. 
 
Today, there are more than 5,000 active, idle, and orphan wells in the City of Los 
Angeles. They are next to schools, community centers, and homes. Nearly 75% of active wells 
in the city are located near ‘sensitive land use’ facilities. The fact is that 3.3 million residents of 
Los Angeles County live near an uncapped oil well, and over 500,000 residents live within 1300 
feet of a well. There are 68 named oil fields in the Los Angeles basin alone, representing 
thousands of wells and billions of gallons of oil. 
 
Living near an oil well or on an oil field causes great harm to personal and collective health. 
Exposure to toxic chemicals found in oil wells, such as benzene and methane, is directly 
linked to an increase in dizziness, headaches, respiratory system irritation, skin conditions, 
respiratory diseases, chronic illness, cardiac events, strokes, preterm births, and cancer. From 
the San Fernando Valley to the Harbor, uncapped oil wells are a silent public health and 
environmental crisis that has and will continue to harm, incapacitate, and kill millions of 
Angelenos. 
 
The harm is borne disproportionately by working-class communities of color. The 
front-line communities living near two of the largest oil fields in the city, the Wilmington and LA 
City Oil Fields, are majority Black and Latine and majority working poor. The vast majority of 
communities surrounding the Inglewood Oil Field, the largest urban oil field in the country, are 
Black and Latino. 
 
A study conducted by Occidental College, the University of Colorado, and STAND-LA of 
residents living near active drill sites on the La Cienega Oil Field showed 90% were non-white, 
and 75% were renters with an average income of just over $22,000. The study found higher 
 
asthma rates, respiratory irritations and conditions in University Park and West Adams residents 
living near the drill sites. There are similar experiences and stories across the city. 
No council district is immune from the harm of uncapped oil wells; this is a crisis that 



 
cuts across demographics and zip codes. There are active, idle, and orphan wells in Mar Vista, 
San Pedro, the Fairfax District, Baldwin Hills, Vista Hermosa, Porter Ranch, Pacoima, and every 
corner of the city. The right to clean air, clean water, and healthy homes is fundamental and 
applies to us all. We have a right not to be poisoned where we are living. 
 
Unsafe development on or near uncapped oil wells has only exacerbated a delicate 
situation. Without proper precautions and enforceable standards, development on or near oil 
wells can trap dangerous and explosive gases, make it impossible to cap wells, and even trigger 
oil spills. Residents of the Vista Hermosa Heights community at the heart of the LA City Oil Field 
report foul odors, constant methane alarms, and oil leaks/spills in recent developments. 
 
New and existing residents are being exposed to toxic substances and are under constant 
threat of combustion, oftentimes without their knowledge. 
 
Urgent action is needed to address this crisis and protect current and future LA residents. CF 
21-1395-S1 takes a much-needed first step to strengthen City oil safety and community toxic 
hazard protections. We urge you to vote yes on this item to begin the process of creating 
City policies that protect public health, establish safe development standards, ensure 
accountability, and include community knowledge and experience. 
 
 
 
 
 




