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IV. SCEA Environmental Checklist

of the State’s CEQA Guidelines - adopted VMT as the applicable criteria for determining
transportation impacts under CEQA.161 The current LADOT TAG provide instructions on
preparing transportation assessments for land use proposal and defines the significant impact
thresholds. The LADOT VMT Calculator tool measures project impacts in terms of Household
VMT per Capita and Work VMT per Employee. DOT identified distinct thresholds for significant
VMT impacts (which is 15% below APC criteria) for each of the seven Area Planning Commission
(APC) areas in the City. This Project is located in the Central APC area, which following the
following thresholds:

e Daily Household VMT per Capita: 6.0
e Daily Work VMT per Employee: 7.6

Currently, LADOT estimates 1,318 daily vehicle trips to the Project Site, with 7,965 vehicle miles
traveled (VMT) daily. (See Appendix H, Memorandum of Understanding) CEQA analysis
would be triggered by the threshold set by the City of Los Angeles, at which added VMT from a
project would require environmental mitigation. A memorandum of understanding between the
Applicant and the City’s Department of Public Works that acknowledges the Transportation
Assessment for the proposed Project would be prepared in accordance with LADOT’s
Transportation Assessment Guidelines was prepared in anticipation of the Project on December
7, 2020. The City’s threshold for Daily VMT at Tier 2 is 250 trips. This Project would increase the
level of service to the Project Site to 1,547 daily trips and 9,410 daily VMT. '8 This would equate
to a net increase of 229 daily trips and 1,445 daily VMT, both of which fall below levels of
significance for Tier 2 criteria. Moreover, the Applicant is proposing 10,900 square feet of
commercial space, which is below the threshold of 50,000 square feet. Therefore, given the
projections of net daily trips, it was found this Project would not exceed thresholds and therefore
not necessitate further VMT analysis.

The proposed project is not projected to have Household nor Work VMT per Capita of exceeding
the thresholds 15% below APC (6.0 per household and 7.6 for work)'®®; therefore, this Project
would not have a significant VMT impact on the Site nor the environment.

161 City of Los Angeles Transportation Assessment Guidelines. Chapter 2. CEQA Analysis of Transportation
Impacts. July 2019.

Transportation Assessment Memorandum of Understanding. 5001 Wilshire Boulevard Mixed-Used Project.
December 7, 2020.

163 City of Los Angeles VMT Calculator Version 1.3, generated December 4, 2020.

162

Wilshire/Highland Project City of Los Angeles
Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment March 2022
IV-137



IV. SCEA Environmental Checklist

c. Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact could occur if a project includes new roadway
design or introduces a new land use or features into an area with specific transportation
requirements and characteristics that have not been previously experienced in that area, or if
project site access or other features were designed in such a way as to create hazard conditions.
Some existing driveways on the Project site would be modified to enable access and egress for
both the residential and commercial space; however, the Project would not include any change in
intersection or roadway design. Moreover, the Project would not include unusual or hazardous
design features that are atypical to large scale commercial and residential developments.
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

d. Would the project result in inadequate emergency access?

Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact could occur if the Project design would not
provide emergency access meeting the requirements of the LA Fire Department, or in any other
way threatened the ability of emergency vehicles to access and serve the Project site or adjacent
uses. Development of the Project site may require temporary and/or partial street and sidewalk
closures due to construction activities. Such closures would be coordinated with the City of Los
Angeles Departments of Transportation, Buildings and Safety, and the Department of Public
Works. Closures would not be expected to interfere with emergency response or evacuation
plans. As described under Public Services, this Project would satisfy the emergency response
requirements of the LAFD. No hazardous design features are included in the access design or
site plan for the Project that could impede emergency access. Furthermore, the Project would be
subject to site plan review by the LAFD and the LAPD to ensure that all access roads, driveways,
and parking areas would remain accessible to emergency service vehicles. Because the Project
would not be expected to result in inadequate emergency access, impacts would less than

significant.
Wilshire/Highland Project City of Los Angeles
Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment March 2022
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IV. SCEA Environmental Checklist

18. Tribal Cultural Resources

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a tribal
cultural resource, defined in Public
Resources Code section 21074 as either a
site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size
and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or
object with cultural value to a California
Native American tribe, and that is:

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California [] = [] []
Register of Historical Resources, orin a
local register of historical resources as
defined in Public Resources Code section
5020.1(k)?

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, [] X [] []
in its discretion and supported by
substantial evidence, to be significant
pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision
(c) of Public Resources Code section
5024 .1. In applying the criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code
Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significance of the resource to
a California Native American tribe?

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural
resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site,
feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the
size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value fo
a California Native American tribe, and that is:

i.  Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as defined in
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated.

As described in the Cultural Resources section of this SCEA, the NAHC search of the Sacred
Lands File returned a negative result. The condition of the parcel and specifically the presence or

Wilshire/Highland Project City of Los Angeles
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