





JUSTIFICATION FOR CEQA EXEMPTION

The Department of City Planning has determined, based on the whole of the administrative
record, that the Proposed Increasing Transparency on Council Time Extensions Ordinance
(Proposed Ordinance) is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant
to CEQA Guidelines, Section 15061(b)(3) and Section 15378(b)(5). The Proposed Ordinance
solely modifies administrative procedures for the processing of entitlements and CEQA appeals
extension requests and has no effect on the physical environment.

Pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3), the Proposed Ordinance is not a project under CEQA,
because the “activity is covered by the common sense exception that CEQA applies only to
projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it
can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a
significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.”

The Proposed Ordinance is also not a project under CEQA pursuant to Section 15378(b)(5)
because “organization or administrative activities of governments that will not result in direct or
indirect physical changes in the environment” are not considered a project. The Proposed
Ordinance does not change any discretionary actions into non-discretionary actions. Further, the
Proposed Ordinance does not change the zoning of any properties. The Proposed changes are
limited to clarifications of definitions and administrative procedures and will not have an effect on
the physical environment. As such, the Proposed Ordinance does not have the potential for
resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable
indirect physical change in the environment and is not considered a “project” under CEQA.



