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COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

 
The Board of the Studio City Neighborhood Council (SCNC) opposes Council File 22-1154-S1 to 

instruct the City Tourism Department to release the Request for proposal (RFP) for the installation of 
interactive kiosks (IKE) in the City of Los Angeles public right-of-way.  These signs would cause 

significant visual pollution and blight, as well as significant driver distraction.  Since the time the 
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Tourism and Convention Board first proposed this kiosk program in 2023, the City approved and 
embarked upon the Sidewalk Transit Amenities Program (STAP), which relies upon advertising 

revenues to support the construction, installation and maintenance of transit shelters, shade 
structures, and additional program elements that include digital advertising "urban panels" that are 

very similar to IKE kiosk ad panels;  STAP relies upon ad revenues to support growth of the program, 

to provide discretionary funds for each Council District office, and to support the RAISE program 
initiatives.  The City has and will continue to invest heavily in STAP in exchange for a 65% share of ad 

revenues, which is a much larger share of ad revenues than other advertising program opportunities.  

In fact, to get STAP started, a significant loan was advanced to STAP from the Public Works Trust 
Fund. Revenues from IKE do not support the Council District offices, the construction of new transit 

shelters or the RAISE program but rather they diminish those future funds; the IKE program is neither 
needed nor a wise offering for Los Angeles. 
 
Other cities that have adopted similar kiosk programs do NOT have ad programs on their transit 
shelters (Santa Monica and Culver City are the local examples). Their sole advertising program is via 

a sidewalk kiosk program.  L.A. is different in that it has already made a commitment to transit riders 
to provide much-needed shade and shelter via STAP.  Support of IKE undermines STAP and the pledge 

made to transit riders and the public.  There will be many attempts to increase advertising on the 

City's public right-of-way as world class events come to L.A. as outdoor advertising companies will 
seek to cash in on the eyeballs of visitors attending the World Cup, Super Bowl and Olympics games.  

The City should be wise and should channel those advertising dollars into the STAP program which 
already is facing stiff competition from Metro's TCN Program with its planned digital billboards that will 

be installed both on L.A.’s freeways and city streets.  
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