


is no longer the official emissions methodology. The new calculation method for municipal
emissions, excluding purchased power generation, shows that the City is currently 44% below its
2008 baseline. Using the values from the prior method, the City would be ahead of schedule
toward its 2025 goal, achieving an impressive 61% reduction from the 2008 baseline. The prior
method portrays a bigger picture of emissions reduction efforts by including the entire electricity
consumption portfolio the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) uses to
power the City in compliance with the State’s Renewable Portfolio Standard target and the City
of LA’s emission reduction goals. While the new LGO Protocol-aligned value is a significant
accomplishment, it falls short of the trajectory needed to meet the 55% reduction target by 2025.
These milestones highlight the City’s strong commitment to environmental sustainability while
also emphasizing the need for continued action to close the remaining gap and achieve its
ambitious goals.

REPORT OVERVIEWS
A. 2024 Community GHG Inventory Report

In response to Council File 22-1402, LASAN presents the Annual Community GHG Emissions
Inventory Report for calendar year 2024 data, showcasing the City’s ongoing progress in
reducing GHG emissions and advancing its ambitious climate goals. The values in 2024 have
risen from 2023; however, a significant source of emissions in the transportation sector had
unavailable data. Substitute data was estimated to be increasing based on data trends from recent
years. This overall progress underscores the City’s unwavering commitment to the targets
outlined in Los Angeles’ Green New Deal, even if the 2025 goals won’t be met.

While the City achieved a 31% reduction in community-wide emissions, it remains 19% below
the 2025 target, emphasizing the need for proactive and innovative measures to close this gap.
Additionally, goals and trends should be reexamined to develop goals that better align with LGO
Protocol emissions calculations.

LASAN engages with other City Departments by reviewing their GHG data through the Climate
Cabinet Working Group for GHG Accounting and Reporting Meetings, which are hosted by the
Office of the Mayor. These meetings also provide a forum for discussion and collaboration
among City Departments toward reaching GHG reductions goals.

Key Findings

e Stationary Energy:

There has been a 44% reduction in stationary energy emissions since 1990, driven by
decarbonization of the power grid and energy efficiencies in buildings. The data indicates
a significant shift toward more sustainable energy practices, with a 52% reduction in
carbon emission levels of the electricity in the City from 2014 to 2024, underscoring the
ongoing efforts to supply 100% Carbon-free energy by 2035.

e Transportation:



B.

The Community Inventory has been using Google Environmental Insights Explorer
(EIE), an International Panel on Climate Change recognized data source for data from
2018-2023. This data has been updated annually by Google but has inexplicably not been
updated for 2024. When data is unavailable, protocol dictates a substitute should be
utilized, so a trend was extrapolated from recent years values excluding 2020, which was
heavily influenced by the pandemic. This trend has been increasing, and the value used
instead of an EIE value continued to rise consequently. Using this result, there has been
an overall reduction of 3% in transportation sector emissions since 1990, primarily
influenced by on-road transportation. Most transportation subsectors have seen slight
increases since 2022 but are much smaller contributions to the sector’s GHG emissions
total than on-road transportation. Continued efforts to reduce emissions in these
subsectors include promoting the transition to electric off-road equipment, advancing
sustainable aviation fuels, more utilization of on-shore electric power in the ports, interim
usage of renewable diesel in diesel equipment, and expanding investments in clean
transportation infrastructure.

Solid Waste:

Landfill disposal contributes over 95% of waste sector emissions, yet this sector’s
emissions account for just 6% of the total emissions from the City. In 2024, solid waste
generation increased by 25% compared to the 1990 baseline, driven by rising consumer
activity and shopping trends.

Despite this increase, emissions remain below business-as-usual projections, highlighting
the success of recycling and diversion programs. Organic waste, paper, and cardboard
account for 90% of landfill emissions, underscoring the importance of composting, food
rescue, and public education to drive further reductions.

Industrial Processes and Product Use:

The Industrial Processes and Product Use (IPPU) sector has experienced an increase in
emissions from approximately 1.79 million MT CO,e in 2014 to over 2.11 million MT
CO,e in 2024. This is caused primarily due to the use of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) and
perfluorocarbons (PFCs) as substitutes for ozone depleting substances that were still in
use in 1990, as well as new processes associated with electronics and semiconductor
production. This data is scaled down from state of California values and might not reflect
conditions in the City. While not included in BASIC emissions totals, exploring policies
that encourage the adoption of lower-emission alternatives could be impactful to reduce
emissions.

2024 Municipal GHG Inventory Report

The comprehensive 2024 Municipal GHG Emissions Inventory Report tracks the City’s progress
toward its goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2045. In 2024, the City achieved a 44%
reduction in emissions compared to the 2008 baseline. While this is a significant
accomplishment, it falls short of the trajectory needed to meet the 55% reduction target by 2025.
Notably however, the calculation methodology for the emissions included in this value is now
different from the methods the Green New Deal targets were based on. With the inclusion of



purchased energy as in the old methodology, the City would have achieved a 61% reduction in
emissions in 2024 compared to the 2008 baseline, exceeding the 2025 target.

Key Findings

e Power Generation:

This sector is the primary driver of municipal emissions and has seen a notable 45%
reduction in emissions compared to the 2008 baseline. Los Angeles is actively reducing
its GHG emissions, a significant part of which is due to LADWP’s shift to cleaner,
renewable energy sources for its overall energy portfolio. This transition away from
carbon-heavy fuels means electricity is now being generated with substantially fewer
GHGs in the City.

e Buildings and Facilities:

Emissions in this sector have decreased by 51% from the 2008 baseline. However, to
reach the 55% reduction target by 2025, it is essential to intensify efforts in energy
efficiency and accelerate the integration of renewable energy in municipal buildings.

o Water Delivery and Reclamation:

These sectors have collectively achieved a 49% reduction in emissions compared to
2008, and this decrease reflects ongoing improvements in energy efficiency, operational
practices, and the decrease of carbon intensity on the power grid.

o Transportation (Vehicle and Transit Fleets):

These sectors’ combined emissions were reduced by 35% relative to the 2008 baseline.
As the transit fleet moves towards electrification and the carbon intensity of electricity
continues to decrease, a further reduction in emissions is anticipated.

e Solid Waste Management:

The decrease in emissions, marked at 27% below the 2008 baseline, is primarily
attributed to the methodology of a first-order decay mathematical model used in
calculating solid waste emissions from the City’s closed landfills according to the LGO
Protocol, rather than direct policy impacts. Because the number reported is based only on
modeled values in 2022’s report, LASAN requested an alternate estimate of emissions,
focusing on measured data inputs from sampling at sites as opposed to model outputs.
The emissions from this data differs from the value resulting from the LGO Protocol’s
methodologies and provides another view of emission estimates. The LGO Protocol
directs that the modeled approach be used because sample based methods aren’t
comprehensive.
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