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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

HEARING DATE: March 16, 2023

TIME: 10:00 AM

PLACE: Edward R. Roybal Board of
Public Works Session Room
City Hall, Room 350
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
and via Teleconference (see
agenda for login information)

EXPIRATION DATE: March 18, 2023

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-3605-HCM
ENV-2022-3606-CE

Location: 1428-1430 N. McCadden Place

Council District: 13 — Soto-Martinez

Community Plan Area: Hollywood

Zoning: RD1.5-XL

Land Use Designation: Low Medium Il Residential
Area Planning Commission: Central
Neighborhood Council: Central Hollywood

Legal Description: Boyle Place Tract, Lot 18

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the

REQUEST:

OWNERS:

APPLICANT:

PREPARERS:

RECOMMENDATION

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative

MORRIS KIGHT MCCADDEN PLACE RESIDENCE

Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument

Tal Kahana, Trustee, Tal Kahana Trust
Paz K. Stark, Trustee, Paz K. Stark Trust
1929 N. Curson Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90046

Tal Kahana, Trustee,

Tal Kahana 2007 Revocable Inter Vivos Trust, Et al.
6000 Temple Hill Drive

Los Angeles, CA 90068

AIDS Healthcare Foundation

Attn: Jonathan Eisenberg

6255 Sunset Boulevard, 21st Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90028

Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney

Gosney-Eggert Historic Preservation Consultants
6444 Kraft Avenue

North Hollywood, CA 91606

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—December 8, 2022

Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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EINDINGS

e Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence “is identified with important events of national, state,
or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social
history of the nation, state, city or community” as the meeting place and headquarters for
organizations, such as the Stonewall Democratic Club, that played a significant role in the
second, political phase of the gay liberation movement throughout the 1970s and 1980s.

e Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence “is associated with the lives of historic personages
important to national, state, city, or local history” as the home of gay liberation leader and
activist Morris Kight from 1974 to 1992.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or
community;

2. |s associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

SUMMARY

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on the
east side of N. McCadden Place between Leland Way and Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood.
Constructed in 1910 as a duplex in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later
converted to a single-family dwelling and was the home of the gay liberation leader and activist Morris
Kight (1919-2003) from 1974 to 1992. Prior to moving to the subject property, Kight resided at 1822
West 4th Street (also nominated as an Historic-Cultural Monument under CHC-2020-3322-HCM,
which was approved by the Cultural Heritage Commission but remains pending before the City
Council, and was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2022) from 1967 to 1974, during
which time he emerged as a leader in the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) civil rights
movement. While living at the subject property, Kight continued to achieve significance as a gay
liberation leader within the political phase of the movement. The subject property also served as an
important site for organizations associated with the gay liberation movement that held meetings and
had their headquarters at the residence like the Stonewall Democratic Club (SDC), the Asian Pacific
Lesbians and Gays, and First Tuesdays, an open meeting for gays and lesbians needing help or
services.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood siding and
has combination flat and shed roofs with composition shingles and exposed rafter tails. The primary,
west-facing elevation features a sloped shed roof and concrete stairs that lead to two paneled entry
doors at the center of the elevation. The north- and south-facing elevations have a one-story
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projection on the first story with a gable roof and triangular knee braces along with a second story
projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The east-facing elevation has a flat roof with
minimal overhang and is three bays wide with the center bay being recessed. The northernmost and
southernmost bays contain a flat panel wood door accessed by wood steps and porches, and
irregularly placed windows on the second story. The center bay contains two sets of French doors on
the first story and irregular placed windows on the second story. The recessed bay contains a wood
porch with wood steps. Fenestration includes sliding, pivot, and fixed pane windows. Located behind
the main dwelling are a small wood-framed residence constructed in 1910 and two additional stucco-
clad structures that appear to be used as storage.

The gay liberation movement in the United States can be divided into two distinct phases. The first
phase of the movement, from the late 1940s through the 1960s, involved consciousness raising, while
the second phase, starting in the late 1960s, involved political organizing. During this period of political
and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger youth movement, feminist
movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietnam War, challenged the prevailing sexual
and gender norms, and confronted the policies that discriminated against women and minority groups.
By this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined themselves as a minority group, and
resisted police harassment. In the late 1970s, the gay liberation movement became more
institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral process to expand the civil rights of LGBT
persons. In addition, new groups were formed that were less ideological and more traditional in their
approach to political change.

Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and political
science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he formed the Oscar
Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a university campus.
After World War 1l, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before relocating to Los
Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight served as a resource
for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment for venereal diseases,
and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing pacifist, he also was involved
with anti-Vietnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted himself to the gay liberation
movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front and the Gay
Community Services Center. Later, in 1975, he co-founded the Stonewall Democratic Club which
focused on LGBT governmental issues and assisted gay-friendly politicians get elected. In 1976,
President Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee on Gay People, and that same
year, he co-founded the Gay and Lesbian Caucus/California Democratic Party. Kight became a
member of the California State Democratic Central Committee, the subcommittee on Civil and Human
Rights, and a co-chair of the Delegate Selection/Affirmative Action Committee of the California
Democratic Party in 1978. The following year, after years of local activism, Kight was appointed to
the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission, where he served for 22 years and was
elected President in 1988. Kight remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003.

The subject property has experienced alterations that include raising the roof on the southeast corner
and addition of a bedroom and bathroom on the second floor in 1922; a ten-foot extension to the rear
of the residence in 1923; the conversion of the first-floor porch to a sleeping porch in 1925; the
addition of a roof over the outside stairs in 1930; the addition of three new baths and partitions in
1950; the construction of a 240-square foot storage building in 1959; a change of occupancy from a
dwelling into a theater workshop by Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother of silent film star
Buster Keaton, in 1967; the installation of doors and the replacement of kitchen cabinets in 2003; and
a 50 square-foot addition to the side and rear of the 1910 dwelling in 2008. In addition, some first-
story windows have been infilled and two sets of French doors were installed on the east-facing
elevation, both at unknown dates. During the Commission site visit additional alterations noted
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include the replacement of many of the original wood-sash windows with vinyl, the replacement of
some of the beadboard on the interior walls with plaster, and the addition of a two-story interior
partition wall at the rear of the living room that encloses the loft area on the second floor.

DISCUSSION
The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence meets two of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria.

It “is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community”
as the meeting place and headquarters for organizations, such as the Stonewall Democratic Club,
that played a significant role in the second, political phase of the gay liberation movement throughout
the 1970s and 1980s.

SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement identifies eligibility standards for properties significant
for their association with the gay liberation movement as being those that are directly associated with
an event, organization, or institution that played an important role in the development of LGBT
consciousness, community, or culture during the period of significance. Many of the early groups that
played an important role in the gay liberation movement were founded in and operated out of the
homes of one or more of the members. Other than the Margaret and Harry Hay House (HCM #981),
which Hay commissioned for his mother, there are no residences of early gay liberation movement
group members designated as an Historic-Cultural Monument as the founding location or base of
operations for an organization associated with the gay liberation movement.

The subject property served as the headquarters and meeting place for the Stonewall Democratic
Club (SDC), which would become one of the largest and most influential gay political organizations
in the country. Founded in 1975 by Morris Kight and Howard Fox in Kight's McCadden Place home,
the purpose of the organization was to elect Democrats through federal, state, and local elections
who would best serve gays and lesbians. The first gay club in a major political party, the SDC played
a very significant role in California politics. As an example of their influence, in the 1976 election, SDC
endorsements overturned four veteran conservative judge assignments--an unprecedented outcome
in California electoral history at the time. Today, the SDC is now one of the largest Democratic Clubs
in California and currently has thirty-eight chapters in the United States.

Additionally, the subject property was the founding location and meeting place for the No On
Briggs/Proposition 6 Initiative (NOBIC) and the Committee Against the Briggs Initiative (CABI), two
of three organizations formed to defeat California Proposition 6 on the 1978 state ballot that sought
to ban gays and lesbians from working in California’s public schools. Both groups were integral to the
fight against the initiative, which ultimately failed to be passed by voters.

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is also “associated with the lives of historic personages
important to national, state, city, or local history” as the home of gay liberation leader and activist
Morris Kight from 1974 to 1992. For nearly 20 years, the subject property was the residence of Kight
and is directly associated with his later productive life where he continued to achieve significance as
a gay liberation leader during the political phase of the gay liberation movement. While residing at the
subject property, Kight's activism and political savvy made him a rare bridge between the gay and
lesbian grassroots movement and elected officials at local, state, and federal levels. At his McCadden
Place residence, he hosted many politicians and other influential figures including former Los Angeles
City Mayor Tom Bradley, New York author and founder of the Lesbian Herstory Archives Joan Nestle,
as well as an array of Congresspersons and Senators. Further, having served on the Los Angeles
County Human Relations Commission for 22 years, Kight was one of the longest-seated, openly gay
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appointees in the history of the United States, and became the first openly gay person to serve as
president on a commission in Los Angeles County. Over the course of his life, and while living at the
subject property, Kight initiated innumerable organizations that advocated, supported, and influenced
changes in governmental policy for members of the LGBT community.

Despite interior and exterior alterations to the subject property, it retains sufficient integrity of location,

setting, materials, design, feeling, and association to convey its significance. The majority of the
alterations were made prior to the period of significance, from 1974 to 1992.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the requlatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited
to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument
in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of the City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will
ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance
with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to an Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations to the interior and new
construction not protected under the South Los Angeles Community Plan Character Residential Area.
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure
the continued preservation of the subject property.

The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a categorical
exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was found to be
exempt based on the following:

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation
is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the
environment through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation
of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation,
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent
with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2022-3606-CE was prepared on February 24, 2023.
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BACKGROUND

On May 24, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 16,
2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission, with mutual consent of the property owners and applicant,
voted to continue the initial hearing for the application to August 18, 2022. With mutual consent of the
property owner and the applicant, on August 18, 2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to
continue the initial hearing again to a future date to be determined. On November 3, 2022, the Cultural
Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration. On December 8, 2022,
a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Kanner and Milofsky conducted a
site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources. In
accordance with LAAC 22.171.10, on December 12, 2022, the owner’s representative, on behalf of
the owner, requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the Commission to act. On February
23, 2023, Commissioner Kennard visited the property.
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COUNTY CLERK'S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 395
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062)

Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650,
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuantto Public Resources Code Section
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project.
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days.
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS

CHC-2022-3605-HCM

LEAD CITY AGENCY CASE NUMBER

City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) ENV-2022-3606-CE
PROJECT TITLE COUNCIL DISTRICT

Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence 13

PROJECT LOCATION (Street Address and Cross Streets and/or Attached Map) 1 Map attached.
1428-1430 N. McCadden Place, Los Angeles, CA 90028

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: [ Additional page(s) attached.

Designation of the Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument.
NAME OF APPLICANT / OWNER:

N/A
CONTACT PERSON (If different from Applicant/Owner above) (AREA CODE) TELEPHONE NUMBER EXT.
Melissa Jones 213-847-3679

EXEMPT STATUS: (Check all boxes, and include all exemptions, that apply and provide relevant citations.)
STATE CEQA STATUTE & GUIDELINES

O STATUTORY EXEMPTION(S)

Public Resources Code Section(s)
m CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION(S) (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15301-15333 / Class 1-Class 33)

CEQA Guideline Section(s) / Class(es) 8 and 31

(| OTHER BASIS FOR EXEMPTION (E.g., CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) or (b)(4) or Section 15378(b) )

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION: 0 Additional page(s) attached

Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State's Guidelines applies to where project's consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies,
as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization,
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation ofthe Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence as an Historic-Cultural
Monument will assure the protection of the environment by the enactment of project review regulations based on the Secretary of
Interior's Standards to maintain and preserve the historic site.

m None of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 to the categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project.

[0 The project is identified in one or more of the list of activities in the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines as cited in the justification.

IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.
If different from the applicant, the identity of the person undertaking the project.

CITY STAFF USE ONLY:

CITY STAFF NAME AND SIGNATURE STAFF TITLE

Melissa Jones [SIGNED COPY IN FILE] City Planning Associate
ENTITLEMENTS APPROVED

N/A

FEE: RECEIPT NO. REC'D. BY (DCP DSC STAFF NAME)

N/A N/A N/A
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2022-3605-HCM
ENV-2022-3606-CE
HEARING DATE: November 3, 2022 Location: 1428-1430 N. McCadden Place
TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 13 — O’Farrell
PLACE: Teleconference (see Community Plan Area: Hollywood
agenda for login Zoning: RD1.5-XL
information) Land Use Designation: Low Medium |l Residential

Area Planning Commission: Central
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day Neighborhood Council: Central Hollywood
expiration date of June 23, 2022, per Los Angeles  Legal Description: Boyle Place Tract, Lot 18
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is
tolled, and a revised date will be determined
pursuant to the Mayor's March 21, 2020, Public
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising
Expiration of Emergency Orders.

The time to act on this item has been tolled for the
duration of the local emergency period. Please
note that other State law provisions may also

apply.

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
MORRIS KIGHT MCCADDEN PLACE RESIDENCE

REQUEST: Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNERS: Tal Kahana, Trustee, Tal Kahana Trust
Paz K. Stark, Trustee, Paz K. Stark Trust
1929 N. Curson Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90046

Tal Kahana, Trustee,

Tal Kahana 2007 Revocable Inter Vivos Trust, Et al.
6000 Temple Hill Drive

Los Angeles, CA 90068

APPLICANT: AIDS Healthcare Foundation
Attn: Jonathan Eisenberg
6255 Sunset Boulevard, 21st Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90028

PREPARERS: Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney
Gosney-Eggert Historic Preservation Consultants
6444 Kraft Avenue
North Hollywood, CA 91606
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RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on
the east side of N. McCadden Place between Leland Way and Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood.
Constructed in 1910 as a duplex in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later
converted to a single-family dwelling and was the home of the gay liberation leader and activist
Morris Kight (1919-2003) from 1974 to 1992. Prior to moving to the subject property, Kight resided
at 1822 West 4th Street (also nominated as an Historic-Cultural Monument under CHC-2020-
3322-HCM, which was approved by the Cultural Heritage Commission but remains pending
before the City Council) from 1967 to 1974, during which time he emerged as a leader in the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) civil rights movement. While living at the subject
property, Kight continued to achieve significance as a gay liberation leader within the political
phase of the movement. The subject property also served as an important site for organizations
associated with the gay liberation movement that held meetings and had their headquarters at
the residence like the Stonewall Democratic Club, the Asian Pacific lesbians and gays, and First
Tuesdays, an open meeting for gays and lesbians needing help or services.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood siding
and has combination flat and shed roofs with composition shingles and exposed rafter tails. The
primary, west-facing elevation features a sloped shed roof and concrete stairs that lead to two
paneled entry doors at the center of the elevation. The north- and south-facing elevations have a
one-story projection on the first story with a gable roof and triangular knee braces along with a
second story projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The east-facing elevation has
a flat roof with minimal overhang and is three bays wide with the center bay being recessed. The
northernmost and southernmost bays contain a flat panel wood door accessed by wood steps
and porches, and irregularly placed windows on the second story. The center bay contains two
sets of French doors on the first story and irregular placed windows on the second story. The
recessed bay contains a wood porch with wood steps. Fenestration includes sliding, pivot, and
fixed pane windows. Located behind the main dwelling are a small wood-framed residence
constructed in 1910 and two additional stucco-clad structures that appear to be used as storage.

The gay liberation movement in the United States can be divided into two distinct phases. The
first phase of the movement, from the late 1940s through the 1960s, involved consciousness
raising, while the second phase, starting in the late 1960s, involved political organizing. During
this period of political and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger
youth movement, feminist movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietham War,
challenged the prevailing sexual and gender norms, and confronted the policies that discriminated
against women and minority groups. By this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined
themselves as a minority group, and resisted police harassment. In the late 1970s, the gay
liberation movement became more institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral
process to expand the civil rights of LGBT persons. In addition, new groups were formed that
were less ideological and more traditional in their approach to political change.

Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and
political science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he
formed the Oscar Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a
university campus. After World War I, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of
Indian Affairs and volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before
relocating to Los Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight
served as a resource for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment
for venereal diseases, and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing
pacifist, he also was involved with anti-Vietnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted



CHC-2022-3605-HCM
1428-1430 N. McCadden Place
Page 4 of 5

himself to the gay liberation movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay
Liberation Front and the Gay Community Services Center. Later, in 1975, he co-founded the
Stonewall Democratic Club which focused on LGBT governmental issues and assisted gay-
friendly politicians get elected. In 1976, President Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory
Committee on Gay People, and that same year, he co-founded the Gay and Lesbian
Caucus/California Democratic Party. Kight became a member of the California State Democratic
Central Committee, the subcommittee on Civil and Human Rights, and a co-chair of the Delegate
Selection/Affirmative Action Committee of the California Democratic Party in 1978. The following
year, after years of local activism, Kight was appointed to the Los Angeles County Human
Relations Commission, where he served for 23 years and was elected President in 1988. Kight
remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003.

The subject property has experienced alterations that include raising the roof on the southeast
corner and addition of a bedroom and bathroom on the second floor in 1922; a ten-foot extension
to the rear of the residence in 1923, the conversion of the first-floor porch to a sleeping porch in
1925; the addition of a roof over the outside stairs in 1930; the addition of three new baths and
partitions in 1950; the construction of a 240-square foot storage building in 1959; a change of
occupancy from a dwelling into a theater workshop by Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother
of silent film star Buster Keaton, in 1967, the installation of doors and the replacement of kitchen
cabinets in 2003; and a 50 square-foot addition to the side and rear of the 1910 dwelling in 2008.
In addition, some first-story windows have been infilled and two sets of French doors were
installed on the east-facing elevation, both at unknown dates.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. |s associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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BACKGROUND

On May 24, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 16,
2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission, with mutual consent of the property owners and
applicant, voted to continue the initial hearing for the application to August 18, 2022. With mutual
consent of the property owner and the applicant, on August 18, 2022, the Cultural Heritage
Commission voted to continue the initial hearing again to a future date to be determined. The
original 30-day expiration date of June 23, 2022, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor's March 21,
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency
Orders.

The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. Please
note that other State law provisions may also apply.
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7A. Proposed Monument Description
Summary Paragraph

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is located in the Hollywood area of Los Angeles,
California. The structure is a single-story with loft, former duplex residence, converted to single
residential purposes. Constructed in 1910, the structure is irregular in shape and faces west. It sits
at the front of a rectangular lot in the Boyle Place Tract at 1428 North McCadden Place between
Sunset Boulevard and De Longpre Avenue. An asphalt driveway runs from the street, along the
south ofthe structure, to the back where there is a small, detached residence and two small,
detached storage buildings. A 2010 Community Redevelopment Survey found the property
eligible for the proposed Colegrove Historic District.l The property has never been evaluated for
its significance to Gay Liberation leader Morris Kight and his achievements at the McCadden
Place property.

Narrative Description

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with narrow wood siding
and has a raised concrete foundation. The property is a former double dwelling in the Craftsman
style and contains a combination of shed and flat roof styles with composite shingles. There is a
wide eave overhang on the west and east elevations with exposed rafters. The subject property is
approximately 2,640 square feet with a footprint of 1,735 square feet. Fenestration includes
different styles of windows and doors, most with original wood molding framing. The subject
property has experienced multiple alterations since its built date, however very little has changed
since the period of significance. A small wood-framed residence, of approximately 623 square
feet, is located behind the subject property, and there are two additional stucco-clad structures
behind the subject property which appear to be used as storage.

The west, primary elevation features a moderately steep sloped, shed-style roof. Curved, poured
concrete entry steps are at the center of the elevation. Eight panel, wood, double front entrance
doors access the closed porch. The doors and frames appear to be from the period of significance
as seen in interior period photographs. According to a 1925 building permit, the screened
porched was converted to a “sleeping porch.” The porch openings appear to have been closed
and covered with wood siding; the original porch sill is visible. The west elevation appears
unchanged since the period of significance.

The north and south elevations are identical with the exception of a small, shed roof projection
added to north elevation in 1923. The north and south elevations contain moderately steep sloped
shed and flat roofs with minimal overhang and exposed rafter tails near the rear. First and second
story windows are irregularly placed and of various sizes and types, including sliding, pivot, and
fixed pane, and appear replaced. Most of the window moldings appear original. Some first story
window openings have been filled. The north and south elevations feature a one-story projection
on the first story with a gable roof, moderate overhang, and triangular knee braces along with a

! CRA Historic Architecture Survey, “Colegrove Potential Historic District,” accessed May 9, 2020,
https://planning.lacitv.org/odocument/d66f2d68-c332-40c9-83d5-f994ceb75992/Hollvwood DPR Forms Districts.pdf. 14.


https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/d66f2d68-c332-40c9-83d5-f994ceb75992/Hollywood_DPR_Forms_Districts.pdf

second story projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The projections appear to be
original and are noted in Sanborn maps.

The east elevation has a flat roof with minimal overhang and is in three bays; the center bay is
recessed. The northernmost and southernmost bays contain a flat panel, wood door, and window,
and irregularly placed windows on the second stories. Each door is accessed by wood steps and
porches. The center bay contains two sets of French doors on the first story and irregular placed
windows on the second story. The recessed bay contains a wood porch with wood steps. The
fenestration of the three bays appears mostly irregular and replaced; most of the molding appears
original. A moderate overhang runs across all three bays between the first and second stories
with composite shingles, exposed rafter tails, and triangle knee braces.

A 1913 Sanborn map shows the structure’s interior as evenly split side by side; each side having
identical layouts with loft spaces. The property was likely converted to a single residence and
open configuration in the late 1950s/early 1960s and possibly earlier because the subject
property was associated with Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother of silent film star,
Buster Keaton. Harry Keaton performed vaudeville, however, he mostly worked for Buster
Keaton’s production studio. A business license was issued in 1960 to 1428 North McCadden for
the “A. Harry Keaton Hollywood Film Players Studio Club.” It was noted in a variance report
that the subject property functioned under this business name and as an actor’s workshop and
theater “for some time” before 1960.2 A property owner in the 1960s reported that when he
bought the property, it was already converted to a theater and actor’s workshop, complete with
sound rooms and offices while still identifying to the neighborhood as a residence.?

The interior seems largely unchanged since the period of significance. There are many interior
photographs of McCadden Place during Kight’s residence. Photos from ONE National Gay &
Lesbian Archives show the loft area fully exposed along with structural poles and beams; the
interior walls covered with batten slats. Permits pulled after Kight moved out involve general
maintenance, kitchen remodel, and electrical work.

There is a small residence behind the subject property, also built in 1910, with a double gable
roof and vertical and horizontal wood siding. A 56 square foot addition was added in 2008.
There are also two small storage structures that existed before the period of significance; both are
stuccoed.

The subject property retains a high degree of integrity of setting, location, design, feeling, and
association with its period of significance as it does not appear to have undergone any
transformative alterations since the period of significance. Based on permits and period
photographs and video of the property, the only changes made to the property since the period of
significance include changing the paint color, installing two sets of French doors on the east
elevation, and changing the landscape in the backyard.

1428 North McCadden was surveyed by the City of Los Angeles through the Community
Redevelopment Agency in 2010. The property was given a status code of 3CD, eligible for

2 City of Los Angeles, “Z.A. Case No 18293, Zone Variance Report,” 2.
3 City of Los Angeles, “Applicant’s Affidavit: Robert I. Gluckstein,” 2.



California Register as a contributor to a district; the proposed district at the time was the
Colegrove Historic District. The property was not included in the 2020 McCadden-De Longpre-
Leland Residential Historic District as the survey at that time was cut short by one parcel.*

The subject property’s southern lot line abuts the Aloha Apartments property which is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

1428 North McCadden has never been evaluated for its significance to Gay Liberation leader
Morris Kight and his achievements at the McCadden Place property.

7B. Written Statement — Statement of Significance

Summary Paragraph

Morris Kight’s home located at 1428 North McCadden Place is associated with the Gay
Liberation Movement in Los Angeles, California and is eligible under Criteria 1 and Criteria 2.
The property is eligible under Criteria 1 for being the meeting place and headquarters for
organizations which propelled the next phase of the Gay Liberation Movement into politics and
the public sector. From his McCadden Place home, Kight co-created and ran the Stonewall
Democratic Club and the “No on the Briggs Initiative.” He also served on the County of Los
Angeles Commission on Human Relations from 1979 to 2002. In addition, he also curated his
extensive collection of early gay liberation art, posters, and ephemera; the McCadden Place
Collection is now housed and exhibited at ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives. The property
is also eligible under Criteria 2 for its association with gay liberation leader Morris Kight as his
place of residence and directly associated with his later productive life where he continued to
achieve significance as a gay liberation leader in the next phase in the Gay Liberation Movement
— politics and the public sector. The period of significance is from 1974 to 1992.

Criteria 1: Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the
nation, state, city, or community

Morris Kight moved to 1428 North McCadden Place in 1974 and lived there until 1992. Kight
used his McCadden Place home to co-found and run organizations that would change LGBT
policy, politics, and identity. He opened his home to others, especially gay and lesbians in need,
and mentored those who had a vision in furthering LGBT causes. While at 1428 North
McCadden Place, Kight co-founded and ran what would become the most influential gay
political organization in the United States — the Stonewall Democratic Club. Kight also ran the
“No on the Briggs Initiative” from his McCadden home. He co-created the Gay Rights Plank for
the 1975 Democratic Convention, served as gay community advisor to President Jimmy Carter’s
Office of Public Liaison, and served on the County of Los Angeles Commission on Human
Relations (for 22 years) while living at McCadden Place. Kight held “First Tuesdays” each
month at his home. And, he cultivated and displayed his extensive collection of early gay

4 Historic Resources Survey, “Hollywood Redevelopment Project Area,” 49-50.



liberation art, posters and ephemera which he called the McCadden Place Collection. Kight’s
tireless activism and political savvy made him a rare bridge between the gay and lesbian
grassroots and elected officials at local, state, and federal levels; he was one of the few activists
with a constant presence in the Gay Liberation Movement in America.’

McCadden Place, Where the Work Rarely Stopped

Morris Kight was part of the new generation of political activists that were born out the
anticipation and rage of the 1950s and 1960s. Political unrest, Vietnam war resistance,
inexorable police harassment and discrimination fueled social change. By 1974, Morris Kight’s
name was already synonymous with gay liberation and gay pride. Coined as the grandfather of
the Gay Liberation Movement, Kight stabilized the gay and lesbian community by co-founding
the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF/LA), the Christopher Street West
(CSW) march/parade, and the Gay Community Services Center (GSCS) from his Westlake
home. These institutions created a solid foundation of social service and gay visibility which
propelled the Gay Liberation Movement into its next phase — politics.

Kight moved to 1428 North McCadden Place in 1974 to focus on the movement’s political
phase. His new home was described as “an old barn of a place” with tall ceilings and open loft,
rumored at the time to be an early Hollywood filming studio and place frequented by silent film
star, Buster Keaton. Kight was unaware at the time that his home was in fact associated with
Harry “Jingles” Keaton, younger brother of Buster Keaton. Light research found that Harry ran a
theater and actor’s workshop called the “A. Harry Keaton Hollywood Film Players Studio Club”
in the converted residence.® Utilizing the open floor plan with loft, Kight used the open space for
theatrical performances and offered the space to theater groups.’

While Kight’s bedroom and library were located in the open loft (what he called “his balcony™),
Kight dedicated the space below to his community, causes, organizations, and art. He sacrificed
most of his private life in order for his home to function as community outreach, political
headquarters, and gay and lesbian art gallery. Kight kept his drapes and doors open — “I want to
indicate through example that I'm not afraid.”® McCadden Place’s openness and its surrounding
gardens created the next meeting place and headquarters for Kight’s endeavors.

“McCadden Place had this interesting set up that made it really conducive for meetings. It wasn't
like a house at all. The ground floor had a little balcony situation there, and the ground floor was
wide enough to have pretty darn good-sized meetings, there was so many things that happened in
that house. I remember Mayor Tom Bradley coming there, I remember Gore Vidal coming there,
I remember a whole array of Congress persons and Senators coming there at one time or another.
It became a very famous place. And those were the times that we were just doing everything, the
grassroots of the gay and lesbian community was coming out of the people that were at
McCadden Place, including many ring leaders.” — Pat Rocco’

% Clendinen and Nagourney, 573.

5 City of Los Angeles, “Z.A. Case No 18293, Zone Variance Report,” 2.

7 Ciotti, “Morris Kight: Activist Statesman of L.A.’s Gay Community,” E1.
8 Ibid.

® Cherry, email correspondence, September 27, 2019.



First Tuesdays

Shortly after moving to McCadden Place, Kight held first “First Tuesdays.” Held the evening of
the first Tuesday of every month, the event was an open meeting for gays and lesbians to discuss
any issues they were having or talk at length on any subject. Either Kight, or someone else at the
meeting, could always help or make a connection so the person’s needs were met. It was
described as “the ultimate networking” in the gay and lesbian community. And, First Tuesday

- - . _ 10
evenings often turned into First Wednesday mornings.

Kight had two phonelines at his home — one was his main line which was used for frequent calls
in and out, while the other one, lovingly called the “Gayline,” was set to play a recording. Kight
used his main line for any topic pertaining to gay life and gay history; he called it “Dial-A-
Kight.””’11 The Gayline was a weekly recording of Kight highlighting important topics and events,

- - . . _ 12
when different gay and lesbian groups met, and any pertinent political news at the time.

Stonewall Democratic Club (SDC) and Political Change

Kight’s McCadden Place home soon became “the magnet for politicos,” including politicians,
literati, and gay rights activists. It was the meeting place and headquarters for what would
become the largest and most important organization ofthe Gay Liberation’s Movement into

s . 13
politics and the public sector.

The timing of Kight’s shift to politics coincided with “a new type of democrat” in California. 14
Politicians including, Ed Edelman (elected to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in
1975-1994, and previously on the Los Angeles City Council from 1965-1974), Tom Bradley
(Mayor of Los Angeles from 1973-1993), Jerry Brown (elected Governor of California from
1975-1983, 2011-2019), and Alan Cranston (California U.S Senator from 1969 -1993) co-exXisted
with a new and steadily growing gay political influence. These “New Left” democrats and
straight-allies would use their tenure to further and defend LGBT civil rights, union rights,
affordable housing, and privacy rights. In addition, Kight had the advantage of counting on the
top leaders of most radical groups as his personal friends. Many ofthose who he demonstrated
with or went to jail with were now in high office around the state and these relationships paid

off. 1

In 1975, Kight sought to capitalize on the political partnerships he made during his time in the
Gay Liberation Movement, utilizing the “New Left” Democrats now elected to office and their
willingness to work with gays and lesbians. Kight and Howard Fox co-founded the Stonewall

Democratic Club (SDC).16 Kight and Fox modeled the SDC after the already successful Alice B.

0 Clendinen and Nagourney, 374-75.

" LA Weekly, “Best Friend,” 172.

2 Update, “All the News You Can Listen To,” accessed October 11, 2019, http://tinyurl. gale.com/tinyurl/BtigQX
8 Cherry, email correspondence, September 27, 2019.

1 Bell, Beyond the Politics ofthe Closet, 77.

5 Kepner, “Morris Kight: A River to His People,” 2.

16 Bell, 84.
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Toklas Memorial Democratic Club of San Francisco, which was the first ofits kind in the

. 17
nation.

Kight and Fox believed the Democratic party was best suited to fit the goals ofthe Gay
Liberation Movement based on it “giving room” to agrarian reformers, populists, and the Labor
Movement.18 With the leadership of Kight and Fox, the SDC quickly became the most influential
gay political organization in Los Angeles. The SDC openly stated purpose was to elect
Democrats though federal, state, and local elections who would best serve gays and lesbians, and

- s B . . . .19
encourage Democratic politics to change and diversify in California.

One of SDCs first tasks was to establish a Gay Rights Plank at the November 17, 1975 California
Democratic Convention in San Jose. The plank was authored by Kight, Fox, and Gerry Parker,
and has since become a blueprint for other marginalized groups.20 The plank advocated first for
the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, followed by fourteen demands that included civil
rights legislation to prohibit discrimination against gay people in the areas of housing,
employment, public services, military service and contracts; the banning of compiling,

maintenance, and/or dissemination of information on gay peoples and the “immediate destruction
of all existing data’”; the elimination oftax inequities victimizing single persons and same-gender
couples; the establishment of an “Office of Gay Awareness” at the federal level; funding for gay
social services organizations; and policy changes within the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) that would enable gay persons to seek housing loans and public housing. 2
This list of fifteen demands indicted the ““straight state,” identified structural forms of

discrimination, and created a road map for Kight and Fox to navigate politics and public policy

with their newly formed Stonewall Democratic Club.

The Los Angeles Times marveled at the ““growing respectability ofthe gay rights movement in
Democratic political circles — and the growing political might of homosexuals themselves,
particularly in Los Angeles.” It was noted that politicians saw the advantage of gay rights leaders

. . - . . - 22
for their ability to deliver votes and political contributions.

In 1976, future President Jimmy Carter courted gay and lesbian voters. Carter was opposed to all
discrimination, including sexual discrimination, and began speaking about the definition of
“family,” introducing the idea of “pluralism of family life in America,” how families were
“networks of relationships, rooted not in blood but on shared experiences, shared joys and
sorrows.” Carter, however, did not endorse gay pride.23 Largely due to pressure from both
Kight’s SDC and the GCSC, the Housing of Urban Development (HUD) changed the housing
subsidy guidelines to include ““any stable family relationship.” This changed the path going

forward in securing housing rights for LGBT persons, and any person who did not fit into the

7 Alice B. Toklas Democratic Club, “History of Alice,” accessed August 20, 2020, https://www.alicebtoklas.org/history-of-alice/.

8 Kight, “A Message from the President,” 2.

® Cherry, 318.

2 Kight, “A Message from the President.”

2 gtonewall Democratic Club Records, Coll2013.001, ONE Gay & Lesbian Archives; Bay Area Reporter, “Gay Rights Planks at CDC,” 9.
2 ghuit, “Gay Rights Movement Gains Political Momentum in L.A.,” C1.

% Bell, 87, 90-1.
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heterosexual definition of family. Kight and his colleagues burned through the ““straight state,

R - . 24
destabilizing heteronormative welfare politics.

In 1976, Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee on Gay People where he
advised the president on gay and lesbian issues.25 In the 1976 election, SDC endorsements
overturned four veteran conservative judge assignments, which at the time was unprecedented in
California electoral history.26 The same year, Kight co-founded the Gay and Lesbian

Caucus/California Democratic Party.

Kight and Howard Wallace joined together in 1977 to formulate the gay and lesbian response to
the ““depredations ofthe Coors Family on Gay/Lesbian issues.” One ofthe most pressing issues
was when the Coors Brewing Company fired gay and lesbian workers without cause and gave
new hires lie detector tests asking ifthey were gay. Coors Brewing Company forced lie-detector
tests on new hires, random searches and seizures, forced physicals by company doctors, and
layoffs or transfers of senior employees.27 Kight worked with local unions and organized a
boycott against Coors distributed and served in gay and lesbian bars. The boycott received

national press and highlighted a very powerful revenue source — “the gay dollar.”

In 1978, Kight became a member ofthe California State Democratic Central Committee, the
subcommittee on Civil and Human Rights, and a Co-Chair ofthe Delegate Selection/Affirmative
Action Committee ofthe California Democratic Party.28 He authored numerous resolutions
pushing for funding for social services, social service organizations like the GCSC, and
protecting employee rights.29 He spoke before the House of Representatives on the issues of
poverty and education of youth, and demanded that the concentration of discussion stay on topic
rather than the house’s ““single-minded preoccupation with homosexuality.” Kight urged that
they “become a force for social change and not one of further confusing the social issues ofthe
day. 30

During election years, the Stonewall Democratic Club published a slate sheet, lobbying for
candidates who would fight for LGBT rights. Kight and Fox served as founding President and
Vice President respectively and both men continued to serve on its Board for the rest of their
active years.31 Starting in Kight’s McCadden Place home, the SDC is now one ofthe largest
Democratic Clubs in California and currently has thirty-eight chapters in the United States. The

SDC endorsement is considered a must-have to win the Democratic ticket.
No on Briggs Initiative Committee

While Kight, his colleagues, and the Stonewall Democratic Club were remolding liberal politics,

the “Moral Majority” and the New Right grew enraged at HUD’s decision to change the housing
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subsidy guidelines, seeing it as ““an attack on the family. 82 The late 1970s saw the repeal of
many state ordinances that offered protection to gays and lesbians and much ofthe nation fell
into a long period of conservatismm and economic retrenchment. In the 1980s, a new aggressive
conservatism burrowed into the Republican Party, forming a potent coalition that shaped the

politics ofthe decade. 3

In 1977, singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant wrote a book called The Anita Bryant Story: The
Survival of Our Nation's Families and the Threat ofMilitant Homosexuality. Bryant led the
Religious Right’s war against gays and lesbians in Florida under the guise of ““saving our

children. 34

The ““Save Our Children” campaign sought to repeal a local Dade County, Florida ordinance
which prohibited discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The campaign was based on
conservative Christian beliefs that homosexuality was a sin and a threat of “homosexual
recruitment” of children and child molestation. Her campaign marked the beginning of an
organized opposition to gay rights that spread across the nation.35 The Florida voters supported
the repeal. The same Religious Right that had organized to fight the ratification ofthe Equal
Rights Amendment now had a new enemy — the “liberated” gay and lesbian. Bryant’s crusade

was seen as a growing national trend of deep-rooted animosity and fear of gays and lesbians.

In anticipation ofthis growing wave of aggressive homophobia, Kight and lesbian activist lvy
Bottini formed an ad-hoc committee called the Coalition for Human Rights at Kight’s McCadden
Place home. The Coalition was made up of political, educational, legal, and social service
groups. The Coalition’s purpose was to organize the gay and lesbian community nationwide in
organizing boycotts, voter mobilization, education, legislation lobbying, and media coordination.
The most immediate pressure was to effectively prepare for what Anita Bryant and the Religious
Right were going to bring to California. Three days after they formed the Coalition, Kight and
Bottini staged a ““Stop Anita Bryant” march in Hollywood; over 9000 protestors from all over
Southern California marched and $2200 was raised. The mobilization ofthe march was done at
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McCadden Place and largely over Kight’s home phoneline.

As predicted by Kight, John Briggs ofthe Orange County legislature sponsored Proposition 6
which sought to ban gays and lesbians from working in California public schools. Briggs called
it the ““California Defend Our Children” initiative.37 It qualified for the November state ballot

and was commonly referred to as the “the Briggs Initiative.”

Kight quickly solicited the support of activists and colleagues, gay and straight friends,
celebrities, and business groups across the nation; his efforts received unprecedented support and
donations to the cause.38 Three main organizations formed to meet the threat of Proposition 6 —

two ofthree were run out of Kight’s home — The No on Briggs/Proposition 6 Initiative
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Committee (NOBIC) and the Committee Against the Briggs Initiative (CABI). All the groups
were integral in the fight against the Briggs Initiative.

Tuesday meetings were held weekly at McCadden Place and became strategy sessions on how to
mass educate California voters and to have one-to-one contact with Californians. NOBIC
sponsored Frank Vel’s cross-California “Walk Against Briggs.”* Kight’s colleague, Frank Vel,
walked from the Mexican border to the California-Oregon border in order to personally speak
with voters about the proposition. Kight drove alongside Vel most of the way acting as Vel’s
guide and guard, and to coordinate media and stops along the way. Vel walked 1200 miles in 83
days. Together, they stopped in 200 communities and talked with over 5000 people.*

In anticipation of this anti-gay and lesbian referendum on the 1978 ballot, Kight also held open
SDC meetings every Thursday evening at McCadden Place. At these meetings, members would
discuss the various SDC-endorsed candidates and how to defeat the Briggs Initiative.*!
Ultimately, Proposition 6 did not pass. When Briggs added a clause that made even knowing or
associating with a gay person grounds for termination, Governor Jerry Brown and President
Jimmy Carter came out against the initiative, followed by past Republican Governor and
presidential candidate Ronald Reagan.

The collective effort to defeat Prop 6 showed opponents the financial and organizational power
and reach of gays and lesbians. It also showed that civil rights organizations, like the American
Civil Liberties Union, would continue to fight for gay rights.** Morris Kight said of the win —
“We now have a vast reservoir of good will, or at least liquidated prejudice to rely on.”*

Even with the defeat of the Briggs Initiative, backlash against the gay and lesbian community
continued. At times Kight was optimistic noting that the work of Gay Liberation one day will be
done but that “no one believes that the goals of Gay Liberation will be finished in this
generation, but the spirit has been ignited.”** But Kight had concerns about the general direction
of the Gay Liberation Movement with his decision to enter politics rather than advocating “for
basic education of the non-gay public.” He said, “we’re being licked here and there by being
‘reactive.” We move, they move with larger forces than we do. ... It makes us eternally reactive. |
wish we’d done it differently. I wish we had never even tried all this legislation. It hasn’t
changed the quality of life for gays one damn bit.”* Kight started to believe that if people met
out-gays, the movement would be light years ahead.

Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission

In 1979, Kight was appointed to the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission by his
friend and colleague Los Angeles County Supervisor Ed Edelman; Kight served on the
commission for 22 years. The Commission was originally founded in response to the Zoot Suit
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riots in 1943, working to improve intergroup relations between LA County’s ethnicities. The
Commission is the oldest of its kind in the United States.*

Under Kight’s influence and guidance, the Commission accomplished numerous firsts: the
creation of the Crossroads Employment Agency to provide job-finding, counseling, skill-sharing,
and skills for job development in neighborhoods in crisis, and specifically with gays and
lesbians;*” adding the term “gay bashing” to the annual report on hate crimes; collaborated with
the Los Angeles Unified School District to develop policies and procedures for data collection
and reporting hate crimes and bias-motivated incidents which resulted in the founding of Project
10, a life-saving program for generations of gay and lesbian youth; held a Corporate Advisory
committee panel discussion regarding discrimination against gays and lesbians in the public
sector;*® and held a public hearing on prejudice and discrimination based on sexual orientation.

In 1984, Kight was elected Vice President of the Commission and in 1988, in a historic vote, he
was elected President. As President, he became the first openly gay person to serve as president
on a commission in Los Angeles County. Kight was now considered the “elder statesman of the
gay community.”*

With 22 years on the Commission, Morris Kight is the longest-seated, openly gay appointee in
the history of the United States. Zev Yaroslavsky, former Los Angeles City Councilmember,
made Kight an honorary commissioner — “we put Morris on the pedestal he belongs.”"

Kight’s tenure on the Commission also saw the continuation of trying times for the gay and
lesbian community. On the federal level, the Democratic Party eliminated the fought-for clause
from their charter — “non-discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation” — which posed a huge
problem in securing grants needed for gay and lesbian organizations and causes. In addition, the
police continued to treat gays and lesbians as if they were status offenders. Using his platform,
Kight regularly spoke and wrote to the United States Congress and the House Committee on
Oversight and Reform to address these issues.”!

The AIDS Crisis

At McCadden Place, Kight’s garden was his ultimate solace; especially during the AIDS crisis.
Kight would plant a tree or bush in memoriam for a friend; he soon had planted 22 trees. Some
are still in existence. His friend, colleague, and fellow co-founder of the Stonewall Democratic
Club, Howard Fox, died of AIDS. When Sheldon Andelson died, it was said that Morris Kight
walked out to his garden and sighed because he had run out of land.>? “Planting trees is what I
do, it is the metaphor for my life.... Trees are the future. I plant a thing that grows and gives
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shade and fruit and succor to the downtrodden, the dusty and tired wayfarer. Hopefully, by

planting trees and institutions I've made a few people less lonely in these 60 odd years.

Kight was involved in the founding of Aids for AIDS in 1983, which provided funding for
emergency rent, mortgage, and utility payments for people with AIDS, and helped found Being
Alive in 1986, which was a militant activist group that fought for civil and moral rights of people
with AIDS. In 1990, Kight formed Aunt Bee’s with Miki Jackson, a free laundry service for
AlIDS-afflicted persons and a thrift store which helped fund the organization. Aunt Bee’s picked
up soiled bedding and linens from homebound patients with HI'V and AIDS, then washed, dried

and folded and delivered back to them. 54

Kight used the bullhorn ofthe Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission to make
known the massive overcrowding at Los Angeles County hospitals causing people with AIDS-
related pneumonia have to wait up to four days in holding rooms.55 Kight also spoke about the
rise of hate crimes against gays and people of color during the AIDS crisis, and the housing crisis
affecting gays and lesbians from prejudiced landlords. And, in 1993, Kight introduced domestic

partners legislation which passed soon after.

Kight went back to his GLF-activism tactics during the AIDS crisis. He co-founded March On!,
a political-action organization to promote understanding for people with AIDS. March-On!
quickly went nationwide as they planned a successful statewide march on Sacramento and
performed ““die-ins” across the country.56 Kight organized multiple die-ins during the 1988
Democratic and Republican National Conventions. “This country needs an all-out war against
AIDS with more funding for research, health care, support programs, counseling, and
anonymous-voluntary testing. A “‘die-in’ is a positive way to gain the delegate’s support. Itis
also an affirmation of our brothers and sisters who have succumbed to the disease,” Kight said.
The die-ins were coordinated with ACT/UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power), the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, the National Association of Gay and Lesbian Democratic Clubs,
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and the Human Rights Campaign Fund.

Being the third largest concentration of AIDS cases in the United States, Los Angeles was far
behind New York and San Francisco in providing hospice and home health care services for
people with AIDS. With Kight’s guidance, the “No on 64” campaign to defeat Lyndon
LaRouche’s AIDS quarantine proposition rolled into a coalition called “Los Angeles AIDS
Hospice Committee,” which included Michael Weinstein, Laud Humphries, and Jackie

Goldberg.

In 1987, Kight and thirty colleagues spoke for seven hours detailing personal horror stories and
bureaucratic red tape experiences of people with AIDS at the Los Angeles AIDS Hospice
Committee public meeting. The meeting was also a plea to the Los Angeles County Board of

Supervisors to provide funding for a rational and compassionate approach to dealing with the
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AIDS crisis. The committee and protesters gathered at Board Supervisor’s Mike Antonovich’s
home to protest the county’s negligence to provide care. Eventually the Board of Supervisors
unanimously passed a plan to commit $1.5 million dollars to hospice care.58 The next year, the
Board of Supervisors again voted unanimously to commit $2 million for AIDS programs, which
quadrupled the county’s support for hospice programs. Over the next 30 years, the Los Angeles
AIDS Hospice Committee (AIDS Healthcare Foundation) has become the largest global
advocate and provider of HI'VV/AIDS medical services with the clear mission “to rid the world of

AIDs. °°

Gay Asian Pacific Support Network

Prior to 1980 there were few places for gay and lesbian Asians; for the most part Asians felt
isolated from the larger organized gay community. Morris Kight was instrumental in changing
that dynamic. In 1980, Kight and Roy Kawasaki organized and hosted the first meeting of Asian
Pacific lesbians and gays at McCadden Place. There were close to 20 people at the first meeting
and within a month the group had grown to nearly 80 people. Eventually, the group formed a
board, had potlucks, weekend retreats in Big Bear, and printed a newsletter. An offshoot group
called Gay Asian Pacific Support Network (GAPSN) started in Los Angeles and quickly spread
to other cities on the West Coast. In 1989, GAPSN presented Morris Kight with the Pacific

Bridge Award. 0

The McCadden Place Collection

Most of his life, Kight frequented yard sales, and thrift and antique shops. He collected 18th
Century Dutch art, Native American art, Southwestern American art, Latino art, and Folk art.
While living at McCadden Place, Kight devoted time to collecting paintings, photos, drawings,
posters, and ephemera from the Gay Liberation Movement as well as the Civil Rights Movement

and the Anti-VVietnam War Movement.

Kight exhibited annually at Christopher Street West and he kept a rotating exhibit on the walls at
McCadden Place. Kight’s many events allowed him to show his art collection to a broader
public. As his collection became more well-known and prominent, an increasing number of
quality works were donated to the collection by artists and other collectors. From his hospital
bed, Kight signed over his McCadden Place Collection to ONE National Gay & Lesbian
Archives. Since then, the McCadden Place Collection has been prominently exhibited at ONE
Archives and in several oftheir publications.61 Morris Kight’s Papers, which includes 360 boxes
of correspondence, videotapes, publications, and ephemera was donated to UCL A’s Special

Collections Library. ez

“Leadership to the uncertain, pride to the demeaned, and comfort to the dying” - Al Martinez
speaking about Morris Kight
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In Kight’s later years, he turned his focus to the aging gay community. He spoke to the younger
gay community on “how we survived” and to always remember that ““old” is the best word of all.
In 1992, he held a conference that focused on the concerns ofthe quality of gay life for seniors,

- - 63
legal issues, and housing needs.

Kight moved from McCadden Place in 1992; he died ten years later. Kight had helped countless
organizations, causes, and people during his time at McCadden Place. He never waited for a call
or a question; Kight ““offered leadership to the uncertain, pride to the demeaned and comfort to

the dying.”’64 When he passed, the Los Angeles City Council and the California State Legislature

adjourned in his memory.

Criteria 2: Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state,
city, or local history.

Morris Kight

Morris Kight was born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919. He was born into a poor
farming family. He was named after Virginia Morris, the midwife who birthed him, because his
family did not have the money to pay her for his delivery. Kight quickly had to learn the chores
ofthe house and farm when his father was Killed in an accident when he was seven years old. 65
In an interview with historian John D’Emilio, Kight called his time in Proctor growing up as a
“stranger in my own home, a visitor in the village, not part ofit [and] always alienated. 66 He did

. - - _ _ . . _ 67
find solace in botany, books, collecting art, and tinkering with his family’s Model A Ford.

In the Mid-1930s, Kight and his mother owned and operated a roadside diner/food stand. There,
he exercised his first act of civil disobedience when he knowingly seated an African-American
couple in violation ofthe “mixing ofthe races” law. Kight was detained by the sheriffs for this
act; he was sixteen years old.68 During this time, he was introduced to the writings of Mohandas
Gandhi. He quickly felt an affinity to the practices of ahisma, the principle of nonviolence, and
satyagraha, the truth force that guides nonviolent resistance. Kight practiced pacifism throughout
his life; it especially had a profound influence in the gay liberation movement’s motives and

tactics. Kight almost always signed his letters with a variation of “peace through love.

Kight studied public administration and political science at Texas Christian University and
graduated in 1941; he worked his way through university. He formed the Oscar Wilde study
group, which was the first official and openly gay club on a university campus.70 There were
occasional gatherings of gays at people’s homes but discretion was essential because ofthe

oppressive legal and social situation for gays.71 While at university, he took the rigorous test for
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the Roosevelt’s administration’s U.S. Career Service Training School, learned about public
policy issues, specifically in the areas of civil liberties, civil rights, social service delivery,
defense budgets, foreign policy, urban renewal, and housing, and formed an acquaintance with
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First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.

Kight opposed war and the cruelties of genocide and chemical warfare. He was active in World
War Il opposition efforts, including protests and later raising money to support genocide victims.
During World War |l, he served as a civilian administrator adjunct to the military in the Pacific
Theater; his task was to plan governments and policies for the islands reoccupied or recently

73
conquered.

After the war, he lived in various areas ofthe Southwest, on his own and with his mother,
opening and running hotels and restaurants. He briefly worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs
but the institutionalized inequality and substandard treatment ofthe Native Americans he
witnessed led him to quit. He soon joined local tribe leaders in organizing social services and
public health services for New Mexico’s indigenous people.74 While in New Mexico, Kight
discovered underground gay communities in Albuquerque and Santa Fe. He knew of several gay
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bars in Albuquerque that the police did not harass.

Kight married a woman in 1950. He had two daughters; he was married for five years. Kight let
only his closest friends know he was married and had children, mostly for fear that his credibility

. R 76
as a spokesman for gay rights would be diminished.

From 1947 to 1956, Kight volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program.
He often drove people to the U.S. Public Health Service Venereal Disease Clinic in Hot Springs,
Arizona.77 Kight was introduced to “homophile” pamphlets by actors from California when he
worked in Albuquerque’s theater circuit. It was his first exposure to the Mattachine Society, a
group he thought to be too elitist and too “bourgeois” for the young and soon-to-be radicalized

- - 78
gay liberation movement.

Kight decided to become a full-time activist upon moving to the ““gay ghetto” of Bunker Hill in
1957/58. Already a seasoned political and social activist, Kight printed business cards with his
name, address and telephone number on them and handed them out. He helped gay men secure
lawyers, seek treatment for venereal diseases, and counseled gay men who had been thrown out
oftheir homes or lost theirjobs. His phone number was widely circulated; he effectively created
an underground social service entity for gay men in crisis.79 Upon moving to Los Angeles, he
also created the Gay Liberation Resistance (GLR), a group that trained gays in how to practice
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non-violence with the police.
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Kight was also a popular opposition leader to the Vietnam War. In 1967, he co-founded the Dow
Action Committee, an anti-war group that specifically protested the chemical company’s
production of napalm and the defoliant Agent Orange for the U.S. Military. The committee and
the surrounding protests became the one of the first successful corporate boycotts. He
participated in teach-ins, demonstrations, fasts, and other pacifist demonstrations against the
Vietnam War. Kight encouraged his gay friends and colleagues in the homophile movement to
get involved with the committee but they feared being labeled communists or socialists.®!

For years, his friends Don Slater, Don Jackson, and Jim Kepner tried to convince Kight to devote
himself entirely to the gay liberation movement. In response, Kight would either try to convince
them to join the anti-war movement or gently nudge Kepner, in particular, toward his belief that
the homophile conservatism and elitism of the gay liberation movement did not work. In a series
of letters to Kepner, Kight acknowledged the homophile movement and what it had done to a
point but Kight looked to the passion and immediacy of other movements for inspiration, like the
anti-war movement, and groups like the Black Panthers and Peace and Freedom party.%?

“If only we had the moral character to see it, and could free ourselves of guilt feelings, feelings
of inadequacy, and worst of all, shuffling papers. When I go to a homosex meeting and see a pile
of reports I know that all ideas have died....”%* — Morris Kight

A series of events led Kight to grab the reigns of a new radical gay liberation movement — the
brutal murder of fellow gay man, Howard Efflund, by the Los Angeles Police Department; the
Stonewall Riots and insurrection; and the “civilized” homophobia from the anti-Vietnam
movement. Kight, Slater, and Jackson of the Los Angeles Free Press, “sent out a call,” and the
Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA) chapter began. From the start, and for many
decades to come, it was clear that Kight “was the chief driving force and fountainhead of new
ideas — outrageous ideas which worked, and which got on TV.”%*

When interviewed by gay scholar John D’Emilio, Kight described the need of the GLF/LA —
“No people can liberate themselves unless they engage in radical action.”% He later reminisced
that his singular goal through his years in the gay liberation movement was to “ease the fear and
self-loathing we homosexuals seem to feel for ourselves.”%

The GLF/LA meetings brought about excitement, action, and liberty; Kight believed it was his
responsibility to “convince them that it was the most important thing in their world, and that they
can achieve that, that only they stand between themselves and total freedom.”®” At the age of 50,
Kight was organizing and managing protests, gay-ins, rap sessions, media hypes, and a gay crisis
phone line from his Westlake home. Kight was brilliant with the media attention. He easily
commanded a crowd of protestors or a news camera. His eloquence, direct nature, and
graciousness was exactly what gay liberation needed moving forward.
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Through the GLF/LA, Kight co-founded the Cristopher Street West (CSW) pride march/parade
with Troy Perry and Bob Humphries to commemorate the first anniversary of the Stonewall
Riots in New York. The purposes of both the CSW march/parade and the gay-ins held at Griffith
Park was to encourage LGBT folks to come out of the closet and engender a positive self-
attitude. Kight also co-founded the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) with fellow
GLF/LA members, John Platania and Don Kilhefner; the services offered filled a wide gap of
social services for the LGBT community. Kight, though, continued to offer his Westlake home
as an overflow to the GCSC and always manned his phone line for calls. Kight served on the
GCSC Board of Directors from 1971 to 1977. During this time, he served as president, vice
president, and secretary. He worked full-time at the Center in various areas. He co-founded the
Van Ness Recovery House, a rehabilitation facility serving gay alcoholics, and the Liberation
House which provided “crisis housing” for gay runaways and “throwaways.”*® He was also
responsible for the identification of three million dollars for the Center.®’

Kight would regularly speak to other gay liberation groups about the “new awakening of gay
political power across America” and various growing gay political conventions. He would speak
about gays realizing their own political and societal power.”® He offered advice on how to
organize and finance social action programs because of the monumental success of the GCSC.”!
Kight supported and was involved in San Diego’s opening of their own LGBT Center in 1973
and San Diego’s first gay pride parade in 1974.°? To the mainstream media, he offered simple
explanations of what gay meant — modern and self-identifying, “dancing, mowing the lawn,
washing the dishes, loving and living like other people...we are a fact, like age and birth.””® Put
simply, anytime Kight was asked to speak or march or offer assistance, he was there.

By the time Kight moved on to his next residence at McCadden Place in Hollywood, the social
and institutional picture of lesbians and gays had largely changed. There was little questioning
that “gay was good” — there were over 1,000 gay and lesbian organizations, cities across the
nation were holding gay pride parades, there were new economic opportunities for gay-oriented
businesses — the message of gay pride had altered the way gays and lesbians lived and how they
understood their lives and identity.** Kight now pivoted, along with his colleagues, to political
matters.

In 1975, Kight co-founded the Stonewall Democratic Club to serve as a bull-horn for LGBT
governmental issues and to help gay-friendly politicians get elected. There are currently 35
active chapters nationwide. In 1976, Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee
on Gay People where he advised the president on gay and lesbian issues. In 1977, Kight led the

8 Cherry, Email correspondence; Faderman and Timmons, 192-93.

8 Morris Kight Biographical Notes.

® Gay Times, “Kight Visits.”

1 Jackson, “Kight to Speak at GAA,” Bay Area Reporter.

2 Gierach, “Morris Kight: The Father of Gay Pride Retires.”

% QOliver, “We Are a Fact Like Age and Birth!” San Bernardino County Sun.
* D’Emilio, 250-51.
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hires lie detector tests asking ifthey were gay.

The new visibility ofthe LGBT community prompted a homophobic backlash. In the late 1970s,
singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant lodged an attack against Floridian gay and lesbian teachers in
her ““Save the Children” campaign. Her movement gained the attention California Congressman
John Briggs who managed to get Proposition 6, better known as the Briggs Initiative, on the
California state ballot. The 1978 failed proposition sought to ban gays and lesbians from working
in public schools. The national effort that Kight and others developed to defeat the Briggs
Initiative displayed a new level of political astuteness and defining power in the LGBT

. 96
community.

Kight opened his McCadden Place home to “First Tuesdays,” an open meeting for gays and
lesbians needing help or services. Fellow activist Bob Dallmeyer described “First Tuesdays” as a
“form of a public address system, the ultimate networking in our community.” Kight offered
space in his new home for meetings to anyone in the community. He held his annual “Winter
Solstice” parties, which featured prominent politicians, entrepreneurs, entertainers, writers,
playwrights, and the down-and-out who came in for a meal and community.97 Powerful people

like San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, California Governor Gray Davis, author Gore Vidal,

Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley and local politicians and judges would regularly attend.

Kight was appointed to the LA County Human Relations Commission in 1979. He was one of
the earliest gay appointees to a high-level position in county government. Kight felt it was
“hugely important for the community to know that | was on that commission and could focus the
attentions ofthe county on gay and lesbian issues when no one wanted to talk about them.” He
was on first-name basis with City Councilmembers and U.S. senators alike. His conviction,
humor, and understanding ofthe process of social change and human inaction made him an

invaluable leader.98 He was on the commission for 23 years.

In 1980, he founded the Asian Pacific Gays and Friends, which became the Gay Asian Pacific
Network (GAPSN), to be a resource for the Los Angeles LGBT Asian-Pacific Islander
community. In 1984, he founded the McCadden Place Collection, a collection of art, ephemera,
correspondence, and other records that document and chronicle the emergence ofthe nationwide
gay liberation movement and his personal involvement. The collection was originally housed at
his home and he would have regular showings.99 Kight’s McCadden Place Collection is now

housed at ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives in Los Angeles.

Kight was on Board of Directors of Aid for AIDS and the United States Mission/Hudson House,
and even helped run Out ofthe Closet thrift stores and Aunt Bee’s, a free laundry and

housekeeping service for AIDS patients with activist and friend Miki Jackson. He received

% McDevitt, “The Coors Boycott: The LGBTQ Movement.” Accessed November 5, 2019. http://www.liberationnews.org/the-coors-boycott-the-
Igbt-movement-and-the-peoples-counter-offensive-against-the-right

" Bullough, 404; City of Los Angeles, “SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 14.

" Cherry, Email correspondence.

% Gierach, “Morris Kight: The Father of Gay Pride Retires.”

9 Williams, “Guide to ONE Archives: Founders and Pioneers.” ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. Accessed May 12, 2010.
https://one.usc.edu/sites/one/files/images/media/documents/guide-to-the-one-archives-cataloging-proiect-founders-and-pioneers.pdf.
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numerous accolades throughout the 1980s and even after his death in 2003, including the Eason
Monroe Courageous Advocate Award from the American Civil Liberties Union, the Eleanor
Roosevelt Humanitarian Award from the Southern Californian Americans for Democratic
Action, and a Chinese magnolia tree was planted in honor of Kight at the Matthew Shepard
Memorial Triangle in West Hollywood. The Gay Community Services Center made him an
honoree of the Morris Kight Humanitarian Award. When he retired from the LA County Human
Relations Commission in 2002, County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky made him an honorary
commissioner. In 2003, the City of Los Angeles named the corner of Hollywood Boulevard and
McCadden Place “Morris Kight Square.” Unveiling the sign, Los Angeles Mayor, Eric Garcetti
said his hope was that the Square would “inspire the activists of tomorrow. "'® (There is also a
plague commemorating the first Christopher Street West pride parade the same intersection.)

At Kight’s last LA County Human Relations Commission hearing, Yaroslavsky called him “a
living legend in the gay and lesbian struggle for equality.” Kight’s last words at that meeting
assured everyone that “I won’t stop working. ™
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wattfun. He wax biggerthan life Grand.’! withoutany monaythan e Im nlpi
who luul tore ofmoney: tie waxgrand In his nature”
PutBncrorrmeinbmd ‘McCaddenFloor hadtin*Interesting .v-tupill .11
it rmHyconducive for merimgyv It wasn't like ahouse. .it ull. Tht giuuuilb™
t. little balcony avpiltinking ihe situation, anti tlicground lloor was will. >n
tohave pretty dungood-.dux! meetings. Morris'hwncwasJust hetim -1u
thingsthathappenedinthatbouvthough. IrrmrmbrrMajorlom DnlKTt «
then*. GoreVidalcomingthen*, tremembera wholearray ofCongnvtprt
Senatorscomingthere at omi timeoranother. It became «very famousplm r
everythinghappened there*

ThesmallshackinthelargebackyardwastransformedituoagurMia'n*
became familiaraccommothuioru for manyOut-nf- town guests.

Ann Bradley started anti tan the “Lothian Writers Series* at A DIflwi'iM ¢
bookstore and had the occasionto *sk Morris Right for a favor. Bradley,..i<"
been maneventthatihedescribedas’cxtraotdin.iry'>» 19&4 atMetlull, ul»
approached KJght in the fallof IMS about hostingn.similarevent for Inai
a New Vkirk witter and founder ofthe Lttlbian Hmtnry ArchivoN whom |i oqt-
was In>»itng In Ins Angelesin eaity

‘1 asked bun Ifhrwould hostareception forher/ Bradleyrccob. ‘and Mle = s
would pay MorrU raid.-That sounds Hkr a lovely Idea.' And be hosted the .........
night and 11 wasjustspectacularWe hmJn hugeiiumhn ofpeoplelinvitetl. Hrl...1
a bannermade for herand thengave n to her forthe Lesbian Memory An h
inscribed LA. and The Mct.addcn Place Collection Welcome* loan N.wile
spiritual sister.

"Il was also amazing to have loan Nestle and Morris Kight standinglul|i=>lIti*

It meant .so mucli. not just politically but also forequality and justiceforill*
and lesbiancommunity™

«n

Bradley explainedthat a day or two afterthe party, loan Nestle, whohail 1-. m
on an exhausting schedule, had an inflammation ol Ipstcin-Barr 'On Saitmliu
1 called him and explained that she had 11 restricted airline tickri and m*s|.ul |
medicalauthorization. Oh darling youcall lienTeller. Morrissaid

Ben feller saw Nestle andgave hei the necessary loner to change Nestle:
restricted ticket to get on an earlier Qigbt.

Bradley conllinued. “Yhuwouldn'twarn inabuse tluit kind of powerlthat Kl|;In
hadl llr wasa personofaction VeryOlrJ.udinaryperson.*

Atypicalthank->ounotefromoneofthr thousands ofhousegur** throughtin

yearswent:“‘Dear Mmris.yourhome s the warmest, mostpeaceful andspiritltil
My favoriteplace In 1-A."

FIRST TUESDAYS

ON1l OF THI; FIRST THINGS KIGHT DID IN MIS NEW HOME WAS lit
aroir'firstTuesday'ThefiiriTuesdayofrwrymonthwasameetinginiIN*home

open toallgay, kvhimi, and trails pontonswith needs orwith services 10 promote
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eintifmeyerlemcmbctrd beingtakentoa Firo Tuesday mo-tingwhen hefirst
mu’1d LosAngelo*and howhe nwt \touts Kigh;. ‘If wasineultiiiwielnncwttfc-
7, withinourcommunity. Ulilidicvabli* needs were addressed, and everyone got
«'mmli needs met. IVoplcalsocame to piomotc themselves. It wux u publicadtlrets
1Stent specifically forgay people.”
it won Kight doingwhat Kight did liest—connecting people whocanhelpone
m'Milhei and who will then help inhere
Itablmeje continued. "Morris had control ofeverythinggoingon.*

111st TUesdavcarried on foryears on McCaddenPiacc- Overtime.Right telin-
iliiHihnl his controland allowed others tohost at McCadden Place. Eventually, it
llimed in anotherlocutionand lintldea ofcommunity helping each otherevolved
*muO0llmu variations. It became an institution an inadm-dub Institution.
|l irst Tuesday also birthed many activists Writerami actor Michael Kearns
i«<riveda phone call from Moms Kight whom he had known ofsincebeforehe
..... veil to LosAngeles. Kight called to compliment Kearns on his new book and
1l1being nn the coverofthe Advocate lieinvited KcumstoJOoin the First lueviay

"rw. @nd thusbegun Kearns*commitmentto actlvtan andadvocacy and alifelong

luriidihipwith Kight
Without the benefit of acrystal ball seeing into the future, one might haw
,1.nutted thattills periodwas tire pinnacle nfRight's popularity. Itweaheadytime
rm sure. Inaddition to a growinglistofbenefactors, Kight lutd a steady strciirn of
Mivairieeg. Tlrere were a lotofpeople coming mid going. Glno Veritm called them
little*." while many others saw them as Morris' followers.' Whatever they were
ntlled, (heywaited for Morris todelegare to them some task, some menial and
ample assignment that would allow them to participate in theirown liberation.
llino,whowas neverone ofthem, remembered Him"Morris' egowasa bomunless
I'll"" and described them as"people who surrounded himand kowtowed Me wits
agreatfriend hutl nevercatered 10 hisegolikethat. Morris alwayswanted agreat
ileal ofattention. Sometimeshe got it. sometime*bedidn't.*
lon Pimunla remembered Kight“us avery complexman.* Me understood and
lovedKight like fewothers."Howas both Fatheruml Motherto uwhole community
*»|lost aouls making ourwaytownrd freedom.' Kight served us » sounding board
forthe youngPlaunia. hewasaconfidant and a mentor "lie was an incmhbly
Ilwaulifud man, as 1l youngman. Mb lack ofwrit cate. |hii .rooking and rating
didn't help, but hr was still an attractive man Into Itb fifties | think at n certain
point Monts did whitl Ire felt that he had to do.*
Steve Berman und Kightalsogrewvery doseduring the 1970s Barry Cnpllow
describeddiem bringlikefatherand soatheyhod *anatural alliance’' Kight would
imply thathisand Bermansrelationshipwas much moreintimate. CopilowinxHted
that "Morris Kightwitt thenott-sexuallovcofMeve Berman*life. Mewn*amentor,
aguidinglight and Steve would do anything lor Morris." late MeitUey echoed thr
sartic Sentiment, that Berman wouldVe dour anything for Kight Berman gave
MorrisanolderorangeToyotaforhisirsc-
Whtle working at the Center, Hermanwent backto schooland studied tobe a

psychiatrist His degreewould help the Center toexpand Its service.-
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estimated by an Industry wiurce that In ihd mid 1970s disruptions lit litliia<
around (he countrycnuMd nwrly S7S0.04K) Indelayed productions.

Obviously, breaking tire mediadysfunctionwould notluippcnwith otu-ti........
Stratton or one argument. It would hike decades of coiisdouaness-ruisniu *i«
re-educating the media, print, radio, television, and feature films. ItwuuM i
years of phone calls, letter-writing and petitions from activists on btMli <« jn
citing offensive behaviors and crude remarks KJg)ubetaine adeptatthritglin< i

walk ofdiplomacywith a trig stick namely hi* repurafioo forbeingablein. all
effective picketand boycott ovemigfiL

Always polite, concentrated. aridin the point abouttheumbrage. KgINn- t, e«
shied away from offering possiblesolutions to die plot or suggest alterimi--»
portrayal* fnot wanting fo erase gays altogether from the cultural (abrio. « tin.
the studio or producerwould n*s»ond »»UgfM eitherwitlia phonecallorten! | Il
thankhim forbnnging this to their attention No matter the response, ihr >
always madeconcession* to*Inr> linesor. anmetimt*. they eliminated a firltoi. *
character.

InaLosAngela/Im«articlef.'idurtngthe trendline*Gays Lobby for New Midi.
Image.*Kightwas askeditthere haw Irern any mxepiablr portraits ofboroevre.mil.
on TV. He replied: ‘No. | cant think of one Though we tivank diera for the urn 1
that are leastbad. n

INn a note "to the file* dated Septemhor 1976, Kight docuroemed a phoiu*i -ill
with an ABC television executive: “Culled with reaction to the TamDy* sbuw mi
gayness, expressed our appreciation fnt purls n( It, in depthdiscussion |aud| mv
resistance to the homophobia In It."

POLITICS

WHEN LOS ANGELES ELECTED AMERICA'S FIRST IILACK MAYOR. HIM
Bradley lwho unseated notoriouslyconservative Sam Yorty), Kightpromptly itvi luil
out. Bradleywn*open to better relations with the guy community and agreed tn
meet with Kightpublicly. At the meeting when Kight extended hL\ hand to Bradley
the mayorresponded, reachingbackacross atable toshake Right'shand. This w.t*.
the first kind gesture madetoward thegaycommunity from ahigh-ranking pnbli.
officiaL ahuge advancement. Kightwould frequently calluponihe nuvortudbn
Issue* afleeting homosexuals. In turn Mayor Bradley appointed a haUon to lire
gaycommunityandhisofficeremainedfriendlywith KitfitltWavhard notluh..
.Anoiheradvocatewas StateAssemblymanW/illie Brownwhowoikcd vm haul
on the Conventing Adults bill that repealed *aD laws against homosexual alls'
betweenanurenlingadults Forfiveyearsthebillfailedtopasslire kgnUinre. with
Brown rWwWnuoduclng It everyyearuntil it passed in May 197S. Foi thellrM Inin*mi
California history guy sex aci* were decriminalized. Additionally, In 11)77 Atowii
vntod against AH t»07. which specifically banned same-sex muniage
Willie Brown continued intalk about issues that affected gay communities. <>}
clEcnDy Luninawith policedepartments inthe state. Hisreputation ova supporter ot

>

duicivil rights olgaysami lesbianswon
unrigaudcOQSttunLWiUlc Brownwas
luniallv responsible for Kight joining

*lw Democratic Party.
INn 1976. Kighi (old an Interviewer,

*hareisagrowing populistmovement
ti.sliit Ine Democratic Party and |
think ml has ihe makings Inside ii

snmrwher* fur ihe germinaiinn nf

new idea’
Kight unmediairly became active

m stale puny politics. Asa member nf
hr(jiifornla Slate DemocraticCentral
Committee,overiheyearsKighrsaved
cm Several subcommittee* fm human
lights and affirmative anion, lie
remained activein the partyselection

nl candidates anil rndonicinents.

STONEWALL DEMOCRATIC CLUB

fHB ONLY REASON FOR KIGIIT IOINING TIIF DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Wa‘§1OShapeaGaypIatformWithinamajorpolitical party.
Wallace Albertson, unold friend and straightally who had Justbecomethe first

woman presidentolthe California Democratic Council, recalled, “Morriswasvery

anxious to have agaycaucus, tohave apoliticalvoicewhich Irecouldcarryto...

the Democratic Party and also the national committee in Washington."
As president of the Council. Wallace was proud to help enlabllah the tiro gav

caucus tn the
organization tn come
a mildiiium.«quorum

Democratic party. Thereweren'tenoughopenlygay peopleinthe

forward. Wewere shim ucoupleofvoirh, becausetherewas

*Somyhusbandlackand I Joined the gay caucusin ordertohavethem qualify
OwatheGuycaucuswavraiabliahed, a Cay-centric politicalclubwnsthe nwtstep.

Many Hay wrote In a lelta to Morels The Gaysmust first demonstrate as a

closely-knitcohesivegroupmapohncaldub... theHENRYCOWELLDemoaaUc
Club, let's say," referringto one of Americas leading composerswho in thr 11)30*

served fouryearsIn San Quentinoti a*roornU’ charge
Tbuhawto. ttytoundothehattntnibepoliticaliptrgrityofGayGomduusmst/

Itarry describedthe foundationforwhatbecame thr Stonewall DemocraticClnh

Kight reached ouuo Anne Marie
Staas and husband Dr Saul Nicdorf
whom he knew for years through
organizations like Americans for
Democratic Action, ofwhich Kighthad

|# ) ———<Kkilill—— _ IrtwhAlIBI

Immtn,loa
(t*nO» QU\OVFK«no»MI
H*>»**e>>iMUmmu
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been4 membersinceiMfoundingin 1947. Passionate supporter*ofsocial |n........
*S«U«. Sifc* and NNMwvfi lioncock Parkhome was frequently used asplot
quietpolitical imtxKiuciions as wcU as large fundraisers. Knne Marie coiisM< m -|
ihe current Democratic party leadership 'homo-clueless' andgay right*ih. | ) |
frontier ofcivil ight* She wns immediately on boanl with helping to haw . . ,
platform for the Democratic party.

Along with Howard Co*, who not coincidentally had also become a pnWHIm
operaiive In state Democratic politics. Morris and a few others set oil 10 Ininnl
ihcSnmcwall Democratic Club—(hefirst gay club In a major political pain 11"
openly stated their putpote was to elm Democrats in federal, state, .uni |I........
elections who will bust serve the Interests of gays (‘lesbians’ was later ttiM<
Wallace AibetstoTisaid. “Stonewall Democratic Qub played a veryslgnlliram n.t<
in California polidct producing | thinka Un ofwell-schooled activists."

Kight and Foxserved asfounding PresidentandVP respectively, andhollin» e
continued toserve on the Roard for the rest ol their active days.

AsamemberoftheCalifornia State Democratic Central Committee. Kight u-i-1
onfustabouieveryone ofHssubcommittees forhumanrigittsandiffinnadveiM ii»m

Kight: "1 donl think gay people have »o0 very much to gain now (min I...
involvedwith continuing socialist movement*.' because socialistshad notin m«!
gaysverywell. *Arthis time in nui history, we're going to move more peoplein ul»
the Democratic Party thanwe ate elsewhere and surety that's reformisi uml l1t>>
uw-d to be an ugly word. Idon’tthinkli U anymore...flitd hopefully the IhiriN»«ill
respondto gay people ami there'ssomeevidencethatitls.’

Through Stonewall, Staas and Niedorfgot to know Morris much bettci...... |
they embracedhim and his many quirks. Saul in pai ticulur“admired Mmris M«V
much.” In Thr rarly Slunc-will meetings. they found Kight™* uitic'imperinnv

befit hi* knowledge, experience, accomplishments.* they both noticed tluii 1"
seemed 10 reinventhis accent according Ui the situation

Kight: “‘Legitimizingdie won! sgay’ and politicizing theword lesbian' >»>"" u»
important partoflliberationi because before titattime we had been hontophili
or|nsi homosexuals, orqueers oranumberoftilings. We legitimized thoseinm
andraised the gay and lesbian consciousness We established a notion that guv !+
lesbian 1*. wr.-siabli.shcdtin-notion thaiwe area community, common unliy lita
we are houndtogetherin common destiny....We started to establishacomiiomn
that has grown and grown until now there are millions nfout persons. nut lujo<
back Into the closet. To serve one onodicr, toserve society, and pan nfHud Ism
move up In theworld, get better fobs and perfecting their skillsand hiringnllti :
people”

Forthose professional and cnnsrrvnlivehomosexual*who weren'tcomfu.i.dil.
beingassociated widta blatantly gayiitganhtalion butwhowanted tn pain. >t> >>
politically, the newly formed committee- VfECLA. created a way for aflluuiu yi
mento donateto gay-friendly candidates witlicmt having to identify as'gay.

Pounded in 1977. MECLA (Municipal Elections Commince ofLos Anjylr .
initially came together to support n candidate running again&i a fiunmplimiu,
Incumbent. Sieve Lochs who hns afundraisingbackground, dewnited On-gnmp
«s ‘rm yuppies’' who wanted to dogood, and “the nicest peopleyou could inn |

but they were talking hake sales. Next morning. | called Hill, the organizer, und
said ‘forget it, it's not wmth it," opting instead lot an intimate fundraiser in the
I Inllywnod Hills for wealthy gays.’

Atdieprivatedinner Lath*gavean impassionedspeech and eventuallyraised
$20,000. Lacks remembered dial it was“unheard ofIn our community. Next day
we opened a bank account, we couldnT have ilia wind gay' In It so we came up
with MECLA." Later meetings wore held at cite Carnage IYade restaurant where
peoplewere told togoin the buckdoor "llterewere nowindows. People couldn't
dealwith being seen.

Of course. Sheldon Airdel.Min was active In MECLA (though not a founder),
and that was asgood a reasonas any fur Kigltt to play nice with theorganization.

"Thiswas notMorris KightsHung. lleunderstoodit. He appreciated whatwas
happening butbewnsnlinto fundraUinglnthe Hollywood Hills.... Therewa*some
distancethere. Pari classdistinction. Therewould have been discomforion both
aides " Itmhis. itwnsn'iKight'scrowd HeWouldn'thavelitin He'd have stood out
like anoldveteranuncle al ahightthool<iance. Nonetheless he stayed supportive.
Kight tn ManfotiL 'One of die most rapidly growing groups in California—Gay
Republicans |Isweartogod Ifyouwenttoone oftheirmeetingsyou'dfantasize that
you'reinaGAA meeting In 1970. It's exciting. Any activism should be encouraged.’

Aslhemid 1970s ushered Ina neweraforthe gayrights movementand meta-
phoricalclosetdoorswere (lung open and offthe hinges, anewwave ofopposition
tohomosexual freedoms manifested, and noonewasmore galvanizing thanorange
price pitellwWoman and former beauty queen Anita Bryant.

Rryanicreated ihe'Save our Children* campaign in FloridainOldertooverturn
legislation that banneddiscrimination inhousing, employment and publicaccess
bi.M-,1un sexual orientation. Dry-ant claimed the ordinance discriminated against
herand herchildren's right to a“biblical morality.’

Iw Bottinirecalls: “Itwas 1976 and | read an article, it wasn't even an article.
It was a couple oflittle paragraphs in the LA. Timestalking about Anita Bryant,
that she WU trying to do someinitiative againstgay men »e Florida. | remember
meadingthat andit sentachillthrough mybody. | thought, we'll he nexi Whatever
happensthere, we’ll he next.*

bottini first met Kight while visiting Los Allgelcs from New York in die early

1970s. shortly altertheCenteropened. Ivv borrowedherfriend’s cat togo secthe
“hlgold house on Wilshire."

Ilvyremembers thatMorriswas sitting onthe pordiandtheyintroduced them-
selves. and Morrisinvited lvy to join a nipgroup that was |usi beginning. Butiinc
“So | wentinside and joined the group. Itwa* small, maybe five orsixofus. And
then lwent about my business. Hewback'<> the FastCoast and | didn'rsec Morris
again until maybe 1975.

*Therewasafundraising benefitorone ofdie theater*downtown. [ thinkiiwas
la production of| LaCage Am N/ttex 1 somehow endedup in the frontrowon die
side. | heard people talk. | turned around and here's Morris comingdown on my
side ofthe aisle, where | was sitting. He was in a tux, a blackbow tie. and fits hair
wa* quite wiliite. He looked so distinguished And 1 thought, 1 know him. | didn't

knowanybody a* | seriously moved to Californiain’?;V
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Kight:"| fell Ivy WaS somebody | ought to getto know. We gotacgqiuifnii'd n
foundeveryreason iniheworld 10 cooperate [with each other!,Wfcworked my. H.
DO Propositionf>. ihe Briggs Initiative, and tried to collaborate as much aswr« roiM

Botilui knewthatshe needed toget politicallyinvolvedwithgaymen. .............
shesaid, "that'swiieie the organizingwould Mart.

"lItwas tunny becausein all my arrogance coming from NewYorkas .«li [« -
feministand having headed up the march for50,000women down Fifth Ai

I thought. Igottagetover thereand helpthembecause those guys aregunmtm. |
ftup*

At ameedngheld at Monts' house on McCadden Placethey formedon mlh
committee called the Coalition for Human Rightswhose [imposewastonrgmil
a nationwide gay and lesbian community and effectively prepare. *Sonieilin.|
coming atus.* Bottini recalls. “We don’t knowwhat It Is. but we need to bt
contact ourcommunity...weliterally organized the state.”

And then ithit; the Briggs Initiative.

In 197a, conservative Orange County legislator John Briggs sponsored PropnMI*".
6. which would ban gays and lesbiansfrom working In California publicschool'
when it qualified Torthe Novemberstate ballot.

TheCoalition forHuman Rightswas ready and the""Noon 6'campaign hiv.iim

recalls, 'justhad noideawhat lie waswalking Into!*

Kighi quicklysolicited the supportofEastCoastactivists. Florida's DadeCutout
hadreceived S20.000 indonations Irum Californiato opposedie'Save Our Child, 1|
anil-gay initlalivr. In return the “No on 6* campaign received an unprecedented
amount of out-of-state donations.

As ihe coalition grew, Bottini rcutlb, "Morris went offun his own.' IVoy IVuv
rememliers that Kight "was used In sometimes being the Loue Ranger.' Kigin
followed his own strategies nnd preferred In handle hisownfunds. Not everyoui
was comfortable Willi Dial. Tony Sullivan icalled “When | was rhelYeasuui I
he'Noon Brig#.! Initiative Committee, Susan Mcfirclvy called tne 'the consciemii
»fthe movement! One day, she walked In. and I'm with Morris and I'm saying
Morris, you cannot have acheck: you ainiwlhave money.ll*

A

In arecorded phone call with Morty Mnnfonl In 1978, Kight expressed Ids
roncems aboui the general direction of gay liberation, advocating "for ba%i<
rducation ofthe non-gay public* rather than trying to legislate. '"Havingpeople
Nncct'out-gays,"up-front-gay's and Hireling them with gay awareness,we'd In-
ightyears ahead.. . Were lwfnglicked here and then-by beingreactive,”"Wemove,
hey move with larger fortes than wodo. then wo move back again. It make* in,
iternally reactive. lwishwe'd done Itdifferently- (wish! we had nevereven uteri
ill this legislation, it hasn't changed the quality oflife forgays one damn bii. Hut
‘ducation haschanged lhe quality oflife enormously."

The“Noon6* campaign becamevery one-on-one. ltwas about’Mngout' and
beingproud.’itinvolved a lotofhandshaking, door-to-door speakingdirectly to

people about lhe harmtire Imitative would cause, nierewere elfortstoemouragr
peopleto’comeout’ totheirfamilies, co-workers, friends—«n create an opportunity
forstraight society to personally knowgay people.

FrankWits walkedfrom tho Mexican border to ihe Oregonborderto personally
%peak (O people about die bill, he'd shake hintds and lei them meetan openlygay
*nantnanon-threateningway. Momsdrove alongside and acted asWei's guide
and guard,>» hewalked 1,200 miles In 83 days, stopped in two hundred commit
mues nnd metahom live thouMnd pereotrs, to a mostly positive response. Kight;
"My virion and my dream told me that if we worked hard. California would vote
againstHits.* BecausethebillconcernedschnoheacfrcivtheTeacher'sUnionwas
opposed. Still In late Septemhrr. polls showed the bill passing

ZevYaroslavsky debated John Briggson the SamYotty TV show."Theyt-tuld'vc
RagHarvey Milk, but theywauled astraight poliddan * Yaroslavsky recall* (hat in
fare summerandearlyfallOl'78. Proposition6was stillwinning

Christopherlilsherwooddiary entry, October27,1978:'Feelingdepressed Morris
Kight just admitted to me thill Itlooks like we'll lose on Proposition 6.1 certainly
realized Ihilstobegin with, but had then In-gun tohope—and Indeed things have
beenlooking much better. (8 course. Itsalso true, and notjust a phrase, thatwe

. Nnfsortsjust by getting ourselves Into so much prominence.*
have won a victory

A turning pointwas When it was
revealed thatthe poorly written Briggs
Initiativewouldbidudeheterosexuals

EE R X n <<
mnaa» r»«tmoc-rai—.

forpossibletermination. Justforknow*  uni awy«l1SCI

ing orassociating with u homosexual,

'] rat«riri



The wey he prevented humeri-as a Ml Olsleight olhand, ashewa ...........

shaxpet and shxnwilrr than most would haw assumed He forced g re-|Hi»»-

from people, and pity the person who landed on ihr wrong side. He wa*
brihgravni orargued his pofeK. Hepersuaded people orhbmHidedthem. Mb an
assumptionthat they wereon ahigherground, thatiliey wwr prinopied«*«»e.*

10 see ihe wMom in hi* argument A* an outspoken champion for non.i..M
Kicial ihungc, lie WM exemplary.

APPOINTMENTS

KIGHT NBVBP "AN FOR PUBLIC OFFICE IT WAS THE SORT OF T'"Hm

1>« nj.i wtHiiJ have craved, but tire scrutiny Intn hw past *iwt ihe wurustnre tJin-
former «il-andfamily would have made rt notworrhtire irouble He J<d tv-**—
enRn I*t> political appointment* one tothe newf> created California Grweii«« *

Tavi Forceon Civil Rights, can*-bunthen PdrnundBlown |r Shut Im«

f'ftl H3I hill ImpaafulL thela*k Rm*wbsgiven tire nwignmcnt ofaddrtw'muan

increase in threats and violemre against racial, cultural, and religion* (Tinunili
individual*aod group* The Ku KhuMan had an unexplained revivaland ahmli.t
groupswere Nfgrrai concern to civil right-' advocates
Ihe Task Force interfaced with the California hut | inploymenc and ltamtn
Commission and the California Commission on Crime Control and Violente
Prevention, and established liaisons with numerous government anil priviti.
entitles lhal wwir concerned with civil rights. Including various county I liiiiho
Relations Commissions.
INn un undated ‘Memorandum for Anrhiws* light wroteabout (be tir*k | .ui«
‘Held a thrre-day symposium at CWWry (Joflrgr. Alta lama CNiaiiki -
members ofthe Ud. Forte were present, among them ore W* got markla-4
witxidone'
At the workshops at Chaffer College. Kigtii explained. 'People got k-_.._). _a.
wmr syneigintc kinds yf ways nnd mvryoneV space wn* respected. In llie;j,
I did. |1 used rnv one-on-one technique |of| going Intoeach person's annul* h
worked. and we on*out with .11 icaoliilioiB eadi with stumble debate WV dal
goon record In supjmn inefunon ofCaiy and leditsnconcerns in lhe n poo i .
stayingtintupofthatitcanhappen.’
Though Kight itld outenjoy = high profileon the link Puree, hiswry pre-no*
ai the (able kepi gay nghl* Included oil everylid as targets ofhatrtsl and 4j'j\wi|
*Btil the real tjurxtion K." Kight continued, "what of the ITpori?Whal my »
do for the Improvementof tin- qquUIy oflife in Callhuntaf | nave proposed Hi.ii
w'" reallytake a hant took ji die concern oflire rrpoti nvl hope lhal4 pap-I
cook cancomefrom It*

Hecomparedlhepropnedbooktobeasucntiirania* lhrlowsC«nm «t
(196Ti and Mtffoite (ommKono ;1*5) 'And certainly hopefully more h>«-w

thanthe Irtined) Assassination Commissionletmn *

lii I9R2ihr INnk Foretsubmittedits two-vulume Report&«Hanoi. Bkidc.and
Religious IvV3mrrto Goremor Brown.

lightraided hismemo tothrartlu.e* “‘livwwnpub M about thrrtnrtpresre of
threeitranofpeoplelnwarty. super-rich.the here*andthe hwvwmtv Right
now Il think (hatsociety haswTinmthe havt not* offand thosewhoan-reaping

intowalled communitiescan hire peopletocome downintothe ghettold dotheir

~tinywork/
(@)

Theotherappointmentwas more fruitfuland long-lasting: In It)7N, king-term
and respected LosAngelesCount) Supa-rvl*.* Fld Fdelmao sriettni Kightto nerve

the LotAngeles County Human »w»> (ommusioD.apn*umn lie held for
twodecades.

Founded m 1M3 in responte tothe mfamous ton Sun dues, and «uB gosng
nrong. the Commissionconsistentlyworkstoimprove imergroup relation*Inthe
Increasingly complex multicultural nivtiotunem ofLos Angrim Counts: It h lThr
oldestoflts kind hi the United Stair*

During his tenure. Kight implemented the promise of protection hosed <.n
sexual orientation, broughtgay concern*diiecdy m snaightpeople, and developed
many Important heterosexual ullle*. He ulvi involved gay people in other civil
right* issue* noiexclusive tohoron*mial»tlirreby infusing allcoiners ofsociety
with open homosexuals.

The commission, under his tnflunce ami guidance (he waselected the first
gay President 111 19681. atrompUshed nmnvnnis firsts

Kight kepta fulland aai kkfagendawhile servinganthe Commission In I*#M

ihe Commission held a public hinting on Prejudice and Discrimination Bused
on Sexual Oftenialion. ihe first olits kind in tire naiioiu added gay students to a
hearingon'Minority Youth Unemployment'. formed thr Media Image Coalition
with Gay*"d i rshUn pamcrpation added 'gay bashing" to Us annual report on
hate entire*, imtductcd lhe fu*i in ihr naitnn school hau-crime survey, which
Indudcd gay andlesbians and wfmh nwultrd in thrfounding of Protect 10 by Dr.
Virginia llitbr a lifesaving propani lot grnrmtn.iu ofGay and lesbian youth:
published o brochure.'WhatCan | Dn About mgiitry low-aid Gays and lesbians’:
held a (i>i|uuuit- Advisory Committer paneldiscussion regardingdlvrimliuition
against gny* and lesbians in lire private sottor. and a hearing titled "Effects on
Prejudice on OrelLives ofGay anil lesbian Youth"; endorsed a boycott otthe Stnto
of Colorado for their passage ol anti guy Amendment 2: collalmrmed willi | o*
Angeles Unified School District todevelop policies and procedures fordata col
lection and reporting fure crimes and bias-motivated incidents (indudhiK race.
Render (Usability. rtfuwdfv. rehpun. and sexual orientationj: corresponded with
Peter HusksOa Chair on ihr House Commuter oo Oreraght aodInvesngaUuo
ui Wavningum DC. and requested lhal a proposed bearing on hosMMexxiallty
include expun wilnrsaes on discrimination based oo sexual orientation with a
copy of lire Commission's rep.nlon Gay and LesbianYouth
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And so Il went for the 22 yews ihm Kight served on the Commit,mu »»
which firm*lie became knownns 'lirelongest.seated openly gnyiippumi.-.
history ofthe United State*."

Ann Bradley remembers that Kight ’changed the hearts anti mind
Commttcion. Ikusedhispowertnaverygenerousway. norJusttomem,
peopleand orateopportunities, hedid sweetthi.!#* | hadacoupk Itin-e

L X H/ocrand l alwaysp=iacallfromhim, to «wwm.HettHy.‘Otul.iilire
scored most Important thing, people read the from page and thou I{'[|*» h
odftor’ Many people arcaiway*waiting fortherighttime nu-iolsn.. u<i>i
for people whodo not wantyou lo haw fulldvb libertltt* nnd civil i i
Muni*Kliglu K"l thatataveryconcretelevel. | It was nor waiting foi llI**« il IM

Through lllswork withtheCommission. Kightgrew rinseU>Gift ¢« <HIM

ZovYaroslavsky: later Supervisor ofthe I/ts Angeles County flonnl ol m»i— 1
Yaroslavsky recalled. ’Monta was a legend in his own tin*- Alt - IM
community . Yon knew when he wa. repressing his views that 1f '
another guv He wa* a proud Gay man Kven peoplr who weren'tire Ini. i
Gay people, who didn’t agree with him, respected Morris. He was usymbol
personification oflhe cause."
WheneverVarusinvsky ran forre electiononUio City Gminclllieitlwi.v«« jmm|
on Kighr's endorsement. Instead. In »HHM. Yaroslavsky recalls, ’lie erelri 1M,
opponunr | tailed Morrisand asked him .thouiit and besaid, ‘well, >hre .»e
and asked Isaid ye*.""Wd/ZernHonolWith hisafd ally. 'she', mm.*... ;5.
me- Dorsanythingwe'vei«onc(ogrthcimatterFT hopewowin'hcvrel ...u»
added.‘irsgoodtoget change’' Hehad an mdepcndeoimiml mullt<lhl.yyy |
our relationship He wa* embarrassed, he did it impetuously*
In 11199, iliun-C-ouniy Supervisor Yaroslavsky (who won the ehvnre.
Itd Bdellium *I<* mu seek tc-clcction) rmppuinted Klghi in the Cinimv H'»
UdaiiOnsCommission, citing, “Ife hintserved ourcommunity wellfm m.mv.
years USanappointee “Yaroslavsky reappointed Kight forevery suliwip ... n~r
that Kight was willingto serve
In the bttt days nfAprtl and thefirst few day* In May of IW2,tbre"* <» .
Anfiekvwa*brvJrgedbyrace riots In rwgxurftothe acqgiattnl offai* wire.'|. 1
officersin Ihr brutal heating ofa Mack motoriu. the city erupted to mot- ,__.
and arageso vile it wa* humbling

Mkl liickMui recall* die afternoon that the verdicts were mini when no.
reports ofdiIMtirbunces no the streets came in. Including tin* unir.i»y nlra-o.,
apolice presence

>1 called Morris andwe went hock and forthacouple oftimes Itawi *yi»j.
cell phone*. w>wyv had to phone-tree and listen to die itevw Mnnlvialt.il >«
contactsin theAfricanAmericancommunity, friend*from Ihe peace .Hjr * in.
specifically fame* lawsott, and head of the RrstAK1E Church. Rrwnn.l' 1e
'Chip' Murray they all agreed rhai wr should meetat First AMhQnNmilt |y 'aim
LA and call lor lire rioting to stop, callfor |wacc."

Asa Commissioner ofthe Human Helutions Commission, u mmli .............
Kighr would engage will* otherrityleaden ut FirstAME.
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inher van.Jackson pickedup Moiri*and (Mrfriend lube ScboUttnbcrgei and
drydraw* 10 South Cfniral LX to ihe FirsiAUEChurchwhich, asil turned OUL
.r.*lhr olthe riot” Therewa* .in*«wie feeling* in U*e sohU
<lore In the church, a huntli ofthemdecided 10 mutch duwn ihe street. Kighr
11 Vitl atlhr clnuvh as panol fh«crtie group ofspeaker* and planner
Incksoninscribeswhathappened next: “Most businesses had already closed.
..aklng down die street. a lot ofsmall pick-up trucks arid oilier vehicle*, came
e-evan! us Theywere full ofyoungish men. noi all bui a lor were wearing while,
i” » had clubs and »*atsand what hairyou. Theystoppedinfromidiheliquor
lore. lhey pimped our ofthe trucks, maybe 25 ofthem, they beailn Ihewindows
"l ilu*liguor store.
‘ihe people whowere leading ourmarch, who were hum ihul neighborhood
*Mil Whowere leaders indie diuich. told us all io mm back. We wont hockto ihe
lunch. Astlu* happened ihr-streets started lofill up. Il jusi ballooned.”
KarenOcarnbrrmanbmpulling Intothe AML churchpartinglotasacouple
<i|people pulled signsfrom acar inmk to nonylulently protest ihe verdict. They
"iw ucrowd comingtoward lhem
Ocamb: | pulled out my lltll« Prowlers pres* puss, thinking it would 'protect
_KHU.WCcouId get Intothechurch. Afewneighbor*sawwluilwe were about todo
*ml urgently told us ro gel die hell out ofthen- We nil got back into our carsand
Ml Astheyleft, theypassed "acaravan ofcar* withangryyoungmen=*
l.ickson: "WV were ai the church, insitle. to* a while, ft was still very active,
iviworksweresei upitocheckoneach other! andthenitcrimerime lo gohome,
il vnhwalready dark.
1"People hom ihe church insisted drat any nim-Afriran Americans were tobe
««viunpaired I>y African Americans untiltheygotoutofihrneighborhood.Wfetook
«|le Streets Jwck to Hollywood and got Morris home itwasvery late. Tlic whole
IV wa* Strange, little groups ol people walking around, prowlingstorefront*. It
«eus still bubblingup Hollywood was mostly domed Very eerie, like j science
In lion movie.'
‘Morriswu»un ihi- phone ui .l a.m. fortherestiwo or ihreo days oftheriot*,’
littkson rememheo..
because Id his position on ihe Human Kriatlims Commission. hr had a vast
sihl valuablelistofcontacts. Phonetreesandorganizingweresetin pUos They
. linked on peopleand helped people mid Kighr could monitorthe police activity.
l-ickMin: “Morriswas anerve center. Because ofhis longdeeprelitirnrvshilpsin
ilu" Alllean American community, lie wasno lireground. It wasgrassroots aB the
way With dose Intimate contacts in the police, wllh the County Commissioners,
+ uyCouncil. I h*iraiched alotofpeopleRtgedior, he »vAScommunication*centml”
Kythe middle ofihe second day. ihe riotingin | loilywood grew more intense-
»tfO bred ime half block away from Hollywood Boulevard which vim burning
iinwa Stnrehunr hy storefront, ihe fires mined what was once a heighborhood
iiituie aidly
Ilhe next day more fires Maned Kight often miked about the tires ami die
-induction Ihalfires causedtogayliberation. Thmefires vittva lotclosertobenne.
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= Steveloved Morris very much, but theywere not lovers. He. loved Morris like
a father. They did not have a sexual relationship. Steve was on an ami-selxntr

medication which was alibidosuppressor.”

For two years Kight was in ‘deep personalgrief.' Subsequently. Kight created
tire'Stove Berman Award’ at Christopher Street WestGay Pride Parade. He made
the nominations. ThefirstSteve Berman Award was presentedto Mina Meyeruml
Shnron Raphael.

Steve Bermanisin unred in Hilltop Memorial Cemeteryin Richmond. California
Kightplanted a bottle brush tree inthe McCadden Place yard in his memory.

MilkiJackson: It was Intentionally plantedright outsidethe window behind ill*
huge old table lie used as n desk—«o0 he couldlookout on it when heworked | (¢
">t forquiteawhileunderit and looked at il fora longtime thatday. He mounted
fitev*death the testOlhislife. Thai wasa loss he reallydidn'tget over*

By 1985. there hud lieeti more (hint 5.600 U S. deaths from AIDS and mill no
action from the White House

Thenin 1986 thingswent from bad to worec whenextremeright-wing ldealogin
and three-time failed presidentialcandidate Lyndon URouchcand his suppottei
were abletoget Preposition 64 on tiro November 1966Californiaballot Proposition
61lwaswmrenwith tire lagline: ‘Spread Punic, not AIDS.* Ami thatiswhat they did

Laitouchebud a following ofluhhYiMSwho named themselves PANIC IPrcwni
AIDS Now initiative Cnmmiuc**; andihey corneddie Malespreading Im hatc-1Hlud
and shamefulrhetoric. most of 1 mUin/orinailon and outright lies The ""te on
64" Initiative called for a muld-biDion-dollarbudget to eradicate ihe disease in
ciassliytng AlIDS as easily spread; torequireinandaiory HIVresting ofvarious'high
risk’ groups; and tn pubiidy name and quaranimeall those witotested poslilw

Ronald Reagan’s lack ofleadership oo the federal level made LillouchcV utin
paignfrighteningly effective One puli, three months priorin ilu*election, hod hall
of California voters infavor ofquarantining.

The "Noon 64' and *Slop LaRouche’ campaign set up olfices and modeled
their etfons afterthe successful statewide anti-Briggs nfTnri. Call centers wm
set up around die state nr systematically call every phone numberIn the pimm
bookto discuss the initiative with whoeveranswered ihe phone. They made llv
«s. posters, mailers, and T-shirtswith a simple message. 'Noont>4 " Theyworn
position papers and editorials

Fortunately, the California Medical Association, the California Nun.mp
Association, and the Centers for Disease ControlaU refused to suppon Propi-lumi
64.and (he measuretailedby 71%in 29%. Amithe countrywasnoclosertua ni,
or «n effectivetreatment

Uis Angeles was lur behind New York and San Francisco in providing bwipu i
ami home health rare seivtcvs. With Kigiits guidance, the'No on 64’ annpnif;
rolled Inmanorganized coalition called “Los AngelesAIDS Hospicr Committer’'linn
Included,among others, Mleh*elWWnMein,ps>\riologi«t,aulhorljmd Humpim9%'
and Jackie Goklin-rg 11l the Ins Angrfw School Board.
in West Hollywood to convince tin* Los Angeles County Board nf Supervi*u>% lu
provide funding for a rational. non-mnrnlisUc. and compassionate uppttiiM It in

MULIZ? IN 1T ILASF
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dealingwith (heAIDScrisis. Kightopenedthe meetingwitha rniestory o(ayoung
manfound deadlo hisapartment. “He hod spentthe last fourdays ofhtslife alone
andunable tomMoOVe When hisbodywas discovered. Il was miredin humanwaste.
Acivilized societydoes noi allow thisto happen *

Kight smsfollowed by 30 first-person eyewitness testimonials thatwent onfor
sevenhoursderailingthe bureaucratic governmental red tapethatheld up grunt
requests (or needed AIDS supportservices, research, and education,and theaim
cionsconditionsandcare for people with AIDS—"theworstcare Inthe country, itsa
scandal" IshowWeinstein summed llup.Theyrequestedatwn-prongedapproach:
establish ao In-home hospice program and sheltersforhomeless AIDS pallemx.

Before the meeting ended, the AIDS Hospice Committee announced theere
atlon ofdie AIDS HullofShame. Thefirst Inductee was Ronald Reagan, followed
by California Governor George Dcukmejlan, and the Los Angeles County Board uf
Supervisors, withthe exception ofSupervisor Ed Edelman. who hadtestifiedduring
theday. MichaelwWeinsteindireclly called outsupervisors Pete Schabarum. Duane
Dana. Mfte Antonovich, and Kenneth Hahn for allowing the countyto providea
m»verylowlevelofcare/ (Antonovich had suggested ina 1985 interview that "ull
the gay peopleturn straight* iftusolution to ihecrisis.)

After the testimonials, Antonovich held a neivs conferencewherein lie oatwl,
mThe responsibility lor the AIDS epidemic docs not belong to ihe Boaul uf
Supervisors. It belongs to ihe heterosexuals and the homosexuals who ore drug
users and engagingin promiscuous sexual behavior.' Hewenton to say dial they
must adopt"abstinence nr monogamous relationships to StOp the transmission
nfthedisease "

Hours later tire AIDS Hospice Committee and over one hundred protesters
were untside Antonovichs Glendale home, staging a peacefuldemonstration 'In
call alienlion tn IThe board «Insensitivity to ihecore ol AIDS patients," WBinsieln
was quoted as saying.

Secretary for the hospice committee. Paul Coleman, met with Antonovich
and County |l leadth Director Robertf__ Gates to read) an agreement no husplo*
funding, "Il was like talkingto a brick wall,' Coleman was quoted, and described
the meeting ** *a total failure."

I« s than two months later, in May 1987, AIDS Hospice Committee willt lwu
hundred suppoiters inarched to Governor Geonee IJeukmejian's home in lung
Beach. Ciuis Brownlie presented him. inabsentia, with asymbolic 1 leun ufSliinu*
award and officially Inducted himinto tire"AIDS I tallofShame." Another caiuUi-tighl
Mril this time accompanied by chauts ofmshame, shame, shame.’

Supervisor Edmund Edelman. who had appointed and reappointed Kiglii In
the Human Relations Commission, stepped up and demanded lire hu.rnl.uUIn--".
the Issue In helpful and mctmindfild ways. Itwas alterall, 'her responsibility to
respond to thecommunity!™ needs.

The Director of County Health Services also recommended the supervisors
provide funding and coordination ofservicesfor AIDS.

INn December 1987. the Board ofSupervisorsvotedon a plan presented by lid
Ldelman to set aside Si.5 million dollars for hospice care.Tire plan was passed

unanimously.



I DINAY U|l W 0} PAIUBM « | " JagWaWal uoejde| ‘pue ', 3l ues ul saly
[ mardoad o) Aipunejeinoyeuoe)ael NN WW Ny Q' |BUOWER W,aY10
wABoinaayioue opol U |\ 4io} 43} uos o diiy Aep e U0 8|1YyM006T U

"9A0| | W Y} eay u0ISSajoId ‘ajl| Ul SxAx829N« [BNPIAIPUIAOJUSPUBR BALIY)
uelaye uondope ay| (a)usiesak ¢r [y e arepdn yainby
loqnepp HEL 54| HONCOPE SUIY Ho,_Eum_ﬁ:m_mauf,;\,,,_w:m_\,_*f}__.g

I
urpal,md,ido B0 AR AR 20 ;o Injaiey maynl
+3A (PopIeIsIp A|3UlIN0] £A¥e100s [0 8110 8 1yBiw anmmaiu oym pjryaerdope
016 uroB | mm:ainjordiabbigayl u0IaAll 0]8x0Ud ,IUN N "YBJIIN oy cUONOR AW
pajagel (uew ‘uoyqgyul‘ynajoydjo,aioeiuw, Jy) oysoud Bunnusied Bulapisuod
. —wex MLRJR)IO)IdwaNR U pOyYMUB WA MB|AI9A yJ O BUO SLM
&s T, "u009Aepulf09 1 0)8104Mm ,'ueay ,cuondopein: xi,
5100 ni
Bliynyrvebaq | :_\k; M, StyjoreoBnxaladmskeme,emn  aiedelwo
paulWialapsems wely ‘uew oA »od-Alj« aifuisnuy uondope: uo|yl o) buus)
-le 8yl jeuosiadiueyodwj ue uofojayjteap o) -daylojiybiy 0] pauini o m
\::me_ 0J00sBMSUIBDY [3RYII N "xo1d01j0 A181ieAn U0 ajdoad pajasunod ||ns I H
salv.Buryijre Agpawnsuoafurag a_csggootméc:o:*o%memv_m_v_
A:ommf Yl woysiyle pwpalumolg
_ alldwn wy Burusdousyeseake wnye g || JoQqWSAON U|
SUYD dWEUSIA 0l nnjjKouabiawainyaoneader 0] HUI Burpuny sl pabbnip
Aue w-uo palonlfl‘siosiaiadns)o pieog >>>:oo*w_%c<mv%
pue dpiy vv_*S_Q 2%_?_ » 0l
Agt»uodsaiinoy)) b_cmssfmc_gm.ms_sm.::: o:cmE__cov__;:mE
ayluumismip oryjierniybiensiefed wnadiayoue
0P »AJJUNO WAYI|[8) OJHANY S M UIOY) 81 IR W [UOP , MI[4NO " WN W) UOPSM
‘elqoydowoy J|I'Salv uey Alpeapajowew jeyijybiam Awausue n RIMU, plES

‘SAIV Y M 0 Maadine NTWAW 31} N s:o._*oa%i w%:/\%mwwm__eswv___mgt&@;;

sioyni Aue W BUOWRSEMUOS|IM «PUSH|INO (ISIBIWAII[IBI[|IMOYM WO,I30
9SO0U) UBAB PUE ‘4|10 PaI0ajarin x| ]| ‘e1els We ulinoqeA11om 0} 8ABYALAJRY)
ayanoHejuopuf ale . uoql MAINE NP8 My
HONOHEIUOPUAT 4] >>:__@m:m:@cmﬁﬁo;o«_igi@:@Esw_rxmsw:_m_ce
1op e WyeqreonHod paskwayi uebag pue uonyqp NOujy) walowieume um
Il "nwarndd ATI 8Jifuo uorajwwzgynapniid epowioddouebeiNiiapismd
1/3ls 8 WY UI000'9T| 0BPISIBPUINAYI UO<IM| 10} YlBBp Il WWIENSa
[OHIS Lo TJ 0o Wy U J 0P %:_m_o%ccﬁmoe__w\m_%w:%w.:__Smoh%&_:x
wxax A4 U1BSOYI AR AIXURM O] Wed ", UNYMIAPBYIBPRWIYBINING | U WIUA WUB(]Oe
« € 0RRS)PAsSNIO0) Y "as00yd pinom A3yl UNH,u01Iallp
| wialyp ey Buiob «umsiyrjey| pazieas AXoinb a \, SLIOW TTeve N m
sbuumnu napBuy 01| ni) 8y |uauoBuipuenesiaquawal wejdepoy
+yBIN umfzm: ¢Korjodjeuoneu pireujjuoosesnjpuesbnipsqaiy|eius wuadu
ol«male sajealh,emeoB ajeipaww| ney|-abewepfusdoid usna ajudpaquAalle
linpreqioupiphayL | J1o0aiojaqburyifueeeyijedlpe] Weluennwalo wasam
AACdNLLYpREIMGAMAN UjueBaquol| (juebiojeuoneue L M| YoIew ul
uoneAo BuIURN® QUM Wiy PAUBIN P MUL TTO., UL WIAA »Y|[IUMSIE |
<w o u|p1AuR | 0100PIUUY JY) O]SONBSINOA UIRIP U}, BIRIMWIWOP AL

fit

8l 0)eeLlueI Yyeaylalaqlwesaardsoy "Kiomp YIrmyieaplojeyaq uo.
PMOID 3YIPNINIPQ} Y x¥Md 00G°C Yl M LB d IXMASACIUH 1sam u| Buliayieh ey
upaqguIsap IIAlWeQqog e awnsselybiw inojed ayl sn Ayredwks pue ea)
wi Buryoo; A1ojo0, eIINGRIOU AYMd )0 SIybiijeiow pue |IAID J1|| 180 Jayiahio)
rerp dnosBisianaejuenyiu e« anry Burag punoy padiiybiy
wppppul
000°9T uey) aiow pad |y seyv4y Bupunojsy uulg UMo J1ay) ul
Anmw - Auubip ynm aip oy sjdoad mojie uy Aem sayjoue sem 3| siuawhed A)nn
[wnyiBebwno ‘yua) Aouabiawalof Burpunypapiaoid yory METWI Ul S AIV 10} PIY,
[N YINPMIO} Yl U] paAjoAul Sem | H yeap| Buipun) pue ‘,eliajsl aoedefunasw
pinomiyBiy ‘ledsiy o)

® 0] *SEM P8y
puy.(asyinok uodnauokiana mou uoneroBuipuersieys wiyanb METRETIMIY

ur uoneao Burpuels njfuiuesawaniieyiiobianaujqog]einejue| ‘kespay pue
“ueIywWaulal 8yl ulise;yeads o) pajuem skeme aH Buipus parusied (jlinw e
Yynmda lowny,lypunasjos
+WEBBIGASA ) U0 W BSIIIAIBS ,|SIIOUIB W IN0J 0)881Y1} 0 ue 0j06 0)pasn
M «>in»deaujy Bulndegpl sarvdoispnooy [S8SI0Y || "MOUYNOA "plesd He
WO N Y M,apnjlyouioed ujjeiowswe wolyyieyburwoopsjedssiiohaweq
INH "S|eLIO WA W JOJ POAISSI 2I0M SPUSYBaM [WE ‘S|IRA|RHASOY Ul M P3|} SYm
Repyaamhiana ", Buiiow puesjesauoydAjepjolsifuol,ubry pruonippeul
‘aordsoypue
Wl *pUNj8I0 W paleald | el Q «3NUaAa) Xel u200qo| ybnoiy) Joj pred aaurwisu
11,1y 8re1s aseyaind 0}°'SAIY SO YINs 'sassaujjienolias wolj bulsyns nieiusuje ]
I" WinuruButiii Hine uonelsiBaj paubis ui<iloiuyw»giouian0 968611940120 Ul

1y 0} 191U Y)BAH UNUIBPY @ PUN WP ) Y) 10SIAIadNS 3l 1aHs
R B_Eomwo;;mz_::eecocm_gg._ccim 94Ul
1osialadns ayy paonposjul ay se presybiy
Nil'sid ayijoapisay uo ul mjskemeseyleayTtT plemy,plo9joleaH,eyim
>MY'TLTPINNIARANGIOUOY 0} UOBYIUN|[BIDBdSE MBIYIdHY " [}03UN| 0]
1| yiopiomaypu 1e3pAIBABY| Yl MDOIAIB}BIIPAWSAIV/ Al HJO
pue arecoapeloqojfyuh) nayieweoaq (uonepunoy [sarveayl
T U>Aeyo sweusy yim)esniwwo)addsol|salyayl nikngixauay W Q
“UbAH BIlUMOI G SIYD BY) PIEMOI000'007$ [BUONIPPE un Burpnjoul ynnubuyd
Jel<rtyrojoddns nianayhiunoaayl psjdnipenbsiyyL ,wesbord saiv sojhed
<My sJeak Burmor o) ay es
«'='N'Ana pasiidinssiosinadnsynpieoghiunod,ljabuy soay| g6l yolew U
‘flunooalp Ul satdsoy sqlyAlaaisncals
« AUl sem puejusnied SAIVGZJ0)aleo pin0d 3dldsoH aljumolg sy ay |
‘TUMOIGIMILD «JOPUNOJSH | 0BUO JOjpBWEU,BM]| "BIIBIdE| 3U QUB WO WIN(
[“"uluolleUOP00000ZS BPUBAIUNOIAY) WOIJ000°002S YIM S|
. ‘uodueeh g urjendsoq moyegieaoldsoyayl
‘peag BuoT pue ,,|abuy JUT ulseusbe Bujeine oM} 0|0T)O00S$ BuIp|0)
= UU090M] aleqapinoylmpapleme,losiaiadns Ayunod ey gi«el Alenuer uj

NSl



IK

he warned 10see ihe program Il was called Aunlic Helens andilwas supported
ily a thrift store with washing machines In ihe back/ li was sdf-suppontng mid
provided a much-needed In-home supportive service. "On the way homo, | (old
Morris that 1 wantto do (llls | want (ogive thisa (ry in LA,!

Kighthelped toraise Rinds forthe laundry service from gruntstorsmall program-,
fxllidclman helped witliaS5.000 grant from thecounty. Theyrentedasmallspan-
on Santa Monica Boulevard and hunga sign. Soon Aunt Bee's laundry Servin’',
and Thrift Store was open and providing the same valuable laundry service* in
fov Angdes. Theypicked up soiled beddingandlinensfrom homebound patient-.,
wavlted. dried, andfolded, ihrndeliveredbacktothe home. It Involved sometltm-v
two pick-ups a week and. ol course, e”anded Into checking on clients. By tin*
end ofthe first year. Aunt Bee'smoved toa mucli lurger sioreftont and function!-il
vwiio daysa week.

Many Manford had become New York state Assistant Attorney General. | |>
died tn May 1992 atago»|

ThefirstNational MarchonWashingtonfor Lesbianand Gay Rightslookpku .
in Ocroberof1979 to protrvt Anita Bryants attacks onhomosexuals. Subverti.m
marches werefocusedon tailingawareness about the national health crisis and
combatingirrational fears In 1987, Kightwasfeatured speakerto 650.000 patHi
Ipnnts. Again in 1993, when attendance at the march was closer to one mllHim
people, Kight addressed the crowd who shouted for m(ttstice.”

By the end ofthe twentieth Century, gaylife had an Identity In theworld. (i«t
politicianswere notrare and gay causes notunusual. PollHcaland publicgay nllli-
were mure common than not. Gaylife had been organised and mainstreamed

In 1992. Kighi said: *A generation agi'
it was not wry Ray to begay. Since tin-.,
a worldwide. nonviolent revolution low
brought millions out of the closet unit
ft / created wholesale change In social.d
attitudes.*

Bandy Shills tiled in Fcbniary 19M

) ~xeq2
Over Ihe long years ofthe AIDS crlsi-

>

many bodies ofyoung gay men were li-li
unclaimed at the dty morgue. If Ktghi
knew them or knew ofthan, he'd claim
| r the remains and bury them in his yanI M
McCadden place .Alongwith his mitiirt

A ousfoiir-Irggtx! housemates, the gardenill
i ==
|
wvw PsuKoccu Mirhjfl Oum

withiUU&Ier bthtrir*. rw irm ItmM bring the estimated toral of deaths In
2% ftMta hpirxU0O07 « IW j«f the United States on the darker vitle id

McCaddeii Placewasthe finalrestingplim|
formally who had succumbed to AIDS
Anecrology ofAIDS upto 2015 woulil
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Financing a Queer War on Poverty

While historians usually associate Johnson's War on Poverty with the 1960s,
the ambitious initiative continued to evolve in the 1970s. The Economic
Opportunity Act "poured millions into job training” and provided “much-
needed services to impoverished communities” throughout the nation.!! Al-
though conservatives such as Ronald Reagan ridiculed the investment, it nur-
tured countless local social justice movements. Indeed, a central component
ofthe act was the Community Action Program, which offered grants to a range
of community organizations across the nation. In Las Vegas, black women
took control of local antipoverty organizations, while Black Panthers in Oak-
land designed the first free-breakfast programs for children.!! Lesbian and gay
activists also sought support. Martin Meeker, Jonathan Bell, and Christina
Handhardt have documented efforts to recast poverty in queer ways in mid-
1960s San Francisco.!! These were impressive but short-lived. The political
developments for lesbians and gays in Los Angeles, however, were not. In

addition to funding through established programs, lesbians and gays made

use of new social welfare opportunities, especially Community Development
Block Grants (CDBGs) and Comprehensive Employment Training Act (CETA)

programs to implement gay social services. Often cast as a decade of struggle
against homophobic backlash, in Los Angeles the 1970s was a decade defined
by dramatic state support for queers.

The GCSC resembled other social service organizations in Los Angeles, in-
cluding the Watts Neighborhood Improvement Association and the East Chi-
cano Community Union. In founding documents, organizers offered a struc-
tural explanation for homelessness and poverty, what Alice O’Connor has
called “poverty knowledge.”!! Martin Meeker traced the origins of "queer
poverty knowledge” in San Francisco, but Angelenos added even greater
complexity.!! Young gay migrants, they explained, fled to Los Angeles hoping
to partake in a “fantasy that never existed." Arriving with "a lack of financing”
and "few marketable job skills,” many became trapped in a downward spiral of
"disappointment, drugs, lack of funds,” and “prostitution.” More insidiously,
"the lack of housing and employment among adult gay men and women”

placed "them in positions ofcontinuing economic insecurity.” Taken together,

sges (17 min) left in this chapter < PAGE 75 OF 441 > 17%



these impediments created an “unending cycle between the streets, the jails, including “land owners developers, oil companies and “big businesses;

the clinics, the hospitals, and prisons.” For many lesbians and gays, Los Ange- that refused "to open up government to the people.” His “philosophy ofinclu-

les was ‘“a nightmare of fear and self-depreciation.”!! jG rectify the situation, sion promised ‘“equal rights in housing, education, and employment to all

activists argued, the state needed to fund gay activists. Such aid was by no persons, regardless of age, sex, religion, race, or sexual orientation.”!! During

means a given, but the 1974 election of Ed Edelman to the Los Angeles County the 1974 election, opponents tied Edelman to the gay community. To the sur-

Board of Supervisors proved to be a game changer. While Timothy Stewart- prise of many, he welcomed the connection and condemned “gay-baiting as

Winter found that "the path to lesbian and gay political power led through city “sad and unfortunate.” Activists rightly saw opportunity in his election. “The

hall in Chicago, in Los Angeles it was the county that offered the County’s five supervisors wield sultanic [sic] power,” an observer in The Advo-

breakthroughs.!! cate noted. ‘““Ranging from hundreds of appointments to appropriations total-
Aides and supporters believed Edelman to be “a new type of Democrat.”!! ing $2.6 billion, how such funds are spent sets policy.”!! After his victory, Edel-
Part of a cohort that included Jerry Brown, Alan Cranston, and Tom Bradley, man did not disappoint. He quickly hired David Glascock as his personal gay

Edelman constructed his liberalism in what Jonathan Bell described as the liaison in order to ““raise the level of consciousness in County Government to

"crucible” of California's “‘diverse mosaic.-is Bridging Great Society liberalism the needs ofall, including gay people.”!! This partnership shaped and financed

with the New Left, Edelman touted his support for union rights and affordable gay activism. As a GCSC insider, Glascock fielded constituent mail, prepared

housing while he criticizing the Vietham War and defending personal privacy weekly briefings, and located funding opportunities for GCSC programs.!! His

rights. In populist rhetoric, he promised to represent marginalized "under- position gave lesbians and gays an important ally in the halls of power. In one

dogs, outsiders, [and] neighborhoods” and lambasted “downtown interests,” note to Glascock, Kilhefner confided © Praise the Lord that you are where you
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are and doing what you do. We love you.-s= That love was well deserved.

Edelman was elected at a fortuitous moment. The county had always been
more powerful than the city, but two new federal programs enhanced its
clout. ™l Largely ignored by historians, CETA programs offered radical possi-
bilities to grassroots activists. Signed into law by Richard Nixon in 1973, CETA
provided grants to community service organizations and created thousands of
new jobs. Nixon thought that it would ‘“consolidate the many manpower pro-
grams that had been started during the Kennedy and Johnson adminis-
trations,” but CETA actually expanded those programs.”™ For African Amer-
icans and Chicanos, one scholar has argued, it was the ‘“most significant fed-
eral jobs program in the 1970s.-ss Since grants were awarded at the local level,
county supervisors held enormous power. Once aware of the program, ac-
tivists began spreading the word “that the County [was] funding organizations
that [were] helping poor people."™ Lesbians and gays joined a diverse mosaic
seeking funding including the Greater Los Angeles Community Action Agency,
which emerged from the ashes of the Economic and Youth Opportunities

Agency and empowered working-class African, Mexican, and Jewish

:es (14 min) left in this chapter < PAGE 78 OF 441 >

communities.”™ Thanks in part to Glascock and Edelman, by the summer of
1976 over $300,000 in CETA funds were flowing annually to the GCSC. These
provided salaries, funded social programs, and linked gay rights with racial mi-
norities. The funds also created jobs with the city such as Mayor Tom
Bradley’s gay liaison, which dramatically expanded possibilities for gay
activists.ss

The Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 also offered
prospects through CDBG programs. A gift of President Gerald Ford, CDBGs
were admired by liberals and conservatives alike. The former applauded urban
investment, while the latter celebrated local community control (as well as the
inclusion of private developers within the program). CDBG allocations could
be made for public infrastructure, housing, administrative planning, public ser-
vices, economic development, and property acquisitions. Those categories
were deliberately vague in order to maximize local control. Beginning in 1975,
GCSC organizers submitted grant proposals to the county on a regular basis.
"Whenever we got requests for proposals we applied,” an activist remembered.

“Nobody else [in the country] was doing that, but our government was

18% r



within the statewide and national Democratic Party in heretofore underap

predated ways.

Gay Politics and Public Policy in the Carter Era

By the mid-1970s, the most influential gay political organization in Los Angeles
was the Stonewall Democratic Club (SDC). Through the SDC, activists encour-
aged Democratic politics to change and diversify in California. With the elec-
tion of Jimmy Carter in 1976, they also hoped to impact federal policy with an
ambitious gay rights plank outlining necessary changes to eradicate sexual dis-
crimination and improve economic opportunities nationwide. While the born-
again Carter appeared culturally conservative, historians have documented
how feminists made gains within his administration.™ So too, lesbians and
gays impacted the direction of Carter’s social agenda and helped reveal cracks
in the straight state. Ironically, they achieved success as liberals continued to
develop punitive policies directed against other social minorities in the nation.

The success of GCSC programs won immediate political allies. As early as

1973, Los Angeles Times columnist Art Seidenbaum praised the organization

and its activists. “My visit to the Cay Community Services Center,” he wrote,

“persuades me that dignity is being fostered there.” The GCSC addressed
“needs that have not been met heretofore in this city” and earned “respect
from the larger community because it helped spread human understanding
rather than antagonism.” A representative of the Sons of Watts Assistance and
Rehabilitation Project commended the ““untiring efforts” to “provide vital ser-
vices to persons in need, such as counseling, job referrals, [parole] appli-
cations, and emergency housing.” Noting that many gay residents of Watts
were in need ofthose services, he wished the GCSC “much success” and en-
couraged organizers to “hang in there!” The Southern California Prison Coali-
tion supported the attention on gay prisoners and parolees. “There are all too
few organizations operating in our society today to help ex-convicts adjust to
living again in the community, a representative wrote. The GCSC instituted
“constructive efforts to help our most disadvantaged citizens who need so
much support.... You can be assured that you have our support.” Los Angeles

city attorney Burt Pines believed that the GCSC offered a ‘““‘chance” for those

who “otherwise had none, making it “vitally important to the city.” A
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representatives of the East-Los Chicano Education Training and Research Or-
ganization admired the “refreshing and innovative ... step in the right direc-
tion, and a black activist in Watts was “encouraged to see the progress [the
GCSC] has made in providing services to a previously neglected segments of
our population, specifically black gays and females.” The Asian Women’s Cen-
ter was impressed by attention to women's issues and the “diversity of [GCSC]
programs.”™ These letters admired gay activists and also acknowledged queer
needs within their own communities. The GCSC lifted all boats.

Established in 1975, the SDC sought to capitalize on these political partner-
ships. The very name of the organization implied its left-liberal orientation.
"Stonewall” identified the SDC with gay liberation and the New Left, while
"Democratic” signaled its willingness to work within the liberal establishment.
The Advocate took note of this in a cartoon: during an SDC meeting, a young
demonstrator held signs reading “2-4-6-8, Register as Democrate [sfc],” and
Morris Kight Kkindly explained, “Now that we’re establishment, dear brother,

we're just not sure we'll be picketing with signs anymore.””! Overall, the SDC

embraced more a shift in strategy, not ideology. "In recognition of a new
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awareness within the Democratic Party” to "fully and equally represent Gay
People,” founders labored to “make the Democratic Party responsive to and re-
sponsible for the needs of all people.” The SDC prioritized the low-income
populace, emphasizing “welfare rights” and the empowerment of "single and
lower income persons.ln doing so it joined other grassroots Democratic
clubs in California in order to push liberalism leftward.

The 1975 gay rights plank outlined how this could be done. An all-out indict-
ment ofthe "straight state,” it identified structural forms of discrimination and
offered detailed remedies. Since the tax system “victimized single persons and
same-gender couples it ought not to use sexuality as criteria. Moreover, Con-
gress needed to draft ““legislation to enable persons covered by Social Security
and all federal pension programs to designate whomever they so choose to re-
ceive benefits.” Importantly, the language insisted on plural possibilities and
did not clearly define what gay families would consist of. In demanding the
right to choose whomever they wanted as beneficiaries, activists hinted at mul-
tiple familial possibilities. They also claimed solidarity with women's liber-

ation, calling for the immediate passage of the Equal Rights Amendment



(ERA). When it came to housing, activists specifically targeted HUD and FHA
policies and demanded changes to encourage "all persons to choose housing
and living arrangements in accordance with their own preferences.” This
necessitated ending "discrimination against gay people in public housing
projects, federally guaranteed housing loans, and in all other areas under
HUD's jurisdiction.”™ While they did not explicitly call for the redefinition of
family, implicitly they did. How else could policies be changed? Reforms in
HUD, the tax system, and immigration policy logically implied that sexuality
and family not be tied to citizenship or welfare rights.

Alongside gay political clubs in the Bay Area, the SDC helped to incorporate
gay rights into the California Democratic Party swiftly. Edelman endorsed the
gay rights plank without reservation, and many left-leaning Democrats voiced
support as well. These included Sabrina Schiller and Tom Hayden, both of
whom pledged to author legislation to enact the plank.ZZ If Democrats rejected
gay rights, the SDC attacked. When joe Montoya ran for a California Senate
seat and refused to endorse the plank, activists informed Democratic leaders

that he was not, to use the word loosely, favorable to our cause” and
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threatened to support his opponent.!* Beyond Los Angeles, activists won

statewide approval. Jonathan Bell argued that the California Democratic Coun-
cil helped push Iliberalism leftward in the 1950s and ig6os.”™ Progressive
Democrats such as Alan Cranston, Phil Burton, and Jerry Brown succeeded
thanks to council endorsements and support. In the 1970s the SDC continued
this legacy. At the 1975 California Democratic Convention in San Jose, Morris
UiftUE and David Glascock served as delegates.* On the evening of November
17 they introduced the gay rights plank, which was approved without debate.
"The Democratic Party in California,” the California Democratic Convention an-
nounced now affirms the right of all persons to define and express their own
sexuality.... We pledge an end to all social, economic, legal and psychological

oppression of gay people.”*! Activists had indeed “taken gay and lesbian is-
sues from the streets to the halls ofgovernment.””™ The Los Angeles Times mar-
veled at the "growing respectability of the gay rights movement in Democratic
political circles.”*! While many memories of 1970s California highlight the
Briggs Initiative and homophobic backlash, below the surface a political trans-

formation had unfolded. At the national level, change could also be detected.



In 1976 the SDC plank was sent to all Democratic presidential contenders,
including Hubert Humphrey, Jesse Jackson, Sargent Shriver, Birch Bayh, Fred
Harris, and Jimmy Carter.s- For many liberals, Carter's triumph proved con-
fusing. The Democratic standard-bearer was often a sphinx. He disappointed
progressives on many fronts and, according to some, implemented economic
policies that exacerbated an “age of inequality.”™ At the same time, Carter ex-
panded CETA and named avowed leftists (including many feminists) to key
positions of power. The former governor of Georgia was an evangelical Chris-
tian who read his Bible nightly but, as Randall Balmer suggested, was cut from
progressive evangelical cloth.86 While Carter held moral anxieties regarding
homosexuality, he thought that poverty and homelessness were greater sins.
During the 1976 Democratic primary in California, he actively courted lesbian
and gay voters. During one Edelman fund-raiser for Carter, SDC Ileaders
pressed him on sexual discrimination in housing, immigration, military policy,
and civilian contract employment. Carter pledged to end discrimination in all
areas except military policy.”™ Pleased, some members rallied around the Geor-

gian and founded Gays for Carter.” When Carter condemned racist housing

and employment practices in a California speech, they wrote to clarify that this

“also extended to sexual minorities.” A Carter aide replied that the candidate
was opposed to discrimination in all forms, including discrimination because

of sexual preference.””™ Yet in another letter, an aide confessed that “Governor

Carter is not entirely comfortable with the issue of homosexuality.”™ Carter

could endorse nondiscrimination but not gay pride. The breakthroughs that
would unfold during the Carter administration would therefore need to be sur-
reptitious.

This was certainly the case when it came to housing policy. Although largely
overlooked by historians, in May 1977 HUD officials radically rewrote the defi-
nition of family. Shortly after Carter's election, the SDC sent copies ofthe gay
rights plank to HUD and urged a new policy to allow “all persons to choose
housing and living arrangements in accordance with their own preferences.”!!
It is unclear how impactful this action was, but it likely found a favorable audi-
ence with HUD secretary Patricia Roberts Harris. A graduate of Howard Univ-

ersity, she gained stature in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations as a civil

rights and Democratic Party organizer.!! A liberal, Harris was also a vocal
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supporter of the New Left, especially women’s liberation and Black Power.
Under her leadership, HUD moved in a decidedly feminist direction.”™ Indeed,
televangelist Pat Robertson considered her an “avowed enemy” of conser-
vatives after she labeled the Moral Majority “dangerous, intolerant, and
polarizing.--=o» Considering the heated cultural atmosphere of the mid-1970s,
the policy change was subjectively ingenuous. “Any stable family relationship,”
HUD spokesman Tom Bacon explained, was now eligible to apply for housing
subsidies. He did not mention gays, nor did he define “stability.” When re-
porters asked if gay activists influenced the decision, he insisted that “the
change was not made in response to pressure from any group.” HUD was not
"trying to get a particular group in. We are simply trying to expand the eligibility
of low-income housing for all families.--=ax Regardless, what HUD adminis-
trators decided to do was radical: they had in effect destabilized any definition
of family. Theoretically, a stable queer family might be eligible for subsidies,

while an unstable heterosexual one might not be. Stability was in the eye ofthe

beholder. According to HUD, family was not beholden to marital and biolog-

ical constraints. Historians have argued that the New Right and the Moral
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Majority coalesced around “attacks on the family” in the 1970S.22 The 1977
HUD decision allows us to better understand the context ofthose fears.

The press reported the policy change as an issue of gay rights. A New York
Times editorial declared that “the government [was] opening public housing to

homosexual couples.”zZ At a press conference, reporters asked President

Carter if homosexuals could be families. Homosexuals did not form “normal
interrelationships,” he replied, but ““I| don’'t see homosexuals as a threat to the
family either --== Across the nation, lesbians and gays expressed excitement and
confusion. One woman celebrated but wondered “what does a ‘stable family
relationship’ mean?” If “each public-housing authority” could “determine
whether a couple fits the new description,” then the law was “endlessly vague,”
she worried. The Advocate reported that HUD had finally decided that “gay peo-
ple need roofs over their heads, too.” Opponents recognized the potential of
the new policy as well. In Congress, HUD’s budget was threatened when two
representatives proposed an amendment that barred lesbians and gays from
subsidies. This caused headaches and a Democratic rumble in the Senate. As

it reviewed the House amendment, "the usually stolid Appropriations



Committee became a forum on gay rights.” Two Democratic senators sup-

ported the amendment and argued that since "there is a waiting list for public

housing ... traditional wife-husband stable family relationships should have
preference.” Yet, two Democrats fought back, opposing the amendment on
constitutional grounds. “Such language would put Congress on record favor-
ing discrimination,” they stressed. We don’t want to get caught up in some
temporary hysteria and start mashing people's constitutional rights all over the
place.” The antigay language was removed; in its place, lawmakers emphasized
that ““eligibility would be determined” by local authorities on a case-by-case
basis. This allowed Congress to approve the appropriations bill “without a
whisper of gay rights” but did nothing to alter the nature of HUD’s policy
change.”™ Historians have not been terribly kind to Carter’'s urban policy, yet
the 1977 HUD policy change was significant and opened housing to previously
excluded people.™o The victory did not belong to Angelenos alone but was cer-
tainly assisted by them, as was the White House Conference on American
Families, which fittingly concluded in Los Angeles.

When Carter ran for president in 1976, he promised to bring Americans
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together for a conference about “the family.” By 1977, he began speaking of

"families” in order to “recognize the pluralism offamily life in America.”™! His
insistence on pluralism, like HUD’s insistence on stability, allowed for the

possibility of queer inclusion without deliberately saying so. Conference plan-
ners organized three regional meetings in Baltimore, Minneapolis, and Los
Angeles. As the conference neared, the politics of family became volatile. Neva-
da Republican senator Paul Laxalt introduced the Family Protection Act in 1979
that, among other things, would have “banned federal support for any form of
gay rights.VWwWhile the measure failed to win congressional support, it evi-
denced the growing power ofthe Moral Majority. The White House Conference

on American Families did not. In Baltimore, the conference descended into a
fierce struggle. Conservatives accused Carter of building “the worst record for
family issues for any president in history.”™” Conference attendees, however,

voted to endorse the ratification of the ERA and offered support for gay
rights. ™! Antifeminist Phyllis Schlafly decried the results and stormed out. In

Minneapolis, conservatives fought back and voted to “exclude homosexuals in

the definition of family."™* The conference was now ideologically confused.



Los Angeles settled the debate. There, attendees voted to approve the ERA and
“outlaw housing laws that would discriminate based on sexual preference” and
reversed the exclusion of lesbians and gays from the definition of family.106
Often a quiet supporter, Carter spoke more boldly after the conference. Fami-
lies, he explained to reporters, were ‘“networks of relationships, rooted not in
blood but on shared experiences, shared joys and sorrows, and most of all, a
shared love that crosses vast distances.” He warned Americans against conser-
vative fantasies. “Americans often feel nostalgic,” he counseled, “about a past
that seems to be simpler and sometimes seems to be better. We can learn
from the past, but we must not limit our vision ofwhat a good family is just to
what a family was.”]°™ Through liberation houses, the GCSC, and the SDC, les-
bian and gay Angelenos had made the same argument. HUD and the White
House Conference on American Families represented but two breakthroughs
in the Carter era. Others, such as the decision to remove homosexuality from
the list of mental illnesses in 1979, were equally significant.

Ironically, as liberal policy makers moved in more progressive directions for

lesbians and gays in the 1970s, punitive measures targeting racial minorities

were enacted with more vigor, severely limiting the possibilities of reform. Eliz-
abeth Hinton and julilly Kohler-Hausmann have both detailed how liberal pol-
icy makers came to embrace draconian ‘“law and order” policies that resulted
in the mass incarceration of racial minorities. Even in Los Angeles, Mayor Tom
Bradley courted the law and order vote at the expense of traditional economic
liberal orthodoxy.]°8 Thus, while it would be tempting to view the growing
political power of lesbians and gays within a liberal progression narrative, in
reality liberalism was suffering from very uneven development in the 1970s.
That is an important caveat to this story. So long as they coexisted alongside
policies limiting the socioeconomic possibilities of racial minorities, liberal gay
achievements would benefit whites above all others. So long as the liberal
pathology of the black family remained unchallenged, the growth of new queer
families would be stunted. In other words, the important reforms detailed in
this essay occurred in a liberal house that had already begun the process—
unconsciously or not—of excluding many from the premises. As is so often
the case in American history, progressive breakthroughs were tempered by new

reactionary limits.
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Still, the work of lesbian and gay activists in the 1970s began an important
process ofdemolishing the straight state. Through housing, social service, and
political activism, lesbian and gay activists in Los Angeles helped destabilize
heteronormative welfare policies that were foundational to breadwinner liber-
alism. Working through established political channels, they helped remold lib-
eral policies in more inclusive ways and at the very moment when religious
conservatives were attacking them. Above all else, they showed that a strong
welfare system was a necessary and vital partner in the quest to create a queer-
er world. In the tumultuous political environment of the present, this is a les-

son worth remembering.
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left municipal authorities shaken; one can imagine them easily
abandoning age-worn policies of harassing gay meeting places,
once those policies were vigorously challenged. The psychiatric
profession, buffeted by ideological assaults ranging from the
work of Thomas Szasz to that of R. D. Laing, meekly reversed gen-
erations of pronouncements about the pathology of homosex-
uality.” Religion, too, was in ferment, with liberation theology
and issues of social justice displacing doctrine and ritual in the
concerns of many churches.

| am not suggesting that the gains associated with gay libera-
tion in the 1970s came through the beneficence of a responsive
system. Without a social movement agitating for change, with-
out collective action persistently applying pressure on a range of
institutions, and without masses of gay people willing to force
the issue by coming out, the pace of progress in the seventies
might well have resembled the snail-like inching forward of the
homophile movement in the 1960s. But the achievements of gay
liberation and its successor movements owed at least as much to
the broad crisis of authority that existed by the end ofthe 1960s
as they did to the power ofthe movement. To be sure, in absolute
terms the movement was larger and stronger. But our opponents
were also temporarily enfeebled. By the latter part ofthe 1970s

95% Page 257 of 275 < Location 5922 of 6303

the crisis was over; its passing would make new demands of gay
and lesbian politics.

Misapprehension played itself out in another way. At the
time, most activists ofeach ofthese gendered movements were
acutely aware of how different the trajectories ofgay and lesbian
life were. Depending on conviction or experience, one might
evaluate these differences in any one of a variety ofways. | know
that I, and some of my gay male friends, tended to look with
envy at the solidarity, the sense of community, and the commit-
ment to radical transformation that we associated with lesbian-
feminism, including its separatist form. Later | would learn that
many lesbian-feminists were fascinated and, to some degree, at-
tracted, by the richness of our sexual subculture. But most would
have agreed that the points of convergence between gay men and

lesbians were few and far between.

As | look retrospectively at these two political impulses, | am
now struck by their surprisingly similar outcomes. Take, for
instance, what may very well be the quintessential product of
each: the elaborate, glitzy, high-tech gay male discos found in
many cities, and the self-sufficient, rural communes of lesbian
separatists. Here were men, in a public space, spending money,
focused on themselves, and searching for sex. And here were



women, in a private retreat, financially marginal, focused on
group process, and nurturing loving relationships. For all our
talk about a brave new world of sexual freedom, or the building
of an Amazon Nation, what | now see is how thoroughly
enmeshed such institutions remained in gender conventions. A
cynic might argue that, unencumbered by the constraints im-
posed by the “opposite sex," stereotypical gender roles reached
their full flowering. A more accurate view, | believe, would ac-
knowledge that some scrambling of gender characteristics did
occur, while still conceding that gender dichotomies continued

to be reproduced by those who claimed little allegiance to them.

During the flush times of new freedoms in the early and
mid-19 70s, it was possible to brush aside uncertainties and
revel in the adventure of remaking our worlds. But as the decade
neared its end, challenges erupted on a variety of fronts. These
challenges exposed both strengths and weaknesses in the gen-
dered movements that replaced radical gay liberation.

The first ofthese challenges came in the form ofthe New
Right's crusade against homosexuality, a crusade that testified
to the gains the movement had achieved.”™ After 1977, activists
faced not the garden-variety homophobia that had come to seem

familiar, but a more truculent, militant variety. Two disparate
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forces—a religious fundamentalism only recently politicized,
and an aggressive new conservatism burrowing into the Re-
publican Party and looking for awinning strategy—began to
make common cause. Sharing a revulsion at the effects ofthe up-
heavals ofthe 1960s and fashioning a rhetoric of moral renewal
and national resuscitation, they formed a potent coalition that
shaped the politics of the 1980s.

The New Right initially targeted the gay movement in Dade
County, Florida. InJanuary 1977 the county commissioners,
with little public debate or fanfare, added sexual orientation
to the local civil rights ordinance. Fundamentalists countered
very quickly, forming as their vehicle an organization with the
emotionally explosive name of “Save Our Children” and with
the popular singer Anita Bryant as its spokesperson. Bryant's
involvement guaranteed that the repeal campaign would draw
national media attention—the first such sustained exposure for
issues of gay rights—and New Right luminaries such as Jerry
Falwell made repeated appearances in south Florida. Activists
attempted to respond, but their efforts at reasoned presentation
of the issues and the sparse resources they could muster on their
behalf proved sorely inadequate. When voters cast their ballot in

June, the gay rights clause was overwhelmingly defeated.



The Dade County drive was the first of several referenda and
Initiative campaigns that were waged over the next eighteen
months. In St. Paul, in Wichita, and in Eugene, Oregon, voters
resoundingly rejected gay rights. In Seattle and in California, the
gay community emerged victorious. The California campaign
against the Briggs initiative was especially significant because of
its statewide scope. In particular, it offered a favorable portent of
things to come as many gay men and lesbians for the first time
found themselves working together against a common enemy.
But even this victory turned sour when Harvey Milk, the openly
gay supervisor in San Francisco, was assassinated three weeks

after the November balloting.

The rise ofthe New Right sent tremors of fear through the
gay and lesbian community across the country. Its press in-
creasingly offered analogies with McCarthy's America and Nazi
Germany. The movement seemed to lack the financial resources,
the numbers, the influence, and the political sophistication to
counter the threat. The placid politics of gay rights lobbying
was helpless before the emotional onslaught of fundamentalist
rhetoric. The single-issue orientation ofgay rights activists made
effective coalitions difficult to construct, or even to conceive; the
separate community-building strategy of lesbian-feminism left
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little room for fierce political engagement. A collective crisis of
faith seemed to paralyze the movement. The dazed leadership

of national organizations expended more energy in internecine
warfare and mutual recrimination than in attending to the crisis
athand.

A second challenge came in the form of the collapse ofthe
lesbian-separatist Utopia. In part this could be blamed on the
changing economic times. High inflation in the Carter years and
high unemployment in the early Reagan years pressed marginal
institutions to the wall. Organizations fully dependent on vol-
unteer labor struggled to survive, and the accumulated stress
of years of subsistence living took their toll on women who, by
virtue oftheir class position and educational background, in fact
had other options. Downward mobility became less and less lib-
erating and more and more painful.

But the shattering of Utopian dreams stemmed from internal
tensions as well. Toward the end of the 1970s, the effort to
enforce standards of “political correctness” turned toward
sexual issues. Some radical feminists, enraged by images of
sexual violence, campaigned for restrictions on the distribution
and sale of pornography. Using emotionally volatile slogans
—"Pornography is the theory; rape is the practice"—they seemed
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Morris Kight (1919-  ):
Community Activist

Felice Picano

Any volume of important gay rights fig-
ures in our time would be incomplete if it
did not include Morris Kight. A simple list-
ing of the organizations, groups, and events
he has begun, spearheaded, or revived makes
it immediately apparent how dynamic and
how effective Kight has been in seeing that
gay men and lesbians achicved political
and social rights and recognition. Kight
founded the Gay Liberation Front; he was
cofounder of the Gay Community Services
Center of Los Angeles; founder of the Chris-
topher Street West; founder of the Stone-
wall Democratic Club of l.os Angeles; co-
founder of the Lesbian and Gay Caucus of
the Califermia Democratic Party; cofounder
of Asian and Pacific Lesbian/Gays; Com-
missioner of the National AIDS vigil in Washington, DC, in 1983, leader of
the 1987 March on Washington; organizer of the 1988 March on Sacra-
mento; cofounder of the Van Ness Recovery House lor Alcoholism and Ad-
diction in Los Angeles; and founder of the nationally celebrated twenty-
fifth anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion March in New York City in
June of 1994. Before and since, he has been involved with many nongay or-
ganizations.

These activities and successes, however, must be weighed against other
factors: Morris Kight remains one of the more controversial, scrutinized,
and at times criticized of our gay leaders. He calls himself a feminist, a paci-
fist, a generalist, a universalist, and, above all, & humanist. Unquestionably,
personal, philosophical, and political opposition 10 Kight coming from
many sides within the gay-lesbian-transgender community has arisen and
become & constant in his life.

Photo by Tom Bianchi
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Partly this has come about as a result of the inherent combativeness
within any revolutionary movement. Partly it has been exaccrbated by the
extreme individualism, even orneriness, of many in the community toward
any leader: More than one gay psychologist has noted that for most gays,
growing up in an overwhelmingly homophobic socicty often leads to a ten-
dency to internalize that hatred. By extension, it also leads to fierce self-
analysis and a willingness, even an eagerness, to apply the samc harsh cri-
tigue to other gay men and women, especially those who ask for trust and
power, As the old saying goes: Fe who rises high makes the best target.

On the other hand, Kight himself has—cither unconsciously through his
personal exuberance or by design—Ieft himself open to attack. The most
frequent points made against him have been the scattering of his force into
arcas outside the gay community and his support of sometimes unpopular
ideas and causes. Yet the most egregious of his shortcomings noted have
been Kight's instinct for grabbing attention and personal publicity whenever
possible and, to some critics, his seemingly infinite capacity to receive—and
even negotiate receiving—honors, even when they are most deserved. Kight
himself perceives those accolades far less personally than do his critics. [le
sees himself an cxemplar: whenever he receives another kudo, he feels he is
standing in for muny other gays who do not wish to be or who through cir-

_cumstances cannot be as highly recognized.

To many in the community, Kight is an imperfect person in need of cor-
ralling: an unrclenting activist, at times running over or climinating those in
his path. To others, he is a bright and charming person, one of the most as-

* tonishingly effective leaders we’ve had. As his field of endeavor for half a
+¢entury, Los Angeles in particular owes a debt to him.

Morris Kight was born November 19, 1919, at {1 p.m. into a poor
farming family in Comanche County in central Texas. Because his parents

; didn’t have the entire fee for Virginia Morris, the midwife brought from

town to help birth him, they named him after her, using her last name as his
first. Kight's father died in an accident when he was seven years old, and the
boy was forced to grow up quickly as an around-the-house, then an around-

i the-tfarm worker.,

tle felt from a young age that he was “different” and satd that he was
“never invited into the games” of other children. He found solace in nature
and in books. He also began collecting art in the form of fine art prints, and
his many years of collecting eventually resulted in a substantial coliection.
His childhood reading was so extensive that later on, at Texas Christian Uni-
versity, he was passed through freshman literature class and promoted
ahead.

But Morris wasn’t “arty” and impractical. As a boy he planted seeds, and
experimented in botany and also with Jocal water control. He also taught
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himself, through trial and error, how to keep the engine of the family’s
Model A Ford running. Kight’s older siblings departed the farm while he
was still a preteen. Left with the support of himself and mother during the
difficult mid-1930s, and years of poor weather and extensive drought in the

region, he opened and operated a roadside diner when he was sixteen years .

old. This enterprise led to Kight's first encounter with hatred of difference
and with institutionalized prejudice. He was witnessed serving food to a
traveling African-American family who could not get fed anywhere else
and was arrested for “mixing the races.” Young Kight was tried in court and
avoided serving time only when friends of his deceased father intervened.
Asked if he had “learned his lesson,” Kight said he had. The rebellious boy
would thereatter throw himself into various forums of intense civil rights
activism.

Another crucial lite Jesson Kight says he learned was from the girl in his
tiny high school graduating class who was forced to leave school in her final
year to have a baby. Her anger at the teacher who made the pregnant teen
leave and at her poor treatment by the authorities led the boy to begin to
think for himself about issues such as the luck of women’s privileges—cespe-
cially their lack of abortion rights.

Kight worked his way through college, first as a gardencr and later in the
dean's office. He also took the rigorous test for the Roosevelt administration’s
U.S. Carcer Services Training Academy through which those needed to op-
erate the various New Deal agencies were enlisted. He won a spot over
many thousands and graduated from the Academy in 194], in the process
forming an acquaintance with the First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. During
World War [l Kight served as a civilian administrator adjunct to the military
in the Pacific Theater, where his task was to plan governments and policics
for the islands reoccupied or recently conquered.

After the war he lived in various areas of the Southwest, on his own and
with his mother, opening and running hotels und restaurants. He brietly
worked {or the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but the institutionalized inequality
and substandard treatment of Native Americans he witnessed led him to
quit. He soon joined local tribal leaders in organizing social services and
public heulth services for New Mexico's indigenous people.

Despite the fact that by the time he was in college Kight was sexually ac-
tive with other males, he resisted accepting the identity of 2 homosexual, an
understandable action shared by millions of closeted American gays at the
time. A few years later, in Albuquerque, Kight married 2 woman with whom
he had two daughters. He remained married only five years but stayed in
contact with his family thereafter.

By the time Kight moved to California in 1957, he was already a sca-
soned and dedicated activist, and was considercd a radical. First the ¢ivil

——— —
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rights movement, then the movement against the war in Vietnam were his
chicf arenas. As part of the latter, in 1967 he formed and headed the Dow
Action Committee, dedicated to stopping that chemical company from
manufacturing the napalm that was being sprayed from U.S. warplanes,
with lethal effects upon both the population and the environment of South
Vietnan. e also worked for gay causes—not as an openly gay man but as
part of his struggle for civil rights for all.

Out of the Stonewall riots in New York City and the subsequent days of
political action that swirled about their confrontation with the awthorities,
was born the Gay Activists Alltance and eventually the entire gay rights
movement. Precursors to the GAA and Stonewall had existed for decades:
the small but daring openly homosexual Mattachine Society, formed in Los
Angeles during the 1950s, picketed the U.S. Post Office and other govern-
ment oftices for discriminating against homosexuals, and it sponsered the
first homosexual publication, a newsletter called ONE. 'The Daughters of
Bilitis was a comparable organization for lesbians. Although few gays were
actually organized within cities such as New York, San Francisco, Chicago,
and Los Angeles, openly gay lives were being led by thousands of men and
women, and their choice of neighborhoods, so-called “gay ghetios,” were
wlrcady solidly established.

[t was only a few months after Stonewall, during a massive demonstca-
tion by mostly young, educated, and middie-class people against the Vict-
nam War in San Frauncisco's Pola Grounds that Kight realized that homosex-
ual rights could also be made to attract large numbers of “clean, well-bred,
ordinavy men and women™ who, in his words, “saw their dentist twice a
year,” and who, he recognized, constituted the mass and character of gay
life. Kight recognized that—like the groups of students and professionals
who marched against the war and who influenced public opinion sufti-
ciently to end the conflict in Southeast Asia-—their lesbian and gay counter-
parts should also be able to sway public favor to their cause. Kight, the clos-
cted activist for gay causes, came out in the open.

Shortly afterward, Kight moved from Albuquerque to Los Angeles in
part because it had the large middle-class gay population. [However, because
it als0 possessed an official environment hostile to homosexuals—predomi-
nanily duc to an outspoken homophobic police chief—Kight judged the
southern Cafitornia city prepared for some incisive political action. Kight
moved to the Westlake area of the city, which was close 1o downiown and
popular with many gays who lived there. Once there he soon formed the

Gay and Lesbian Resistance. Unlike the Gay Activists Alliance in New
York City, the GLR dealt not only with the issue of gay and lesbian rights
but also with social issues such as health care and poverty in general, which
were problems of interest to a wide variety of politically active groups, By
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1969, the GLR and its activities were subsumed under the banner of the Gay
Liberation Front, or GLE

At the time of his move to Los Angeles, Kight was fifty years old and al-
ready & longtime experienced activist on many social and political fronts. At
that same age, many other men arc thinking of how to solidily their career
position, even considering retirement; for Kight it was the start of an en-
tirely new life.

Kight’s first target for the Gay Liberation Front was a West Hollywood
restaurant named Bamey's Beanery. That neighborhood had become in-
creasingly populated by lesbians and gays; police activity against establish-
ments serving homosexuals had correspondingly increased. The owner of
Barney’s Beanery put a sign on the door reading “Faggots Stay Out.” In Jan-
wary of 1970, the GLF began holding actions—"“shop-ins,” “change-ins,”
and “sit-ins”—inside the restaurant, and they continued until the manage-
meut agreed to take down the sign.

The success of that action led to 175 morce protests and demonstrations
by the GLF in the next two years. Kight became such a thorn in the side of
Los Angeles Police Chief Ed Davis that official retaliation ensued, includ-
ing three police raid/searches of Kight’s home. Many gays were convinced
that the worst was yet to come. Kight held to his constitutional guns; hearing
that, in New York City, gay activists had made plans for a parade 10 cele-
brate (he previous year’s Stonewall bar riot, Kight quickly formed plans for
acorresponding West Coast version. Chief Davis was unsuccessful in his at-
tempts to stop the parade and, although Kight received multiple death
threats, the parade went on nonetheless. Like i1s East Coast version, it was
small and dowdy, but it was also brave and it raised many people’s spirits
and raised gay awareness: achieving—many people feel—exactly what the
huge festivals of drugs, dancing, shirtless torsos, and commercialisin that
today call themselves gay parades cannot achieve.

In 1971, Kight joined Don Kilheter and several other men to form the
Gay Community Services Center in an old clapboard Victorian house. The
first such focal point, it provided social, medical, and legal aid to gays, 45
well as giving them a place to gather, feel at home, and air their grievances,
The structure has since been razed, but its descendant, Los Angeles’s cur-
rent Gay and Lesbian Center, consists of two enormous, well-funded. well-
cquipped, well-staffed, up-lo-date Hollywood locations, with one campus
given entirely over to the arts. Other American cities such as New York,
Chicago, most recently San Francisco, and many foreign cities, from Vi-
enna to Tel Aviy, have used the Kighe-Kilhefer pilot as a model for their own
leshigay community centers.

As much work as all that was, soon enough Kight and colleagues had
their hands full with other more pressing, specifically political matters. In
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the late 1970s, singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant’s war against Jeshians and
gays in Florida under the cynical disguise of “saving the children™ quickly
led to various imitations around the country, the most significant heing John
Briggs, who managed to get gay discrimination clauses onto the state of
California’s ballot. Seeing how serious the threat was, Kight and other gays
sprang into action, calling for aid from homosexuals, heterosexuals, friends,
celebrities, business groups, and individuals across the country.

The national effort that Kight and others helped develop to defeat the
Briggs Amendment displayed for the first time to opponents and adherents
alike the true financial and organizational power and reach of lesbians and
gays—in effect, proving that Kight's original thesis, when he’d relocated to
Los Angeles, had been correct. It also showed that consequential civil rights
associations, such as the distinguished American Civil Liberties Union,
would join the fight for gay rights.

In an interview he gave to The Advocate a few years later, Kight provided
a few reasons why a man such as himself, who had worked for the NAACP,
Southern Christian Leadership Council, and other national forums, would
concentrate all his efforts toward the issue of gay rights.

No matter where I am in the world, when [ meet another gay person |
feel recognition. We're 1 new race of people, writing our own script.
... We have a chance 10 be the first people in history to define itself.
We can break the heterosexist mode and create something entirely dif-
ferent. (Sarf, 1974)

Possibly because that potential is so general, Kight has branched out
from the specifically political, leaving several civic issues 10 younger
people. Meanwhile, his interest in agt, his collecting of various souvenirs
{rom the many demonstrations and protests he was involved in, and his per-
sonal relationship with friends whe dicd and whose own collections of
GLBT memorabilia were destroyed or disposed of, led him to open the
McCadden Place collection, containing work ranging from Southwest folk
art to documentary {ilm and photos specitic to the beginnings of gay activ-
ism. Every year, Kight hosts an cxhibit of parts of this collection at Christo-
pher Street West’s Gay Pride Festival in West Hollywood.

He has also become reinvolved in the needs of others besides gays,
chiefly the homeless: Kight was president of the board of directors and
consultant on housing beginning in 1978. He aided in forming the County of
Los Angeles Commission on Human Relations in 1980 and has served on its
board as commissioner, secretary, and vice president. Officials of City Hall
who snubbed him for years, hoping he would just go away, have instcad
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gone themselves, replaced by people his activism has infiucnced, who now
honor him and appoint him to municipal posiiions.

In recent years, as he has aged, Kight has become increasingly aware of
the predicament faced by many of the elderly. That new interest has retied
him to the gay community, where he sees ageism and the disregurd of senior
leshians and gays as an acute current and future ongoing anxicty. He re-
cently involved himself with a photographer putting together a book of por-
traits of seniors from our community. Will Morris Kight's work ever be
done?

Over the past decades as an activist and politician, Morris Kight may
very well have beeint humanly imperfect, but he has also been perfectly hu-
manitarian, a model for future activists. And that’s just how he’d like to be
remembered.
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activist. It was cathartic. "If we can pick up from here, having left
the past behind, let's see what we can do together,” VVoeller told
Goodstein, who invited Voeller to bring his lover to the next Ad-
vocate Experience, which he did.

David Goodstein even called on Morris Kight, but befriending
him proved more difficult. Kight had never forgiven Goodstein
for barring his name from The Advocate or for assigning Randy
Shilts to investigate his personal behavior. He was intrigued by
Goodstein’s invitation, though, and he went to the Advocate
Experience offices on Wilshire Boulevard. The session itself, as
described by Kight, was almost identical to Goodstein's meeting
with Voeller, though the result was not the same. Once again,
Goodstein shared the painful formative experiences of growing
up. He then asked Kight what he thought of The Advocate and
the movement. Kight told Goodstein he considered the paper
“warmed-over pap.” Goodstein also asked Kight if he would
undergo an Advocate Experience weekend. Kight had viewed
the Advocate Experience as the latest attempt by Goodstein to
control the gay movement—"ill-conceived brainwashing”—and
he declined Goodstein’s invitation. "I don’t think I'd care to join a
cult,” Kight responded.
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March 1978, Los Angeles

MECLA's first anniversary dinner, a black-tie affair that cost
$100 a plate, was held at the Grand Ballroom ofthe Beverly-
Wilshire Hotel in Beverly Hills. There were less expensive hotels
In Los Angeles, but in spring 1978, as John Briggs's supporters
were gathering signatures for his teacher initiative, MECLA
wanted to communicate its influence and stature. The Grand
Ballroom ofthe Beverly-Wilshire Hotel was where the state and
city Democratic and Republican Parties held their fundraisers.
Presidents, governors, senators, congressional members, mayors
and state party leaders had stood at its podium.

There had been some debate about whether this should be a
black-tie dinner, since that might confirm the perception that
MECLA was elitist. But Rob Eichberg had decided he didn’t care
what other gay activists, like Morris Kight, thought of the group.
He had given up arguing that MECLA was not elitist after at-
tending monthly meetings of gay community leaders at Right'’s
home. Anyone who signed in at the door could talk on any sub-
ject, at any length, so First Tuesday evenings often turned into
First Wednesday mornings. It was, in short, everything Rob Eich-
berg hated about street politics, and he was boiling by the time
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Morris Kight came out ofthe peace movement in Los Angeles to help
organize that city's Gay Liberation Front in 1969 and then the Gay Coi
munity Services Center. Kight has been one ofthe few constant pres-
ences in the gay rights movement in America. Richard C. wandei, nalgh



by Jim Kepner

After the Tirst Christopher Street West Parade in Hollywood which
Morris had planned, the formerly anti-gay HOLLYWOOD CITIZEN NEWS called
him a river to his people. -~

Born In 1919 In back-country Proctor, Texas, Morris (the name iIs not
Kite or Knight as so often printed) 1i1s a chief patriarch of the gay
movement portly and white,mane™f establishing and
maintaining his primacy as an organizer par excellence, and an originator
of flashy new I1deas. In an era otherwise dominated by much younger persons,

Morris's first efforts to organize along gay lines dates to his

post-graduate days as a government major at Texas Christian Unilversity
(an Oscar Wilde study group). Therafter working In social service,
Including the Bureau of Indian Affairs or artistic c***cles (tassra* Presiden
of the New Mexico Art League and a founder of the New Mexico Conference on
Soclal Welftare) and later In the peace and ecology movements, he never
lade a secret of his gayness 9Ahe didn't fully enter the gay movement until
December 1969 when he organized the Gay Liberation Front of Los AnNgeles
IN the wake of the Stonewall Rebellion and the massive anti-war mobilization

Even healthrf& bad! his energy W amaz mmamsctm other busy
activists. He seems to attend or organize a dozen meetings daily. His phone
rings constantly™ from politicians all over the state, from gay activists

all over the country from other cause people, from gays in trouble from

gays angry or happy about the latest news. He Is a genius at other

people’'s half-developed I1deas (turnin IN to headline-

making reality. And he Is an embarrasment to many who are
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gays have a conservative, spit-and-polish, professional Image.

Morris appearance and his life-style are a deliberate
that Image approach.

3

B x has worn costumes In public which

would have made Janis Joplin look respe ctable,

He had contacts enough with the earlier movement settling in L.A.'s down
town gay ghetto (Bunker Hill) In 1958, He at the founding of San
Francisco’s Socilety for Individual Rights (in 1964/ and joined In the late
60’s picket lines INn L<hs» An 0.a, organized by PRIDE and TANGENTS, He was
around ONE Inc a bit earlier, but*;, the 1960 ’s homophile organizations were
Inhospitable to Morris- funky style and his anarchist vision of ".the new
society.™ Few of us were then ready for 'the Movement- that conglomerate
of struggles: Black Chicano, Women Indians along with what this writer
later called the peace-pot-porn-and-pig ISsues.

Morris appeared freguently on L.A, talk shows, and Interviewers like Joe

Pine began to zero in on his gayness: "Isn't that an embarrassment to the

Peace Movement?" Morris's ""minions = a gaggle of recognizably gay and

very funky friends, making up his tremendously Inventive Dow Action Committee
and minority rights
were Vvisible in most peace/demonstrations, He counted the top leaders of

most radical groups among his personal friends and many people with whom

he once did picket duty or jail time are now In high office around the state

and those old ssocilations pay off.

They have particularly paid off after Morris's change of tack and his

decision to enter Democratic party politics with the establishment of

the thriving Stonewall Democratic Club, He had scorned the establishment

parties earlier calling himself a sort of anarchist (he 1s never dogmatic

about these labels) and he led the Tirst Gay Lib I1ncursions Into the Peace

and Freedom Party and the nascent Libertarian movement in the Spring of 1970.
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He was at one time expected to be the P$F candidate for govern or and

It certainly would have been a colorful race.

He backed off that because of the needs of the Gay Community Services
Center Nis proudest creation. He had been a one man gay community service
center for a decade before gay lib sonstantly bailing unfortunate (and often
ungrateful) gays out of jail or providing temporary housing while he made
a precarious Income at occasional antiques sales.

Friends who admired his organizing abilities, especilally Don Slater and

Don Jackson had tried for some time before Dec 1969 to persuade Morris to

devote himself to building radical gay movement. They had seen revolutionar
movements 1IN other countries take up the cause of all other minorities, and
leave gays behind. Gays needed to be part before hand, and openly -- of
the American revolution . and as Morris saw 1t, i1t needed to be a peaceful
cultural revolution, not a violent power trip. The revolution he envisioned™
would operate like the peopled laughter In the story of The King’s New Clothr

At one supersized peace rally In San Francisco In late 1969, Morris looker
at the sea of 300,000 protesters and decided that the Peace Movement didn’t
need him anymore but that his own people, scattered mostly anonymously throur
that crowd, did. He decided to fcome home."

The cider homophile groups, he felt were not addressing the general
soclal 1ssues which concerned gays and straights alike Indeed thev”™ were
hostile to the broad alliance sought by the movement and very hostile to
hipple styles, very Image CONSCIOUS.

Gay L.iberation Fronts had already sprung up In New York, the Bay Area,
Chicago, San Jose and Detroit, Morris, Slater and Jackson sent out a call .

and some 20 showed up at Tangents' office for an> organizing meeting not

all radical, not all young, not all strangers to the older homophile groups.

But Morris’ minions formed a solid core of the group. And from the Tirst,
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whoever held the rotating chair Morris was the chief driving force and

fountainhead of new I1deas outrageous I1deas which worked and which got

on TV.

Picket lines, Gay-Ins, CSW parades, confrontations with every kind of
authority, dances, rap sessions, media hypes, the ultimate transmutation
of GLF Into GCSC were each very much the brainchild and/or the hard work
of Morris and his overflowing household. The Alpine County project, which
many took quite seriously despite 1ts unworkability, was transformed by
Morris as one of the most successful media hypes, telling to all the world
how desperate gays were to excape the hassle and persecution.

His approach to politics and his funky lifestyle, coupled with a manner
reminiscent of many southern senators of a generation ago, confuses and
INfuraites many people. He has the manner of a flim-flam man, and of the

many gains gays have made In the pest eight years, Morris can take more

of the credit that any three other persons.

Those who feel we should not shout our demands, but should work quietly
behind the scenes, or have somebody "‘respectable” to front for us, are
constantly dismayed by Morris who 1Is unsurpassed as a back-room manipulator,
despite his preference for open, grass-roots politics. And he still collects

on debts picked up In the Deep South Civil Rights Actions, In the 1968

streets of Chicago, or at the Century City riot or his work organizing the

Greater Los AnNgeles Council of Community Agencies
As his health seems shakier, L.A. activists, Including many who were

originally put off by his style, wonder where we can possibly find ten super-

competent people to take his place. But then Morris hasn*t resigned vyet....
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Morris Kight: Activist Statesman of L.A.'s Gay Community
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Morris Kight: Activist Statesman of L.A.’s Gay Community

By PAUL C1GTT], Times Staff Writer

[Us early alterncon and Morris
Kight i5 touring an AIDS hospice
on a quiel street in West Los
Angeles. The hospice is really &
cheery little bungalow with shin-
ing hardwood floors, an immacu-
late kitchen, a Jarge sunny back-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

yard full of colorful flowers and
neatly trimmed shrubs, But in the
three sitde bedrooms, five people
arcdying of AIDS.

When Ron Wolff, the hosplee's
exceutive direclor, introduces him
o 2 palient named Joey, Kight

hurries up to take his hand: “Hi,
Joey."

Joey is too clese Lo death to do
more than give a hoarse croak. His
lirbs are shriveled, his face black,
his gkin shrunken against his skuil.
‘From his eyes Lo hia chin, his face is

aopen sare,
His tamily has just come in from
oul of lown lo see Joey. And now,
stunned and aghast, they sil in Lhe
foyer crylng,
Kight comferts them, oo, Lhen
retires to the living. room o talk lo

Wolff. Allthough Kight is no
slranger Lo AIDS—he says he
knows more than 500 people wha
have died from il—the slght of such
a pathetic cage has lefl him close to
tears. 1 don'l wanl la palronize

Please ace KIGHT, Page 2




KIGHT: Ga_y Community’s Longtime Activist

Continued from Fage 1
you,” he Leils Wolll, “bul § am in
awe of what you do.”

“I hape you don'L think ['m
palronizing you,” Wolff replies,
“bul this Is an important day for me
beeause | get a chance to meel a
legend in Lthe community.”

]

For the last 30 years, Morrls
Kight has been o noisy fodure
among Southern California gays,
counseling people, holding pro-
lests, giving speeches, organizing
institutions, fighting homophobia
and defending gay rights.

To many of his friends and
supporiers, he is, at age 88, the
“grand old man of Lhe gay move-
ment,” “the elder statesman of the

gay community,” “a national Lrea.
suve” and a worthy candidate for
the Nohel Prize.

But to his enemies, he's a “silly
old man" whe takes updue credil
[or olher pesple’s work and whose
legendary status exisls mainly in
his own mind.

Kight s not on easy person to
forgel, With his aristocratically
Mared nose, pink cheeks, lank
white hair and barogue mannegr of
speech, he has the alr of a Soulhern
gentleman of independent means.
He calls people “sir" and "dear
lady.” He refers {o common thugs
as “brigands” and junkmen as
“ironmongers.” In converaation, he
has a delicate way of scothing his
hair with bis fingertips.

He has uneommenly good rman-

nery. He's unusually sensilive to
the ngeds of other people and
revels in smail courtesies—buying
4 boutonntere for a dinner guest or
cailing impending visilory to offer
advice on parking. Erudite to a
fault, he has an astonlshingly agile
memory for names and placea {in-
eluding their correct speliings),
some from 50 years ago.

When it comes to dealing wilh
the press, he's a grand master, and
I asked & question he doesn't wanl
to answer, he'll simply anawer
anolher one, 2lheit with great sin-
cerlty and convietion. ‘T have no
apologles to make,” he says, "for I
am a fiercely polittcal person.”

]
For the iast 11 years Kight hag

lived in Hollywood on MeCadden
Place, just south of Sunget Boule.
vard in 2 big cld open barn of a
house [ull of small noisy dogs,
agsorted ¢ats and & 14-foot dining
room table from & Paramount board
roam.

Although his nelghborhood has a
dangerous feel.—ail parking cn Lhis
part of MeCadden and neighboring
atreets has been banned for years
to curd drug lafficking—Kight
always leaves the front door wide
open during the day.

“l want o Indicate Lhrough ex-
ample that I'm net afrald,” he says.
“l don't have any drapertes ar
shades on the windows. I never
neve In any housge i've ever lved
in. Gays like openness. It's a meta-
phor.”

At nunmeroa functions over the -

years, politicians such as Mayer
Bradiey, Sam Yorty, Beila Abzug,

Zev Yaroglavsky, Gray Davis, Chip
Carter and Gore Vidal have all
come to McCadden Place to pay
their respects,

But such funetiens are much less
frequent nowadays, and the room
haa a dusty, unused leok, "It is not
the place where the power in the
community is anymore,” says Jim
Kepner, longtime gay activist and
founder of the International Gay
and Lesbian Archives,

Which ia not to say that Kight
necessarlly hag Jost inflyence in an
absalute sense.

“He took the |eadership on gay
Issues long before most people
were comfortable coming out of the
closet,” Wesl Hellyweod Council-
man Steve Schulle says.

Because of Kight's work, the gay -

movement now s "diverse,” in-
cluding not just the “progressive”
left where Kight started butl alsp
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“gay Republicans and mainstream
political gays," says Schulte, who
aclds thal if Kight no longer is at the
center of lhe movement, tt's only
because noone j8.

Kight says his most important
contribulions to the movement are
attiludes and ideas. :

“[ have elevated the mood,” he

" saya. "1 have made it OK to be gay

and proud lo be lesbian. I have
inculeated the idea of communily.”
Mast Importanl of all, he asserls
that he has for gays “made il
fashionable to be gay.”

]

When Kight first arcived in Los
Angeles in 1957, he lived on South
Hope Street in a cottage wilh a big
poreh, lots of land, a native walnut
tree, geraniuma, fern palms and
bougainvillea.

Please see KIGHT, Page 3



KIGHT: Elder Statesman of Gay Community

Cantinued from Page 2

In those days, it wasnt “very
gay lo be gay. It was a blind
horrar.”

As a way 0 help, Kight passed
the word in the city Lhal he hoped

Lo be of service Lo gays and Jesbians

on a "non-judgmental, non-threat.
ening basis,” whereupon, “they
started coming lo me in droves—
hundreds of peaple coming and
going. And the number Increased:
someone i in jeil; somesne i
threatening suicide; somebody has
2 dead companion in Lheir house
and wonder:'ng whitt to do with Lhe
body.
" Il s 4 real problem,” Kight aays,
“if you don’t know how to dispose
of the dead.”

Although Kight is eminently re-

speciable Loday—he's quoted con-
stanlly in the press on gay issues
and is the president of the County
Commissian on Human Relations—
in the 'g0s, he waos considered a
radical aclivist, He partieipated in
the eivil rightz and anti-war move-
ments. His constitueney included
drag queens, hustlers and sireet
people—"the sorl of people that
respectable gays aniffed at,” activ-
ist Kepner says.

What was harder lo dismiss was
his genius for publlcity. Kight had
an “inventlveness and rashness
and campiness” that was effective
in demonsirations, Kepner says,
adding, "I swear he could smell”
the news media.

Some gays consider Kight an
egomaniac, "Il Lhere is a TV cam-

era at a demonstration,” gay actlv-
ist John O'Brien says, “he will dart
oul of line, run and try to get in
front of it. He Is obsessed with
bieing on camera. He puts out news
releases to promoete himself. He
goes oul of his way to gel awards.
He says he was active in the
movement for 50 years,” But peo-
ple who were active 50 years ago
say they "never heard of him."

In person, O'Brien says, Kight
may come &cross as a “nicg.gweet
old man,” but "# you turn your
hack you might find a knife {n ft."

In Klght's opinion, such crilics
are pvercome by their own envy:
“They wish they had the same
sense of risk, daring and chutzpah,”
And they're jealous that they

haven't dene as much with their
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lives as he has wilh his.

Some peaple resent Kight, says
{esblan activigl and long-time atly
vy Boltini, "because when he sees
somelhing (Lhat needs to be done]
he goes out and does IL. . . . He
doesn't need a crowd Lo tei him
he's right.”

To Susan McGreivy, a Loz An-
geles gay-righls lawyer, people
who try {0 demean Kight's contri-
hutlons are ignorant and probably

“haven’t been in the movement .

very leng, gither, There Iz no doutt
that at one point Morr!s Klght was
al the cenler of the gay universe.
. Bver since I can remember, he
tias gotten up at 7 a.m., spending
the day jaw-boning, ta]klng people
out of money, urging pecple 1o take
a stand, making his heme the
center—and all for the greater
good of the community.
Please see ACTIVIST, Paged

RANDY LEFFINGWELL / Luu Angeles 'l‘imu
Ta many, Morris Klght is the gay movement’s “'grand ald man.’




ACTIVIST: A Continuing Gay-Rights Mission

ContInued from Page 3

"Phis i5 (he man,” says
McGreivy, wha conlronted a meol.
ing of the California Psychologleal
Assn. "wilh asign saying, 'Gays are
not sick.". . .If he had never done
anyihing else in his whole lile, he'd
deserve our gratilude for thal
aigne,

“lf he had been born straight
hio'd probably be the senior senator
from California today.”

[w}

By Kight's account, his decizion
o devote himself full time lo gay
liberation. was practically a mysii-
cal revelation. In November, 1969,

having spenl lwo years lrying 1o

stop Dow Chemical Co. from mak-
ing napaim for Vietnam, he was

invitedd Lo speak al an antt-war
ratly al the pole grounds in San
Franeisco.

Kight, then 50, recalls slanding
on Lhe speakers’ platform looking
out over & crowd of 350,000 people.
And when he saw all the “young,
brighl, healthy, scrubbed, see-
your-dentist-iwice-a-year people
opposing the war,” it dawned on
him that the anti-war movement
didn'l need his help. “Lel the
50,000 do L

He caught a bus lo the downlown
airline terminal in San Franecisco,
bought a §12 tickel on a PSA fligh!
back to Los Angeles and cleared his
desk of all other projects in favor of
what thereafler would be his mein
mission in life—~gay liberation.

“And the rest,” he says, ”is

hislory.”
a

For the first meeling of Lhe Gay
Liveration Front, 18 people showed
up. “Everyone wanted to do some-
thing,” Kight says. For {ts initiai
project, the group decided to get rid
of the "FAGGQOT STAY OUT" slgn
hanging over the bar in Barney's
Beapery fn Weal Hollywood "It
was ignominy,” Kight says. In
Janyary, 1970, the group hegan
holding shop-ing, ¢change-ing and
sit-ing until management agreed Lo
take down the sign (which now
bangs over the bar aleove in
Kighl's living room).

Those early years were “magi-
cal,” gays Kight, who set up what
e says was the only hot line for

oul-of-the-closet gays woeal of the
Mississippi. As many as 350 people
o day called, mainly for help and
reassurance they woeren't alone,

In two years, he says, he helped
organize 175 protests and demon-

strationa. The pollee, in turn, he

gays, raided his house three limes
loaking for subveralve mailing lista.
Many in the gay community were
terrified. “People were saying, "He
ls embarrassing ug all with those
radical ideas,” " Kight says. “‘He is
going to get ug killed. We'll all be
killed. This fool {s killing us,” "

Matters reached a fever pitch in
summer 1970, when in reaponse 1o
a challenge from a group of New
York gays, Kight arganized a gay
pride pavade to commemorate the
Stonewal] riot, an Incident In which
gays attacked police for harassinga
gay bar.

Not everyone thought the pa-

rade was a good iden, Police Chiel
Ed Davis "argued that it would be
lugt as responsible o lel thieves
and robbers have a parade,” Kep-
ner gays, Andin any case, il wouid
cost a lot of money and blood Lo
protect ua which they didn't wanl
todo.”

Actuzlly, Davia was right about
eng thing: On the morning of the
pirade, Kighl saya he received
ejght separate dealh threats. "One
of them,” Kight says, “sald, ‘Is il
OK H 1 kill you?'

"0, not today,' § gaid, *{'m very
busy loday. [ have to pul on a
parade. Tomorrow would be much
betler. How about Monday? Tues-
day. Call Wednesday. Ta-ta' "

[w]

Nowadays, Kight says, it’s hard
to remember how rampant homo-
phobla waa. Bul in I971, when
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Kight and Don Kilhefner, antother
aclivisl from the Cay Liberation
Franl, founded the Gay Cominuni-
ty Services Center in an old clap-
board Victorian at 1840 Wilshire
Bivd., il promptly became a tourist
attraction, .

‘The tour buses stopped outside,
Kighl gays, “and here were all the
tourists taking piclures Lhrough
the windows, which they took
home to Des Moinea and Inditanapo-
s and showing Lhem to their
families: 'You don't know what
they are into in Loa Angeles. They
are really degenerate. They are
really degraded. They have a Gay
Community Sérvicea Center.’

“And then started the calis rom
around Lhe country—"My aunt was
at your place recently.’ We'd spend
2 couple of hours with them on the
phone. And in 2 couple of days,

Pleane vee KIGHT, Page 5



KIGHT: Gay Community’s Grand Old Man .

Continued from Page 4

they'd show up with their luggage.
True, true, tene. They'd show up
with their luggage.”

a

As the years passed, Kight car-
ried his efforts from the streets Lo
the halls of power—often with
surprising success. [n September,

1973, says Doug Sarff, foymer news -

editor of the Gay Advocale, LAPD
sent young vice police into Griffith
Park to arrest gay males on the
trails. ’

Before Lhey were through,
“They arrested 37 pegple as fire
hazards,” Sarff says. (The sus-
pects, Kight says, included one
interracial heterosexual couple
sunning themselves on arock.)

Despite Lthe ridiculousness of Lhe
charges, Sarff says, many gays
were 50 lerrified they hired expen-
sive lawyers, none of whom were
needed. Before the hearing, Kight
had cul a deal wilth the prosecutor
and the judge to lel &l the defend-
anls off with & $10 fine. Meanlime,
he pinyed the courtroom like an old
violin. "He had a seal It frant of Lthe
kench,” Sacff says. “end every so
often he'd stand up and make &
speech.”

The judge, who jusl wanted the
circus oul of hig courlroom, pro-
posed o fine of $200 a person,
prompling Kight to jump up and
say, "Judge, that wasn't the deal
we made!”

The judge capitulated, Sarff says,
and what had formerly been bad

maelodrama now (urned into farce:
“People were dancing otross the
eourlroom walving their 3i0billsto
pay the bailigf.”

[m]

On a warm Tuesday on the 11th
floor of the Hali of Records, Kight
presides over the biweekly meeting
of the Counly Humen Relations
Commlzsion, In contrast to the
politicel T-shirls he usually wears,
loday he is in a tan suit and blue
shirt.

As chalrman, Kight s smooth,
efficient, polished and professional
in keeping events moving swiftly,

On this day, the group hes visit-
ing dignilaries—tlwo members of
the U8, Commissien on Civil
Rights—who want the commission

to ¢ndorse a forum Llhoy have
planned in Lhe cily later Lhig fai),
Kight is not enthuslastic abowt the
roequast because he privately con-
tends the Clvil Righls Commiasion
undsy President Reagan has been
deplorably right-wing.

"Are you gearching for ideas?"”
Kight asks innocently. "Let me loss
In a few iFI may.”

A Faw Suggestions

in rapid order, he denouncgs 2
plan by Immigration and Naturali.
gation Service Commlsstoner Har-
oid Ezell to scize cars of those who
hire casual laboer off the atreets. He
complaing Lthal “as a feminist” he
doesn't see much "in the way of

gender parity” in the proposed’

forurn's speaker list. He urges sup.
port for proposed national ALDS
anti-digerimination legislation.

And he talks aboul the "scaring”
devastation of while roclsm in Lhe
black communily.

He zlosea by noting that the Light
deadline will make it impossible for
his commlagion to endorae the Civil
Rights group on such short notice,
but that they had the commisaion's
best, wishes for the success of their
project,

No sooner have the federal com-
miasioners walked out the door

-than Kight iurns to his group'a

other members, "Let'a debrief our-
gelves. Did we achleve anything?"
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"1 think s0," suys Hoger Ragan,
staff agalalant director, "1 wag
pleasantly surprized at the names
on the lgt,”

Kight takes exceplion. The
phrase eryplo-fascista on the merch
comes up. Kight concludes the
meeling by obaerving lhat the
eommisgion will keep its word to
stupport the forum and send ob-
servers, “But we're nol going to
heat the buahes for them.”

Besides, he asks, “why did they

Just come cut here the last few

days? We've been here 40 years,”



Al Martinez; L.A. Gay Rights Icon Loud, Proud,
Moving On
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ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)

No one was listening to [Morris Kight) this time. Those who had gathered on the eighth floor of the county
administration building were notto be denied. Kight was retiring after 22 years, and by God, they were going to
honor him whether he liked it or not.

They wanted everyone to know that Kight, almost 83, was a hero ofthe gay rights movement in L.A., and Kight
wanted everyone to know ittoo. No strangerto publicity, he had telephoned me to be there, and | hesitated nota
moment.

Texas born, Kight knew almost from the beginning that hewas "different.” His father, a blue-collar worker at many
jobs, knew ittoo. "He brought me a present once when | was 4," Kight recalls. ’It was an embroidery set. Then he
kissed me and said he knew something about me. He just sensed it, and he wanted to make it easier for me."

FULL TEXT

Clearly, Morris Kightwas in a hurry.

He wanted to get through the ritual, even though it was a day when honors were being heaped upon him as a
retiring member of the L.A. County Human Relations Commission.

He fidgeted, made mumbled references to moving on and rose to lean on his walker midway through a laudatory
talk by Supervisor Zev Yaroslavskyto indicate that Yaroslavsky should wind it up.

It was, in some ways, characteristic ofthe manwho has been in the forefront of the gay liberation movement for
almost half a century. Speak out. Get it done. Hit the streets. Move on.

But no one was listening to Kight this time. Those who had gathered on the eighth floor of the county
administration building were notto be denied. Kight was retiring after 22 years, and by God, they were going to
honor him whether he liked it or not.

Later, atree would be planted in his honor in a small parkin West Hollywood, a city in which so much of Kight's
work had been done. Butfor now, members of the commission, friends, supporters and co-activists in the gay
communitywanted to thank him for standing tall when it was neither popular nor safe to do so.

They wanted everyone to know that Kight, almost 83, was a hero of the gay righto movement in L.A., and Kight

wanted everyone to know ittoo. No strangerto publicity, he had telephoned me to be there, and | hesitated nota

moment.
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Why not celebrate a man who through deed and effort had demanded a place in the sun for a group of people
defiled and murdered by religions and governments throughout human history? Why not be there?

"Kight,” as someone atthe meeting pointed out, "was always there."

Felled by a series of strokes, he is frail and must use awalkerto get around these days. And yet, there remains a
patrician authority in his voice, a crisp, articulate degree ofcommand that will not be silenced. He was, as
someone has said, ‘the liberator,” and in some ways, he still is.

Texas born, Kight knew almost from the beginning that he was "different." His father, a blue-collar worker at many
jobs, knew ittoo. 'He brought me a presentonce when | was 4," Kightrecalls. "It was an embroidery set. Then he
kissed me and said he knew something about me. He just sensed it, and he wanted to make it easier forme.’

His mother was less forgiving. She maintained her silence throughout her life but left behind notes that burned
with hatred toward homosexuals. Kight read them only after her death, and destroyed them.

"She'd have been happier," he said to me in a voice oddly muted, ‘if she had loved me.’

It was Rosa Parks' refusal to move to the back of a bus in Montgomery, Ala., in 1955 that "radicalized" Kight. He
came to L.A. because, inspired by Parks' courage, he feltthe time was right for a nonviolent movement on behalfof

gays, and this was the place where it should begin.

"I never denied or concealed my gayness,’ he said, peering out from large, horn-rimmed glasses. His thinning hair is
white and his skin pale. ’l just eased outthe closet door in stages. But | never pretended to be anything | wasn't.”

Once here, he says, he founded the Gay and Lesbian Resistance in 1957, one of the first organizations of its kind in
the country. For nine years he conducted training classes every Sunday afternoon that taught gays how to react in
the face of insults and brutality. Twelve years later, he was instrumental in establishing the Gay Liberation Front in
LA, onlythe third such organization in the nation.

For all those years, Kight has offered leadership to the uncertain, pride to the demeaned and comfort to the dying.
In 1970, he and others marched through Hollywood to honor the first anniversary of the so-called Stonewall
Uprising in New York. Itwas the start of the Gay and Lesbian Pride celebration and parade here.

And it galvanized a population that for too long had been almostinvisible.
Critics have called Kight theatrical and egotistical, but leaders must always possess those traits. Theatrics are
necessary to gather a crowd, and self-assurance is required to convince others to follow a path of resistance they

might otherwise avoid, or liberation will never be achieved.

"Morris comes from an era where, to be openly gay, you were putting your physical safety onthe line," Yaroslavsky
once told an interviewer, adding: "When the history of civil liberties is written, he'll be there."

"It has been exciting,' Kight says as we talk in a corner of the room where the Human Relations Commission is

about to beginits first meeting without him in more than two decades. There is a prevailing sadness to the event, a
sense thatan important erais ending.
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Kight is made an honorary commissioner, and then he's halfway out the door by the time the commission is called
to order to begin its formal meeting without him. Walker or no walker, he moves away from the meeting room as
quickly as he can. It's time to step out, to get going, to move on.

"That was the past,” he says, in a tone meant to categorize his honored yesterdays. "There are still things to do in
the future."

And the liberator moves determinedly down the hall toward the elevator.

Al Martinez's columns appear Mondays and Thursdays. He's at al.martinez(a)latimes.com.
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of the War Resistors League (1972-197).

ELUMIMATION OF COMMUNICARE GRASRS
HEALTH SAAVICRS DELIVERY: Begiming in 1937 he
ourxd women i inan carriers of sypisiia and coOwmaied
thaee g0 trastrs (ot £, He often drdins viriowl DIreOrs 10
the LS Public Heaith Servics Vensresi Disease Clinic in
Hot Sorings, Arkarsas, From 1947 to 1958 he wam & volun-
tenr worker in the veneresl desese eradicalicn program
New Mexico. From 1958 onward s coungeiet many car-
rers in Los Aogeies, leading them 1o the city and cowty
clinica. igentifying dociors wit would trest cases withowt
juigement, He wan rtrurnental n e establiatrwt of e
Verwreal Dissaee Cinic of 1 Gay Communty Services
Ceantar in Los Angeies. He worked on ihw rehabilitation of its
SOACcK, assisted i s icensure. heiped dentily & staff and a
Medical Oirector. He genwrsied pubiic funding for e
CHNIC — th tiret such pubiic hwsling in hstory. From 1973 10
1974 he was a2 mamber of the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Frae Clinic Council, urging a1ention 1o commuicabie
dissaees. ’
TUBRCULOSIS: From 1850 until the discovery of major
Gures he did Nealh €AUCAtON ADOUS tubercuioss and in
racication, Me coordinated the wark of 9.000 vohatews in
2 tubsrculcsis KISMAICEON, CUNe aNd {TEEEMeNt AOYr M.
—~ PFARY OF THE SOLUTION: From 1937 g 1942 Me &~

10MgRed 10 MEgate the Unversity he sitended, iater joning
I the NAALCS. He has neisted on an mtegrated bodird of direc.

tors of any activity he joined, This activily sventuslly took
him into work with the Southern Conference Educational
Fund It Lovivills, Kentuciy, and associstion with the
Southem Christion Leadership Conterence. .
PUSLIC POLICY: From 1942 onward he Nes taken part in
specisl study Neelth services asministration. It 1942 he grs~
duated frons the US, Career Service Training School He
R anadvZec ancd written widely on public POECY iSues. par-
1iculariy 1 e areen of civil erties, civil rigNts, socist ser-
vice defivery mechenisma, deferne budgets, foreign policy.
urban renewal and housing.

GAY UBERATION: He diracted onm-to-One Services in
hehall of membars of the community in L0a Angeies from
1958 oeward. Mis areas of contem nchxied housing, job
finding, bail Donds, courmeling, dertfication of resvurces.
ang sdvocacy.

n 1908 he founced the Gay Liberation Front of Los Angeiss.
Ma zasieted in defining its phiosophy, projected the first
demonatration and took an active part in many such street
demanstrations. it 1970 he assisted in the establishment of
Clwintopher Street-Wast, which along with New York, was
the first pubiic commnemoration of the Stonewall Uprising of
28 Jurw 1980, He was s resource parson for the Gay Sur-
vivat Comwnithes of the Gay Lberation Front,

He was one of the founders of the Gay Comwmunity Services
Conter. He was one of those wht conceptusiized the first
such agency in history. He wes & member of its Soard of
Directors rom 1971 vl his chose reticarent ot 1977
Ouring N time o the Soard he sevwed a8 President. Vice
Pregitert arxg Secratary. During thoss yers he wae & ful-
1iMe worker at the Center working in varous arsss. He was
Director of the Puslic Funding Task Farce of the Center
frouw th thime Cf itS CTeation. AS SUCH N 2elSted W the xian-
tfication of three millon dofers 10r the Ceter. He was
Qiractor ot the Private Furvding Task Forcs, and a8 such he
assistad n geveloping sufficiert funds t0 pwchaee the
Canter's property. in 1978 he seked to s retired from the

POLITICAL ACTION: Ma has been active On many poiiticst
tronts. He heiped, slong with Howard Fox and others. to

. lound tm Stonewall Democratic Clud), Me was (he ciub's

ﬁammmmmmmmth
1976 he becanes a mumber of the Caioma Stats
Democratic Central Committes. He is a member of the Sud-
Committes on Civil and Human Rignts of the Patiorm Com-
mittes. and 2 Co-Chair ot the Delegate Selec.
tion/Atfrmative Action Committes of the Calitornia
Cemacratic Party.
ACCERSBMLITY: Mommig i in daily communication with
trus cToSE-30ction Of Our populstion. He @ NEver oG busy t0
take tirvs Otg of hia frantics schedhuie 1o isten (0 anyons. He
N rCoivext 3veral Mundred phong Callg N & singie day. He
cartainly Aag NOt I0rgOttan the Dersond who reprasent they
grazaroats. Me & aimost always available a8 & spesker.
Couneeitr, mediator, FIJSrStaring lstensr, and aivacate
of jusl cousen. He i troly 8 public persan.
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BORRIS XI6N] celebrated his 70th Birthday, 19 November 1589 ..
One of the Pioneers of Leshian/Gay Liberation ..

Copmunity Organizer .. Feminist .., Pacifist .. Generalist .. Universaiist .. Social
Services Organization Founder .. Lesbian/Gay Liberationist ..

Since 1980, Comaissioner of Human Relations for the County of Los Angeles
(Vice President 1981~1988; Presideant 1988-1989) ..

Founder 1965, Dow Action Committee .. Pounder 1969, Gay Liberation Front/Los Angel-
es .. Founder 10 May 1970, Christopher Street West/Los Angeles .. Principal Co-
Founder May 1971, Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center/Los Angeles .. Co-Au-
thor 1972, Gay and Lesbian Rights Platform/Chicage .. Grand Marshall 1972, Gay and
Lesbian Freedom Parade/San Francisco .. Grand Marshaill 23 June 1973, Christopher
Street Liberation Day/ New York .. Grand Marshall 1975 and 1977, Christopher Street
West/Los Angeles .. Grand Marshall 1978, Dade County Lesbian/Cay Freedom Parade ...
Principal Co-Founder 1973, Van Ness Recovery House (First in History for Lesbian/
Gay Alcoholism/Addiction Recovery) .. Principal Co-Founder 1975, Stonmewall Democrat-
ie Club .. Co-Founder 1976, Gay and Leshian Caucus/California Democratic Council ..
Co~-founder 1977, Gay and Lesbian Caucus/California Democratic Party .. Statewide
Iseues Chairperson 1985-1986, Califormia Democratic Council .. Co-Founder 1980,
Asian Pacific Lesbians/Gays .. Principal Co-Founder 1984, McCadden Place Collec-
rion ..

Recipient 1983, Eason Monroe Courageous Advocate Award/American €Civil Liberties
Union .. Recipient 1989, £leanor Roosevelt Humanitarian Award/Southern California
Americans for Democratic Action ., Honoree Since 1985, Morris Kight Humanitarian
Avard/Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center .. Honoree Since 1988, Morris
Kight Humanitarian Award/The Experience .. :
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BY MORRIS KIGHT

§ marched down Hollywoad Blvd. on Sunday, June
28, 1970, in a splash of color, sound, joy and Gay Pride.
Every group in the Southern California area was repre-
sented, all found a place for their own philasophy, thair
own commitment. Fears and doubts faded away, and no
one could get enough of it. At the end of this historic
event, the vast crowds on the Boulgvard foliowed atter
the parade during dispersal cagar to get & hit more of the
magic of that exciting event. This was the First Christo-
pher Street West Parada.

As easy as al that sounds it was not quite that easy!
The genesis of this event, the Stonewall Uprising, the
Gay Liberation Movement, the exciting growth of the
Metropolitan Community Churches, and The Movement
forerunners has been gone into guita well in James
Kepner’s article in this Programme. The genesis of this
event is something else,

As Brother Jim has said, so correctly, it was a bit of
time before we all realized the miracie of Christopher
Street; and then began the legend about that night, and

the following days of rage. Those who “‘were there.“p
who knew what it meant” are now }

iz ¢2

“who saw it all,
legion; but in fact the enormity of that strugyie was a
"1t month in penetrating our consciousiess. | had several
Affs from Christopher Street from pay telephones during
the time: and frankly, 1 fe!t it was important, wishad |
ware there, but daep in my hegart | could not sort it out.
That sorting procass cama later.

In the press | have called it a “'non-viotent riot” and
this has brought somo consternation from friends who
know that | have never thrawn a brick, and have always
advocated social changes throuch non-violent maans.
have called it non-violeni because not a shot was fired,
property damage was next to nothing, no one was killed,
nor was there any wounding except for a tew minor
abrasions.

Whether that is, or is not, a correct analysis is not
important; that within one year several Gay activists
around the New York area felt it was an event worthy of
commemoration is important. Thus late in May, The
Rev. Troy Perry angd | qot letters from friends in New
York, asking what we were going to do out on the Coast.
We exchanged teizphane calls, and ! said “Troy let me
think about it, and cuggest a pian.” To have 3 moment,
to think in my house was next to impossibie in those:
days — remember the Gay Liberation Front was st
meeting In a non-pay owned dance hall, and all calls werel
handled out of there, all two hundred a dayl . . . and;
the flood of welcome visitors was widening.

Thus, | took the telephone off the hook for a few

“Sours, did not answer the door and started the ])rOC'C'aS)
A thinking out what 10 neminate. A massive teach-in
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twe'd done that already), a series of decentralized events
{we wera doing that), a series of small demonstrations at
the symbois of oppression, repression, and exploitation
{that had been done), what? S0 somewhere out of the
consciousness of the March to the Pentagon, San Fron
ciseo Anti-War March, April 15, 1857, Century Plazs,
June 23, 1567, Selma it, and any other such ponped the
ides, Why not have a parade right here in Los Anngzies
on 8 majer streot? So | calied Brotiver Bob Humphrics to
go with me and off to Troy's office, in an older-hcure-in-
the-rear in £ast Hollywood. Beloved Brother Bob Ennis
was therce in those days and the four oi us sat down. |
recall saying “Now you may not like what | propose,
but please fisten.' Thus, for forty-five minutes | rapped
down the joys, the hazards, the enormity of the mobiti-
zation, and the positive rasults 1o be achieved. By the
time | was dene, Troy was up from hehind the dzsk,
throwing his beautiful arms into the air, and saying:
“Morris, let's do it.”

{os Angeies asks forty days ta apply for a parade
permit, and here we were forty-four days ahead of the
agreed-upon time! So we went rignt down to the Potice
Station, got the forms, filled thenr in, and a!l this almost
unifateratly, and called the first meeting.

So we wil gathered at the Virgil Street Parsonage and
watked it out, Every organization around was represen-
ted, and (hose represonting the many tendencics in dur
community. To this day | wonder why not one said: It
can’t be done.” So we did it, and together, and fovingly,
and respecting one enother's individualities.

In great haste we raised sufficient money o get it
going, somewvne loaned $H00 (re-paid one year  later},
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teaflets were printed, grouns mobilized, and the show
was on the road. We had suspocted that the Police might
70t like to issue such a revolutionary permit, and they
did not like it at all. A devastating hearing in which we
were likencd to “robbers and burglars,” and a few
restrictions put upon us — that we should have 10 geta
security bond of $1,000,000 to cover personal damnages
in “the riots,” $500,G00 to cover “property damage in
the wake,” and $500 cash to “pay the police.”” These
same police wha are paid by us 2t collectively, including
the Gay Communiiy!

So | called the Amgrican Civil Liberties Union and
used smergency procedures 1o launch a fawsuit. Within
two hours Atterney Herbert Selwyn had agreed to take
our case, end we were in motion. Judgz Richard Schauer
granted a temporary injunction and asked the Pclica to
“show cause.” This matter was finally settied at noon on
Friday before the march on Sunday! Literally a photo-
finish. That no one goubted that we would win, nor that
our cause was not just, nor that we would march on the
sidewsalks if necessary, is to the everiasting commitment
of our community.

So marched we did, with butterflies in our stomachs,
with legitimate doubts and fears, but with enormous
courage and devotion. Ms. Heten Nichzus of Anubis at
‘he head, “Bo” Siewert in the second wave, then the
fmassive membgaishinos of GLF/LA, MCC, SPREE, and
thirty other groups joining in. Our joy seeing more and
more of us arrive, more and mare creative showings of
pride, but always wondering? . . . “What awaits us on
the Boulevard?' Wall, whar awaited us vwas 30 to 80,000
delighted restdents, spurred on by the radio ond television
carnpaigns brought on by the Police Depertment at-
titude. So there it wes! The thing we could not do for
ourseives the Police did for us. Who would make apublie

desue of a Gay Parade? A lawsuit t¢ demand one, ah!

that is nows!

e b L TR AT
N A
1 . B '

¥ D

)®

'

. .l.-.‘
EIRAR AN % LCA
EEY

So the pubtic toved us, rushed into the middie of the
streat 10 greet us, leaving a path barely wide enough to
neqotiate. | shall never forget the vigor and dipiomacy
of Brother Cliff Lettieri pursuading that crowd to make
a pathway for us.

So down the Boulevard we marched, proud, suc-
cessful, the winners! What our brothers/sisters had done
at Stanewall in rage, we honored with determination.

The rest is history. | was so moved by the beauty of
it alf that { could not sleep, but just walked the floor the
rest of the night to enjoy the last bit of that magnificent
day.

We have come a long way sincz tHose fer-off days.
We have long since established that Gay is Good, indeed
Gey is Great! The rage and anger is largely gone, our
determinaticn {C serve one another, and to carve out our
own lives is an gstablished fact, and now ecizblished
institutions are dealing with us, often taking the initiativa
to do so, and a whotle new gzneration of Gays will only
be eble 10 guess at what it was once like.

Stonewalt, Requiescat in Pace! You did your work,
fine Brothers and Sisters, you did it weil. Wherever each
of you is, stand high, as you dig that night, and know
that we are forever in your debt.

=

Footnote to history: the name of the gama. We
spent two days lsting names, discerding them, and
narrowing the list down. 3ob Humgphries cama flyine
out of the rcar of my house and said “I hove it *
Christopher Stroet-West.” . . | and he didl That he is \,\*-Z’ ‘))‘
important to Christopher Stroet-Wast at San Francizco,
atong with Rev. Ray Broshaars, Ferry, and a vas: group
of vclunteer workers is proof of the efficecy of that
narmsz, '
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Kight, Morris (1919-2003)

by Linda Rapp

Encyclopedia Copyright © 2015, glbtq, Inc.
Entry Copyright © 2004, glbtq, inc.

Reprinted from http://www.glbtg.com ) )
Top: A portrait of Morris

. , . . . . . Kight by Stathis
Activist Mom's Kight was a determined and courageous--if sometimes eccentric-- Orphanos.

fighter for glbtq rights. He worked vigorously for decades in the struggle for equality.  Above: A sign from a
West Hollywood
Morris Kight was born in Comanche County in the heart of Texas on November 19, restaurant that inspired a
. . . . . . protest led by Morris

1919. He grew up on the family farm. Kight recognized his sexual orientation as a :

. . . . . . o Kight and Rev. Troy
youngster. He stated in a 1994 interview that he began exploring his sexuality while in Perry.
high school and that he was "happy to say that [he] didn't have a trace of guilt feeling Images courtesy Stathis

about that." Orphanos.Copyright ©
Stathis Orphanos.All

Kight went on to study at Texas Christian University, from which he graduated in 1941. Rights Reserved.

During these years in Fort Worth he was, in his own words, "somewhat active as a gay person," although the
social scene for gay men was extremely limited. He recalled "occasional gatherings" at people's homes.
Discretion was essential because of the oppressive legal and social situation for gay men.

After graduation Kight moved to New Mexico. There he discovered "underground gay communities" in
Albuquerque and Santa Fe. At the time, he recalled, Albuquerque had several gay bars to which police
generally turned a blind eye. Kight described the gay scene in 1940s and 1950s New Mexico as "furtive"--
necessarily so since men convicted under the state's sodomy law faced a prison term.

Kight married in 1950. The union, which lasted until 1955, produced two daughters. Once Kight became a
gay rights activist he avoided mentioning his marriage to any but a few of his closest friends, apparently for
fear that his credibility as a spokesman for gay rights would be diminished.

Kight moved to Los Angeles in 1958. He had worked with a theater group in Albuquerque in the early 1950s
but was generally more interested in being a social activist than in earning a salary. Nevertheless, he
needed some source of income. For four years he had a part-time job as a novelty vendor at Dodger
Stadium during baseball games.

He also began holding semi-annual "garage sales" at which he sold antiques picked up on the cheap at thrift
shops. In time, dealers and well-to-do buyers, including Liberace, became regular attenders of his sales.

In Los Angeles Kight found a much more vibrant gay community than those he had known in Texas or New
Mexico. Kight became involved, opening his house for meetings to foster gay identity and pride, and helping
arrested gay men secure lawyers so that they could get out of jail.

As the war in Vietnam escalated, Kight, a Ghandian pacifist, devoted an increasing amount of time to
protests against it. He first became well known not for championing glbtq rights but for the founding in
1967 of the Dow Action Committee, an anti-war group protesting the chemical company's production of
Agent Orange. For his efforts he was vilified as a Communist sympathizer, but he persisted. He encouraged
gay men and lesbians to join him in the cause but met with a mixed response. Many were leery of the
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strong presence of Socialists in the organization, but others worked with Kight in demonstrations, sit-ins,
leafleting campaigns, and other forms of non-violent actions.

To this point Kight, though a fixture in the underground gay community in Los Angeles, had not joined more
visible homophile groups such as the Mattachine Society, which he considered elitist. In the wake of
Stonewall, however, he became one of the founders of the Los Angeles branch of the Gay Liberation Front
(GLF) in December 1969.

One of the Los Angeles GLF's first activities was a protest against a West Hollywood chili parlor called
Barney's Beanery, which had a sign that read "Fagots [sic] Stay Out.” Led by Kight and the Reverend Troy
Perry of the Metropolitan Community Church, gay men and lesbians demonstrated outside the restaurant,
demanding removal of the offensive sign.

When the owner, who had in fact never denied anyone service, refused to take down the sign--and indeed
added more--Kight and other protesters began coming in, ordering a single item, and remaining for hours.
Since the owner was losing money, he repeatedly called the Sheriff's Office to try to evict the protesters.
After three months the owner relented and took down the signs, handing them over to Kight and others.

The victory was short-lived. Once the protesters and the news media had departed, the owner replaced the
sign. It only came down for good in 1984 when Valerie Terrigno, the first lesbian mayor of West Hollywood,
removed it herself as soon as the city council passed an anti-discrimination ordinance.

Kight was a firm believer in the importance of media attention, and he relished the spotlight, which is
exactly where he put himself in 1970, only a few months after the Barney's Beanery demonstrations. GLF
member Don Jackson had proposed that some two hundred gay men and lesbians should move to the tiny
community of Alpine County, California, register to vote, and then take control of the local government.

Jackson's plan was to proceed quietly, but that was not Kight's style. In short order he and fellow GLF
member Don Kilhefner were calling press conferences to announce the new "gay Mecca.” The story received
nationwide coverage but also drew a lot of hostility, and the plan never went forward. Kight's heavy-handed
tactics caused a rift between him and some other leaders in the gay rights movement, but he never
stopped working in the way that he thought best.

Another of Kight's early projects was the organization of Christopher Street West, a march held in Los
Angeles on June 28, 1970, the first anniversary of the Stonewall uprising in New York. Los Angeles Police
Commission officials attempted to block the event by denying a permit unless the organizers put up the
exorbitant sum of 1.5 million dollars in security bonds. The Reverend Perry sought the help of the American
Civil Liberties Union, which won a court order that allowed the parade to proceed and eliminated the
onerous costs. Christopher Street West has evolved into one of the country’s largest pride parades. Kight
was a frequent participant over the years, last marching in Christopher Street West in 1999.

Kight was also instrumental in establishing the Gay Community Services Center (later renamed the Los
Angeles Gay & Lesbian Community Services Center), which opened its doors in October 1971. The center
was registered as a non-profit corporation, allowing donors to receive tax deductions for their contributions
and permitting the center to apply for government grants. From distinctly modest beginnings it has grown
to be the largest gay and lesbian services center in the world, offering a wide range of legal, medical, and
social services. In his final years Kight cited the founding of the center as one of the achievements of which
he was proudest.

In founding the Gay Community Services Center Kight was working within the system; nevertheless, his
leftist politics and his occasionally outrageous tactics struck some in the glbtq rights movement as too
radical and potentially detrimental to the goal of gaining acceptance for glbtq people in the wider society.
One person holding this opinion was David Goodstein, who bought the gay newspaper The Advocate in 1975
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and immediately began to transform it into a slick magazine. One of his first moves was to ban reporting on
people whose activities he considered deleterious to the cause. Kight was chief among them.

Goodstein took things a step further, sending young reporter Randy Shilts to do an "exposé” on Kight. Shilts
found no basis for a negative article on Kight, refused to write such a piece, and eventually left the
magazine. Several years later Goodstein attempted to repair the breach by inviting Kight to participate in
the Advocate Experience, a confrontational consciousness-raising group that he sponsored. Kight declined,
saying, "l don't think I'd care to join a cult.”

Kight never flagged in his efforts to empower glbtq people. In 1975 he founded the Stonewall Democratic
Club to give glbtq people a stronger voice in politics.

Kight also spearheaded the boycott of the Coors Brewing Company to protest its discriminatory employment
policies. After the company dropped the offensive practices and began donating money to glbtq
organizations to lure back customers, Kight was among those who called for keeping the boycott in place
because the Coors family's foundations continued to make major contributions to right-wing organizations
inimical to glbtq rights.

When California State Senator John Briggs proposed an amendment to ban homosexual teachers from the
public schools in 1978, Kight was one of many to join the fight against it. In the end the measure, opposed
by a wide variety of groups, went down to a solid defeat, giving the young movement for equality a rare
victory at the polls.

In the early 1980s Kight was appointed a member of the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission,
on which he served for twenty years, retiring in 2002. Among the projects he implemented during his
tenure was the Crossroads Employment Agency, the first specifically created to assist gay men and lesbians.

Kight remained an active participant in the glbtq rights movement until the very end of his long life. On his
eighty-third birthday in 2002 he appeared before the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to call for
better services for people with HIV/AIDS. Another of his final projects was to have a corner in West
Hollywood designated the Matthew Shepard Memorial Triangle in honor of the gay college student who was
the victim of a savage homophobic murder.

Kight left a lasting legacy in the 3,000-piece Morris Kight Collection, which contains both fine art by gay
men and lesbians and a variety of memorabilia including posters and photographs documenting the struggle
for glbtq rights. Shortly before his death Kight donated this valuable resource to the ONE Institute.

Kight, who had suffered several strokes in his last years, was hospitalized in December 2002 because of
various health problems including cancer and heart trouble. He spent his final weeks at the Carl Bean
House, a hospice of the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, which donated its services in recognition of Kight's
many years of support for the organization.

Kight died peacefully in his sleep on January 19, 2003. He was survived by his companion of twenty-five
years, Roy Zucheran.

A tireless worker but something of a maverick, Kight never achieved the leadership role in the glbtq rights
movement that he undoubtedly would have wanted. As he grew older he was somewhat eclipsed by new
generations of leaders who used different tactics to gain equal rights. Toward the end of his life, however,
he was "rediscovered” by younger glbtq rights supporters, who appropriately honored him for the pioneering
work on which they are now able to build.
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t think it's right to
5/21/76) Abzug's
n housing, credit,
. government and

He has an Advisory Committee
on Gay People:

REV ~TROV PERRY; BETTY BERZON, psychologist;

| ARRY LITTLEJOHN businessman NEWT DEITER. Ph D .

psychologist: SHARON CORNEILSON. feminist;

IAN D BARLOW. M D . psychiatrist. PAT DENSLOW educator.
REV CHUCK LARSEN.PAT UNDERWOOD,
businesswomen; REV KAY BROSHEARS.
TERRENCE K O'BRIEN, attorney; PAT ROCCO,
flmmaker. BOB ROSS publisher; LARRY REH.
DAVID GLASCOCK. and George
MENDENHALL, political writer, (partial list, affili-
ations tisfi.’d for ~identification only)

He has deep religious
beliefs, but he doesn’t
believe In legislating
morals:

| don't consider myself one iota better than anyone
else because | happen to be a Christian, and | have
never done anything other than keep strictly

seDarated mv Dolitical life fromm mu rehoious life There would he



Los Angeles coalition

New group already at work;
march Is Its first success

"Horrible Tuesday." the day guy
rights were lost in Dado County,
Fla., has sparked gay leaders in
Los Angelos to form a local Coali-
tion for Human Rights.

The coalition's first.task was the
Slop Anita Bryant march in Holly-
wood June 13 attended by an es-
timated 9.000 people and staged
only three days after the group’s
first organizational meeting (see
related story),

The demonstration also raised
$2,200 for the Coalition.

"The mobilization was done over
my phone—in large part.” Morris
Kight, oav activist of long-stand-
ing. toloMjtcslFejd. Kight and the
Rev. Troy Perry of the Metropol-
itan Community Church contacted
local groups nnd asked them to
send two delegates to the Initial
planning meeting June 11.

There wiu. r.o time loelect dole-

gates—the first meeting was more
ofk potpourri of thorn who wantod

to be involved,” said Dr. Susan
Kuhner, programs director of tho
Gay Community Services Center.
."The major focus was the march—
what it was going to look like."

"We decided not to call It the
Los Angeles Countv Coalition for
Human Rights," Kuhner continued.

"We didn't want lo discount all the

people who were participating
lfﬁrf:anNOrange County and Cams-

Kight called tho Bryant cam
paign the greatest thing to hap-
pen lo gay liberation."

For many, this marks a return
to the political activism of the'60s

with a heightened sira’ aware-
ness in the Kight
r *
$
&
rav'- -

ACTIVIST Morris Kiglu

june”a-july /. 19t( NowsWOst 7

said. “I believe deeply in coalition
politics.” he added,

About 50 people were repre-
sented at the first planning ses
sion.Theyincludedpolitical.edu-
cational, legal and social service
groups, women's nnd Third World
organizations and non-gay groups

with human rights orientation.

Cotilncl. u directory id gay or-
ganizations, lists 237 groups in
Southern California Six of these
are exclusively political. "But that
is irrelevantKight asserted.
“'Gay' and 'lesbian’' arc political
terms."

The goals of the coalition in-
clude organizing boycotts und
demonstrations, voter mobiliza-
tion. education, legislative lobby
ing nnd media coordination, he said

Another goal expressed by
Kight is “co-soxual purity"—equal
representation of males and fe
itialus in the coalition and its com
mittteos

"There isa lot ofsupport for the
contribution* of lesbians,"” Kuhnor
said. “That space hasn't been
there before.”

“In light of the real enemy."
Kuhner concluded, "It's lime for

feminists to join ranks with gays,
Wo most work together to win.”
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INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN STONEWALL DEMOCRATIC CLUB
Fill out tho information requostod bolow and tond rt in to
Stonewall Democratic Club. P.O. bo* J'-MBb. Loi Angelw, CA. 90039

Zhj

S 5.00 Student / Unempioyod / Senior Cituen

Mmoo *
$25.00 Stonewall*
S60.00 Big Stonewal

by fat Homo

WHOWANTSTOGOTO FROND
FORAPOLITICALCONVENTION*

Fortunemy several Stonewall m*m
Mn d-dcjpnu -n*dwir* and atirndwl
Ih* ivwntCaMont* Od->XXMK Courv
Ol ByWi Con«*ru-on. Ston-wel" had a
wry vocal prmruboth in *h*Gay
Caucxn maet.ng and onthe Horn ol tha
cnn.enters. Gerry Partar led in* floor
«iflbi on wvaral minority poonom at a
marnher of the Bylaws Commute Win
Smith and Alan Shoc*men also umtnbn
i«0 to uu* poutions on tha Bylaws.
President Kight prepatod a hylnw Haul

official sobsUncv to the Couchtin
in th. CDC. R<V. Swtow held an import-
unt post in coordinating the convention
Hob Jur.na and B*>» Stevenmn alvi
attended The Wilde-Stem Club ti» Piet
Nno , uur newer gay dub. honed adm

no* tor the Gay Caucoi

OUR GROWING PRESENCE IN
DEMOCRATIC PARTY CIRCLES
= <*» Stomvallcn ake mambm of

th* I.A County Democratic Central
Committie. Garty Parke*. Alan SHaci.
man, Clayton Wolh and Wir. Smith. Th<
futi thin*aho oi on the Exocuhvn
Hoard and were instrumental, along with
a coalition ol Blac*i and Chicanoi, m
denying ondorwmem to Jolm Gltisnn.
then President of tho City Council and
no Inond ol mmootie. in his raotnl bid
lor lealaction Ed Bur*-. Cheupcnon ol
th* County Commute*, hatbeen »ery
halpful in atabiohing tha 9, -twvwwwv

Getty. Clayton and Jerry Knagw at
tuo member--o» the Democratic Patty
Slat* Central Comtram*. Praodt-.t Bwi
CoMoy fiat fuddled ho pledge to Stone-
u«ll. made «n Janusy when ha whetted
ou. support in hH election, and nrcug
nirml a Gay Caucus.

Their next meetingwill tie at tha Du
nuyland Hotel on Saturday Oaeembe* J
at B OO0 AM Ail interested gaysiiMi linn
tud lo attend tha Caucus matting tu

show Ihe State Party we an-.viable force.

ConyifuUtrara HARVEY MILKM
StunowaH s hearty and haartMl am
y.tulatiomgo to ourgay broth*, 1aa the
North. Harvey Mith. recently aheted In
th. pnvl of County S<4xrv.tor ol San
»rano*o Thrt ma*a Harvey tie- fim
upmly gay canUdate to be cMded th
oofitol offmrin Cblifonua. Hi»p*fufly
Harvey will € the fuv of a new hnmd
uiertad politiciam, GAY. as wo piv
pore ourtelyet fur thr S978 electiuiil.

HELP TO REGISTER VOTERS
With Ihe impending thiu.1 ul the
8<«wt Init™twe and Ed Dawi running
*m Governor, we mutt try to get at
rnwvy i»iyt regninvl to wit* atpottdw
To towtme a »ote» DgHIR* i»>»>mn
U*mga simpleOasv ft* non mtomta
turn contact Don fdey -1 4M 447S
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Gay Rights Movement Gains Political MomentuminL. A.

Out of the Closet, It's Becoming Respectable Force in Election Campaigning

BY DOUG SHUIT

Timas Stald wrltey

“It's oul of the closet, and itito the
Beverly Wilshire,” shouted the Rev.
Troy Perry. minisier of the homosex-
yal-oriented Metropolitan Cammuni-
Ly Church, during a recent speech.

Clearly, this was heady stuff for
these 1,000 or so onetime sexual out-
laws wha filled the big room at Lhe
posh Beverly Hills holel, And they
greeted Perry and other speakers
with waves of applause,

The gay rights movement in Los
Anpeles—rather than laking a low
profile after Anila Bryant's successiul
Save Our Children campaign in Flori-
da last year—has more momentum

than ever before,

It truly has come out of the closet,
and, wilh Lhe support of many local
political leaders, Rtas become a re-
apeciable political Joree.

Even as Lhey prepare for the fight
of Lheir lives—Republican state Sen.
John Briggs of Fullerton is pushing a
statewide initiative campaign giving
school dislricts Lhe righl to fire ho-
mosexuals—leaders of the gay rights
movemenl are locking beyond Briggs
and {ighting for a much bigger issue:
full employment rights wilhoul dis-
crimination.

“What we wanl—Lhe bottom line—
i5 to be left alone,” says atterney Pe-
ier Seoll, ene of Lhe founders of Lhe

lalest gay rights political action
group, the New Aalliance for Gay
Equality, or New Age. "We're not
asking for any special (reatmenl.
We're jusi agking to be allowed Lo ex-
press affcetion, like any helerosexual
wauld. . .without fear of losing our
livelihoods.”

Ancther founder of New Age, po-
litical consultanl David Mixner, said
in an inlerview:

“We bhelieve this issue musl be
moved inte the mainstream of the po-
litica! process. You have to deal wilh
iL, and now is the time.

“If ever we are going Lo assure Lhat
people who follow us wen't live in
closets filled with terror and black-
mait, and can have the Trcedom Lo be
apen and whole human beings, then
we have to do il in the next couple of
¥ears or it's just not going (o happen,”

Those positions, i themselves, are
cxlremely controversial, for gay
rights leaders admit (hey are facing a
deep-rocted  animosity toward ho-
raosexuatity, based on concerns Lhat
homosexualily invoives mental illness
and immoralily.

[.eaders of Lhe gay righls move-
ment believe such concerns are the
result of social prejudice, lack of un-
derstanding and bigotry,

They are encouraged by signs they
soe that the socicty at large is finding
homasexuality more acceplable,

One of the most recent signs was
the victory of Dr. Joselle Mondanaro
over the Brown Administration in
winning back her job as a lop slate
drug abuse official, The debale cen-
lered on her job performance and
Gov. Brown's justification in fring
her, rather than the fact thal she s an
avowed lesbian.

Another is the fact that a book by a
homosexual football player, David
Kopay, rang up healthy national
sales, indicating thal many hefe-
rosexuals, as well as homosexuals,
found the book inleresting. Anolher is
the prominent role thal iesbians have

played in the national feminist move-
ment, Still ancther is the facl that
male and female homosexualily is
openly discussed on radio and televi-
sion, and a homosexual characler has

a regular role on the show Soap,
Despite these apparenl advances of
their cause, gay rights leaders believe
they slill have a long way Lo go, in
large part because of the backlash
they saw develop last year in Dade
County, Fla, when voiers supported
Anita Bryant and ber crusade 1o re-

peal 2 sexual equality ordinance,
Where gay rights leaders may see
themselves as parl of a social and in-
lelleclual evolution that is ever going
forward, the backlash is seen as
evidence, in some quarters, that gay
rights has gone as far as i can go and
Please Tuzn to Page 5, Col. 1
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Gay Rights Movement Making Weight
Felt in Los Angeles Political Life

Continued from Fiest Page

that the pepdulum is swinging back
now fo more traditional Christian
oy at values,

Briggs sees it that way. “Our peo-
ple—the normal majority—are out of
the closet, too, They have been
pushed and shoved teo far,” he says,

Briggs is spearheading an initiative
campaign aimed at puiling before vo-
lors in the November election a state
constitutional amendment that would
give local school boards the right to
fire hamosoxual leachers and admin-
istrators, and even nonhomoSexual
teachars and administrators who en-
derse a gay way of life.

(il Is considered a question of gay
rights, as opposed 10 homosexual
rights, because of whal the lerms
have come lo mean. Whereas ho-
mosexual relales primerily 10 an indi-
vidual's sexuat preference, gay relates
to a whole way of life that is peblic in
2 way that private bedroom activily is
not. it is this gay life-style thal is sof
conlroversial. For mest in the gay
rights movenent, gay means out of
the closel, whereas homosexual
means siith in the closet.}

Briggs says he has haif the signa-
tures needed o pw his iniliative on
the November ballol, Once it goes be-
fore the voters, he predicls thal the
issue will capture nalionai attention
(lihg way the Anita Bryant campaign

id.

And he predicts ge'll win.

"1t will be a fight regarding movali-
ty, a fight beiween those who stand
for morality ané Lhose whe stand for
immoralfity,” he said.

Briggs says the issue is one of ho-
rmosexuals in Lhe classroom, and their
inftuence on schoolehildren, “There is
no question that people will sland up
for their children,” he added.

Briggs prediets the fight, il iL gets

before the volers, “is going o be a
wingdinger.”

Briggs' pradiction is based in por!
on the growing respeciability of the
gay rights movement in Demotratic
political circles—and the growing po-
litical might of homogexuals them-
selves, particularly in Los Angeles.

Gay rights in Los Angeles stil} has
nol made the impacl (hal has been
felt in San Francisco, where gays
have aot only elected one of their
number to the city-county Board of
Supervisors, but have congregated in
such numbers that they have hed a
significanl impact on housing and
business. (“San Francisco i3 the
fountainhead of all homosenalily,”
Briggs said,}

The movement has come a long
way in only a short lime,

“A few years age, when yoo ap-
proached a politician, he ran the other
way,” said Perry, one of (e chief
leaders of the gay rights movement in
Los Angeles.

During his recent speech al the
Beverly Wilshire, Perry declared, "1
cait remember a long time ago {1969)
when only ene person would speak to
us in this community—the lale City
Councilman Robert Stevenson . ..
Yet I look avound, and how times
tave changed. Everyane's here ex.
cept Anita Bryant and John Briggs.”

He was referring to the keynole
speaker, Sen. George McGovern {D-
S.D.), Democratic slate Assemblyman
Art Agnos of San Francisco, and 10 a
number of locai politicians.

They included City Atty. Bun
Pines, county Supervisor BEd Edel-
man, City Council members Zev Yar-
ostavsky, Peggy Stevensen {widow of
Robert Stevenson) and Joel Wachs;
slate Assemblymen Mike Roos and
Mei Levine, and Community College
Board members Wallace Alberlson
and Gwen Moore.,

And these political figures repre-
senl only the tip of the iceberg in
terms of Lhe real political support the
gy rights movement is receiving in
Los Angeles. A recenl fund-raising
evenl by & gay righls organization
known 2s the Municipad Elections
Committee of Los Angeies (MECLA)
Histed on ils dinner committee 27 pol-
iticians helding state, federal, county
and city political offices.

Politicians have found thai gay
rights leaders ean deliver a sizable
vole at clection time and penerate
substantial political contributions.
They alse appear 1o be in agreement
wilh the goals of the gay rights
movemenl,

Pines, now running in the Demo-
cralic primary for state attorney gen-
eral, aggressively soughl gay support
n 1973 during his first campaign for
city attorney, making him ene of the
earfiest polilicians to recognize gays
politically,

Anolher politician especially well
liked in the gay communily is county
Supervisor Edeiman, who, in addition
to appointing 3 gay person lo his slaff,
has worked to get county money for
the Gay Community Services Cenler
i Holtywood.

"1 think what I've done,” Edelman
said “is lo Tecognize primaniy their
needs as a community. I've recog-

nized that they have needs not ror.
mally met through other county
agencies, like aicoholism and vene.
regl disease. They've been diserimin-
ated against in the pasl, bul they pay
taxes like the rest of us, and govern-
ment has Lo be open 1o 2l people.”

Sen. McGovern, the unsuccessful
Democratic eandidate for President in
1972, ealied the gay rights movement
“the latest struggle againsi prejudice
and diserimination” n the Ubniled
Slates in his speech at the Baverly
Wilshire.

He said, “There shoufd be no con-
troversy in the United States over the
right io personal privacy, the freedom
from discrimination and prejudice.”

The event at which MelGovern
spoke, along with Perry, was staged
to celebrate the latest in a ‘series of
gay righis politiciai action groups,
this one New Age.

Others include MECLA, o fund-
raising group that in 1977 began dis-
pensing hefly contributions—$1,500
0 $2000 each—to local politiclans,
the volunieer-criented Stonewall
Democyalic Club, which was formed
in 1375 by longlime activist Morris
Kight; the gay chiapter of the Ameri-
¢an Civil Liberties Union, and 2 het-
erosexual organization called Parents
angd Friends of Gays,

New Age and other groups see the
Briggs initiative as a step backward in
terms of political geing they have
made in recent years, primarily he.
cause it would amend part of the 1975
legisiation that changed their status,
The legistation legalized ail privately
conducted sex acts between eonsent-
ing adulis and has been called, in
some quarters, “the homosexisal's bill
of rights,”

But they alsv see, beyond the
developing fight with Briggs, 2 much
bigger one—one that invelves their
fundamental rights, They say thal
what they wanl is the right o live
their gay life-style free of fear that
they will be fired, held back from
promotion or not hired in the first
place if they do nol hide their sexal
preference.

They have allied their movement
with the dlack civil rights struggle,
the antiwar moventent, the feminist
movement, the international humao
rights movement, and believe ulti-
mately they will be successful,

Kighl pioneered a public advocacy
role for homosexuality in the early
19508, "Our first role in this soctely
was 10 survive,” he said. “Ail of so-
ciety's instittlions were massed
agains! us—churches, schools, the
famity, the courls, We have done
that. We have -urvived. Qur next
goal was te phik in to soclely, and we
are doing that, too. Look at the sup-
port we're receiving.”

One favorable sign Perry and oth-
ers gee is lhal attitudes are softening
even in the Republican Party, source
of much of the antigay backiash. Two
preminent Republicans running this
year, Assemblyman Kep Maddy of
Fresne, whe is ranning for governor,
and record producer Mike Curh, run-
ning for lieulenant governor, have
made public statements opposing the
Briggs initiative.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



iStO reWti | | DEMOCRATIC CLUB

ANNOUNCES ITS AGENDA FOR SUMMER AND FAl1ll OF 1978

To continue to serve the Lesbian and Gay Community in...

1 Making YOUR Vote Count Within The Democratic Party

JERKY BROWN for Governor.

MEKVYN DYIMALLY for | t. Governor.

MARCH » ONG LU for Secretary cl State..

KIINNL TH CORY for State Controller

|ESSTf M. I/NRUH for State Treasurer

YVONNE BRAILHWAIT t BURKL for Attorney General..

ROSE BIRD for ( hiet lustier Cal. Supreme Court.

Acranta idwan iwinkt atnnci

- A Ogl
ATLAST;

To work for the election and/oi re-election of these
STATEWIDE CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS:

He has spoken out against Ihc Briggs'
* proposition (. and has pledged lo
continue doing so.

. He has been a consistent sup/>orter <>l
Lesbian and Gay rights and delivered
the daidm vote AB 4S9 (the Califor-
nio Consenting Adults | awf andis a
vigorous opponent of Prop 6.

. She has redressed the | A Police Dept,
(or furnishing grossly erroneous figures
about'jus tmolve/nent in child moles-
tation rases, and brought those cotrec
lions to the attention ufthe public
through thepress and the PIA,

She spoke out at a Stoneuull meeting
saying "'l am tor Gay Rights and
opposed to Proposition 6

Simply because she Isa woman doing
a goodlob In an important position
she has been under atlark by the anil-
feminists and is deserving of ad the
support we can muster.

3 lo work vigorously for the defeat ol Proposition (» within the Democratic Party and other alliances..

The Slonewa/l Democratic Club has been central to securing the resolutions in
opposition to Proposition 6 corning (tom the Democratic Stole Central Committee,
and the Democratic County Committees of | os Angeles, Orange, Sun Tranduu,

and Merced Counties. Stonescull haS d out an intensive campaign to hrmg
our party Into total opposition to ET

---------- HERE'S WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP:

A REGISTER TOVOTE-.4c.il tou> will connect you

B

with a Diputy Ho*)'mar to tee that you «ra ragliterad,
STUDY THE ISSUES... attend Sroncniill's meetings
.rutenpapi in dtautwom. See timo and place lielo<v.
CONVENT YOUR HOME Imo a M™bothood cam
Pa>o' oMtco in opposition to Prop 8. Distribute literature
on the Issue*. Hold Coffoeklltdtaa (call ut, we’ll be happy
to lurmsh e speaker.

USE OUR SLATE SHEET... our endorsements are the
‘nuttv of clow exam.nations o' candidate* and issue*
Previous date ah«m reached tnn.OOONoo<« Vnn* eor»-
trihution can help ui prim mo.e and distribute more.
GET OUT THE VOTE... once you learn who aupporti
us wnhin your immediate preonct, you can we that
they are logtstnrcd In advance and turned out to vote on
election dov. That I» acritical priority!

Opan meeting! ot Stonewall Democratic Club are held every
Thurs. evening ot 7pm from now until the November elections
Place >428 No MeCadden Pi., Hollywood ineor Sunset)

Tela: 1213) 463 3928 and (2131 463 3184

r

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION.. To0join Stonewall Demo
cralic Club simply till out thiscoupon and mail itin to
Stonewall, P.o. Bov 3949D, Los Angelos. CA 90039

Name R
Adihm

Cuv
Telephones

-Zip

$ 5. Studont/Unemployed/Sentor Citiren
S 15. Regular S'25. Stoncwaller S 6G B'B Slonewiili!’
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Kr. Otis Chandler, Publisher
Los Angeles Tines
Timoo-Kirror Square

loo Angeles, California 900p3

Dear Mx. Chandler:

Herewith is a file on the experience of Ms. Claudia Long in
connection with the signature gathering process for the now-filed
Briggs Anti-Homosexual Initiative, tfe think that the file 8pefi.&3
for itself.

te. Long was recruited within Los Angeles County to coralt
a sories of felonies. Happily for her she found out that that
ia exactly what she wa.' doing, chocked with some of the alooters
nnd found That they hud not authorised thoir signatures. indeed,
under the Elections Code that could r.ot huve oeon done so under
any conditions.

Wo present the fil% to you and your associates for Evaluation,
investigation, and possible action. We nave mot with Ms. I<ong,
in several extensive meetings, attended by attorneyst and advoc--
of respect for the electoral processes. We are convinced of the
legitimacy of her corpl&ir.i. end hope that you night cover the
game ground that we have.

Wt- prccume that some employees of the Times Publishing Company
would favor th-: Briges Initiative, that some would oppose it,
but we would presume th&: non-: of you would favor nuch bla*.?r.t
perversion of the electoral processes, 1 have been centra; ?c
intiative-rocn 1J and roferer.dn myself, and ar. happy to say that
I, nor any of my associates, ever considorod such deviouanecr.
in tsignature-gatnering.

We have done research in the streets of Los Angeles during
the sigr.atui--gathering phase, r.d are shocked at the biatan*
deceit that waa used in gathering signatures.

Respectfully submitted

Morris Kight
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NO ON THE BRIGGS INITIATIVE
COMMITTEE
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MO ON THE BRIGGS INITIATIVVE
COMMITTEE
1428 N. MC CAOOEN PL.

1
<213> 463-3928

Dear Donors - and potentially new donors - from the Gay
End Non-Gay communitiesi

This is our third general mallingi Some of you may te
receiving a mailing for the first time. These mailings are
our attempt to report what we have done, what we are doing,
and what we plan tc do In the future. Each of these reports
has been approved by the full staff, each reflecting the
thinking of us all.

We have been at it for four months now, and, in addition to
our regular activities, hove passed some true milestones!
the WALK AGAINDT LF.IGGS and the recent lawsuit. Much, much
more needs to be done. We shall continue those activities
to which we have committed ourselves and we will add new
components now that the WALK has gone into history. We
will attempt not tc duplicate the activities of any other

group.

You can soe from our financial report that we have operated
on an exceedingly modest sum. It doec need to bo increased,
and we hope that you will assist in accomplishing that goal.

Nfeny people call us about a wide variety of subjects, some
old friends, some new onoo, come people we did not previously
know. We hope that wu are dealing responsibly with each
caller.

We would welcome a call from any of the recipients of this
letter. Tell us how you feel about what we are doing, make
suggestions for the future.

AN INVITATION! We are now expanding the Friday night meetings.
The agenda is set, the work pattern is developed. At each
meeting specific plans nrc projected, programs are reviewed,
responsibilities are parcelled out. Always at 7'30 P.M., soft

drinks and coffee are served.

FRANK and COMPANY will be home now, and you’ll have an oppor-
tunity to hear Trom them at meetings and assist them in
developing programs with groups you may be involved with.

Toward Victory 7th November.

Morris Kight. for NOBIC

State of Calif Offleal | D No 78- 1963
<2 x4365



NO ON THE ERI3GS INITIATIVE
CCMVNVIITTEE
w2B N. MC CAODEN PL.
LOS ANGELES, CA. 0002B

**»
mu
| t 11
Mr -, AGHS MKV« M5
Mill* n UlUN that. 11 M MI u.
o4— MjU
IM<I<II W cIrII <M Anili 1iIMI
or m
t M * Ml

ultai I'R/l'l”l“t’o 1A PTR R W et

MW# «
ff Je» ee**INT *]% l*lll»i.llfM'lt» CIV(-
arr«ly « o ee |oxx « miilM,
C. aMI*
mtaut I*. ir* >M l«. le« *

|| JMII\/I «4 o >»| «nu i>* M * .
o il -
om | *
<n Ic c*ui4 Ul> la.»'< a* U*» bi* 'Nﬂ
aMlar.r* Mill 3
la Uul jact 4 Y2N0ATS
v*al (oUMItl c«*l.
|
of *x] ir 11
- M* -1ll aaa-r.
e r. eei .
a elzR/If?, “4[_???50 « I>1«lU<
Ul | f

t»1.» Ml Mi* fac<. 1% s« ml



Bitter Fight Expected on Gay Teacher Issue: Both Sides Gearing Up for ...
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Bitter Fight Expected
on Gay Teacher Issue

Both Sides Gearing Up for Campaign
That Could Rival Battles Over Prop. 13

BY DOUG SHUIT

Thnus J0adi Wrier

The question of homosexual rights,
already battled on the local level
from Florida to Orzgen, is coming Lo
California in a slatewide campaign
thal miiht rival the emctional inten-
sity of the current fight over Proposi-
tion 13,

Botk sides were already gearing up
for the fight Thursday in the wake of
qualification of an imitiative that
would remove homosexual teachers,
or others who advocate homosexual
acts, from California public schools.,

The tnitiative, called the "Catifor-
nia Defend Qur Children” initiative
by ita awthor, stele Sen. John V.
Briggs (R-Fulterton}, will be on the
HNev. T general election batlot il it
overcomes legal chalienges,

Briggs, a conservative maverick
from Orange County, predicted in
Sacramentc that the miliative likely
will generate as much interest, con-
troversy and pational attention as Lhe
Proposition 13 campaign,

And, while gay rights leaders were
hop1n§l that it would not degenerate
into the kind of emotional campaign
waged over Lhe Jarvis property-tax
initiative, they were gelling ready
for it,

Both Briggs and gay rights leaders
have ‘been expecling the battle for
months, aimest from the day a similar
{?i!ght ended last year in Dade Counly,

a,

It was shorlly after the Dade Coun-
ty {Miami} fight, ied by singer Anita
Bryant, that Briggs decided o make
California 2 stalewide battleground
over the issue of hamosexuality and
public schools,

And that was when local gay acti-
vists, surprised and distrubed by the
emotions and antigay bias reflected in
the Florida vole, began thinking se-
riousty about the same kind of thing
happenitg in California,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

What had already been a well-or-
ganized gay righls movemen! really
took off after Dade County, particu-
larly in Los Angeles and San Francis-
co, and gay activists won the support
of many local politicians,

To defeat the Briggs initiative, gay
leaders will have to buek a national
trend that goes against protecting ho-
mosexugls from job and housing dis-
crimination. .

After the Dade County fight, ho-
mosexuals suffered a series of defeats
geross Lhe coundry as cities like
Wichita, Kan.; 81 Paul, Minn., and
Eugene, Ore., voted in public referen-
dums to repeal laws protecting ho-
mosexuals from job and heusing dis-
crimination.

What the Briggs iniiative would do
is remove publie school officials from
proteclions under California's land-
mark consenling adults |aw, which,
when passed in 1975 afier a Jong
fight, had the cffect of legalizing ho-
mosexual eonduct belween consent-
ing adults.

But the Initiative would go further
than that, making any teacher, teach-
ers’ aide, school administrator or
counselor—-gay or straight—subjecl
{a firing il they advacale or encour-
age & homosexual way of life, leaving
the decisien up to local school boards.

That was a key element in the ini-
tialive that surfaced Thursday in in-
tarviews with individuals lining up on
hoth sides of the fight.

Briggs, in a lelephone inlerview
from Sacramento, specifically noled
that his initialive would cover a case
he said was brought to his altention
involving an Orange Counly heallh
instructor who brought inlo his elass-
room 2 homosexual couple for a dis-
cussion "of their love [ifa.”

Gay ieaders said they expected to

Please Torn {o Page 31, Col. 3

Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TEACHERS

Continued from Thied Pege

draw substantial supporl from school
teachers and others who would fear
widespread “witch hunts” in the pub-
lie school gystem as a result of the in-
itiative,

“The Initlative presents a challenge
to all school employes in that any an-
gry, disaffected sludent could -work
out his or her revenge against any
school employe by Bringing them up
on charges,” sald Morriz Kight, leader
of the gay Stonewall Democratie Club
jn Los Angeles.

The initiative battle, ag it shaped up
Thursday, likely will e fought on a
number of other grounds a3 well, and
the rhetoric that surfaced also gives a
good indication of the fight to come.

“What this initiative is all about iz
whethes or not parents have the vight
to determine who will teach thejr

children. The key words in the initta- -

tive gay that one af the most fun-
damental interests of the state is the
establishment and preservation of the
-family unit,” gaid Briggs.

In another interview with Sa-
cramento reporters, he said “They
want to take street morals into the
classreom.”

L.os Angeles attorney Peter Scott,
one of the founders of the politically
active New Alliance for Gay Equality,
said the initiative would put he-

mosexvals' backs ta the wall through-
out the nation.

“It's really a Jim Cruw-iype law,
and if i's pol stopped in Califorpia,
this type of thing will happen acrosa
the country,” he gald.

Scolt and others were predicting
that gay activisis would have to raise
at least $1 million, and Erobably more,
to successtully battle the Briggs initi-
ative.

Briggs told reporters in Sacramen-
to; “It alt boils down to money now, 1
anticipate they will ralse $3 to $5 mil-
lion. We will be lucky if we raise $1
millien.""

The senator estimated thet he had
already spent $150.000 to circulate
the pelitions thal came up with the
names of 312404 registered voters

necessary %o qualify the initiative for-
the November batiot,

At ieast two malor political action
groups were already orgenized in the
g2y community a8 of Thursday, and a

malor fund raiger is planned for June,

7, the day after the primary and the
official start of the general sleclion
campaign, which probably won't get
inte high gear urtil after Labor Day.

The two political action groups are
the Concerned Voters of Califormia,
which has aiready hired a San Fran-
cisco-hased political consulting firm
neaded by Don Bradley, and the No
on DBriges Initiative Commities, in
which Kight wili piay 2 key role,

Kight, who has been fighting for
homosexual rights since the 1950s,

even before the word "iay" hegan
being used for persons publicly iden-
tifying -with & Domosexual Fle-siyle,
said the initiative campaign would
force most Californians to think gbout
homosexual rights.

“People never reached by the
voices of gay liberation will be
reached,” he said,

Kight, like others, predicted that
ultimately the initiative would be de-
feated in the courts on conslitutional
grounds, even if approved by voters,
because of what ke deseribed as al-
leged “wholesale violations of the Bill

of Rights.”

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Mexico to Oregon Walk on Briggs

by Gene Earl

Frank Vel, longtime Los
Angeles Gay activist, stopped
ini f-resno on July 30. midway
in his walk the length of Cali-
fornia The weary but deter
mined Vel is answering
questions and speaking out
against Prop. 6, the Briggs
Initiative to bar Gay school
employees.

The 87-day journey began
at the Mexican border on June
19 It will conclude at the
Oregon border on September 9
in the town of Dorris.

Vel is deliberately taking an
inland route in his exhausting
trip in order to reach voters in
more conservative areas hie
believes that his person-to-
person approach is the kind of
effort that must be made if the
initiative is to be defeated.

Walking from Fresno. Vel
will be in Modesto on August 9.
Stockton on August 12. Sacra-
mento on August 15. and
Weed on September 5. He has
spoken on 58 radio and tele-
vision programs and received
considerable press coverage
already, often in newspapers

that support the Briggs
initiative.
Morris | a Los Angeles

Gay activist and founder of the

Stonewall Democratic Club,
told B.A.R. that the walk by
Frank Vel is “in the tradition of
non-violence exemplified by
the late Mahatma Gandhi.”
Praising Vel. said, “This
honest and dedicated person
has put himself on the line in a
personal commitment to defeat
the initiative."

Vel is talking with municipal
government representatives,
news reporters, and the curious
among Ga and straight
onlookers. HIls message is that
the initiative is unnecessary, as
thdre are already ample laws to
prdtect children, that tt is finan
dally burdensome with an
estimated S75 million cost of
enforcement anticipated and
that the initiative violates
privacy rights.

urges those who wish
to observe and celebrate the
conclusion of the walk to be in
Dorris at the Oregon/Califor
nia border on September 9 at
11:00am. He cautions that
visitors should bring their own
food and bedding.

The cross-California walk is
sponsored from contributions
to NO ON BRIGGS' PROP 6
COMMITTEE, 1428 No.

St., Los Angeles,
CA 90028



11/5/2019 The Coors Boycott: The LGBTQ movement and people's counter-offensive against the right | Liberation News

L_1beratiol

Newspaper of the Party for Socialism and Libel

HOME SECTIONS » PUBLICATIONS » PSL »

ownload yer

The Coors Boycott: The LGBTQ movement
and people’s counter-offensive against the
right

ByJohn McDevitt Jul 28, 2015

341 47

n the tail of the tremendous same se marriage victory and with the 20 6

U.S. elections fast approaching, the ruling class forces of the rich and
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powerful are now forced to decide how to relate to

this historic moment in the LGBTQ struggle for

e uality.

Some candidates, mainly emocrats like illary " iirea e 1
Clinton, who only a short time ago refused to BOYCOTT conve.

endorse marriage e uality at all, are already

rushing to pretend that they are lifelong allies of Coors Boycott contingent

the movement. thers, right wing bigots, will use

their reactionary and false version of history as an

attempt to incite more hatred and violence against LGBTQ people, and to

sow divisions among all workers on the issue of civil rights.

The spectacular ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court, however, did not come
about suddenly. ather, the ruling was the result of a dramatic sea change
in public opinion on the issue of marriage e uality, in response to decades

of struggle carried out over decades in cities large and small.
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The struggle against Coors Beer, embodied in the Coors Beer a

Boycott that began in and continued through the eagan

years and beyond, is an important e ample of working class

unity that took up the banner of LGBTQ rights through an e
unshakable alliance of gay activists and organizations, labor x .i

unions, immigrant rights groups and other anti racist sectors,

setting the basis for the unity that these movements share

today. |

eagan's breaking of the ATC air traffic controllers union in
e emplified the first shot in a huge offensive against labor Mo <1oN

and working people in general in which the unions lost over 5

million members during those years.

The Coors Beer Boycott was a counter offensive of the people against
eagan's anti labor offensive  one of the most wide spread and militant

labor struggles in decades. n , ferociously anti union Coors Beer moved

https://lwww.liberationnews.org/the-coors-boycott-the-Igbt-movement-and-the-peoples-counter-offensive-against-the-right/ 3/12
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to smash the union after a strike of nearly ,500 workers in
art of the anti union campaign was to fire without
cause workers suspected of being lesbian, gay, bise ual, trans,

>>

or ueer from its Colorado based brewery.

At the same time, the Coors family
was the funding power behind anti

Immigrant legislation in Colorado,

EIUEL pwij
ftACISM

California and other states. A large

number of the union fighters at

i . Scott Smith
Coors were immigrants from o
e ico. or years there was no o
1DN5UMIC
women's bathroom at the Coors i DE LA
Brewery as management refused to R

hire women. Workers who applied Coors Boycott poster
for positions at Coors underwent lie

detector tests in which they were
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asked their opinions about collective bargaining and if they were

homose ual.

n 5 Coors reluctantly agreed not to discriminate against Blacks, Latinos
and women after a settlement was reached under the federal £ ual
Employment pportunity Commission EE C lawsuit against Coors. oseph
Coors, a founder of the right wing think tank, the eritage oundation,
became the corporate poster child for the eagan administration and the
target of an unprecedented united fightback movement a new movement
that concurrently emerged along with the A S movement and after the first
march for LGBTQ rights in Washington, .C. in . The alliance of these

forces at the time laid the basis for the current united movement of today.
Morris Kight and Scott Smith, two exemplary leaders

orris ight is recognized by many as one of the founding members of the

modern day LBGTQ movement. ight was a close collaborator with arry
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ay. Both men are credited with forming the attachine Society. Along with
the aughters of Bilitis, a lesbian rights organization, attachine was one of

the first gay rights organization in the U.S.

arry ay was a communist activist, labor organizer, anti war, anti racist
fighter, and advocate for Native ights. orris ight was a close collaborator

with several organizers who today are members of the arty for Socialism

and Liberation.

ight was never a narrow gay rights advocate. is work as early as the 0
included in many civil rights and labor actions. Along with forming the

attachine Society, he also organized the ow Action Committee in 6 |,
organizing protests against the ow Chemical company for producing Agent

range used against the people of ietnam in the U.S. war of aggression in

Southeast Asia.
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But perhaps, ight was best known in his role for linking the LGBTQ rights
movement at the time with the larger people's counter offensive against the
right wing, when he called a powerful demonstration at utfest, a gay and
lesbian film festival, in , after organizers for the LGBTQ social event
accepted funding from Coors Beer. e used the opportunity to educate the
LGBTQ community about the racist, anti labor and anti LGBTQ practices of
Coors Beer, forging a new alliance that succeeded in banning Coors Beer
forever from the event. Although other organizations later called an end to
the boycott of Coors Beer, the boycott continues until today, where it is

virtually impossible to find a gay bar selling Coors Beer.

As ight was pushing back the bigots in Southern California, activist Scott
Smith, born in lorida and raised in ississippi, took to the front lines of the

Coors Beer boycott in San rancisco.

Scott Smith's name may not be recognizable to many. e had a romantic

relationship with arvey ilk, the first openly gay elected official in the
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United States, who won a seat on the San rancisco City Council in

Ik was assassinated by the bigoted e cop an White the net year.

Scott Smith, however, played an important role in ilk's own political
development and remained an ally and friend of ilk even after their
relationship ended. Smith brought the Coors Boycottto arvey ilk's
attention, who used his position as an openly gay elected official to push
forward the labor LGBTQ immigrant alliance that was forming in the Bay

Area at the time through the militancy of the Coors Boycott.

Gay activists at the time secured full agreement of gay establishments not to
sell Coors Beer, dramatically dumping Coors beers down the drain and into
the streets. These actions, orchestrated by Smith, spread to securing the

boycott in LGBTQ venues across the country.

Smith died in 5 of A S related pneumonia at the age of 6.
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There were many others in the LGBTQ movement who played key roles,
such as oward Wallace, an openly gay Teamster who helped establish the
the labor LGBTQ alliance and of course, and the untold number of rank and
file community members who would not support any establishment that

served Coors Beer or any of their products.

Coors Beer did not just sit there in the face of this this new united
movement. Coors tried tooth and nail to split up this emerging powerful
alliance of Blacks, Latinos, immigrants, women and LGBTQ community

activists who stood together shoulder to shoulder no matter what.

n ,Arthur sborn, res. ofthe assachusetts ALC | denounced
Coors at the University of assachusetts at Amherst, and the students

soon thereafter banned the beer from campus. The momentum of the labor
movement in general was a forward march to smash Coors and send a

signal to racists, bigots and anti labor companies. Even the non ALC
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National Education Association with nearly 2 million members was

pressured by its members to support the boycott of Coors.

Coors appealed to the African American community with promises of $650
million in community investments and jobs, but less than 5 percent of that
was accepted by members of the Black community, who, due to the struggle,

were aware of Coors' virulent racism.

As the boycott grew and more and more joined the campaign and picked up
the banner, the movement in different parts of the U.S. learned from each
other and saw, in a mass way, that unity, unshakable unity, is key in winning
victories. Campaigns such as the Coors Beers Boycott nurtured allies for the
LGBTQ movement that propelled it forward to where it has won tremendous
concessions today. We can continue to win even more, and push forward,
recognizing how the movement has been built thus far through unity and

militant struggle.
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L.A. Homosexuals Create Own Brand of Political Activism
Gays, Lesbians Succeed in Building Unusual Network of Election Clout

By AUSTIN SCOTT, Times Staff Writer

In the very short history of Ameriea’s gay and lesbian
politics, there has never been a political force quite like
the one intent on flexing its muscles in the upcoming
Los Angeles city elections.

There have heen ather success stories. San Franciseo
has had two openly gay supervisors. Its mayor, as well
as the mayor of Washington, D.C., might not have been
elected without well-organized homosexual supporl.
Elaine Noble, 4 Boston lesbian, spent four years in the
Massachusetts Legislatore, thanks to her community's
strong support.

But in Los Angeles, politically active gays and lesbi-
ans, supported by their heterosexual friends, have suc-
ceeded in building a network of political clout that is
based on converting money and influence into political
power, rather than electing gays to political office.

“No serious politician in his right mind is going 1o ig-
nore the gay vote in this town—the gay vote and gay
meney,” said Larry Kaplan, whe is helping direct the
campaign for Michael Woo, a City Council candidate in
the 13th District, which has a large gay population,

Succens In LA,

Not even in San Francisco or New York city have
power building attempts succeeded as they have in Los
Angeles. Examples of how the clout is affecting the
April 14 primary election inglude:

—-FEarly in February, more than 35 of 51 invited can-
didates for city and county offices paraded before three
interview committees of the predominantly homogexual
Stonewall Democratie Club, seeking s endorzement,
which can help bring in campaign contributions, pre-
cinct workers, more endorsements, and votes.

The candidates were a diverse group, inciuding Re-
publicans like School Beard President Roberta Wein-
traud, and former Mayor Sam Yoriy, who wants his old
job back. City Attorney candidates Ira Reiner and Bob
Ronka, Mayor Tom Bradley and Councilwoman Peggy
Stevenson were among others who scught support,

But although he appeared before the gay group, Yor-

ty declined to ride in the anpual Gay Pride parade,

“They didn't tell me they were queers,” he Jater told a
reporter. “. ., . I said no because I felt I might be taken
as a queer myself."”

—The Municipal Elections Committee of Los Angeles
(MECLA), a gay and lesbian political action commitiee
thal has no parallel in the country, expects to raise
$100,000 at its annual fund-raising dinner-dance next
Friday.

Much of the meney will be contributed to local, state
and even national officeholders who are willing to sup-
port gay and lesbian concerns. Candidates from Bradley
on down seek contributions from MECLA in the same
way they seek endorsements from the Stonewall elub.

port last month from Stonewall, which instead endorsed
Stanbery. .

The predominantiy gay Log Cabin Republican Club
has four to five dozen members and makes endorse-
ments. But its recommendations are less influential than
others hecause not many Republicans are deeply in
volved in the politics of the strangly Demacratic city.

And, the GOP does net seem to offer gays the same
warm welcome as do the Democrats. “There is resis-
tance within the Republican party,” said Chuck LaMoy,
president of Log Cabin. “1t’s a matter of being informed,
that's all.”

It is not necessartly easy for gay and lesbian activists
to agree on an endorsement. It an emotional meeling

The most heavily homosexual precincts were more heavily registered to vote
than the citywide average and turned out a higher percentage of voters.

—Both groups are active in all areas of the city and
county, even in the very wraditienal, heavily Cathalic,
heavily blue collar 15th Ciny Council Distriet, where a
few Yugoslavian and Italian Families dominate the local
political scene. The district, scene of a lively City Coun-
¢il campaign, stretches from Watts to San Pedro, and
includes few politically active homosexuals.

Four years ago, MECLA pumped $5,000 into Jim
Stanbery's campaign to unseat Councilman John Gibson
Jr., who had represented the 15th Districl for most of a
generation, Their contribution helped Stanbery foree
Gibson into a runoff, which Gibson won.

Partly with an eye on the impact MECLA made, two
of the leading candidates to replace the now retiring
Gibson, Joan Flores and John Greenwood, sought sup-

Blocked duc to copyright.
See tull page image or
microfilm.

Lesbian activist lvy Bottini. with Rick Saslaw: "I don't think he'd know if he saw me on the strget.”

last month, members of Stonewall gathered in an old
Hollywood home just off Sunget Boulevard to debate for
half an hour over whom they should suppert in the 13th
Couneil District.

The district stretches in a broad band across some of
the most heavily homosexual areas of Hollywood, Sil-
verfake, Eche Park and Highland Park. Coungilwoman
Stevenson, who represents the area, is counted as one of
their longest and most steadfast supporters.

“How cap we slap a good friend like Peggy Stevenson
in the face?” asked one of her supporters. "How can we
slap gne of our own in the face?" retorted a supporter of
Don Amador, who is challenging Stevenson and iz the
first openly gay candidate in years to run for the coun-
cil.

Support for Woo

Others were strongly in support of Michael Woo, who
has no elective office record, but was saying things that
pleased thern.

In the end, each of the three had so many [riends and
30 many enemies within the club that they could nol
agree on one, and voted to add all three names to their
slate as acceptable.

After the meeting, supporters of Woo were jubilant.
Having his name on the slate, they said, would go a long
way toward building a powerful campaign.

One reason s the voling sirength of the gay commu-
nity. There are no accurate figures on how many Los
Angeles voters are gay or leshian, but the best available
educated goesses add up to a lot.

Woo aide Kaplan, estimates that 10% of the volers in
the 13th Council District are homosexual. David Mbmer,
a2 partner in the political consulting firm of Mixner/Scott
Inic., estimates a 15% gay and leshian population in Los
Angeles. That figure comes, he says, from laking the
national estimate of 8% to 10%., and weighting it for
heavier concentrations in major urban areas. Compara-
ble estimates for San Francisee range from 15% to 259%.

The most heavily homesexual previncts, which are in
Silverlake, West Hollywood and Hollywood, were more
heavily regisiered to vote than the citywide average in
iast November's election, and turned out a higher than
average percentage of their voters, Mimer said.

Not as Viathle

The Lo§ Angeles network i5 nobt as vizible, or as
talked abiout, as its sometimes flamboyant counterpart
in San Francisco. But it is no less courted by public offi-
cials, and iL is fueled with quite a bit more money,
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Lag Angeles Times
Stephen Schulte, one of the lzaders of Los An-
geles’ traditicnally diverse gay community.

MECLA is the homesexual community's chief fund-
raising organization, and ihe biggest single force that
makes Los Angeles homosexual politics different than
that in other cities. There is no equally effective coun-
terpart anywhere, political strategisis say. MECLA's
just-announced goals for the 1980s include raising 81
milliem “for candidate support.”

Twao years aga, sponsors of MECLA's $150-a-piate
annual fund-raising dinner included Gov. Edmund G.
Brown Jr., U.S, Sen. Alan Cranston {D-Calif.), Bradley,
now Democratic National Chairman Charles T. Manatt,
nine cangressmen, 20 state legistators and nine of the 15
Los Angeles City Coungil members.

In the last four years, MECLA gave $35,250 to races in
the city alone, and $110,500 overall, ineluding congres-
sional, legislative, judicial and Los Angeles County
races. The figures do not include spending for last
Novemnber's election, The budget for the current city
election has not yet been set,

The size of the MECLA war chest does not egual that
of other influential city political groups, such as the Fo-
lice Protective League or the Los Angeles County Fed-
eration of Labor’s Committee on Political Education.

The Police Protective League spent $318,000 in its
unsueccessful attempt to defest a ballot measure limiting
police and firefighter pensions in the November, 1980,
elaction.

But MECLA is influential because it targets the mon-
ey it has op specific politicians, giving its favorites a
substantial beost, when they needit.

In the pressure-filled peiitical world of shrinking dol-
lars and special interest grovps, that kind of clout does
not just happen. Only in the last five years has there
been the combination of intense work and easing public
apinion necessary to build this network,

A major step in the efforl came in 1978. That year, lo-
cal gays were a major part of the surprisingly suceessful
campaign which defeated Proposition 6, the initiative

Plense see GAYS, Page 4



GAYS: Unusual Network of Clout Devéloped inL.A.

‘We're treated

Continued from Fleat Page

wrilten by state Sen. John V. Briggs (R-Fullerton}. It
would have required the firing of homesexual teachers
and any other teacher who advoeated homosexuality as
alife slyle,

“Voling Their SzIL- Interest’

Morris Kight, seen by many as a kind of political god-
father 1o the Los Angeles gay activist community, seid,
“Never again will Califoraians respond to us as they did
before the Briges campaign. The state's voters heard
from Us some extraordinary limited argumentation on
why they should veote no. . . an appeal to their self-in-
terest, And in voting Lheir self-interest, they also voted
four} interests . . . We now have a vast reservior of
gom’il will, or at least liguidated prejudice, to rely on

Another feetor in growing gay political power, many
say, is a "coming oul” of people who already were in-
fluential before they revealed their sexual preferences.
AmONg them were attorneys Sheldon Andelson and
Richard Kaplan. This has made large numhers of local
polilicians receptive to gay and lesbian isspes,

“Five years ago if you walked in and said you were
gay, you might be let into twa ar three Cily Couneii of -
lices,” said Jeanne Cordova, elected in February as the
first leshian president of Stgnewall. Council members
Joel Wachs and Stevenson were lite earliest supporters,
aclivists say.

NOW NG one argps the phone when you say I'm from
the gay this ar that, and almost all are favorable. We're
treated just tike any other constituency that wanis
something,” Cordova added.

“When I first came on the City Council, it was un-
heard of Lhat you would support gay causes.” said Coun-
cil President John Ferraro, considered to be one of the
more receptive politicians, “I think Lhe gay groups
found a way to get their message heard, and they're
very effective atit.”

There are many examples of how gays have been ac-
cepled by mainatream polilicians,

Last June, Los Angeles County Supervisor Ed Edel-
man was grand marshal of the second annual Gay Pride
and Festival Parade in Wost Hollywood, which is in his
district.

In Ocieber, 1975, al a Beverly Wilshire fund-raiser
that generated $120,000 for the Gay and Lesbian Com-
munity Services Center in Hollywood, then-President
Jimmy Carter's mother was the featured guest.

Cily Attorney Burl Fines, District Attorney John Van
de Kamp and then- Assembly Speaker Lep McCarthy
were ineluded in the list of political stars, as was Gov.
Brown.

Councilman Art Snyder, whose East Side distriet is
heavily Catholic and Latino, bought a $100 half-page
advertisement in a testimonial booklet for a political
star-sludded testimonial dinner in January for [vy Bot-
Lini. a longtime lesbian aetivist.

* den't think he'd know me if he saw me on the
street,” Bottind later commented.

Other politicians who bought advertising space in-
cluded City Controiler Rener, Rep. Henry Waianan
{D-Los Angeles), six state assemblyn.en, state Sen,
Alan Sieroty (D-Los Angeles) and four other council
members.

Cuisiders agree that there is evidence of gay political
strength.

John Mach, president of the Los Angeles Urban
League and one of the city's more politicaily influential
blacks, said he thinks Los Angeles” homosexanal commu-
nily has developed considerable political cloul.

However, he added that blacks, who have been seek-
ing political power for a great deal longer, probably
have more influence with "certain elements of the busi-
ness community,” and "the West Side liberal Jewish
community.”

Wiiliam Robertson, executive secretary-treasurer of

the Los Angeles County Federation of Laber, logal
AFL-CIO, said he did not want to compare the infivence
of the gay movement with labor.

“We've heen in gperalion a long, long time.” he said.
"Perhaps we've developed 2 grealer degree of sophisti-
cation 3ver Lhe years in our approach . . . I think they
are being quite effective for an organization that has
only been in gperation for a short while. If they don't
have inner power struggles and remain united, they can
increase that effectiveness. . "

The growth of political power i taking place in a tra-
ditionally diverse gay community—a community that
has always had trouble unifying in pursuit of a goal. But
polities, gay activists say, has helped provide unity that
is overcoming differences in gay life styles.

The local gay political constituency consists of flam-
boyantiy sexual gays who strut in costumes of leather or
nearly identical jeans, T-shirts and hair styles along
Banta Monica Poulevard in West Hollywood,

They are quile unlike the conservative "married” gay
and lesbian couples who have been coming home (o
each other for 10, 20 and even more years, who have as
settled a domestic life as any "straighl” couple, and who
wauld never be flamboyant.

There are “street kids" to whom an aggressively gay
or lesbian demeanor i as important a personal state-
ment as painted faces, tallered clothes and easy sex and
drugs were 10 the “flower children” of the late 19603,

They are worlds away from the very suecessful
professional men and women who live in Beverly Hills,
Bel-Air and other affluent parts of town, act conserva-
tively and pride themselves an the same kind of compe-
tence in what they do as successful straight profession-
als.

Amador, the openly gay council candidate, said al a
recent fund-raising dinner Lhat there are too many dif-
fering values for any one gay candidate to get all—er
maybe even most—of the gay vote.

Despite the diversity. there is one place thal Los An-
geles gays and lesbians come together, That is the Gay
and Leshian Communily Services Center, the main
paint of contact between the political, professional elite
and “streel people.” It is an impertant part of the net-
work that is producing gay political power,

There is & political test of sorts going on around the
eentar right now, because il is in the middle of a major
funding crisis. Farty of ils 84 paid stail positions are
funded by the Comprehensive Employment and Train-
ing Act, and it expects Lo lose $500,000 in CETA funds
starting Apsit 1 because of President Reagan's hudgel
cutbacks.

“We're going to have a very different kind of center,”
said director Stephen Schuite, a former aide to Council-
woman Stevenson. “Over the past twp or three years
we've been seeing 6,500 prople a month,

"We had 10 programs . . . erisis counseling, day labor
empoyment, ineest survival counseling, information
referral, housing referrais that placed 400 people a
mornth.”

The center will serve anyone who walks in the doer,
and abiout 14% of its clients are not hemosexual, Schulte
said.

The new Harvey Milk Democratic Club in Los An-
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just like any other
constituency that
wants something.’

— Jeanne Cordova

geles is another group that hopes to become influential,
Genevieve Vigil and Conrado Terrazas, both of whom
have worked for Tem Hayden's Campaign for Economic
Democracy, are starting the club.

They said the club is in Lthe beginning stages of hold-
ing more than 30 house meelings in neighborhoods
around the city to find oul what issues are on people’s
minds. And they said Lhey want 1o allracl blacks, Lati-
nos and Asians.

It seems to be an atlempt te borrow some of the politi-
cal style of San Franciseo's gay -lesbian community.

3an Franciseo, usually ciled as the best example of a
city where homgosexuals have political power, has a
rough and tumble, issue-oriented politics based on
small, well-organized neighbarhoods.

“Gay people have learned to lead from strength
here,” said Harry Britt, a gay former methodist minister
appointed by San Francisco Mayor Dianne Feinstein to
succeed the jate Supervisor Milk. “In a Jot of communi-
ties, gay strength meant keeping the pobce from closing
down the bars, and that's what it used to mean here.”

Now, Britt said, gay strength in Ban Francisco means
creating alliances between different peighberhoods and
arcund particular issues--jobs, menta] health, the care
of senior citizens, housing for the poor, envirenmental
issies.

(n Log Angeles, some gay and lesbian groups are also
issue-oriented and do nol get directly involved in pohL-
ies. But they are an inlegral part of the homesexual po-
litical constituency, they talk about political issues and
add legilimaey to the whole movement.

They include gay professional and business organiza-
Liohs, gay chapters in urions and edoeatienal groups
like the Southern California Women for Understanding.
Founded in 1976, SCWU bas doubled its membership Lo
about 750 in the last year and 2 half.

“Certainly it's the political atmosphere in this country
that encouraged the founding of the organization,” said
SCWU board member Susan Kuhner.

*it's for women who are in 2 sort of precarious posi-
tion in terms of coming oul, to meel pther ieshians, 1o
understand our own feelings of being in the world as
ieshizns, . . to know that we are noi alone,”

SCWU members are “prestigious in the community,”
¥uhner said. “We have a wide sphere of influence wilh
politicians and other prominent people . . . We are fair-
ly non-threateming . . . siitce we don'l have a radical
aura and we canh speak the language. and appear in a
manner that people of influence are comforiable with.
We know what we're talking aboul, and we make a lot
of sense. . "
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Gav President Fleeted by

LOS ANGELES — In a history
making vole, the Los Angeles
Courtly Commission on Human
Relations unanimously elected
Moms Kight its president This is
the first time in Los Angeles Coun-
ty that an openly Gay person has
served as president ot a major
commission.

The May ie vote rocognized
Kignt's tireless efforts to uphold
the commission’s charter to
promote Improved numan
relations, civic peace. Intergroup
understanding, and the full accep-
tance of all persons in every aspect
of community life.

Reduction and eventual
elimination of all racially and
religiously motivated violence. Irv
torgroup tension and conflict,
discrimination and prejudice based
on race, religion, sex. sexual orien-
tation, national origin, ago,
disability, or any arbitrary factor
are lhe Commission’s goals.

Kight, the only openly Gay

member of the commission, was
Instrumental in tho 1975revision of
the commission's charier to in-
clude the words "sexual orien-
tation.” Today, three Blacks, five
women, and one Asian also 3it on
the commission.

Kight was appointed to the
commission by Supervisor Ed
Edelman and is currently serving
ms fourth term on the 15-member
panel.

He succeeded the Rev Troy
Perry on the commission, who
hallod Kight's election saying, "I
am proud ot Morris and his hard
work over the years to advocate the
Gay'Lesbian agenda S His
presidency Is long overdue.

Morris Kight is consistently
referred to as “lhe elder statesman
of the Gay community" by the Los
Angelas Times and other California
media. Since 1937 he has cham-
pioned a variety of causes in-
cluding the environment, cultural

Turn to kicHT. Page A-9
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KIGHT

Continued From Front Page

arts, poverty, peace, and civil
rights. It was Kight who coined the
phrase “physically challenged.”
Kight I1s also a founder of the
Christopher Street West Gay pride
organization, the Van Ness
Recovery House, Stonewall
Democratic Club, McCadden Place
Collection, and the Los Angeles
Lesbian and Gay Community Cen-
ter. He Is co-author of the famous
1972 Gay Rights Plank which was
taken up by the Stonewall
Democratic Club, adopted by the
California Democratic Council In
1975, and by the California
Democratic Party in 1976.
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March Onl A Los Angeles-based organiza-
tion founded by gay activist Monts Kight to pro-
mote understanding for people with AIDS. The

group plans a mass "die-in" to dramatize the is-
sue. (11 am. to 12:30 pm)
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Michael Hedderman, R.N.. from USC County Medical Centerand Manager of
the Outpatient AIDS Clinic, believes:

The health care system is coping with the present patient load,
but the numbers will rise dramatically over the next few
years...we will not be able to meet the needs of this enlarged
patient population without a well-developed, carefully planned
response on the part of the entire community.

(Michael Hedderman)

This assertion that the health care system is coping at present was
disputed by Ron Rose, who described conditions at the County Med Center
as being terrible. Morris Kightalso described conditions atthe County as
deplorable, and in testimony in front of the Board of Supervisors several
weeks following these hearings talked aboutthe case of a gay man with
pneumocystis pneumonia who had to waitin a holding ward for three days
with other patients. This situation was only changed when the LAAHC
politically intervened with the Supervisors. Witnesses from the LAAHC

also disputed the claim of Hedderman that the County was coping with the
present patient load. Hedderman offered:

Significant gaps in service exist. We have been unable to place
even one patientin a skilled nursing facility. Hospice care is
very limited. Reimbursement for attendant or homemaking
service is difficult to obtain. Emergency and residential
shelters are just getting off the ground. It is difficult for
HIV-infected patients to access dental treatment.

(Michael Hedderman)

Hedderman. who is a hard-working AIDS care provider dealing with an
exponentially increasing patient load combined with a lack of funding, had
this to say in summary:

In summary, one can react to the information | have presented in
two ways. The first is to accept the inevitability that this
epidemic will overwhelm the health care and social service
systems. The other is to see the epidemic as presenting
challenges that can be met...Legislation is needed to provide
incentives for outpatient visits, home care and hospice.Jt is my
beliefthat if we do not act soon, we will be overwhelmed.
(Michael Hedderman)
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The perday losses of $180 for Medi-Cal cases and as much as S827 for
Self-pay patients, show that home and residential hospice care, at the
rate of either S115 or $150 could be paid for today out of the deficit in
Medi-Cal funding. This would still result in a saving for the County
even if they received no state funding for these programs.

However, the San Francisco program is receiving 15% of its funding
from Medi-Cal. They will receive considerably more once the new
Medi-Cal hospice benefitand the home and community based Medicare
waiver take affect.

It is difficult to justify waiting for new government entitlement

programs to be instituted, given the desperate need that now exists for
this type of care. The County can advance an innovative and rational
new system of care without putting itself in any financial jeopardy,

County/USC is running at 95% of capacity (which means that on any
given day they are above 100% of capacity). We must recognize that the
savings from early discharges are not the only savings to the County.

In light of an exponentially exploding epidemic, which will fill one-half
ofthe general medical beds at County/USC within 5 years, we cannot
depend so heavily on hospitalization. If we continue todo so. the
incremental costs will increase substantially. Expensive new hospital
facilities to cope with the AIDS patient load, with the capital costs
involved, would increase the incremental costs substantially.

The following case illustrates the overcrowding at County/USC.

Specific Patient LnciCeat

The patient referred to by Mr. Morris Kight in his March 3.1987
testimony to the Board is a patient currently followed by our
AIDS Outpatient Program. On the afternoon of February I7.
1987. the patient was referred to Admitting Area 1200 at
General Hospital for evaluation. This admitting area is staffed
to evaluate 48 patients and isdesigned to conduct thorough
evaluations prior to patients being transferred to an inpatient
medical ward. On February 17.1987. there were approximately
60 patients in Admitting Area 1200 that were being evaluated
for admission. At the same time, the inpatient census for
medical service in General Hospital was 492 which is 27
patients in excess ofwhat the hospital is budgeted and staffed
for. Asa result,the patients in Admitting Area 1200 were
held and cared for In that area until such time as more suitable
beds became available. In this particular case, the patient was
ultimately transferred to an inpatient ward the morning of
February 19.1987.
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in ado.ton to !'boincrease in AIDS pallenis. LAC/USC Medical
C«*ni«?i has steady e”wronced a hgr» census wh.ch has
contributed to mo docilities m managing the AIDS caseload
During this fiscal year, me U*G’USC census has been avoraoma
over 55%. As aresult, there have been (Mays in transferring
patients from admitting areas onto ihe wards. Consequently
several actions have been taken io de3l with this dramatic
increase in workload. When an overload situation occurs. Ifio
protessiono) staff identify afl patients who can be solely
discharged eanv

The nursmg otfcos obtain updated bed counts more "equenity
andidentify units that can accept patients Attimes, itis also
necessary tar LAOUSC to stop accepting inpaliont transfers
tram community hospitals, 'his situation is expected lo continue

throughout the year (Gates,R..318/B7I

San Francisco has already reduced the average hospital stay
dramatically. It is conceivable that with the proper planning and
without short-changing the patients, thataverage hospital stays could
De reduced to fewer than ten days per hospitalization. Typically AIDS
patients are bong treated for bouts of pneumocystis pneumonia and
often the only treatment needed after they have been staDHi2ed is
intravenous Bactrim or otherdrugs When there is an attendant or
other care-giver in the home, this makes it possible for these drugs to
be routinely administered by visiting nursos

Capital Ggzls

While tne County will realize immediate cost saving bene'.ts from the
implementation of a comprehensive home and hospice program, there

are start-up costs which will be incurred.

The purchase and/or construction of these facilities plus furnishing
and supplying can be amortized over a long period as with any capital
expense. We propose that a five year $54 million L.A County bond
<ssu6 be adopted to cover these costs, which represents S2 m il*on per
facility. This is farless than the cost of constructing new hospitals

OTHER KSswasijR

A number of issues that have not been addrossod in great deptn m this
report, are discussed bnefly below. These matters would be dealt with
most appropriately by the Hospice Commission.
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AIDS Laundry Planned

m Health: Organizers say volunteers will pick up, wash and
return clothes for free for people with the disease.

By LORI GRANGE
TIMIES STAFF WRITER

IDS activists from Northeast Los
AAngeles and Hollywoad plan to

establish a free laundry service
far people with the disease.

Aunl Bee's, expeeted to be in aperation
by Januvary, would be only the second
pragram of it kind in the country,
organizers ¢laim, The proposed operation
is modeled after Auntie Helen's Fluff 'n
Fold, a nonprofil service in San Diego
believed to be Lhe onty seli-sufficient
laundry service for people with AIDS or
AIDS-related complex.

Aunt Bee's most likely will operate
frem a rented building in Silver Lake or

Haollywood, organizers said. Volunteers
each week will pick up the laundry of
about 500 men, women and children with
AIDS, wash it at the building and return
it far free, said Miki Jacksen, a free-Jance
graphic artist and community activist
who will serve as executive director,

A thrift store at the froni of the
building, small fund-raisers and private
donations will pay for the service, Jack-
son sald.

“As long a8 someone is heallhy and
well and able, they should do thelr own
laundry and be responsible for their life,”
she said. “Bul when they are too chal-
lenged and loo ill, we wanl to be there to
do it for them.”

At least 3,450 people in Los Angeles

Please see LAUNDRY, J6
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UCARDD CoARATANIIA 7 Los Angeles Times
Activist Miki Jackson will serve as executive director of the laundry service.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




'LAUNDRY:
Free Service for

-AIDS Victims

Conlinued fxom Jt

Counly have AlDS, aceording to
the 1.8, Ceners for Disease Con-
o). Many have more laundry
needs because of night sweats,
digrrhea and other probiems asso-
cigted with the discase, safid De
Martin Finn, AIDS pregram medi-
cal director fur the county's De-
partinent of Heaith Scyvices,

Arnd aithough peopie with AIDS
are encouraged to Iy to live a
nermal life at home, they may lose
the enorgy or ability to do their
laundey, Finn said,

“When you gel down loil, it's
pretty hard to live when you don't
have your laundry cared for,” Finn
satd. “The ilness, and ilg various
ramifications, resuils inthe useof 2’
tremendous amount of laundry, so 1
don't Lhink one can underestimate
how Emgorlani it is lo meel this
need.™

Jackson and several others—in-
cluding Morris Kight, 2 promi-
nent gay activist who founded the
Cay and Lesbian Services Center
in lollywood—slarted planning
the servieo in September after
lowing Auntic Helen's in San Die-

Eo.

That facitity was founded in 1888
by Gary Cheatham. whe quil his
jot as a computer analyst when he
teated posilive For the HIV virus,
the precurson to AIDS.

Asuntie Helen's operates out of 2
renled building and washes 1,400
loads cach monlk for about 200
prople, Cheatham said. A thrift
stgie in frant pays for ahput 75 of
the operalion's $12,500 monthly
cxpenses, with biweckly yard sales
and private donations making up
ihevest. .

'he operation's three  Lrucks,
cight washing machines and cight
dryers were donaled,. Cheatham
smid. About 70 volunleers do the
washing and delivery.

‘Please see LAUNDRY, J7

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



LAUNDRY: |
Free Servi(;e

Continued from J6

Although some AIUS service
groups have. “buddy systems” in
which 2 volunteer may wash
clothing for an individoal with
AIDS, Auntie'Helen's is believed to
be the only self-supporling, cily-
wide program in the couniry spe-
cificaily dedicated to washing
faundry, Cheathar said.

The service also loans medical
cquipment, such as wheelchairs,
and gives its clients clothing, linens
and household goods, he said.

ne proposed Los Angeles ser-

viee will operale in nearly the
same way—il will wash laundry -
and eventualiy will provide medi-
cal eguipment and elathing—but iL
will require twice Lhe number of
washers and dryers bo serve Lwice
the number of paopie, Jackson said.

Aurt Bee's inittaity will serve
atoul 500 people under Lhe corpo-
rate umbrella of the UL.S. Missions,
2 nonprofit sheiter in Hollywaod
that feeds sentor citizens and the
homeless. Eventuaily, i will be-
come an independen!, nonprofit
arganization serving up to 1000
geeple, Kight said.

U.5. Missions alveady has donat-
ed pffice equipment and two busi-
nessmen donated $1000. But or-
ganizers stili are soliciting
donations of washing machines,
dryers and cars.

The organizers want to have Lhe
service running by Januvary. They
have decided to send oul an Aunt
Bee's Christimas card to solicit
donations and support, Kight said,

San Diego's facilily is widely
constdered a success, he said. A Los
Angeles service probably will be
mare difficuit o eslablish, Chea-
tham and Jackson  agreed. San
Dicgo has at least 900 residents
with AIDS. compared wilh Los
Angeles’ 3,450, federal stalistics
show.

Also, mosL San Diego users of the
service live in the area of the UC
San Diege Medical Center, which
has an AIDS ciinic, but Los Angel-
o5 restdents are spread Lhroughout
Lhe counly—making pickup and
delivery of clothing potentially
more difficuit, Jarkson said.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Officials Name Intersection After Gay Rights Activist (
Los Angeles Sentinel (1934-2005): Oct 30, 2003; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Sentinel

pgAll

Officials Name Intersection
After Gay Rights Activist

A iittfc piece of Hollywood was
named today in honor of Morris
Right, the lair gay-rights pioneer
and longtime Los Angeles County
Human Relations commissioner

"For Morris Right, the fight for
justice run broad and deep,” City
Councilman Eric Garceiii saidafter
pulling a drape off a sign designat-
ing Morris Right Square at Holly-
wood Boulevard and MoCadden
Place, near the Hollywood & High-
land entertainment complex.

' Though he is known as a leader
among gaysand lesbians, he wanted
a belter world for every one of ust
Ifs my hope that the naming of
Morris Right Square today wiU in-
spire the activists of tomorrow,"
Garcctti said.

Right is credited with organis-
ing the first-ever closed-street gay
pride parade, held in Wcsi Holly-
wood in 1970.

After a long period ofdeclining
health from a number of ailments,
he died in his sicep in Los Angeles
Jan. 19 at age 83.

Those who spoke at his funeral
included Gov. Gray Davis, Sons,
Gil Ccdillo, D-Los Angeles, and
Sheila Kuchl, D-Sunra Monica, as
well as Assembly members Paul
Koretz, D-West Hollywood and
Jackie Goldberg. D-Los Angeles.

Right was born in Comanche
County. Texas, in 1919. and gradu-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner

ated from Texas Christian Univer-
sity,

During the Vietnam War, Right
worked with the Dow Action Corm
miitee, protesting weapons manu-
facturing. He helped launch the Gay
Liberation Front in 1969, and two
years later co-founded the Los An-
geles Gay & Lesbian Community
Services Cenier, B

He alsocreated The Morris Right
Collection, which archives thou-
sands of artifacts chronicling the
emergence ofgay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender civil rights, as well
as formed the Stonewall Democratic
Club,

"Morris Right is owed so much
credit for leadingthe way for gays
and lesbians to be proud oT who
they are and what they stand for, '
said Councilman Tam LaBortge,
who also attended the ceremony,
“Although he rose from humble
beginnings in rural Texas, he will
always be remembered as a great
Angeleno and an exceptional hu-
man being.”

Right, who often cited Eleanor
Roosevelt as an influence on his
values and his activism, retired last
year after 20 years on the Los An-
geles County Human Rights Com-
mission. He spent his last days at
Carl Bean House as a guest of the
AIDS Healthcare Foundation, one
of the agencies he supported.

Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Intensive Historic Resource Survey
Hollywood Redevlopment Project Area
Survey Status Codes

113
A D G H | J K L M
Street Current 2003 1997 1986 Status
1 Resource Name number Street Name APN Survey Survey Survey Survey Code HRI Status Code
2130 1410 MCCADDEN PL 5547021011 3CD 671 5D 5D
2131 1428 MCCADDEN PL 5547022007 3CD 671 5D 5D
2132 1434 MCCADDEN PL 5547022025
2133 1442 MCCADDEN PL 5547022023
2134 1519 MCCADDEN PL 5547020020 3CS
2135 1527 MCCADDEN PL 5547020021 6Z
2136 1533 MCCADDEN PL 5547020022
2137 1534 MCCADDEN PL 5547020031 R
2138 SIVANANDA YOGA COMMUNITY 1540 MCCADDEN PL 5547020030 6Z 55
2139 1542 MCCADDEN PL 5547020029 3CS
2140 1547 MCCADDEN PL 5547020025 3CS
2141 1600 MCCADDEN PL 5547014039
2142 1606 MCCADDEN PL 5547014038
2143 1607 MCCADDEN PL 5547013003
2144 1612 MCCADDEN PL 5547014037
2145 1616 MCCADDEN PL 5547014036
2146 1621 MCCADDEN PL 5547013006 6Z
2147 1622 MCCADDEN PL 5547014035
2148 1655 MCCADDEN PL 5547012014 6Z

Chattel Architecture, Planning Preservation, Inc.



State of California - The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial

NRHP Status Code 3CD
Other Listings

Review Code Reviewer Date
Page _1_of J_ *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) 1428 N MCCADDEN PL
P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location: Not for Publication X Unrestricted *a. County Los Angeles County
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)

*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Hollywood Date: 1996
c. Address: 1428 N MCCADDEN PL City: LOS ANGELES Zip: 90028
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone: mE/ mN

e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:
APN:5547022007

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HPO3
*P4. Resources Present: x Building Structure Object Site District  x Element ofDistrict Other (Isolates, etc.)
P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) P5b. Description of photo:

(View, data, accession #)

#
g ¥ 1 12/16/08

*

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources: X Historic
Prehistoric Both

1910

Assessor

*P7. Owner and Address:
KAHANA, TAL TR
6000 TEMPLE HILL DR
LOS ANGELES, CA 90068

*P8. Recorded by:
= Jenna Snow
Chattel Architecture, Planning & Preservatio
13417 Ventura Boulevard
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423-3938

*P9. Date Recorded: 12/16/2008
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources or enter "none.")
Chattel Architecture, Planning & Preservation, Inc. Historic Resources Survey ofthe Hollywood Redevelopment Area. Prepared for the Community
Redevelopment Agency ofthe City ofLos Angeles in collaboration with PCR Services Corporation and LSA Associates, Inc., March 2009.

‘Attachments: X None Location Map Sketch Map Continuation Sheet Building, Structure, and Object Record
Archeological Record District Record Linear Feature Record Milling Station Record
Rock Art Record Artifact Record Photograph Record Other (List):

DPR 523A (1/95) “‘Required Information



mrj.

n

6677

1320

1
j“ *

1339

Vv

™ r7s

» Potential Historic District

IXV1 District Contributor

! i =
u:
1428 cu
. 1425 1424
! 1 !Ihll_l jés
6711 1419]
g
1414
*
1410 6726 672076712
6731 6716 m-=
" 6721 1402
' 3 DE LONGPRE AV
<< .4 “*§ . F i
> 1355 1356 6712P
1355
» 1351 - i
KL
S e q3a7 1344 L !
‘ 1 q343 -
* 1339 1336 f
r =Y r
=0
132 > | S
a 1iM- U o
1319 1316 i S
-1 1310 —
Il 1,la M
- i. 3 -
. . FOUNTAIN
it
D
. r [
it ' L T
M el
\
v f
LEGEND
0 125 250

FEET

SOURCE: Aerials provided by City of Los Angeles Community Redevelopment Agency (2005)

I:\CAX0701\GIS\Hollywood_District_Colegrove.mxd (6/11/2009)

" r*
P "l 1>
' © -
it fL_’
WE
£ 'm wl -
ri
LELAND WY e o
I I l - a *p
i £ | LV IET—*'
. E] |\
-3 E JP( > >
6617 j . .
S:w. 741
mJ w6631 6621 6607 .
S 6625 6615 [ |/ I ) S
- E Mmwvv .
w1 DE LONGPRE i
H Jr
Si f
" - r fj
9 —_—
A 1340 1351 )
J
! [ &
" Q 6537 6527 —aar
1344« 1344.A6565 V 6547 6531 it
1335 ter 1335 g o @A i- 6541 msr
e HOMEWOOD AV I
1328 1325 1337 <= HO -
- 6574 6564 6546 GSﬁ J .
wik, L
3 1314 1315 6570 GESaOi "
' ~
- IET TR e
1302 i
! = | H51
- m il m.
b N\ FOUNTAIN AV W/ a
] al -
e:
\<1 | f I'\ K
LIl [ ,
- ! .. r '
Hij o
fli N ~—
r o rj « a a
- _1c.

CRA Historic Architecture Survey
Colegrove Potential Historic District



Historic Resources Survey, Hollywood Redevelopment Project Area
Historic Districts, Planning Districts, and Multi-Property Resources — 01/28/20

Name: McCadden-DeLongpre-Leland Residential Historic District

Description:

The McCadden-De Longpre-Leland Residential Historic District is a concentration of pre-World War Il residences in central
Hollywood. The district is flat and moderate in size. It encompasses an L-shaped area that includes parcels on the 1300 block
of McCadden Place, the 6600-6700 blocks of DeLongpre Avenue, the 6700 block of Leland Way, and the 1400 block of Las
Palmas Avenue.

The district is primarily composed of detached, single-family houses that were built between the very early 20th century and
the 1920s. These houses are sited on deep, narrow lots, are one or two stories in height, and are designed in the Craftsman
style, though some of the earlier houses exhibit characteristics of Late Victorian era styles. Common architectural features
include low-pitched roofs with wide eaves and exposed rafters, broad porches, wood clapboard siding, and multi-light wood
windows. Most houses feature a detached garage or ancillary building at the rear of the lot. Common alterations include the
replacement of original doors and windows, some limited replacement of original wall cladding, and the addition of security
bars and perimeter fences. Rear additions have also been made to several houses.

Interspersed between these houses are a few low density, early 20th century multi-family dwellings that generally
complement the neighborhood's prevailing scale and character, as well as a few examples of larger-scale multi-family
properties - mostly apartment houses - that post-date World War Il and do not contribute to the district.

Streets in the district are narrow and adhere to the rectilinear grid along which most of Hollywood is oriented. Streetscape
features are limited to concrete sidewalks and narrow parkways; the parkways are planted with a somewhat sporadic
assortment of trees and shrubs. Many of the properties - and especially those along McCadden Place - are partially
obscured from public view by a tall hedge or perimeter fence.

Significance:

The McCadden-De Longpre-Leland Residential Historic District is significant for conveying patterns of streetcar
suburbanization in Hollywood. Its scale and character are indicative of the type of residential development that developed
alongside Los Angeles's expansive network of streetcar lines in the early 20th century. The period of significance has been
identified as 1906-1923, which accounts for the district's primary period of development. Within the district are 57
properties, of which 45 (79%) contribute to its significance. Due to alterations to some individual buildings and some infill
development, the district may not retain sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register.

The district comprises portions of three contiguous residential tracts that were subdivided in the early 20th century: Boyle
Place (1904), Strong and Dickinson's Hollywood High School Tract (1905), and Tract 1060 (1910). These tracts were
strategically located near a number of major streetcar routes, which provided residents with convenient access to central
Hollywood and the downtown central business district. Their subdivision is associated with patterns of suburbanization that
played a heavy hand in shaping the built environment of Hollywood during the early 20th century.

Lots within these tracts were sold and developed individually. To ensure that the neighborhood retained a sense of cohesion
as it developed, restrictions accompanied the sale of each lot, requiring that houses abide by common setback requirements
and minimum construction costs. Development within all three tracts occurred contemporaneously. Almost all of the lots
were developed in the 1910s with modest Craftsman style bungalows; however, a few featured small-scale multi-family
buildings that were compatible with the adjacent stock of single-family houses. The neighborhood was built out by the mid-
1920s, though a few properties were redeveloped in the post-World War Il era.

Page 49 of 120



Historic Resources Survey, Hollywood Redevelopment Project Area
Historic Districts, Planning Districts, and Multi-Property Resources — 01/28/20
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Context: Residential Development and Suburbanization, 1850-1980
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Status code: 3CS;5S3
Reason: Significant example of an early 20th century residential neighborhood that was developed in

proximity to a streetcar line. Due to alterations to some individual buildings and some infill
development, may not retain sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register.
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r It Applications must Be filled out h$g8pplictint

y ©~ ° gf - 1° VIMtS- AfBO SPECIUfiATfoftS

i - o BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS ' and etJAf dM» mint kilo bttfa<d |
" .. DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

. Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish

1 ¢ - -
T4 tha Bpsrd. of FwWto WofKt or the (»:ity of La* Ans'rietl | - ,

i _A%JUcottea_f‘* iKfoby iriado to tfcs BO&M of Ptittlo Wortqj df the City of Lot .Axgetot, t_trbush the Offto* Of the -Chjef Xftapictor ot '
Blilril*®* tofatetoal% por-mlt In oficortHince Twitl* tha d«criytkm a»4. far the MDI’ybI .hereinafter net forth. tKOm. application U raid*
mtoJfiot fA mi~fqOgyjp£ coodUlonH, tvhteh nxo korcfoy iem& tc hy tit* undoraigruHi appflctmi ond ta&tafc ahoil bodfcem&dL cocditicca entering

Into the~ta*rrf«o«”™e pemit. *&*m right or prWHogc Ib orect'acny‘huHdtoa or other atruoturo thoroln dbeorJhea; or any 1
.portion thereof* wus Any street* amsy* or pther public MMa or. portion thereof, . , — i
. Sofiondt TJatfi the ‘pormlt does -not groat nny nﬁ;ht or nrivllfcga to ana any imlEdInff or other atmoture thwotn denoribad, or any
f portion thereat ror sny porpoae that £, h maa/ hereBltetvbts prohibited be/ ordinance of the Oltyof &*f Atiffrise. i
" Thit™r pohtJog cf tiro parmlt doo* not sAeofi or jurajudich any drint of .title tot ot right of iw»»**aJon la, the property
* * '44aCtribail ui-Rttujr pprifli$>, 1 #oh 1 a ‘ot
L] LIRS 7 - ® REMOVED PROM 1 13, REMOVED TO*
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1- Uy FLOOR j ;
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|:R/\°®V pV_ Pagti — F. B. Page——...... Book-____ Page—. ;- F. B. Page—
SOOTH . L — ATJJC "a /

o taoa n«,,,,,Jd
: 1 ENGINEER ~1 si
PLEASE
VERIFY To No....tU&__ Street ] Ne--kktet ¢

(USE INK DR INDELIBLE PENCIL)/™™

t

1 1.  What piojxue ii' tins present.Building now usdd
2.  WLat ptcrpogE will Buv ling be Used' for *7*r aw
3. Owners »ame...,..>Ls - Phonednn..

4. Owners addreo™N7.. .. r...
1 |5, Architect's name...IT.L.—____ ek RAJIOPCI 0 1w
6k + Contractor's nfi.-re......c ecsns T oo DfIOIN*blb Moot *%e%4)
7. Contractors address..
jel. 6. VALUATION OF PROPOSED WORK j NSSN, MSwNIShSift
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%
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Ail Applications must be filled 0||t bv Applicant

" a | PLANS8.AND SPECIFICATIONS

dal* liiii*! ulic . btf. filed
BOARD OF PUBUC WOfitfB

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish

# 1 To thl Saard of Pwbtlc Work* «f th* Ctty, of Lot Afipeleai ' v .
' PI ication ht hereby men)* to the Board of PuMo:-WbrJtn dX tht> CUy of l-og Aneroo thraufch tho otfico Of Chief Itiapoctof of
‘Balltflrii for a Udins BGmIt In accordonco with tho description and fof the purpoao b&rdnaUor act forth.. Tbla application jo made
oo tf(t)g]eﬁtel%xlloﬁ%lé%ﬂg%m S Cf ndIHunt which aro htrlby agreed to fey. tho ynderalgtiQd, applicant and WhICh ahaU fee dttolnled condllionh.entering!
*, ' Rmi Thot Uie permlt does not grant any rteht or prlwlege to erect any fenlHU# or ether aLruoture therein described, or any

‘ pdrIIcn thereof, upon any fliroet, alley, or other public place Or portion there.of.
e “ateomit Thai the permit, dcea not »rpnt any Vicnt o* prtyfleco to ube any buUiJin* ch, othor etmoture therein dMwifeofl, or nay
r poruon thereof far any purpowi that Ut, or jnay fcorcQflor he prohibited by erdlionco of the |t of toa Angela*.
That *b« frrontlni.of the permlt coaa not affect of proluolcb pnyrclaun of Uue 0 or right “of poanndon in, the property
yn descrlbed H| each, permit.

of /. f - ‘" REMOVED-FROM " Yy / REMOVED TO [
[Lot..... ... Block......., Lot ....Blocks__— i?

30;1

hEAR OF ‘mTract. Tract__
™

ANNEX !
Irt FLOOR \ j
1 . CITY CLERK J' o }
. PLEASE

1 ' VERIFY /**

TARE TO /
1 .. ROOM No. 40Sf
-1 RO88UTH Y Erom No.,.._ A I~ {(3
ANNEX I5E e
(=] oo
ENGINEER -
PLEASE To No... ; Street

VERIFY (USE INK OR INDELIBLE PENCIL) e«

t >

Book,,.m__Jagt__ F. B. Page._,_. ..... F. B. Page___ iJ ! J_

». .. f. ; WLatpurpose U the piedcnt Buildbgr now UttsdfoT} ..QC,

2, 1 What purpose will Bi ling be used for hereafter? 3 t

'y 3. Owner's name . /tyClstsist™. - L,Phoned.p. ..

4. . Owner's addreas..... AN NBAM € wWt Ve

Architect’s name.----—------ one.

Contractor’s name------- _Phone

Contractor’s address__
fl dliig P ti ) #
VALUATION OF PROPOSED 8-'?% é% éﬂmp‘ % (Eﬂnth m%‘/'ﬁﬁ‘ Jrg W\

all |Jab0r ate.

© 0 N o

Class of pTesont Building-,------ T K, No. of rootna at present*.: /J .

" 10. Number of stones in height of present Building-*/*,,.~

11. State how many, buddings are on this lot (&icitzzz .+

:,T2. State purpose buildings on lot are used for-. .
purp 9 (Tenement H Eotal, IIBBidonco, or any oUpr yurfoso.)
STATE ON FOLLOWING LINES EXACTLY WHAT AL’ NATIONS, ADDITIONS. ETC.. WILL
BE MADEIp THIS BUII7DING; !
.. '&7m
7t

1 have carefully examined and read the above application and know the same is true and correct, and
that all provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governing Bjnldmg Construction will be complied with.
whether herein specified or not, A /

(Sign here)
SilT OVER (Owaftr or ,\uUioHrcd AlfanL)
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13. Size of wim u il Jirtlin— of Stories in hei[(ht,..

34. Material of foundation.,.Cs fee footings..fe...... Size wall..... Depth below ground!.___

15. Size of Redwood Mudsills......_jL------- . Size of interior bearing studs. ,2

'16. Size of exterior studs— - Z ____ Size of interibr non-bearing studs...__ oc.a...-:...
T7. Size of first floor foists X< X Second floor joistsL__ ..,,.. 2r, j-.-><

-IB., Wilt all ‘provisions of State Dwelling House Act be complied with?.."......

' '1 Have carefully examined and read the above blank and know the same ii true and correct, and. that all pro-
visions Of tlie Ordinances and Lows governing Building Construction will be complied with, whether herein
specified'or not

. f. v (Sign hered-—fen
(Owner «r Auttinrliei Acral.)

\E)-ZLxs"f
FOR DEPARTMENT™ME ONLY

APPLICATION O. K.
CONSTRUCTION O. K-

ZONING O. N1
SET-BACK LINE O. K.

ORD. 33761 fN. S.) ok =
FIRE DISTRICT O. K.

W



All “pplioatioits must be filled out by Applicant

mb.- plans and specifications
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BOARb OF PUBLIb Wo”KS
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS
e
Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish
1
"  To the Public Wpr*<* of the .CHF' Of Lot Angclei,*: 1 r . )
| AppUcaiioo 18 hereby rrniflo to the Board ot JPubUe TftnfeR Jrf the ,Otty of boff AabF_Jc*> ibroosh of iSm'Cirfdr InspectorA( r
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.Into the exwnctao af the permit: \ /7 "l
‘Ftrrt; “"Xbat ,tho-p&rmit dhc* no! sranL or»y if*ht or prIvastt to orool any touJTdIfIlf dr other structure thfrota dOfIcrllBa’* or any
> , 7 portion tfleroof epon coy street, ritey, or oitusr public place or'pgrtUwWttodrcof*/ — //< ; ™ </m e .- 1 /, . -m
1 m- flocmni* That toe frtiTnit ot Smutany*Tight nr prtvJToffs/to u&t\ $ny buftfUtt# orotbojp Jttruatujp tf|J>r«fn dflorlbfld or any "\
portion fir, any putpoo* that, VI, or may hereafter he prohibited by oMiwitwofflie Cliy of Z<pB AngoU£ t mn
t,.4  Thins* ~chat ,tho xrormntf of tiid pomtt. doe* not attwt/or ftmta.SJoo arty/Walm.af Uti« tol or rlght of pcncaBlfcn In Hle property \ 7/
dftflarlhfain *ucfit"rmlI£ , - r ' 1 ~ ' - [ I VA w r o v, 1 7. il v
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\yis . 3
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f
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SOUTH o Shee '/ v
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1 VEREFT- | VL yp - 0?
'*(USE. INK OR INDELIBLE PENG
Y%
./, 1. . Wbat purpote is the present BuBding now aeed for?;.i.i- ru.ll
. 2. " What purpose will BtfTjding aq tja~lJot h_ereaftér?...Ara
;. 1AL .OwBer’p name......... Jki; Pbona.~"Z.,
' 4. Owner’s address.
! 5. Architect's nemo.,..".™. ™...Phone.,,.
"/ ' 6. Contractor's name:.™.| = :...l..Phorie__
' - .7.- Contractor's address...
mbing dfl BfiiPerRj -
. 6. 'VALUATION OF PROPOSED WORK '{aﬁeggb%llT* >ﬁLfCVHLP Fa ntln i, S0 hrig: N
9. .Claia oi present Buiiding..,,..™"..i___ .No. of rooms atpresent;.. —A. - y
X u/e
1 id: Is'omber of atoiies in lieigltt™//.------ -«*1__ Size of present Building
il
11, State how many- buildings are on. this iot..,,, r
12. . State, purpose buildings. OH lota are used for..*—: S ---o-- — -
. s a - , ffoiitojent EctsOcSotch'SeslioJitn, «e uojf'oihorrranKtse.}* ' n
[} !'- STATE ON FOLLOWING IJINiiS EXACTLY WHAT-ALTERATIONS, ADDITIONS. ETC., WIL- 1

BE MADE TO THIS, BUILDING:

mg

7

. I have carefully examined and read the aboye application and know the same is true and correct, and
that all provisions of the Ordinances and. Laws governing Budding Construction will be~"CompHed with,
whether herein specified or-not. s 1 .vr, 1 . *=7 s ,

| Si h
W OVER (Sign hero) cornier or Au&orlrod Agent.)
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13. Size ofnew addition___ 2ui.No, of Stories.in hreighb-Ltl

;l14<  Material of founiintiohl,.,!-~ i e. in |fzc ..... __Depth below ground,.

13, Size of Redwood Mudsills Czbr.,..,.3L. I Size of interior bearing studs.. K

.16,.,. Size of exterior studs..— ~Size of interior nondiearing stud&..i..Au. Xl— /38 =
m -17. Size of first' Boor joists. - I5S~y* e X

" 18. Will all provisions of State Dwelling Mouse Act to complied’ with?

.1V | have carefully examined and read the atove 1 ink and know the same iS true and correct, and thatall pro*
' . visions of the Ordinances and Laws-governing Building Construction will be complied with, whether herein
/y" . specified;or not. 1

/ (Sign Inere)v,, B v I- luca am
v I WAttt TiorlzNAsent-v
FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY -

APPLICATION O. K,
CONSTRUC'F'ION O.
ZONING ok 22 t
2 Set-Back LINE O. K.
ORD. 33761 (N. S)) o_~~E=___
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‘mmeAlM cations must be hy Applicant
1 V°QMS, Pontt I PLANS AMD SPECIFICATIONS

ti , end ol't*r tUI* iTiiat utio he Sled. .

m o 90ARO 6p public works

*  DEPARTMENT OF BUILPINSS .
Application tp Alter, Repair or Demolish

Pufall# W!l«kn>( th» Cttp .of LM"Aniltnu .=

~ Buura’?c?'é“'{’b\?‘%ﬂtdh«aol tend” toLUiS, SIS Rits' TS AN trtiot Btaf 1ot e 2‘}Ntf8f§>"3?1g'e Uplar < e’ ptUssepicaUs 1% Matto -

“1c3™ th*%5o0ialat oonaiuon*. WbloS *ro horsey opraofl to hyths unlemIKTl opyUcijLfit'an WMCh sholl be. antnlsA ocmOltlotiS oiitflrtn*

LW IKMmi A hvtfilo” penSitr <(*»' EOt smnl nny tieht.or prtyUejrs to eject #07 th\an* ar other stndntims tEerplIn i#»orib;d, tfr any
v ' wortltoi usdh any itr'cal. mtef\/ Op otto”r public uiftc* ut-uorltuuithwsos

vonwn Jgwijg ciy rJcbt w pHvJfdtojto tt«>: t4g>t hu r‘r‘l***tbvvl Lt deitftibid, or lujy
- /\’ Mt*
H Cutri - L
0 .mrpm . . FROM ;. REMOVED TO.
Ll ' ; H
-L.L. Bic'elu. l-oL- , Bio i
.V TAKE TO' RV e
REAR Of  jTract: s Tratfc |, 1N %
“NORTH -
I ANNEX . I " . >\0
= _ .'tt ECOOR, /-r—77r—T- (O
% dry CLERK 1.— . T 153
1 1 .PLEASE ' 1 lam v o0 & =
*- . VERIFY et. ey
Hi-
} TAKE TO ' 'Boot.., PsgC-i,,. ,p, F,.B. Paojjfc.. BobLi. L. Pag*;—. i\ B. Page..,
. + ROOM Ao croNIT
¢+ .SOUTH L -+ ,Xx, .
ANNEX —'Fr0|a ey Street/ S’. '+ &
ENO«ff»R. o F (0]
" PLEASE 1 |U v . i
1 . VERIFY , To No. i.." Street'®’ I'ﬂ
.(Use. ink or indelible penci/l) na
(I sy el '
1 1. WJsat purpose la tho present Building now used for?
2, \yjiat pujpose witl BujJdinsr be usn”™o”, hereafter?.,
3. Owner’'s name... tPKono..”
T&CA
’4. .Owner’s address....»
5. Architects name. —J&%062 faslorrar  wa *yliee_PhONE., il nomagiti
. 6'... Contractor’s" name..-..S.*A.. .ud-v--* —..Phone NyF. ANI?N AL
0 7. Contractor’s address;MJA: .e wy »*
VALUATION OF PROPOSED
m 19 Clato of present Bui/dinef-. of rooms at.present,—
'10. “ Number of stories in. heigh*-- T,.....-Sizo of- present Building. it.X .if-
-. ; H. “ Statohow hiany building# are on this lot. e
i' ,12. State putpose buildings op lot sre.xwed fori .......cccce. .. ...l , caltaf Ve ML r
n i, Rsssldertce, Oilier pulfolt)
" m , 1 STATE ON FOLLOWING LINES EXACTLY-WHAT A ATIONS. ADDITIONS, etc., WILL BE
' MADE TO TJErdS" BUILDING: | T
r gjiffrevim
L
' l.have carefully efcarnlnedT end readl the dbbye application and knov/ the same is true and co-rreet, end
| that all provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governing Buiichng C<?»structioa -will be complied with,
whether herein specified or not, ty
OVER I (Sign here)**
tOirosr vw AOUvarlttC Asset.),
. tan pmmMmMMtHT tmn ohly
7 tSeeWestIenttftseIleS et h 1 irtiv- >
" LASiF*tI»n thstb
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1mj ! I .IU CHtfia i Yt o
A /c t- ' Y *}
tW 1 pan Eiinibwr .
¢t j-Svyy.wrViVvs'.'fe-w
o A|w
wJY = m /I
. ar

L
s+ \"

HEEE,



7 WA

$3. Size of new addition.., i .%. of Stories in height™.
14, Material of foundation, ...Stes-fCoKfigs .Size wall. .Depth below ground..
15, Size of Redwood, Muds!Sis. Size of intailor bearing studs. X:

i B rn
16,; Size of exterior studs..... Z y X Size of interior non-bearing; stud/?. X.. \’P \
17. Size of first floor joists, Second floor joiBts. X,

*18... Will all provisions of State Dwelling House Act bo complied withK.

I have carefully examined and rend the above blank and know the semens true find correct, and thatall pro
vrsjons of the Ordinances and Laws governing Building Construction will be complied. with, whether herein
specified or not. ' ' " . - - n

t

, (Sign nerc).«rS.?
(turner or AutJrtriftfl Agent),

iK

/7 FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

g

' APPLICATION O.K

CONSTRUCTION o.Ic
v/

ZONING O.K./7"
SET-BACK ONE o.K; -f-
ORD. 33761_(N.S.) oK g
FIRE ©ISTRICT 0. K.

I

REMARKS

\ hereby agree to locate and erect this building or structure and every portion thereof, except unen-
.closed porches, back a distance from the front property line equal to the set-back line of the nearest
budding now erected on any lot in thisblock in Zone A" or "B" on the same side of the street.

Owner.

MI -

THHL  rMMItU.
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¢ All AppHeati<»| Must be Filled Out kv Applicant

Mi*.tgm 1

~KLANS AHO aPECEUCATIONS

mad AVbX date tttvi *1g* W £Ud

HOARD OR PUBLIC" WORK*

DEPARTMENT OP BUILDINGS

Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish

Sjjjwd af Pub#'tl* Vilor't» of *tl# G|I/ cf M« Arm*1xx*

!
of yublla WaxV* of Ibt> Oily 0! bom A**«lo* throufh ih.% cfRoo Oth|IO C5sje* &u»P«tor of

H52S*5 SB* jU&uiraitt* pchn i
\MMO]O Ctottl|fr|.P‘Ilﬂ.7tf?fr*QCletﬂrot ~b_'l(:|t tro |

process**
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stiIMH ptitiaol

REMOVED FROM

n AroonjarlC* Wlthythe doifirtpticja and fo
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y- th* thIrarlg&lft anlloant vafr*huttl m*B b# tftuntd oonitticn* 4bt*rlut

AMssiE®\Jc*tion Kk mna#

REMOVED TO

it. ar~++1mEJL.OCLC, _xwwmern Lot. Block.,.,.™. < I
Hh
R—I(—)AOKMBLO Tract, Tract™.,. ﬂ [
NORTH \ SMMic tv* pxitese] i mil e HriiHi B a
ANNBX ; HRS|
St Floor { o WA MYEHES 1M ITE* 151 ) 6 -

.C: E CLERK ]'HY' R NTEl Tl el ] r I I >
TAKTRTO \Boofc...... ..... Pane........ ... -F.B, Page,, Benk.y*»,....Paj .E.B. & wriEiE
ROOM No.40S,- — * " - 1
BO 7.. V fi
" ANNEX JiFioro No, NSsfT.LjStteetl x4
.ENGINEER > , t ®

A
0 FY. ?ToNo..,"\\W/ 1 -Street) %

1. Wftat purpQia !s the present Building now wed for?

2. WatpatpinewsSl Building

5 <t

u /\

2, Contractort* nt'drea :

fi. VALUATION OF PROPOSED WORK jg
"9. Clai* of pretent Buildings. 2L €jS6£&

10.

3. Owner** name-........ C
Owner'i «ddre**r...jf..
5. AreWteefe Bsrte.

Contmctor'™* nune

Npreber of etoriee in

(USE INK Or indellI"LEL PEb

(A

cd £or Kerenftetd .j, gy >

.
N—

[k*aHpac**a**f,

S o BT a0 0

tfft mi

d
>q t v

.PbonenS?fd

tremmtP VI i VjI*

>
TM* m>" % rrl-fy*ai*

..No. of room* trt present...... Si
..Size of preient Building.v- iin<spoxoni £<200 S,
M lid*t ity MrMpesNeniia Liva v

— ffo

(ApArtm&Ert ATUHv Hotolf

(R s]

L *2

if iUa.*rfpUn>on?.)

ACTLYWHAT ALTERATIONS, ADDITIONS. ETC, WILL BE

Vs

laftfetSflvV>

I Lave tyCluUy neemined and read tbe above appUeetioft end know the same U true and correct, end

(Sign bete)

a

tOimw

ron QMPAMHMHT uta onuy

11. State Bow many building* are on title lot....... -wMb
12. State purp(lase building* dn lot ste used for™
! A
1 STATE ON FOLLOWING LINES
MADE TO THIS BUILDINGI w*/
.t
fiHHL o trmive
7
! tbet el!
wbedier fa0dtn specified ornot. 1 W
SsTOVER/ fP ;
NO.
=2oss
rm

7 ><,,

W

Froumons of (he Ordinance* and Law* govermng Building Conuwction will be compiled witb.
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er AuttmuUii Aunt.)



13.  Sjpte of ncvr addition.... ir= A3 N$*,0 e*in height

14. Material of foundation,;4f51$£?-.'0fc.SiiUr footings'll wijrvpt|J&UMr,  NIE|!tf/fLf>epth below ground

15. Sire ofRodwcod Mudsills<sa ,2Z 7 & Size of ititeriar beftrin*

6. Silt of exterioratudr..,. Size of interior non-bearing etude..
17, Sire of first floor joists «x.. .Second floor joi« e

18.  WiH all provirion* of State Housing Act he complied with>........

f have carefully examined and read the above blank and k W the aatae ia true and correct,

and

that all provident of the Ordinances and Lews governing BtISIdjf.g Construction will ho complied with,

whether herein specified or not.

(Sign here}..<

tOini« ct ActherlIMC A**Btj

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

APPLICATION 0. K s >1
CONSTRUCTION 0. K.
ZONING e 0. K.
SET-BACK: LINE 0. K
-ORD. 33761 (N, S.) 0. K g7~ "
FIRE DISTRICT 0. K.
Hftg-tniMns Tiferaf To in thF
sppicatioa will fcc more 190 feet
fm v . JIREMARKS
Owneror- FzatfAgent-
~
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ws o v ~<All Application* Musthe F|IIW Ott« by Applicant o
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A T By . J5UNS **>> )
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N ’ v
&V; : I D?AHTMENT gPBLULDING ANSAMr’
p. y' 1 'm' i .
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A
\ wvv Oe: .
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oy * VAN N\ x> e ke e e i i e ™
/v? 4 " witftr **rwH nol mﬁmrim% XL« »!§of HU* <38Tor itree 6¥-PMiHIkaj*, tv« trdtnit Sn(rfb*4 (r ruc*
A REMOVED FROM m = REMOVEb TO \/ m- )
/
T, " TAKJTO *  tOtRNR>[*.Wi.4IMM .... Blocks Lot;, i , Block !
) IhuNoM t, % i
" ttRSFLOOR)  Tract' s Tract w1 3
- CITY CLERIC . .‘W>>||An'|w4»vn< Niiol 5 \ iri> i , 6
C & e, oo -
1 yitwy ir(«#*l 4 fr sa*l
A i . « P Fita "
r ! ! >14)an1<J*y>ku4iIlMJIt-/-r( Ap #4laha * J I Cc-
TAKE TO g @ Y
I No. 5 >ila“.f4m.0, 11*1M|
ki <MAHT sr= -
FLOOR) .
mrEmr>> et
e NN Birr. M ,nw.a* wirwuv
- VERIFY .To No........ Itreetl
H (USE INK OR INENLIBLE PfeWCEL) /
1. What purpose is tha present Building now used for?......IC*LitfirL -
2. What purpose will Birijdi'ng be used for hegea/tef’- !
TiT
n S. Owner’s name... i ' JU&A
i £TF Phone
4. Owner's address./"?/?. v
. [uJUh xfp of CorttScitod ArcbitcQt of Ltccnld Etth it
5. Architect's T e hone
6. Contractor’'s name*.
7, Contractor's address......." j sSsoOoOaa .
lanfiidinfr Ail  MtUrrfaL Laihijr, STnfahtnr, friulfi
t, VALUATION OF PROPOSED WO And Aprffme* in BmlldEner. % fs
* 5, Class of present Building.....***~ ... No. of Rooms at present. f..3....... *
10. Number of stories in height....— > *...Siz« N rjsdafc Building.......... cooceeecvvnenen. X
il 1 11. State how many buildings are on this 10i*,..,,.,..A.ar momessssometomandssissomwinie prcrinn L v iel 11114
. 12. State purpose buildings’on lot are used f<L*L*sttS jf ,/=-/ '&ACVO- i e
| {ApMtmwfc HMttfti Kota], or Any Otlkw TPanxiso.)

I 13, What Zone is Property in?..
. STATE ON FOLLOWING LIiNES¥XACTLY'WHAT ALTIttATION,"ADi>m6NS,'ETC““wWEL

i' MADaI.EaT\f ms b

t J a
i o
—Vv:-""-Ktrtgau)f6(- wrrivowyimu -jwjfUftjo;- -
. Ta*  e#ivsjik
vm»ar x|
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1 have carefully, examined and read the above application and know the same is true and correct,
and that all provisions of the Ordinances and Laws governing Building Constructlon yill.be complied
with, whether herein specified or not, 4
E Sign here).«fes
f OVER (Sig ).« r fOwner or Aulfewfarf AganQ
IEjoyiy IgNT tt3E OHLY
JFj ;
I PERMIT No. ) tatit* <u
; « JFjweftb JUtt Lav*, Ms* ’ -t
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0 #
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v 24, Size of new addition,,** Size of Lot.»4....4.».X..) 1#5

Id. Material of foundation 1AS a4 Depth below ground.
Id. Size of Redwood Mudsills J9ize"of Interior bearing studs......... - )l
17. Size of exterioretude,.....,.. ...Size of Interior noh-bearfng studs. Xre> 1<t

f 1$. Size of first floor joists........... ....... X e e Second floor joists

A MR ) '\/*4 ’ v K

.720, *Will all pz&vMons of State Bousing Act be complied withT—;: . L] .

C I have carefully examined and.read the nboveblank and know the”~ame is true and correct? and

that all provisions of the Ordinances and

1 'Whether herein agedfted™or.not. i

\
(Sign wexow)  LAHE 4

(O*ra*f << Atttbcrfi**

Laws governingJButiding Construction will be compiled with',
) . PRI

E*1flt44*4*4*4a
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APPLICATION! " i m; 0. . &>
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CONSTRUCTION " OK. |
- | o,
A ZONING 0 L O.K. . j
j V * Jk«  m>'
SET BACK LINE OK, 7 . . v J*
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ORD. 33761 (N.8.) O.K.
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FIRE DISTRICT ne O.K., * Ot | . r
Ve oom sS4 >
< J*
REMARKS «.
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f EPI A \ V4 R - fC" N ZTU, .

otv, [ f :

rea-A s .APPLICATION TO - tMr<ruw-<< M ail

8 ! . . i
n . ER,'REPAIR, or DEMOLISH WAirooem
IVVt——_ 1L 1 ®' «jo>to™ a vmtmio 4s(s-sapety
- TCertificate of Occupancy , Bmuracs' sion
T T .
-sett _|_1 1

tlot. of Building. _,,lfcs*“so5>>'>0;A_\S‘<:§vf&£é?afr«»W [, -/_A by

ttafcenwhat erceeatreett? ... 'SEWN<jfr it —
INK Oft indelible pencil mssrrnmmmmE

4 Pretentuse nf building—,-------- . ..Patni tz,
* « f»t* WeBjotc putMot Home. Motel er odw ijmt» t i

; S. St*teU<w Iong building has been tu«f for protnt -y

<-4 Uaeof building APPERsiIterptiwi Dr Titailm
IS =2®>®:

i OWI’]tt>AddI’tS€ 23k S 3EIJf£RtO*tVIE pP. & BcviiM«y Hinl 1 =s.

. . State 1 r
Certificated Architect. - . _". ——— M . UmntJTA

. . -~ Stater -
7k iJcetawd Engineer 1 . Y . —LacunaeWo . .. . ..flaoiii.

E Contractor.. -, . CM IScfuTH . bséi'fm.\.o_

1 g. Convaeiof* Addrm. i . y2y,v | I =y ’ -
, KL VALUATION OP PROPOSED WORK 1 fAS S SSSS®S| .
>ItW K ST RT >

|| auu JH(\Q/ ang bmamo Sow\%)/ -I|Ut t. I/BIT AKO_ tJ
rr]t« 1L ipattMIii AHnI WW>>yjisfime

, TlteHJfaaurttng bmldlng ,-3J x_Ji3 Number oCetorte* high .2T'_ ... Heightto Ipghert potn .j21 *;

|

1tt MalwlalPjcteriorwWAUL-WOOft- . *  i-, . & ,, —Exterior frameworltaon .
1 HfaM. »teNte*IIWlWﬁ: !
V ']% ptfcrtfeg.itflefiy nt? proposed tonstruetjoD and wk;

"tvl 3] ****_.3 NEW S*TR# AHB PARTITIONS a
- >n' a g ==
5 3 1

>a

- | new'@ONSTRuenoK A/UAJiIN

a s of Addition . "M@8MR31w of Lot... JO *.. tJONumber of Sto«** T»bm gom tlele. '2
1 * ALKiFooltngt Widthr 3 « DEpth «T Graetd.. ~Widthiot W«U. ..Sint of ~oor Jow a .
ft I preof Studs. 2. .k*- - J*ofFloor ... SireofHalter* Tyjw d Rookr

*** n ' jl fceretjr certify that to tie 1« of my LaowWWe* and Wiltl tho Jk 1jhITW
and that (hh tmIMlog *r tocalroctlw tefoak 'wifi comply with aR,t»a«;
. the.! work ontheeixed thereby 1 wK hat Employ any p
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{ " : T . Ssn

Ot N T Ttl-

TNjgmniBgaStirt- ~rm

S inaarafBiaiar™. -7 osifrasor stirviv.  joTrtUod Tiet.

Sot the

Tahuttfan UN ] Ar*»e(lUd*.... .".Sj-ffc -S«tu'— (poo :IC i L_: ‘A

fte t. fte . . :

SEtSAST* ffui lja rtteJis—r-n—T T T pFfrFf

2 E temrlei Orwtmlbw <*PVST = I’ Sa£ =~

S I:/SWTSmJSTAHfJT ! faraownm?>

- at
° > 3»

vr

TV 1 rt'

HIWSW. faainie ddacpwhtiit Lpi&mA fTTTT

i

bo ivwt w*mrbelow Tins 1lve f a
TT« or *SCRIPT -~ DATE mrta TBACEW no, tMJ PTE rAItf

-tiut OuNrittot m 9 I .

SasMcaaftat ptaa Chwkhg C> t

W; —l-* s
. oSy u &Jul | N\

[ e



‘t
*m*fghnk
9 HJ.tMNnSBSC. /3
i
ur
rM L ' )
A . Crrss [l—x
AV Vg B -i
A J, n
—
I
r
o I
™ t
0f
1 M i.
Tt N\ .
A%
u
r [
t.
* \%
g~
*K
§
r is -7
3 i
Zej P -w
m— a. mi »
u*
1
F 4
\" T s
B
K
Spr——
- Tt Ir.
sScC; .
m* 1
[ 13
* -~ v
.
1. ]
k i
i .
J
-1 .
| S»sfElkk |
4 ? r/
N N v
N\
-1
u anL
u! TT 4
! t
f r a
vo7 - 1
v,
*T'
- Vo

mr< 3

vy f

| C i
el
i
i—ra—i * T
t -
DA . it
—is Lo
\ ! i
. . — I
| e | 4 _ G
T i L : !
4. L-"4
=1 — T
' L r g
4 I iiiipp>» wvwitdsi
i []
oL + .
wiio 1 -
> 1 r
i u !
= t
i L i i
JL
r f t s-ii
|-1) _an Jn
1 11 4
- 1 r? ‘4
i N
-X - L
m f Y
| P
h*" i i | .
i- ! 1
! i
n I
i J
. J
\ i
—t ep*fit
Voo iw» 9*
! <ftw * +e
S . Yoo
[
» inwrp 1Sk*
H
rter
a- fcl
r —*t»* £+-J
> i (
J:
f 1
™l =
=~ _ A
rJ» A4- !
N ~n
hH-f
| g8 1 I
€
a I |
<4t
i i
r f
A+ "
m <+
+m>) !
] ?
© L
Mo
- *
7r f 4
. T i
-k
. + .
15 O-j I r!
*rj
3
" I
i p
i
oot
PP



o

APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT NEWW BUILDING
AND FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

1

CITY DELOS ANGELES

h Applicant to Comptcio Numbered Itimt Only*

INSTRUCTIONS: 5 plot PI»E Required o»v Back of OrljinpL

i~ m LOT BLK. TRACT DIST.MAP
j Bowvia Pl agin 1ItsspD=.
JOB ADDRESS APPROVED ZQNE
1428-30 N» Wo Cadden P B-4-2
me FIRE DIET.
~ NN == AND Inland Way
"PURPOSE OP BUILDING INSI51 XX
Storage + KEY
4, OWNER PHONE COR* LOT
CaX ™ Bufrh Portia HQ 77e1e. ) REV. COR.
5, OWNER'S ADDRESS ' P.O. ZONE LOT SlIZ€e A
Afcore 50 x 173
4. OERT. ARCH. STATE-LICENSE PHONE
7. UC. ENGR. STATE LICENSE PHONE 'REAR ALLEY
SIDE ALLEY
&, CONTRACTOR STATE LICENSE PHONE BLOG* LINE
Owner
9, CONTRACTOR'S ADDRESS P.O. ZONE AFFIDAVITS
10, Sj F NEW BLDG. STORIES HEIGHT NO. OF EXISTING BUILDINGS ON LOT AND USE
fun VPPN 1 vt D et eeaeeeaaaaae 1 1, - Dymiunga *
- “2 < 9 d 9 w DISTRICT OFfM ™
1 1428-30 N. Mo Cadden Pf, &» A*
11. Materal pPi wood N metal in con?, block *OOF jmn WOOD rm steel PING %ER!{S{KLERS
EXT. WALLS; "STUCCO Q BRICK @ CONCRETE CONST, j-j CONC. JT] OTHER EOCitr SPECIFIED
11 YALUATION; TO INCLUDE ALL FIXED 'BLDG. AREA
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED T PERATE
AND USE PROPOSED BUILDING. s 1,000,00 J N 1.2
var  JIOB APPROVED 'DWELI
UNITS
PLIWtIDN CHECKED .SIDISAAC
aoah
i - ffzed hereby | will not
| certify that In doing the -stork,au Y IFLANS CHECKED GUEST
employ any person! oTatloT~of tHe Labpr Code of, the State® > 1 ROOMS
of California relating toy™g ifS compensatloryinsi nee. _ . .
CORRECTIONS Vi FILE MTH
v CL 'LANS VAPfREVED CONT.I
SIBTED
Hit* Form When Properly Validated Ix b Pormlt to Do APl ION' APPROVED INSPECTOR
the Work Daicrlbxd. *
_ MAX. OCC, SP.C. n I r 0., c/o
riL | FSrr
VALIDATION CASHIER'S USE ONLY
1
M34518 FEB-16™9 09908 B z cK 2.00

Form 6-x

DEFT. OF BUILDING AND SAFETY
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APPLICATION TO ALTER - REPAIR- DEMOLISH

AND FO* CMTIFttATI

CITY OF 105 ANGELES

OF OCCUPANCY

DEFT. OF BUILDING AND

1. Applteeat to Complete Numbered h«mi Only

*4$ Firm i-3

"Js&!

CENSUS TRACT

INSTRUCTIONS; 2. Plot Plow kteulr.d an look of Oriplwol.
J, LEGAL LoT ELK. - . N
DESCR. 2.8 ~onie piaoe \Vr
. . _— . Ar
sl HBEHT'IST’(IPHBIW e"3F SUNEIH2 ' ™
WOIKSNop same
Flys 0i5T*
3 McCadderT pIT
4, BETWEEN CftOSS STREETS JWHgE COR. LOT
Sunset ap Leland Way KEY REV. COR.
5, OWNEft'S NA«E PHONE LCtSttE
R. Gluckstein
A. OWNER'S ADDRESS P.0. BOX Tip 50X142.8
same
7. ARCHITECT h8 liHi<iNFH~ STATE" LICENSE NO. PHONE Sear auey
SIDE ALLEY
t. ENGINEER STATE LICENSE NO. PHONE BjSgT LINE
O. CONTRACTOR STATE UMNSENO. PHONE Y AFFIDAVITS
2A0&e& - owoyn kff SroHR-
10. SIZE OF EXISTING BLDG. ISTOR! HELGHt PIS: /
-
tl. MATERIAL OF EXT. WALLS HOC? TTS™r
CONSTRUCTION
. DISTHJjyjFFICHi
12, McCadden pi.
1i, VALUATION: TO INCLUDE ALL FINED GHADINp’
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO OPERATE
AND USE PROPOSED BUILDING.
14. NEW WORK: R A . - R CRIT. 5p |
(OcKtiil repairing, MoirbeMing «£ wajlls, and **fir.

HI&fWAY DEO.

FLOOD /

STOWES

waaftf l——= w.___w=m H B |*mmr [HEid«T

K=&ES=7S—
type: T j'choi SPRIWLEftS VALUJ core
1*£Qi
SWIan \'%
BLDG. MAX. OCC. OTAL IUNS CHECKED ZONED BY
Zr CFrh
DWELL GUEST SPACES/ VIDEO FUNS APPROVED 1 1 RLEWITH
UNITS rcihs PARKtim I A
P.C* Ho: CQNIINSPi appucamrypopna’  V INSPECTUR
S.pP.C. d.R.I. 4y [ @ om— [57* TYPIST
pm
5
- g
-1
u>
1S—SS-67 O5 0 8 6 *401M3 X ICS 350

STATEMENT 2/ RESPONSIBILITY

I certify that in doing- the work outhorlted hereby ¢ will not employ ony person In violation of the Labor
Code of the State of Californio relating to workmen's compensation Insurance.

"This permit Is on application for inspection; the Issuance of which is not an cpprovol or on author-
izotlon of the work specified herein. This permit does not authorize or permit, nor shall it-be construed!
as authorizing or permitting, the vloictfpn or failure to comply with ony applicable law. Neither the City
of Los Angeles, . oh any board, department, officer or employee thereof make any warranty‘or shall be

res for thsyoerformance or results of any work described herein, or the condition of the property

or soil uperuwh! -.ysuch Aonk i irmi (See Sec. 91,0202 L.A.M;C.)
Signed______ 2/ Nome Date
ADDRESS APPROVED 1 r,. Dalton 2/2/671

Bureou of Engineering
SEWERS AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE
DRIVEWAY APPROVED
HIGHWAY DEDICATION REQUIRED
COMPLETED
FLOOD CLEARANCE APPROVED

APPROVED FOR ISSUE

Conservotlon EILE#

PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Plumbing SYSTEM APPROVED

APPROVED UNDER

Planning CASE#
. APPROVED rmiE 1>»
Fite ‘ILA.M.C.-S700I

) APPROVED FOR
Traffic



APPLICATION TO ALTER > REMI+ - DEMOLISH
AND FOR CBtTIFtGAtE OF OCCUPANCY

uMS Tetmi-3

CITY OF LOS ANGELES MPT. OF.BUIICING AND.SA

1. Applicant to Complete Numbored heme Only
INSTRUCTIONS) 2. Plot Plan Required on Bock of Original,

1. LEGAL j\Ww\Vv/ ILK. TRACT

OfcMS, .
y

*rINAF~ MOOadden ~¥|

S STREETS

4- <<IN1 T apo lceland Way

<«< -MMK3IIMK . PHONE
Robert Qlucksteln =

6. GWNES'S adbkess P.O. BOX zIp
341 st Vermont Ave LA 90005

o HITECT QR DIiSiGNER . STATS LICENSE NO. PHONE

rdJackintosh & Mackintosh

o~ OIKEER STATE LiCENSE NO* PHONE

9. CONTRA! STATE LICENSE NO, PHONE

J®, SIZE OF EXISTING BLOG. STORIES HEIGHT NO. OF EXISTING BUILDINGS ON LOT AND USE

I
r 3*7 = 4
11, MATERIAL of EXT. WALLS ROOP FLOOR
CONSTRUCTION'
= rre CUcovL.

12, job address

CEILSUS TRACT

BIST. MAP

usT*

t/NSIDE >0 @O
KEY REV, COR.

50x142.8

fIEAR ALLEY

SIDE ALLEY
BU)5, UKE

AFFIDAVITS
ZA 1

BZA

/

8293

1667

DISTRICT OFFICE

1428 k. HcCadden PI LA
VALI;ATIONi TO INCUIbE ALL R XEO GRADING
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO OPERATE -
AND USE PROPOSED BUILP1N& >sS00
147 NE* WORK: otltT'Soicr
(DSSCrbfl _ sC
beams -In, cell!l T <di
* Jr hishway ded.
nov'usE of builoin&74" tfyefC JenAXdLL&r aMTimiyy TawTa n3o0
s 4 =37 *S>
"Sr® " < WINKLERS . — VA( .approved =/ “< eoi™r
> Ec MC
anfc. area MAX. _ TOTAL PU <5 C Toned by ™
r OoX
DWELL* A GUEST' SPACES  REQP  PRO! PLA iS APPROV ~z=masard
UNITS c? ROOMS PARKIN!
s =c , N_p
PX. W W t i PUCATK INSPECTOR
TcT stz s-~r-p 1.~ Oelos. c/o TTPIST

~7

. g HAY-5 09 3 45 B

\V/\/s 11464 £ *59114 X

* "STATEMIMT'QFTTISPONSIBILITY-----

2

1 CK

dw
2.285

13*56

| certify that In, doing the work diithorlzeil’ hereby | wilt not employ ony person in violation of the Labor

Code of the Stare of California relating to workmen's compensation insurance.

'This permit is an application for inspection, the issuance of which is not an approval or an outhor-

‘ faction of the work, specified herein. This permit does not authorize or.permit, nor shall it be construed
Os authorizing or permitting the violation or foikire to comply with anyropplicable law. Neither the City
of Los Angeles, nar any board, deportment/ officer or employes thereofl make any warranty or shall be
responsible for the performance or results of any work described herein, or the condition of the property

or soli upon wWjh such work Is performed.” ____— j5ee Sec. 91.020"™ L.A.M.C.)
Signed— Name
1
.o
Bureau of Engtaesertrg ADDRESS APPROVED T ft‘JA 4

SEWERS AVAILABLE
NOT AVAILABLE
DRIVEWAY APPROVED
HIGHWAY DEDICATION REWIRED

COMPLETED
ROOD CLEARANCE AFF1
APPROVED FOR]>aE~ X&ti.ey'tcatm,
Conservation PILE# s/0 thi-,

PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL
Plumbing SYSTEM APPROVED

. APPROVED UNDER
Planning CASE#

APPROVED (TITLE 1«

T/2W/67

< IXT

Fire IL,AIAL.CAS7W) mMrdBc&Z2*17%"

approved For

Traffic

Date



1428 N Mccadden Pl

Bldg-Altcr/Repair

1 or 2 Family Dwelling
Express Permit

No Plan Check

i. tract

BOYLE PLACE

a PARCEL INFORMATION

Area Planning Commission - Central
LADDS Branch Office - LA
Council District - 13

Certified Neighborhood Council - Central Hollywood

Community Plan Area - Hollywood
zorasts): RDI.5-1XL

4..P-0-Ci:MEKrS
Zi - ZI-1352

Z1 - Z1-2277
ZA-7.A-18293

BLOCK
18

SPA - Adaptive Reuse incentive Areas

JIZNEEKLISIIXSMB

LOT(sl

City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety

APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT
AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

ASS

Census Tract - 1907,00

District Map - 147AI85

Energy Zone - 9

Near Source Zone Distance -1.0
Thomas Brothers Map Grid - 593-E5

ORD - ORD-173562

CRA-ZI 1352 HOLLYWOOD
CPC -CPC-1999-2293-ICO
CPC - CPC-1999-324-1CO

IS, PROI'ERTV OWXZK TENANT. APPLICANT [WFORMATtOW

Oowner(s):

LELAND REGENT PROPERTIES

Tenant:

Applicant:
DIANA URIBE -

7, EXISTING USE

t'KOfOSIthUSK

(O Dwelling - Single Family

9. iriudgun Site A the:

149 HIGH!.AND AVE

(Relationship: Agent for Contractor)

P.0. BOX 3574

Application #:
Plan Check #:

Event Code:

Issued on: 05/22/2003
Last Status: Permit Finaled
Status Date: 09/16/2003

CWKIXmJLB.EE.if
M B 6-45

pabcei, id ium. a
147A185 156

CDBG - LARZ-Central Citv
BZA - BZA-1667

LOS ANGELES CA 90036

LOS ANGELES, CA. 90028 (323) 228-463 i

L PESCBtmQK.Of-W.QEK
GENERAL REHAB.

PAINTING & CERAMIC

IWAItmMCAIION PROCESSINCr INFORMATION

BLDG. PC By:
OK for Cashier:

Signature:

Oaaie Radford

DAS PC By:
Coord. OK:

Date:

u. rjaQZECi-YAUIiATiots & fee mroitiM.vnw Fi...i f« period

Permit Valuation: $10,000

FINAL TOTAL Bldg-Alter/Repair
Permit Fee Subtotal Bldg-Alter/Re
Fire Hydrant Refusc-To-Pay

E.Q. Instrumentation

0O.S. Surcharge

Sys. Surcharge

Planning Surcharge

Planning Surcharge Wise Fee
Permit Issuing Fee

Permit Fee-Single Inspection Flag

Sewer Cap ID:

11. ATTACHMENTS

211.43
165.00

1.00
3.72
11.16
5.55
5.00
20.00

PC Valuation:

Total Bond(s) Due:

For inspection requests, tail toll-free (888) LA4BUILD (52+-284S),
or request inspections via www.ladbs.org. To speak to a Call Center
agent, call 311 Outside LA. County, call (213) 473-3231.

For Cashier's Use Only

Payment Date: 05/22/03
Receipt No: LA04-092091
Amount: $21143

Method: Check

2003LA42932

FTRPO30 161000009799 F <™

03016 -10000 - 09799

Printed: 03/16/20 03:58 PM

I. ASSESSOR MKCELJ
5547 - 022 - 007

INSTALL DOORS, REPLACE KITCHEN CABINETS, SANDING,

W/O 8:31609799


http://www.ladbs.org

>3. I KI TN UIHi  {Note: Numeric measurement date in llie formed “number/number" implies “cbsiigc in numeric value t totas resulting numeric value") 03016- 10000 - 09799

14 AW.rCATION COMMENTS:

If. BUIDING HI LOCATE]l I-ROM;

i«. CONTRACTOR. VKCH1TKCTA I.NGIVEIR NAiUL AnDRuvss CLASS LiaxiL* phonkh
(C) AMERICAN GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 4769 WHST ADAMS B) VD. LOS ANGELES- CA 90016 D 651245 (523)463-0:92



1428 N Mccadden PI 1-8
Bldg-Addition
1 or 2 Family Dwelling
Plan Check

CONUT N U1 NF O m=+ th Ath ACX

pT

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 13

INSPECTION DISTRICT:

Permil Aoplication #:

City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety

PLOT PLAN ATTACHMENT

mim
7*1
J.
£
v<
Ji
i
r
K
i
£
I:<r\
T«
i
mmm A ><L°
pV
r -
U<l
3
Tr
r? I
AW
i
ftr Fi7yri y>'
R7052

MIgffFffsUM37651
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Form B-95a CITY OF LOS ANGELES
Certificate of #ccu$rancg

NOTEs Any change of use or occupancy must be approved
by the Department of Building and Safety,

l«ued June a, i19so

1428-30 H. Kocaaflon

Permit No. T~ 2453.8 ““ 1959
and Year

Hits certifies that, so far as ascertained by or made tenown to the undersigned, the building at above address comolles with th#
requirements of the Municipal Code, as follows; Ch, 1, as to permitted uses; Ch. 9, Arls?l, 3, 4, and 5; and vifth appSle re Eﬁements
of State Housing Act,—for following occupancies; ' c ed

1 story, typo V, 3.0* x 29* storage building.
0-1 Occupancy

G. E. MORRIS,
Superintendent of Buildup

By.



1428V Mccadden PI Application #: 03041 - 90000 - 13304

hsa
Plan Check #; Printed: 03/17/20 10:58AM
Event Code:
Electrical City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety Issued On: 06/18/2003
1 or 2 Family Dwellin
Express Pormit APPLICATION FOR ELECTRICAL Last Status: Permit Finaled
No Plan Check PLAN CHECK AND INSPECTION Status Date: 09/18/2003
1. PROPERTY OWWKH
LELAND REGENT PROPERTIES 149 HIGHLAND AVE LOS ANGELES CA 90036
1, APPLICANT INFORMATION  (Relationship: Net Applicant)
BARRY GLEIBERMAN - 720 S SANTA FE AVE LOS ANGELES, CA 90021 (213)489-4646
3. TENANT INFORMATION
a"E£QEiME£Eian;, ARCtuxEcr a AUIfHESS CLASS XJCOSEI EHOEJE;S

(C) BEAR CONTRACTORS INC 720 S SANTA FE AVENUE# LOS ANGELES, CA 90021 C10 688203 (213)489-4646

S, AEfHCAT[Qa-COMMENIE 6. DESCRIPTION OF WORK
O-Pcrmit paid by credit card, fax numbcr-> (213)489-4733, Install new 400 amp service

1. CHECKLIST ITEMS;

For inspection requests, call toll-free (888) LA4BUILD (524-2845).
or request inspections via www.ladbs.org To speak to a Cal! Center

8. COUNCIL DISTRICT: 13

9 APPLICATION PROCESSING INFORMATION agent call 311, Outside LA County, call (213) 473-3231.
Plan Check By:
OK for Cashier: For Cashier’s Use Only W/O #: 34113304
- .
a 3 Signature: Date:
c ™M
o <
T NOTICE:
-% 8 The work included in this permit shall not be construed as establishing the legal number of
8 8 dwelling units or guest rooms. That number is established by a Building Permit or a Certificate
= o ofOccupancy. Inthe event that any box (i.e. 1-10) is filled to its capacity, it is possible that
Z <« additional information has been captured electronically and could not be printed due to space
ﬁ g restrictions Nevertheless, the information printed exceeds that required by Section 19825 of
S 8 the Health and Safety Code ofthe State ofCalifornia.

lo. fee information Inspection Fee Period

Permit Fee: 70.20

INSPECTION TOTAL Electrical 70.20
Permit Total 7020
Permit Fee Subtotal Electrical 65.00
Permit One Stop Surcharge 1.30
Permit Sys. Development Surcharge 3.90
Permit Issuing Fee 0.00

Payment Date: 06/18/03
Receipt No: 1N050119702
Amount: $70.20

1
FF=03041900001 3304 IN™*™


http://www.ladbs.org

REPORT

Z. A. CASK HO. 18293
ZONK VARIANCE
ROBERT 1. GLUCKSTEIN

PROPERTY INVOLVED: An Interior record lot
located In the R4-2

Zone at 1428 North MoCadden Place, Hollywood District.

REQUEST: To permit continued use
of the wood-frame con-
verted dwelling as a theater workshop and office, with incidental
storage In accessory buildings and with accessory automobile park-
ing for a total of only five {5) automobiles, two of whloh are
indloated in the required front yard space adjacent to McCadden

Place.

The subject property has a 50 ft. frontage on the easterly side of

e
NoCadden Place and a depth of 142 ft. It is located approximately
v 210 ft. southerly of Sunset Boulevard and Is classified In the
R4-2 Zone In common with properties fronting and siding on HoCadden
I as Placs southerly of the Sunset Boulevard commercially sotted frontage
|3af and in common with properties fronting on both sides of Lelsnd Way
and Las Palmas Avenue. Other properties in the area are classified
in the 02 and 04 Zones.
i Highland Avenue and Sunset Boulevard are both classified as major
highways dedicated 100 ft. in width and fully improved. McCadden
Place Is a local street dedicated 50 ft. in width and fully Improved.
v The surrounding commercially zoned properties are improved with a

variety of neighborhood type retail uses, motels and theater-type
uses, and a few used car sales and auto repair uses, while the
resldentially zoned properties vary in density from one-story
single-family dwellings to 3-story apartment-hotel type buildings.
Many of the exXxisting apartment buildings were constructed at the
time offstreet parking was not required and resulting in the streets
being congested with on-street parking.

Abutting the subject property on the north is a resldentially zoned
lot which has transitional privileges and said lot is utilized as
a parking lot for the auto body and shop place. Adjoining the sub-
ject property on the south are two lots improved with a 3-stary
hotel type apartment building. Adjoining the subject property on
the east is a deep interior record lot improved with a 2-story



*_ A. CASE MO. 18293 Fagr 2

17-unit apartment building.

The involved property ia improved with a front building located
approximately 20 ft. from the front property line and obaerving
a aoutberly aide yard of 9 ft. and a northerly aide yard vary-
ft ing from 4 ft. to 7 ft. The rear portion of the property la
Improved with three one-atory buildings deaignated as storage
facilities. Said buildings have dimenociona of 10* x 36%*, 18* x
28', and 14’ x 15*. Awvailable records did not disclose any
building permits for the construction of the existing buildings.
However, in 1959, a building permit was issued for the construc-
_ tion of a 10' x 29 storage building, posalbly an addition to
' on# of the existing rear buildings. Also, a check with the
License and Tax Division of the City Clerk's office revealed a
pratbssional occupational license was issued in October 1965 for

this property.

1
"h Field investigation, conversation with one of the proposed in-
structors or managers of the theater workshop and details spe-
cified on the plot plan and application revealed that there is
an existing theater workshop on the site and said, facilities
have been In operation for a period of years and is now being
taken over by a new manager and apparently it was found that the
use was not a permitted one for the existing zoning. It was re-
vealed that In 1960, a business license of some sort was Issued
. at this address and that the property has been known as the
i tA. Harry Keaton Hollywood Film Players Studio Club’l, The ac-

' tivities of the proposed organization take place principally at
night and normally consist of three groups of active and pros-
pective actors and actresses, with their hours of operation

s J, - between the hours of 7:00 and 10t00 P.M. There are approximately

_P? enrolled 1ft the classes Which meet Monday, Wednesday
and Friday nights. The number may increase or decrease depending
upon “‘the season of the year and other determining factors.

The submitted plot plan revealed two parking spaces will be located
in the front yard area and three parking spaces located between
the front building and the rear storage buildings and access to

to the rear parking spaces will be through a 9 ft. in width paved

i driveway along the southerly property line from McCadden Place.
The front building will be utilized for two office spaces, two
dressing rooms, two bathrooms, a Kitchen and a "prop" room, with
the theater workshop area having dimensions of 23* x 28' and
containing an area of approximately 744 sq. ft.

The involved property is located in the Hollywood area where a
variety of theater-type activities and commercial uses including
many motels and hotels are being utilized without providing re-
jjuired offstreet parking facilities. The subject property is in
close proximity to many of the Hollywood-type activities and

maybe a reasonable type use to be located in the area. However,
this particular site is inadequate due to its size and location

to adjoining residential uses and its location upon a street having
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X. A. CASK HO. 18293 P»I* 3
Report

dedicated width of only 50 ft. and an improved roadway of Ildas
than what-» oonsidereddealrable. The location of parking
facilities In thaJVront yard area Is not a desirable factoraid
oannot he oondon#4* in a congested area as the Hollywood District.
The proposed three parking spaoea to he located on the rear por-
tion of the site will net he feasible and very Inaccessible due
to the limited turning radius and United width of the acceas
driveway. Investigation revealed the use has existed In the
building for a period of timej however, the existing violation

la no Justification for dsvlatlng from the regulations since such
a use would further cause parking congestion on abutting streets.
Th# field Invesltgatlen revealed the existing buildings ars some-
what in a dilapidated oonditim and would require extensive reha-
bllltation for human habitation and could not reasonably bs expected
to accommodate public.assembly without extensive repairs, Ths
proposed use appears to be a limited type operation but even a
limited activity on this interior lot In the existing building
would be detrimental to the area. The operation of an auto body
shop and other commercial uses In the area are no Justification
for placing an outright commercial use on this resldentially soned

lot.

fa B
or. whxie arm '
8-1-66 City Planning Associate

Please note that Job Order 0-22393 Issued 3/23/66 to discontinue
film production In the R4 Zone.
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Your appficaricn heroin wilt receive ftdt, fair and impartial comideration. Experts on the staff of this
department will fully investigate and analyze the subject-matter of your application without cost to you
other than the filing fee paid by you. The same full, fair and impartial consideration will be accorded
your application regardless ol whether or not you engage any person to represent you.

This information is furnished you for your protection against arty person who might indicate to you that
but for his services you would not receive the same full, fair and impartial consideration

;irr of los angeies—city punning department

Applicant's Affidavit

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
CITY OF LOS ANGELES, SS.
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES.

ROBERT X. GLUC&3TJISXU

being duly sworn, depose and say that | am the

(Print Seme In Tail)

OWNER?* of the property involved fat thi* application and that 1 have familiarized myself with

the requirements of the Chief Zoning Administrator with respect to preparing and filing this —s

application and that the foregoing statements and answers herein contained and the information on /,,
Y : o j

the attached map and property owners’ list thoroughly to the best of my ability present the argu-

ment in behalf of the application herewith requested and that the statements and information above

referred to are in all respects true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signed-

341 3. VKBMiljfr Ajg, LQ9 ASGEH3. .90005

Phene No....... 383-2623 Hailing Addrwa of Applicant Poctal Zone
LD
GOLDIE A. W!KSTEi$
Subscribed and sworn to before me [P P )
. -1 s, <" 1 Vi vmcWs. IT;:C Ve
/ Cstus/s’ v n/s-ﬂ'c--'SfJ 10> Z0tyu

n Elites Jort-rt M. Ir,yfc Notary Public
This is to certify tbat the foregoing application has been inspected by me and has been found to be
thorough and complete in every particular and to conform to tbe requirements of the Chief Stoning
Administrator governing the filing eff ouch application
State below the name, addrtag, mi pfceae Mtt
number of person to be contacted for detatia,
If other than above signatory.

Application -/jt&nNJL L
Name ... Application Completed and
Received sung Administrator o 18

Address............
L0 FtEU.

Phone No. ...... Sif B th.Otitic«Zx 1

We, the undersigned OWNERS of ADJACENT PROPERTY as shown upon map attached to the
application hereby certify that we have read the foregoing petition and agree that the facts stated,
correctly present the conditions surroundlng the property involved in this application, and be-
lieve the application SHOULD BE GRANTED (Add additional sheets where necessary. These

signatures are desirable but not demanded.) V-

Ni Lot Tract

(DO 1*0*
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v. jj. OWN u- J WEa ok
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NOTE: The law requires that the conditions set forth in the following three Sections 1, 2, and 3
MUST be established before a Variance CAN be fjrauted. Answers to these sections must be
complete and full.

Explain ill defoil wherein (four care conforms to the following requirements.

1. That the strict application of the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance would result in practical
difficulties or unnecessary hardships inconsistent with its general purpose and infent-

PROPERTY IS UNSUITABLI; MS RESIDENTIAL USE DUE TO LOCATION AND DUS TO
THE INTERIOR DESIGN WHICH IS USEFUL ONLY MR A THEATER WORKSHOP OR
SIMILAR USES, THUS APPLICANT HAS A PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY AND AN
UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP INCONSISTENT WITH THE GENERAL PURPOSE AND INTQJT
OP THIS ZONING ORDINANCE,

State fvfiy wherein your case conforms to the following r 'gntremente.

2. That there are exceptional circumstances or conditions applicable to the property involved or
to the intended use or development of the property that do not appiv generally to other property
in the same 'zone or neighborhood.

THE INTERIOR 0? THIS DWELLING WAS CONTESTED BY SOS PRIOR OWNER INTO
A SMALL THEATER COMPLETE WITH SOUND ROOMS AND OFFICES, BTC THUS
CREATING A RESIDENTIAL EXTERIOR WITHOUT OFFENDING THE NEIGHBORHOOD,
THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS BOUNDED ON TBS NORTH BY A STORAGE TABU ?0fi
WRECKED AUTOS AND AN AUTO BODY SHOP, IT IS BOUNDED ON THE WEST BY A
NARROW CCVMEaOIAL BLOCK WHICH EXTENDS FROM SUNSET BLTO= sSLY TO

DS LCNGFRK AFX.

SLY OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS A FOUR STORY APT. HOTEL WHICH IS OWNED
BY THE APPLICANT.

THE PROPOSED 031 WILL BE AS INTERIM USE UNTIL THIS AREA IS READY FOR
HEAVIER COMMERCIAL 1.

Stole Judy wherein imif cate witt/ie* thene requirement*

3.  That the granting of a variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injur-
ious to the property or improvements in such zone or neighborhood in which the property is
located.

THE PROPOSED USE IS INSIDE THE BLDG. WITH NO NOISE TO BOTHER ANYONE
THE BLDG. 13 KEPT IN GOOD CONDITION AND WITH THE SURROUNDING MWKRCZAI
USES THIS PROPERTY OANWOT 21 DitTRUtSHTAL TO THE AREA.

NOTE: A Zoning Administrator, before granting any variance, is required to make a written find-
ing of facts from the showing applicant makes that the three above enumerated conditions exist
and in addition thereto mint find that the granting of such variance will not be contrary to
the objectives of the Master Plan.

(31



Zoning Service Company
planning and Zoning <'onsultanti

297 9. SPRING STREET - LOS ANOELES. CALIFORNIA 90012
T«LfAHON* 62ft-1780
1T VAtilt 715-0016

»

Zoning (.asrs Prepare,
Mapping

Gunerthips

Plat /’/an*

Rrseartb

Jipptoitd by i, (is Angeles City Planning Commission jot the Preparation of Required Use Maps und (in nership t |

0

OWNERSHIP LIST
ZONK VARIANCE
o APPLICANT  ROBERT X. CaJCJOHSTim

0

V

X HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN 13 THUS AND CORRECT IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE RECORDS OF THE CITY CLERK, CITY ENGINEER AND CITY HANNING

SKEMRTHCNT.

0>

rnmaorair

ZONING SERVICE COMPANY

la. /r% I



Additional Contemporary Photos
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1428 North McCadden Place - Morris Kight Residence
West elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020
e 'MFFE
Vi v *
a
<V
-i
i
it
l:
wv
-9 V
” J
J 1428 North McCadden Place - Morris Kight Residence
b West elevation, front door

Photograph taken: May 8, 2020
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1428 North McCadden Place - Morris Kight Residence

West elevation, view from street
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1428 North McCadden Place - Morris Kight Residence

North elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020
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1428 North McCadden Place - Morris Kight Residence
East elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020
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1428 North McCadden Place - Morris Kight Residence
South elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020
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1428 North McCadden Place - Morris Kight Residence
Small structure behind subject property (address is 1430 North McCadden Place)
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020
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1428 North McCadden Place - Morris Kight Residence
Storage structures behind subject property
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



Historical Photos

JOIN THE MOVEMENT TO DEFEAT PROPOSITION £

In Las Angeles, two oiganiiarJons Jiave developed to meet tltf threu poseJ hy Profiositlori IS. Tbdi uciiinvemeiits and
sttiiirlei jre tim.111ii:? cdjp of the gnowinF movement to defeat PropotitLfm &, Tliey »rt:

THE NO ON BRIGGS / PROPOSITION 6 INITIATIVE COMMITTEE, NOD1C
NOB 1C caries out several important tasks, which are
* Gttttlerisignnd sharing informatrOrluir till the groups add activities opposed to Proposition 6,
* Plitmiinp a lawsuit to challenge Proposition 6 on procedural and cons-tildtiOflil ;vr..v..nOS.
* Sponsors Frank Vei'scross-California "Walk Against Briggs'l,

* Gathers arid disseminates information about fraud, forgery, and misregrtwntaiiaii in eonnoction with, th*
cimitlation of petitions and signatures for Proposition 6.

THE COMMITTEE AGAINST THE BRIGGS INITIATIVE, CADI

L AHI was founded ala conference the same week that the BrrgES initiatr'c, F:Cposition 5, became a real
threat. The Los Angeles Committee Against the Rriggs initiative is part of a growing statewide network of
CAST'S who plan to build a massive vi-sible, peaceful response to this threat against everyone’s civil iiherties.

CADI has a strategy aimed at winning, geared towards defeat of Proposition 6. Proposition 6 is the only
subject of business for CARL and CABI is open to all who oppose it.

Massive distribution of literature, rallies and peace Put demonstrations, voter education and outreach to all
Californians who can bt convinced are some of die major projects CABI is currently working on,

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN WORKING IN THK COMMITTEE AGAINST THE BRIGGS ENITLATIVE,
PLEASE COME TO ONE OF OUR MEETINGS,

HOLLYWOOD

-
high school
SUNSET

* fakxjnc

CABI MEETS EVERY THURSDAY NIGJT AT 2 é 1 1«<8N. McCAPPEN
7:K> AT 142S NORTH MtCADDEN PEACE IN < el PLACE
LOS ANGELES, NEAR THE INTERSECTIONS S 9
OF SUNSET AND HIGHLAND T =
dip end Mail to; CABI/LA 1428 N, HtCuHfJi Place, Phone* |213) 463-332* A 664-5354
Los Angeles. CA 90028
O | endorse CABI/LA- My name can he used lot O ! can volunteer! Phone me at;
other ajiri-’Brigjg activities sponsored by CABI/LA.
| can dunate: U 85 O 510 O S4R.95 Ot
Signature Name
Address City State Zip

Name and Address-of Employer
Required for contributions ewer SJO.

DISTRIBUTED RY CABI and NOBTC ea” be reached at
M28 NORTH McCADJtN PLACE

LOB AhIG&LES, CALIFORNIA PDCIS
(213> 4(03928 w 463-3184

CABI, NOBIC headquarters at McCadden Place, 1975
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender
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MurrLsKfghcTiJbuiu ui tha AmbassadorHoie] with U-i): SheltkmAndebcn, Hand
Schrader,WallaceAlbcman,Troy Petty, Jim Kepner. unidentified maLe, unidentiiied tnafe,
.nidcjilifted female, Ivy Boilini, Gloria AUredr Al (Jordon, Peari Gordon. nam by pm flitr™ m it*ran

. uke$ UuilLtHJ7-ht)6. CINt National ti*y K- Lcffcbn AlCtttto, LwAnplct rjLlifrjtiiia

i977. “.No (ui 6” fundrelKir Ujiridentllied woman, Menin M. Dymally, mortis. FrankVd, Gene
l.aPleiia, unidentified mar. Jhmtly fei liwco, Par Rnrw FtycraC612tQ7~006.GNENadgrn] GiJ-hLnfetai

mLtiivt>. [jm Anjrdcit, CnlIfDrnni.

“No on 6” fundraiser at McCadden Place, 1977
Photo courtesy: Mary Ann Cherry, Morris Kight: Humanist, Liberationisn Fantabulist
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“No on 6” fundraiser at McCadden Place, 1977
Photo courtesy; Mary Ann Cherry. Morris Kight: Humanis/, | iberationist, Fantabulist

13
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Ls» A,nsdn W*ysr Tom bradtoyand SWttMaH Pmadwii Mwfii KlgftJ P(k*h hr hi Bsow

Los Angeles Mayor Bradley and Kight. 1977
Photo courtesy; Los Angeles Public Library. Archives of Sexuality and Gender. Newsletter of Stonewall Democratic Club



Morris Kight with Harvey Milk (and Christopher S. Dogg) at McCadden Place, 1978
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives
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Morris Kight and Governor Jerry Brown, 1978
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender, Philadelphia Gay News
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Gay activists Jim Kepner (left), MorriH Ki*ht (right) and Friend visit the offices

of California Proposition 6 initiator John V. Brings. Nobody was home-Phot:
by Letand Afrjjas.

Jim Kepner and Morris Kight, 1978
Photo courtesy; Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender
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Stonewall Democratic Club ad/meeting notice, 1978
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives

VJO ON THE E RINGS IIMITIATIVfC:
_ CCIMN i TTTEE
laaa m. Wl caocoeini PL.

LOS ArUGENES, CA nooae
iff

NOBIC headquarters at McCadden Place, 1978
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender
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Gore Vidal, Ed Edelman, and Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1980s
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives
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Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives



nN «

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives
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Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives, Mary Ann Cherry
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Morris Kight during his annual solstice party at McCadden Place, 1981
Photo courtesy: Mary Ann Cherry, Morris Kight: Humanist, | ihrititionist. hantabulist
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Morris Kight’s McCadden Residence, interior, 1984
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives



*Vv

let Angalat Human Attorfomt Comjn™*tf*n afllcvit mtrtcta (Hfljrii Kight. Ehanvf
mtantano. Pay Bartlett and Jamat M. Rlawat.

Kight Sworn inas Human
Relations Commission VP

Morris Kight sworn in as Vice President of Los Angeles Human Relations Commission, 1984
Photo courtesy: Frontiers Magazine

Morris Kight and Jim Kepner at McCadden Place, 1985
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives



Morris Kight with his best friend.

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1985
Photo courtesy: LA Weekly
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Morris Kight in window of home he believes was Buster Keaton's.
It now houses an art gallery that benefits the gay community.

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1986
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times
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Small portion of Kight’s art collection at McCadden Place, 1986
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times
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To many, Morris Kighi is ihe (jay movement's "'grand old man."'

Morris Kight with his beloved best friend at McCadden Place, 1988
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times
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Lesbian LA, CouncHwomen Jackie Goldberg, with County Humrt Rights
Commissioner Morris Kight, introduced domestic partners legislation; It
passed tfov, 23,

Morris Kight with Los Angeles Councilmember Goldberg, 1993
Photo courtesy: Frontiers Magazine

Grand Marshal
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Morris Kight as Grand Marshall, 1995
Photo courtesy: Gay and Lesbian Times
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Morris Kight at McCadden Place letterhead, 1980s-1990s
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Morris Kight at McCadden Place letterhead, date unknown
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Morris Kight on Hollywood Boulevard, blocks away from his McCadden Place and where the first CSW parade/march was held, 1999
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times
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Kight speaks at McCadden Place, date unknown
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator

Kight visits his McCadden Place with documenatarian, 1999
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator
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Kight visits his McCadden Place with documenatarian, 1999
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator
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Morris Kight Square, located at McCadden Place and Hollywood Boulevard
Photo courtesy: Kate Eggert, 2020
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Christopher Street West plaque in sidewalk, located at McCadden Place and Hollywood Boulevard
Photo courtesy: Kate Eggert, 2020



City of Los Angeles

Ciman Department of City Planning
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&VDEO$" PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
PROPERTY ADDRESSES Address/Legal Information

1428 N MCCADDEN PL
1430 N MCCADDEN PL

PIN Number
Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated)

Thomas Brothers Grid

147A185 156
7,141.0 (sq ft)
PAGE 593 - GRID E5

ZIP CODES Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5547022007
90028 Tract BOYLE PLACE
Map Reference M B 6-45
RECENT ACTIVITY Block None
ENV-2022-3606-CE Lot 18
CHC-2022-3605-HCM Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None
Map Sheet 147A185
CASE NUMBERS Jurisdictional Information
CPC-2018-6005-CA Community Plan Area Hollywood
CPC-2016-1450-CPU Area Planning Commission Central

CPC-2013-3169
CPC-2003-2115-CRA
CPC-2002-1128-CA
CPC-1999-324-ICO
CPC-1999-2293-ICO

Neighborhood Council
Council District
Census Tract #
LADBS District Office

Central Hollywood
CD 13 - Mitch O'Farrell
1907.02

Los Angeles Metro

Permitting and Zoning Compliance Information

CPC-1986-835-GPC Administrative Review None
ORD-175038 Planning and Zoning Information

ORD-173562 Special Notes None
ORD-165658-SA130 Zoning RD1.5-1XL

ZA-19XX-18293
BZA-1667
ENV-2019-4121-ND
ENV-2018-6006-CE

Zoning Information (ZI)

General Plan Land Use

Z1-2374 State Enterprise Zone: Los Angeles
Z1-2488 Redevelopment Project Area: Hollywood
Z1-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

Low Medium Il Residential

ENV-2016-1451-EIR General Plan Note(s) Yes
ENV-2013-3170-CE Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No
ENV-2002-1131-ND Specific Plan Area None
ENV-2002-1130-ND Subarea None
Special Land Use / Zoning None
Historic Preservation Review No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None
Other Historic Designations None
Other Historic Survey Information None
Mills Act Contract None
CDO: Community Design Overlay None
CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None
Subarea None
CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None
HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No
NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No
POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None
RFA: Residential Floor Area District None
RIO: River Implementation Overlay No
SN: Sign District No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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Streetscape No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area

Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

Residential Market Area Medium-High
Non-Residential Market Area High
Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 3
RPA: Redevelopment Project Area Hollywood
Central City Parking No
Downtown Parking No
Building Line None
500 Ft School Zone Active: Hollywood Senior High

Active: Hollywood Senior High (New Media Magnet)
Active: Hollywood Senior High (Performing Arts Magnet)

500 Ft Park Zone No

Assessor Information

Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5547022007

Ownership (Assessor)
Ownerl KAHANA,TAL TR TAL KAHANA TRUST AND
Owner2 STARK,PAZ K TR PAZ K STARK TRUST
Address 1929 N CURSON AVE

LOS ANGELES CA 90046

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land

Records)
Owner KAHANA, TAL (TRUSTEE) TAL KAHANA 2007 REVOCABLE INTER
VIVOS TRUST (ET AL)
Address 6000 TEMPLE HILL DR
LOS ANGELES CA 90068
APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.164 (ac)
Use Code 0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence
Assessed Land Val. $1,092,162
Assessed Improvement Val. $280,812
Last Owner Change 05/09/2017
Last Sale Amount $9
Tax Rate Area 200
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 916927
590863-4
2363875
1894467
1290707
1083562
0-288
Building 1
Year Built 1910
Number of Units 2
Number of Bedrooms 6
Number of Bathrooms 6
Building Square Footage 3,263.0 (sq ft)
Building 2 No data for building 2
Building 3 No data for building 3
Building 4 No data for building 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5547022007]
Additional Information
Airport Hazard None
Coastal Zone None
Farmland Area Not Mapped
Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone
Fire District No. 1
Flood Zone

Watercourse

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties

Methane Hazard Site
High Wind Velocity Areas

Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-

13372)
Wells
Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone
Nearest Fault (Distance in km)
Nearest Fault (Name)
Region
Fault Type
Slip Rate (mm/year)
Slip Geometry
Slip Type
Down Dip Width (km)
Rupture Top
Rupture Bottom
Dip Angle (degrees)
Maximum Magnitude
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone
Landslide
Liquefaction
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area
Tsunami Inundation Zone
Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District
Hubzone
Opportunity Zone
Promise Zone
State Enterprise Zone
Housing
Direct all Inquiries to
Telephone
Website
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
Ellis Act Property
AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Address
Year Built
Use Code

Notes

Public Safety
Police Information
Bureau
Division / Station
Reporting District
Fire Information

Bureau

No

No

Outside Flood Zone
No

No

None

No

No

None

0.97084896

Hollywood Fault

Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin
B

1.00000000

Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique
Poorly Constrained
14.00000000

0.00000000

13.00000000

70.00000000

6.40000000

No

No

No

No

No

None

None

Yes

None

LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

Los Angeles Housing Department

(866) 557-7368

https://housing.lacity.org

No [APN: 5547022007]

No

See Notes

5547022007

1428 N MCCADDEN PL

1910

0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

The property is subject to AB 1482 only ifthe owner is a corporation,
limited liability company, or a real estate investment trust.

West
Hollywood
646

West

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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https://housing.lacity.org

Batallion 5
District / Fire Station 27
Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number:
Required Action(s):

Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):

Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):

Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):

Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):

Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:

Required Action(s):

CPC-2018-6005-CA
CA-CODE AMENDMENT

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

CPC-2016-1450-CPU

CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN
CPC-2013-3169

Data Not Available

THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21,12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

CPC-2003-2115-CRA

CRA-COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

First Amendment to the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan
CPC-2002-1128-CA

CA-CODE AMENDMENT

CPC-1999-324-ICO
ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

CPC-1999-2293-ICO

ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE.

CPC-1986-835-GPC

GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

PLAN AMENDMENTS AND ZONE CHANGES FOR THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION/ZONING CONSISTENCY
PROGRAM

ZA-19XX-18293
Data Not Available

ENV-2019-4121-ND
ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

ENV-2018-6006-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

ENV-2016-1451-EIR

EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN
ENV-2013-3170-CE

CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
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Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21,12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

Case Number: ENV-2002-1131-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number: ENV-2002-1130-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s):

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-175038

ORD-173562
ORD-165658-SA130

BZA-1667

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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