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Comments for Public Posting:  PUBLIC COMMENT: The proposed fee hike will have a

negativity impact on working-class Angelenos in Los Angeles,
myself included. The proposed fee hike will impact working class
Angeleno's across the city. Many people are already struggling to
make ends meet. The cost of food, fuel, rent, utilities, etc. has
gone up during the past years. Economic uncertainty is at an
all-time high, and we are concerned about how we are going to
pay for new taxes and fees. The Department of Sanitation didn't
do enough community outreach in the community. Many people
were not aware of the proposed fee increase. The city didn't do
enough community outreach and or not enough engagement with
residents. I oppose another fee increase at a time when we are
already paying higher taxes and higher fees in the City of Los
Angeles. The City should reverse course and conduct more
community outreach to get more public input on this issue before
proceeding forward on another fee increase. 
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Trash collection services in Los Angeles have been operating at a loss, according to a consulting firm’sTrash collection services in Los Angeles have been operating at a loss, according to a consulting firm’s
report. The City Council is considering an increase in solid waste collection fees for fiscal 2025-26 as thereport. The City Council is considering an increase in solid waste collection fees for fiscal 2025-26 as the
city overall faces a $1 billion budget shortfall. (File photo by Chuck Bennett/Daily Breeze/SCNG)city overall faces a $1 billion budget shortfall. (File photo by Chuck Bennett/Daily Breeze/SCNG)
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Los Angeles trash collection fees willLos Angeles trash collection fees will
jump to $55.95 for all householdsjump to $55.95 for all households
Some L.A. residents said they were caught off guard by theSome L.A. residents said they were caught off guard by the

huge proposed hikehuge proposed hike
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Residents in Los Angeles will soon see Residents in Los Angeles will soon see much higher trash collection billsmuch higher trash collection bills, after the Los Angeles, after the Los Angeles

City Council on Friday, April 11, approved a major fee increase – in most cases more thanCity Council on Friday, April 11, approved a major fee increase – in most cases more than

doubling what people currently pay.doubling what people currently pay.

Monthly rates for single-family homes are set to jump 54%, from $36.32 to $55.95 next year.Monthly rates for single-family homes are set to jump 54%, from $36.32 to $55.95 next year.

Apartment buildings and other multi-family homes will see a steeper increase of 130%, fromApartment buildings and other multi-family homes will see a steeper increase of 130%, from

$24.33 to $55.95. By 2029, the monthly bill for all customers is expected to reach $65.93.$24.33 to $55.95. By 2029, the monthly bill for all customers is expected to reach $65.93.

The decision comes as the city faces The decision comes as the city faces a $1 billion budget shortfalla $1 billion budget shortfall. Some residents said the trash. Some residents said the trash

fee hike will be used to close the budget gap, but officials said trash service costs have risen.fee hike will be used to close the budget gap, but officials said trash service costs have risen.

The city hasn’t raised trash collection rates since 2008, but costs have steadily increased, cityThe city hasn’t raised trash collection rates since 2008, but costs have steadily increased, city

officials said.officials said.

Since 2020-2021, the city’s general fund has been subsidizing the Solid Resources Program,Since 2020-2021, the city’s general fund has been subsidizing the Solid Resources Program,

which covers trash collection and recycling, said Barbara Romero, director and generalwhich covers trash collection and recycling, said Barbara Romero, director and general

manager of Los Angeles Sanitation & Environment. The city’s general fund began coveringmanager of Los Angeles Sanitation & Environment. The city’s general fund began covering

trash collection costs in 2020 with a $3.9 million subsidy. That amount has grown to moretrash collection costs in 2020 with a $3.9 million subsidy. That amount has grown to more

than $200 million a year, now paying for nearly 40% of the program’s costs.than $200 million a year, now paying for nearly 40% of the program’s costs.

“That percentage will continue to increase if we do not have a rate adjustment,” Romero said.“That percentage will continue to increase if we do not have a rate adjustment,” Romero said.

“This steep jump in operational cost in the last five years is attributed to multiple factors. One,“This steep jump in operational cost in the last five years is attributed to multiple factors. One,

increased labor and fuel cost; changes to the program to meet environmental and regulatoryincreased labor and fuel cost; changes to the program to meet environmental and regulatory

mandates; and the global economic changes — especially in recycling.”mandates; and the global economic changes — especially in recycling.”

But many residents said the higher trash fees will add to already rising living costs.But many residents said the higher trash fees will add to already rising living costs.

”It’s going to have an impact on our income,” long-time Sun Valley resident Lionel Mares said.”It’s going to have an impact on our income,” long-time Sun Valley resident Lionel Mares said.

“Food is costly right now, fuel is expensive, insurance has gone up for home insurance, vehicle“Food is costly right now, fuel is expensive, insurance has gone up for home insurance, vehicle

insurance has gone up, and property taxes have gone up this past year. And another increaseinsurance has gone up, and property taxes have gone up this past year. And another increase

in our utilities will just add to our economic woes.”in our utilities will just add to our economic woes.”

Some residents said they were caught off guard by the proposed hike, and felt the city didn’tSome residents said they were caught off guard by the proposed hike, and felt the city didn’t

do enough to notify the public.do enough to notify the public.

“ This is not a game-changer. This is a one-thing-after-another disaster,” said Mihran“ This is not a game-changer. This is a one-thing-after-another disaster,” said Mihran

Kalaydjian, president of the Winnetka Neighborhood Council, speaking in his personalKalaydjian, president of the Winnetka Neighborhood Council, speaking in his personal

capacity. “That is a three time increase, and especially (when) we never received any financialcapacity. “That is a three time increase, and especially (when) we never received any financial

information, or how they would increase.”information, or how they would increase.”

He said the city failed to properly communicate with Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils,He said the city failed to properly communicate with Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils,

Neighborhood Council Budget Advocates and the communities about the fee increaseNeighborhood Council Budget Advocates and the communities about the fee increase

proposal, and provided only one brief statement about the increase a few months ago withoutproposal, and provided only one brief statement about the increase a few months ago without

any follow-up information.any follow-up information.

Kalaydjian added: “ We are facing a nearly $1 billion budget shortfall. How the Los AngelesKalaydjian added: “ We are facing a nearly $1 billion budget shortfall. How the Los Angeles

elected officials are trying to come up with a true formula for weathering these difficultelected officials are trying to come up with a true formula for weathering these difficult

financial times, and how they’re trying to charge more for city services? It’s unclear andfinancial times, and how they’re trying to charge more for city services? It’s unclear and

confusing.”confusing.”
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Mares agreed. He said the city should have done more outreach to clearly explain theMares agreed. He said the city should have done more outreach to clearly explain the

proposed trash fee rates. He recalled the city sent out a survey by mail a few months ago thatproposed trash fee rates. He recalled the city sent out a survey by mail a few months ago that

asked residents whether they supported or opposed the proposed changes, and the surveyasked residents whether they supported or opposed the proposed changes, and the survey

asked for their thoughts on sanitation services.asked for their thoughts on sanitation services.

“I don’t think that was enough,” he said. “I think there should have been more outreach, more“I don’t think that was enough,” he said. “I think there should have been more outreach, more

informational sessions in communities to let them know that the city was proposing to raiseinformational sessions in communities to let them know that the city was proposing to raise

their collection fees for trash.”their collection fees for trash.”

Currently, the city charges one rate for single-family homes and duplexes, and a lower rate forCurrently, the city charges one rate for single-family homes and duplexes, and a lower rate for

larger multi-family properties. But city staff say it now costs about the same to collect trashlarger multi-family properties. But city staff say it now costs about the same to collect trash

from all types of homes. As a result, everyone will pay the same monthly rate under the newfrom all types of homes. As a result, everyone will pay the same monthly rate under the new

plan.plan.

The new rates are scheduled to take effect on Jan. 1, 2026, with smaller increases in the fourThe new rates are scheduled to take effect on Jan. 1, 2026, with smaller increases in the four

years after that.years after that.
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