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9/18/2025 

Community Impact Statement (CIS)​
Council File: 23-0600-S9 

Position: Against 

Statement: 

The Highland Park community is already facing steep increases in essential costs. State Farm 
insurance premiums for many local residents rose an average of 17% for homeowners, 15% for 
renters and condominiums, and 38% for rental dwellings as of June 1, according to CalMatters. 
The City Council also recently approved a 22% increase in the sanitation sewage fee—from $75 
to $92—with further increases scheduled that will ultimately double prior rates (LAist). At the 
same time, the sanitation general fund subsidy ballooned from $3.9 million in FY 2020–21 to 
nearly $230 million in 2025, without clear explanations to taxpayers. 

Layering a new set of LADWP rate hikes on top of these rising costs is neither fair nor 
sustainable. Our stakeholders are deeply concerned about affordability, particularly for low- and 
moderate-income households. The City must prioritize transparency, provide detailed 
justifications for proposed increases, and develop equitable solutions that protect residents from 
bearing the brunt of local budget mismanagement. 

For these reasons, the Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council stands in opposition to the 
LADWP rate hikes proposed in Council File 23-0600-S9. 
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