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Comments for Public Posting: Please see attached letter from Brentwood Community Council
opposing the historic landmark designation of Marilyn Monroe's
home, and of Brentwood Community Council's support for
relocating the home.



149 South Barrington Ave.
Box 194

Los Angeles, California 90049
www.bcc90049.0org

March 4, 2024

Planning and Land Use Management Committee
Via email to: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org

Re: CF 23-0953 - 12305 West 5% Helena Drive/Marilyn Monroe
Residence/Historic-Cultural Monument/Special Motion 1 -
OPPOSE Historic-Cultural Monument

Dear Councilmembers:

The Brentwood Community Council (“BCC”) is the broadest based Brentwood
community organization, representing approximately 35,000 stakeholders of the 90049
community. BCC includes 13 homeowners’ associations, multi-family residential
dwellers, business organizations, schools, religious groups, volunteer service groups,
public safety and environmental organizations.

At a duly held meeting of the Board of the BCC on March 3, 2024, the Board voted to
OPPOSE the inclusion of the “Marilyn Monroe Residence” in the list of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

Among the reasons for opposing the designation are the following:

Bel Air Knolls Property Owners Association * Bel Air Skycrest Property Owners Association * Brentwood Hills Homeowners Association * Brentwood
Glen Association * Brentwood Homeowners Association * Brentwood Park Property Owners Association * Crestwood Hills Association® Mandeville
Canyon Association * Mountaingate Open Space Management Association * Residential Neighbors of the Brentwood School * South Brentwood
Residents’ Association * Sullivan Canyon Property Owners Association * Upper Mandeville Canyon Property Owners' Association * Brentwood Village
Chamber of Commerce * Civic * Educational Institutions - Independent and Public * Environmental * Land Use * Members-At-Large * Ministerial *
Multi-Family Residential * Public Safety * San Vicente Business District * Transportation
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If the Property is designated a Monument, anyone who wished to view the Property
would have to remain on public roadway and be able to see only a wall and gate. The
purpose of a monument is to be seen and/or experienced in person - neither of which
would be possible at the Property. It would be pointless to designate the view of a fence
and gate as a Historic-Cultural Monument (because that is the only part of the privately-
owned Monument that anyone would be allowed to see from public space).

Nevertheless, individual tourists and the tour buses would seek out the address of a
Marilyn Monroe Monument and disturb the peace and quiet of our residential
neighborhood and cause a traffic impact on very narrow streets (only to find out there is
nothing to see).

Referring to the Brentwood house, the Richard Meryman article in Life magazine at the
time of Monroe's death said: “She had refused LIFE any pictures of it, saying, "I don't
want everybody to see exactly where I live, what my sofa or my fireplace looks like. Do
you know the book Everyman? Well, I want to stay just in the fantasy of Everyman.” In
other words, Marilyn Monroe would be opposed to designating the Property as a
Monument.

Although we acknowledge that Marilyn Monroe is a Hollywood icon, there are no facts
supporting that Marilyn Monroe achieved significance or made historic contributions to
the entertainment industry during her brief residence of less than a year at the Property.

The attached letter from the owner of the rights to the Marilyn Monroe Estate
advocates for relocation of the Monroe house to a new site that is publicly accessible.
We support efforts by all parties to accomplish that. However, if the house gets
designated as a Monument, it will never be moved because of the difficult process
necessary to move a Monument, including the expense of a required Environmental

Impact Report.

Sincerely,

4

Carolyn Jordan
Chair, Brentwood Community Council
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authentic

February 1, 2024
Dear Councilmember Park:

My name is Seth Lehman, Senior Vice President, Associate General Counsel of
Entertainment at Authentic Brands Group (“Authentic”). We arc one of the world’s leading
brand management companies, with the mission to evolve, transform and reimagine global
brands. We own and control the rights for many iconic global personalities including
Shaquille O’Neal, Muhammad Ali, Elvis Presley, David Beckham, as well as own many
iconic apparel, athletic and media companies, such as Reebok and Sports Illustrated. We also
co-own Elvis Presley's former home, Graceland, which operates as a museum and a premiere
tourist destination.

Authentic is also the owner of the rights to the Marilyn Monroe Estate. We strongly believe
that relocation of the Marilyn Monroe house from its current location at 12305 Sth Helena
Drive to a new site that is publicly accessible would be an incredible opportunity to open the
Marilyn Monroe house to the public, and we are very interested in being involved in that
effort. The world's first permanent stand-alone exhibit and museum devoted to Marilyn
Monroe would be an incredible way to further her legacy as a powerful female icon.

From a timing standpoint, we are interested in having the home relocated, restored and open
to the public by June 1, 2026, which will mark Marilyn Monroe’s 100th birthday!

We think that this relocation and restoration would be an incredible opportunity to create
somcthing unique for Marilyn Monroe fans, cinema fans, and to enhance tourism overall in
Los Angeles.

We hope that you will support the plan to relocate the home before designating it in its new
location, so that we and others working with the Bank family can make this vision a reality.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sincerely,

/Scth Lehman
Senior Vice President, Associate General Counsel of Entertainment

slehman@authentic.com

1411 BROADWAY, 21" FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10018 | 212.760.2410 | authentic.com




