
Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Brentwood Homeowners Association
Date Submitted: 03/02/2024 01:42 PM
Council File No: 23-0953 
Comments for Public Posting:  BHA OPPOSES the designation of 12305 5th Helena Drive as an

Historic-Cultural Monument because it would be legally
erroneous to determine that the property conforms with the
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March 1, 2024 
 
Planning and Land Use Management Committee  
Via email to: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org 
 
Re: CF 23-0953; 12305 West 5th Helena Drive / Marilyn Monroe Residence / Historic-Cultural Monument / Special 
Motion 1; OPPOSE 
 
Dear Councilmembers, 
 
The Brentwood Homeowners Association (BHA) represents approximately 4,500 single family homes and 
condominiums north of San Vicente Blvd to the Santa Monica Mountains, west of the 405, and east of Canyon View 
Drive.  The property at 12305 West 5th Helena Drive (“Property”) resides within these boundaries. 
 
BHA opposes the designation of this property as an Historic-Cultural Monument for the following reasons: 
 

• It would be legally erroneous to determine that the property at 12305 5th Helena Drive (“Property”) 
conforms with the definition of a Monument pursuant to LAMC Section 22.171.7.   

 
• It would be an abuse of discretion to include the Property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
It would be legally erroneous to determine that the property at 12305 5th Helena Drive (“Property”) conforms with 
the definition of a Monument pursuant to LAMC Section 22.171.7. 
The Cultural Heritage Commission (“CHC”) found that the Property “is associated with the lives of historic personages 
important to national, state, city, or local history” as the home of Marilyn Monroe. However, that Finding was 
erroneously based on the CHC erroneously stating that the Property was the residence of Marilyn Monroe in 1962 
(over 61 years ago). In fact, the California State Board of Equalization determined “At the time of her death in 1962, 
Marilyn Monroe was a resident of the State of New York.” Further, Marilyn Monroe resided part of every year from 
1957 to 1961 at the penthouse condo at 444 East 57th St in New York City.  
 
There is no substantial evidence that supports the Property having been associated with the life of Marilyn Monroe. 
The primary association of the Property with Marilyn Monroe is as the place she committed suicide. The CHC was 
unable to find that Marilyn Monroe achieved significance or made historic contributions to the entertainment 
industry during her brief residence of less than a year at the Property. The only specific events of Marilyn Monroe at 
the Property that the CHC was able to cite were one interview with Richard Meryman and two photography sessions.  
If the CHC had looked at the article published after the Meryman interview, it would have found the following: “In the 
morning, the garbage men that go by 57th Street when I come out the door say, "Marilyn, hi! How do you feel this 
morning?" To me, it's an honour, and I love them for it.” Hence, even in that one interview in 1962 (published after 
her death), Marilyn Monroe described her morning routine as associated with her New York residence.  Another 
revealing statement in the article said: “She had refused LIFE any pictures of it, saying, "I don't want everybody to see 
exactly where I live, what my sofa or my fireplace looks like. Do you know the book Everyman? Well, I want to stay 
just in the fantasy of Everyman." In other words, Marilyn Monroe would be opposed to designating the Property as a 
Monument. 
	
It would be an abuse of discretion to include the Property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 
The Property is located at the end of a narrow cul de sac street. Making the Property a tourist site would 
endanger the safety and peace and quiet of the neighboring community. It is for this reason, among others, that 
the owner of the Property and the three surrounding homeowner associations (representing thousands of 
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residents) oppose the designation of the Property as a Monument. Attached are letters, incorporated herein, 
from the Brentwood Homeowners Association, Brentwood Park Property Owners Association, and Mandeville 
Canyon Association which prove it would be an abuse of discretion to designate the Property a Historic-Cultural 
Monument. The letters from these associations make clear that designation of the Property as a Monument 
would be of no benefit to the City of Los Angeles and, in fact, would have a significant adverse impact on the 
neighborhood. 

The Property is privately owned and designation as a monument would not require the owner to give access to 
the Property to anyone. The owner graciously allowed Commissioners of the CHC to have access to the Property 
and they made their recommendation based in part on their experience on the Property. But anyone else who 
wished to view the Property would have to remain on public roadway and be able to see only a wall and gate. 
The purpose of a monument is to be seen and/or experienced in person – neither of which would be possible at 
the Property. It would be an abuse of discretion to designate the following view (the house in the background is 
NOT the Monroe house) as a Historic-Cultural Monument: 

A prejudicial abuse of discretion is established if the City has not proceeded in a manner required by law or if the 
determination is not supported by substantial evidence.  Such a prejudicial abuse of discretion would be 
demonstrated in this matter if City Council designates the Property as a Historic-Cultural Monument. 

Sincerely, 

Thelma Waxman 
President 

cc: Councilwoman Traci Park, CD-11 
Jeff Khau, CD-11 Planning Deputy 
Lambert Glessinger, LA City Planning 
Melissa Jones, LA City Planning 
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Main Office Phone: 
310-798-2400
Direct Dial:
310-798-2409

Carstens, Black & Minteer LLP 
2200 Pacific Coast Highway, Suite 318 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 
www.cbcearthlaw.com 

Amy C. Minteer 
Email Address: 
acm@cbcearthlaw.com 

February 29, 2024 

Via Email and Public Comment Portal 

Los Angeles City Council and Planning & Land Use Management Committee 
c/o Holly L. Wolcott, City Clerk  
City Hall, Room 395  
200 N. Spring Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re:  Support for Designation of 12305 Fifth Helena Drive as Historic-Cultural 
Monument; Council File 23-0953 

Honorable Commissioners: 

On behalf of the Monroe Preservation Group, LLC, we provide the enclosed 
documentation in support of the designation of 12305 Fifth Helena Drive as an Historic-Cultural 
Monument.  This documentation includes the Report we submitted to the Cultural Heritage 
Commission on October 16, 2023 and an Addendum to that report, submitted January 4, 2024, 
which is intended to be considered in conjunction with the previously submitted documentation.  
This Report and Addendum provide information in support of the designation regarding the site’s 
connection to influential Los Angeles architect, Harbin Hunter.   

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.  

Sincerely, 

Amy Minteer 

Enclosures: 
Report in Support of Hunter-Monroe Residence 
Addendum to Report 

Part Two
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ADDENDUM TO THE OCTOBER 2023, HUNTER-MONROE DOSSIER
(SUBMITTED BY THE “MONROE PRESERVATION GROUP”)

12305 5th Helena Dr, Los Angeles, CA 90049
CHC-2023-6134-HCM

This addendum to the original October 2023 Historic-Cultural Monument dossier
submission for the Hunter-Monroe residence, (this “Addendum”), was written by Remi
Gangarossa (remi.gangarossa@gmail.com) and April VeVea (april.vevea90@gmail.com),
of the Monroe Preservation Group.

The following individuals, which comprise the remainder of the Monroe Preservation
Group (MPG) members, provided invaluable information and guidance to the original
submission and also to this addendum:

● Scott Fortner
● Elisa Jordan
● Kelly Lacroix
● Gary Vitacco-Robles

Name of Proposed Monument
Hunter-Monroe Residence

Street Address
12305 W 5th Helena Dr.

Assessor’s Parcel Number
4405040005

Legal Description
Tract Number: TR - 5462
Lot Number: 20

Present Owner
Andrew Sahure
Glory of the Snow 1031 Trust
12305 5th Helena Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90049
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Purpose of Addendum
After further due diligence by the Monroe Preservation Group (hereinafter referred to as
“MPG”), we’ve identified numerous links of the Hunter Family to the Brentwood home in
question. We believe one infallible link historically reshapes the home’s connection to the
Hunters, as well as Los Angeles native and Hollywood icon Marilyn Monroe.

The Hunter Family, beginning with Captain Jesse D. Hunter, was notably amongst the first
to construct modern-day Los Angeles. Achieving most of his wealth in the California Gold
Rush of 1849, and investing that wealth in the initial development of Los Angeles, Jesse
Hunter (and the Hunter family), have left an indelible mark on Los Angeles history.
Through a lineage of settlers and architects throughout the 1800’s and 1900’s, the Hunter
family significantly cultivated and developed integral parts of Southern California. The
great-grandchild of Jesse Hunter, Harbin Hunter, is responsible for the development of the
property this petition advocates for (12305 Fifth Helena).

For decades, a latin phrase inscripted on four tiles installed outside the home’s front door,
“Cursum Perficio,” was widely recognized as a foreboding signal to the fate of Monroe.
The phrase, commonly translated as “My Journey Ends Here,” has frequently gotten
classified by fans as an omen of Monroe’s premature passing within six months of moving
into the first property she purchased in Los Angeles.

In a bombshell revelation, the Monroe Preservation Group uncovered these tiles' true
meaning—the historic family crest of the Hunters. The Hunter ancestors translated the
phrase as “I Will Complete the Course” or “I Accomplish the Race,” thus weaving an
alternative significance of “persistence” into the Hunter’s contribution to Los Angeles
history, the property in question, and Monroe’s legacy.

The hunting hound at the top of the tiles, “allegorizes the ‘dogged’ determination” to
“persist.” These very tiles are a reminder to the relevant governing bodies, who have sworn
to protect Los Angeles’s history, that the Hunter family’s legacy of building, should
“persist” against any desire to destroy a symbol of early Los Angeles architecture.

Rather than attempting to replace the original submission, this document is hereby
submitted in support of the October submission by MPG. After months of research, we feel
the following documentation is necessary for inclusion to better help the City of Los
Angeles to come to an educated decision when considering the fate of the Hunter/Monroe
house. Therefore, we present seven additional points to the relevance of the Hunter family
and Los Angeles history. Section 1 consists of the aforementioned Cursum Perficio tiles
showing both their connection to the Hunters as well as their preservation through 2017.
Section 2 briefly explores the history of the Brentwood area of Los Angeles and how the
home predates the modern “Brentwood” name. Section 3 shows how another Hunter
residence, Hunter Ranch, previously got declared a historical monument. Section 4
showcases the Hunter family’s genealogy. Section 5 provides supporting documentation to
allow the reader to understand who Harbin Hunter was and his ties to Los Angeles. Section
6 explores Harbin Hunter’s connection with esteemed architect John DeLario, his previous
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design choices getting utilized in the building of Fifth Helena, and Monroe’s dedication to
restoring the property to Hunter’s original plans after extensive remodeling in the 1950s.
Finally, Section 7 provides readers with an introduction to some of Hunter’s other work. To
keep this work succinct due to the voluminous amount of supporting evidence uncovered,
we opted to include a brief introduction explaining each section while supporting our points
through photographs and documentation. When possible, we refer back to our October
2023 submission if readers seek more context.

By the very nature of the Hunter family crest adorning the front steps at 12305 Fifth
Helena, there is an innate declaration to “persist” beyond the dangers of the proposed
demolition. We believe this addendum will allow readers to recognize why the house needs
preservation as well as allowing them to better appreciate the importance of the home to
Los Angeles history. Although some may feel the home only deserves preservation due to
its most famous resident, Marilyn Monroe, we believe the cultural, societal, and
architectural history makes the home worthy of saving. Our group holds the firm belief that
if this historical monument isn’t safe, no house in Los Angeles County is safe.
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Section 1
Cursum Perficio

The Hunter & Monroe Legacies Woven Together
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“Cursum Perficio”
The significance of the “Cursum Perficio” tiles outside the home should no longer be attributed exclusively
to Marilyn Monroe, but also to the Hunter family who built and lived in the house. It’s this same family
that are some of the first settlers in Los Angeles, and who span two centuries of building and cultivating
modern Los Angeles during its infancy. Figures 1-3 show the Hunter Family crest as depicted by Edwin G.
Hunter in a lithograph from 1925 compared to how the crest appears outside of the proposed
Hunter/Monroe Historic-Cultural Monument in 2012 and 2017. Although there are additional elements
added to the crest located at 12305 Fifth Helena, the basic design elements of the 1925 lithograph are
visibly present, including the greyhound head, three horns and three greyhounds on a shield, as well as the
“Cursum Perficio” motto on a scroll. Figure 4A shows Richard Hunter, father of Harbin Hunter, residing at
the address in 1930 according to the Los Angeles City Directory from that year while Figure 4B shows
Richard and Martha Hunter’s voter registration listing in 1948, the last year they lived in the home. Finally,
Figure 4C shows Harbin residing in the home with his parents in 1930.

We believe this supporting evidence shows not only the Hunters resided in the home but also had a firm
hand in its creation and design. Although building permits were not issued by the City of Los Angeles until
1933, and Harbin Hunter’s design archive is assumed lost, we believe the tiles overwhelmingly show the
Hunter family built the home for themselves and had every intention of staying in the home (which they
did until 1948). For more information as to which Hunters lived in the home as of 1930, we refer readers to
the original submission’s Statement of Significance, Period of Significance: 1929-1962, paragraph 3.
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Figure 1 - Hunter Family Crest, Edwin G. Hunter, The Descendants of Dr. James Hunter,
1925, pg. 17
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Figure 2 - Front door, 2012, ℅ TheMLS.com
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Figure 3 - Cursum Perficio entryway tiles, 2017, ℅ Philip Treacy
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Figure 4A - Proof of Richard Hunter living at 12305 Fifth Helena the year after
construction completed, City of Los Angeles, 1930, Los Angeles City Directory.
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Figure 4B - Proof of Richard and Martha Hunter living at 12305 Fifth Helena shortly
before selling the home, City of Los Angeles, 1948, Index to Register of Voters.
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Figure 4C - Proof of Richard, Martha, Asa, Harbin, and Mary Hunter living at 12305 Fifth
Helena, City of Los Angeles, 1930, Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930.
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Section 2
12305 Fifth Helena - Predating Modern Brentwood
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Predating Modern Brentwood
Before 1933, the Brentwood neighborhood was almost exclusively referred to as Westgate,
Brentwood Heights or Brentwood Country Club. Although the citizens of Westgate and
Brentwood voted to annex into Los Angeles on April 24, 1916 (and not the often cited July 4,
1916) (Fig. 5), it would take nearly two decades for the area of Brentwood to form outside of
neighborhood names–or the all encompassing “Brentwood district”–when regularly referring to
the area (Figures 6-7). From late 1933 to the present, unless referencing a specific neighborhood,
the area became universally known as Brentwood. Because of this information, we believe the
home predates modern Brentwood as we know it.
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Figure 5 - Annex announcement, April 25, 1916, Los Angeles Times.
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Figure 6 - News snippet referring to Brentwood in neighborhoods rather than a living area
as we know it today, January 3, 1933, Los Angeles Times.
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Figure 7 - The name “Brentwood” encompasses the entire modern-day area rather than
describing it by neighborhoods, January 2, 1934, Los Angeles Times.
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Section 3
The “Hunter Ranch House” is on the Historic-Cultural Monument List,

demonstrating the Hunter family significance to Los Angeles history already.
(CHC-2019-1822-HCM)
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Hunter Ranch House (HCM)
Another Hunter home, located at 1309 North Killarney Avenue, on the famous Hunter Ranch (the
“Hunter Ranch House”), was recently approved as a Historic-Cultural Monument
(CHC-2019-1822-HCM). This nomination demonstrates the significance of the Hunter family to
Los Angeles history. We believe this property getting deemed a Historic-Cultural Monument shows
the City of Los Angeles recognizing the importance of the Hunter family to the area and should
continue to protect the family’s legacy by saving the home of Richard and Martha Hunter most
likely designed and built by their son, Harbin.
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Figure 8 - Department of City Planning’s Historic-Cultural Monument List showing the Hunter Ranch House
as number 1189. Department of City Planning, The “Hunter Ranch House” listing on the Historic-Cultural
Monument List, City of Los Angeles, June 3, 2022, Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) List, City Declared
Monuments, pg. 83.
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Figure 9 - History of the Hunter family as prepared by Charles J. Fisher, 2019. The “Hunter Ranch House”
Nomination Form, Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Form, pg. 15-16
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Section 4
Genealogy
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Genealogy of the Hunter family
Various members of the Hunter family are cited as “pioneers” in historical newspapers and
biographical books. We have divided Section 4 into two subsections to introduce readers to Harbin
Hunter’s lineage: Jesse and Keziah Hunter (Harbin’s great-grandparents) and Asa and Petra Hunter
(Harbin’s grandparents). Previous discussions on Harbin and his parents, Richard and Martha, can
be located in the original submission. We believe this pertinent information allows readers to better
understand Harbin’s deep connection to the Los Angeles area as well as showcasing a long line of
familial achievements that directly contributed to the formation of Los Angeles as people know it
today.
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Figure 10 - Hunter Family Tree as created by Remi Gangarossa, 2023.
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Captain Jesse and Mrs. Keziah (Brown) Hunter

As the first Hunters to settle in the area, Jesse and Keziah Hunter seem determined to make Los
Angeles a thriving city in any way possible. Captain Jesse Hunter made his fortune during the San
Francisco Gold Rush of 1849 before traveling down to modern-day Los Angeles. With previous
experience as a brick manufacturer, Hunter quickly began to mass-produce the building material to
create what would eventually become a thriving metropolis. He built the first brick home in the area
in 1853, only four years after the sovereignty of the area changed from Mexico to the United States
and well before the Santa Fe Line’s installation in 1885. According to Charles Dwight Willard,
Jesse began making bricks in 1852 and promptly set out to construct a home followed by a jail (Fig.
11). The building of a jail by Hunter is not shocking when one considers the lawlessness rippling
through the area, resulting in a time period Willard would call, “Los Angeles at its Worst.”1

Although some sources claim Hunter “burnt the first brick in Los Angeles” (Fig. 12), it seems more
likely Hunter was the first to mass-produce the building material for permanent developments.
Although both the Spanish and Mexican residents previously utilized bricks for crafting homes and
missions, they primarily relied upon adobe bricks which took weeks to fully set, resulting in
structures taking years to build. Due to the ever–increasing population of Los Angeles, it simply
wasn’t feasible to continue a reliance on adobe. Hunter’s brickwork allowed the city to house its
ever-increasing population boom, especially after gold in the Sierra Nevadas began to dry up and
miners found they wanted to move to the warmer climate of Southern California.
Hunter’s contributions to the creation of Los Angeles were well-known to the point where J.M.
Guinn references him no less than three times in his 1907 book, A History of California (Fig. 13).
However, Jesse’s wife, Keziah, commonly gets relegated to a footnote as the mother of his ten
children. In reality, Keziah (Brown) Hunter led a relatively adventurous life for a woman in the time
period, including being a member of the second family to arrive by ox in Salt Lake City (Fig. 14).
It’s not shocking the adventurous couple would stay together in rambunctious early Los Angeles,
contributing to the creation of a youthful city as free-spirited as they were.

1 Charles Dwight Willard, The Herald’s History of Los Angeles, Los Angeles: December 1901, 279.
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Figure 11 - Jesse Hunter’s contributions to the creation of modern-day Los Angeles as
reported by Charles Dwight Willard in The Herald’s History of Los Angeles, December
1901.
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Figure 12 - Book except crediting Jesse D. Hunter as the person burning the first brick and also
building the first brick house in Los Angeles. J.M. Guinn, 1897, Annual Publication of the
Historical Society of Southern California and Pioneer Register, Los Angeles, pg. 49-50.
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Figure 13 - Jesse D. Hunter Biography. J.M. Guinn, 1907, A History of California, pg. 2098.
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Asa and Petra (Ortiz) Hunter

Some children attempt to follow in their parents’ footsteps and fail miserably, but Asa Hunter
continued in the tradition of his father, creating a land-based wealth in Los Angeles few rivaled
(Fig. 14). Asa and his mother, Keziah, drove his siblings from Illinois to Sacramento via Salt Lake
City (Figs. 15, 17), to join Jesse’s gold-mining ventures. After moving to Los Angeles, Hunter got
into the family business of brick manufacturing, bringing in an estimated $25,000 for every 1,000
bricks at the business’ peak (Fig. 13). Wanting to go out and forge his own path once brick
manufacturing wound down, Hunter became a farmer in Antelope Valley before eventually
returning to the Los Angeles area at the behest of his parents. He would go on to rent out acreage to
farm families in the area before eventually selling off select plots (Fig. 16). His wife, Petra Ortiz
(often gentrified to the anglo-saxon friendly Hortese Hunter), would continue selling off plots of
land to ensure financial security, most notably Hunter Terrace and Elysian Gardens which today
make up the majority of the Silver Lake area (Fig 18). Ortiz celebrated the opening of the land
developments by hosting a barbeque attended by an estimated 2,000 people (Fig. 19), resulting in
her becoming a beloved member of the community in her own right. When she passed away in
1926, the Los Angeles Sunday Times referred to her as a “female pioneer” (Fig. 20).
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Figure 14 - A map showing the magnitude of the Hunter Family Territory in 1914. (Plate 042), Los
Angeles - Baist's Real Estate Surveys.
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Figure 15 - Asa Hunter Biography, J.M. Guinn, 1907, A History of California, pg. 2096
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Figure 16 - Asa Hunter Biography Continued (Harbin’s Grandfather), J.M. Guinn, 1907, A History
of California, pg. 2096
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Figure 17 - Asa Hunter Obituary, February 16, 1912, Los Angeles Times.
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Figure 18 - A BBQ and open house for Hunter Terrace by Petra Hunter (Harbin’s grandmother),
April 2, 1922, Los Angeles Times.
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Figure 19 - A BBQ and open house for Hunter Terrace hosted by Petra Hunter April 2, 1922, Los
Angeles Times.
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Main Office Phone: 
310-798-2400
Direct Dial:
310-798-2409

Carstens, Black & Minteer LLP 
2200 Pacific Coast Highway, Suite 318 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 
www.cbcearthlaw.com 

Amy C. Minteer 
Email Address: 
acm@cbcearthlaw.com 

February 29, 2024 

Via Email and Public Comment Portal 

Los Angeles City Council and Planning & Land Use Management Committee 
c/o Holly L. Wolcott, City Clerk  
City Hall, Room 395  
200 N. Spring Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re:  Support for Designation of 12305 Fifth Helena Drive as Historic-Cultural 
Monument; Council File 23-0953 

Honorable Commissioners: 

On behalf of the Monroe Preservation Group, LLC, we provide the enclosed 
documentation in support of the designation of 12305 Fifth Helena Drive as an Historic-Cultural 
Monument.  This documentation includes the Report we submitted to the Cultural Heritage 
Commission on October 16, 2023 and an Addendum to that report, submitted January 4, 2024, 
which is intended to be considered in conjunction with the previously submitted documentation.  
This Report and Addendum provide information in support of the designation regarding the site’s 
connection to influential Los Angeles architect, Harbin Hunter.   

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.  

Sincerely, 

Amy Minteer 

Enclosures: 
Report in Support of Hunter-Monroe Residence 
Addendum to Report 

Part Three
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Section 5
Harbin Hunter

The Architect & Mexican Architecture Focus
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Harbin Hunter
Born to Richard and Martha Hunter, Harbin Hunter grew up on the farm established by Asa Hunter.
In 1914, Harbin experienced a life-altering accident when he hammered a nail into a firework,
resulting in the loss of three fingers on his left hand (incorrectly reported at the time as losing his
entire left hand, Fig. 21). This disfigurement was noted on his draft card (Fig. 22). Despite this loss,
Hunter entered into the architectural profession (Fig. 23), becoming one of Los Angeles’ premiere
architects.
Hunter embarked on a trip to Mexico in 1921 to study Mexican architecture with Eugene Weston
and Joseph L. Feil (Figs. 24-25). This trip would eventually result in a three-volume set of books of
photographs that were showcased to architects in Los Angeles, essentially kicking off the Spanish
Colonial Revival style unique to Los Angeles in the 1920s as discussed in our original submission
(Period of Significance, para. 4). Although the photos in the book are not labeled, we believe
several photographs show Hunter, including the man seen in Figures 26 & 27 of this addendum.
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Figure 21 - Harbin Hunter’s accident on “the famous Hunter Ranch,” March 10, 1914, Los Angeles
Times.
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Figure 22 - Harbin Hunter Draft Registration Card, June 5, 1918, United States Government.
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Figure 23 - Harbin Hunter listed as an “architect” on the 1920 Census, January 12, 1920, United
States Government.
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Figure 24 - Harbin Hunter’s passport is evidence of his intent to study more about Mexican
Architecture in Mexico, February 9, 1921, United States Government.
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Figure 25 - Harbin Hunter’s Passport is evidence of his intent to study more about Mexican
Architecture in Mexico, February 10, 1921, United States Government.
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Figure 26 - Harbin Hunter’s Passport photo compared to a photo of a man in the “Mexican
Architectural Details” book co-written by Hunter.

- Left - February 10, 1921, United States Government
- Right - Likely 1921, Eugene Weston, Harbin Hunter,Mexican Architectural Details.
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Figure 27 - A man resembling Harbin Hunter studying Mexican Architecture, “Mexican
Architectural Details”, likely 1921, Eugene Weston, Harbin Hunter,Mexican Architectural Details.
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Section 6
Harbin Hunter, John DeLario,

Relevant Works, and 12305 Fifth Helena
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Hunter Elements
Although we previously referenced the Harbin-DeLario partnership in our original submission (Period of
Significance, para. 4), we find it necessary to showcase how both men influenced one another as well as
similarities with their work. Figures 28-30 show DeLario’s work compared to Fifth Helena. Similar design
elements can easily be seen, including the use of terracotta tiles on the roof, adobe walls, rounded archways,
mason pathway to the front door, and rectangular, paned windows.
We have also chosen to include several elements from a confirmed Harbin Hunter designed building, the
City Bank Building in Huntington Beach, to 12305 Fifth Helena in an effort to show how Hunter’s design
trademarks were included in the home. Although no direct documentation survives showing the architect of
Fifth Helena, we believe enough evidence exists to overwhelmingly support the idea Hunter designed the
home for his parents (Figures 34-39).
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Figure 28 - A Spanish colonial work by John L. DeLario, building partner to Harbin F.
Hunter. The home looks very similar to 12305 Fifth Helena, June 1928, Arts & Decoration,
pg. 48.
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Figure 29 - Rear of 12305 Fifth Helena, 2012, ℅ TheMLS.com
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Figure 30 - A composition of Figures 28 and 29 to highlight the similarities in work done
by John DeLario & Harbin Hunter, Remi Gangarossa, 2023.
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Figure 31 - An early Brentwood developer, possibly Harbin Hunter, holding a set of
blueprints next to a pile of bricks in Brentwood, 1926,Dick Whittington, USC Digital
Library.
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Figure 32 - Entryway and courtyard, 2012, ℅ TheMLS.com
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Figure 33 - A composition of Figures 27, 31, and 32 showcasing who we believe to be
Hunter in Mexico and several years later in Brentwood as well as the intricate brickwork at
Fifth Helena.
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Figure 34 - City National Bank Lobby, Mott Studios, 1929, California State Library,
California History Section Picture Catalog.
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Figure 35 - Entryway and living room of Fifth Helena, 2017, TheMLS.com
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Figure 36 - Composition of Figures 34 & 35 between the City National Bank building built
by Hunter in Huntington Park and Fifth Helena. Notice the beamed wooden ceilings,
arched doorways, light fixtures, and porcelain tiles are all similar elements between the two
structures.
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Figure 37 - Tiles from City National Bank designed by Hunter which are similar in
appearance to those appearing around Fifth Helena fireplace, Mott Studios, 1929,
California State Library, California History Section Picture Catalog.
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Figure 38 - Fireplace tiles first installed by Hunter and restored by Monroe, 2017, ℅ Phillip
Treacy

57



Figure 39 - Composition of Figures 37-38 between the tilework at the base of the wall in
the City National Bank building lobby and the tile surrounding the fireplace at Fifth
Helena.
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Section 7
Harbin Hunter

Other Architectural Works & References
that Shaped Los Angeles
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Harbin Hunter - Other Architectural Works & References
Although we summed up Hunter’s architectural achievements in our original submission, we elected to
include items on that list (Period of Significance, para. 5) as well as other confirmable projects to illustrate
Hunter’s work. One of the strongest testaments to Hunter’s work as an architect was the hiring of his
services by notable Angelenos, including famed restaurateur Mike Lyman. We believe ending the
addendum with Hunter’s work allows readers to better understand his significance in Los Angeles as well
as appreciate the work we’ve lost over the years due to zealous developers.
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Figures 40 - 42 – Chapeau De Mode, Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, designed by Harbin Hunter, 1920,
Mott Studios, California State Library, California History Section Picture Catalog.
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Figure 43 - Lido Hotel, 1447-1457 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, California by architect Harbin
Hunter, Santa Monica Public Library.
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Figure 44 - Harbin Hunter prepares for plans and specifications of a store and apartment building in
Santa Monica, March 1, 1931, Los Angeles Times.
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Figure 45 - Harbin Hunter remodels “Lindy’s Café” in Los Angeles, April 1938, Architectural
Record, pg. 51.
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Figure 46 - Harbin Hunter Design for Brock & Co., Jewelers, 1938, The Plywood Catalog.
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Figure 47 - Rothschild’s Men’s Store with Harbin Hunter as the architect, April 1939, Architectural
Record, pg. 112.
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Figure 48 - Rothschild’s Men’s Store, April 1939, Architectural Record, pg. 118.
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Figure 49 - Vita-Pep Dog Food Products, October 1939, Architect and Engineer, pg. 29.
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Figure 50 - Mimi’s Dress Shop, Los Angeles, California, October 1939, Architect and Engineer, pgs.
30-31.
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Figure 51 - Mike Lyman’s Rumpus Room, December 1940, Architect and Engineer, pg. 28.
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Figure 52 - Mike Lyman’s Rumpus Room, December 1940, Architect and Engineer, pg. 29.
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Figure 53 - Simon’s Coffee Corp., July 1941, Architect and Engineer, pg. 26.

72



Figure 54 - Parmelee-Dohrmann Store. February 1942, Architectural Record.
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