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Thomas Booth
08/21/2023 10:11 AM
23-1200-S130

We ask for an immediate explanation of this highly controversial
and question “back door dealing” regarding the removal of Jamie
York as a candidate for the Ethics Commission. We also demand
for an independent accounting of this process and the immediate
reconsideration of Ms. York’s nomination. This is City
governance at its worst, when a hard working, exceptional
community member who has shown incredible leadership and
courage in her service as a Neighborhood Council member, is
summarily dismissed by the entire Council without any public
discussion. Does the Council even recognize or understand its
responsibility and obligation to the people who put you in these
elected position? It’s simply shocking that the City Council can
carry out such hurtful treatment of a well intended, hard working
City volunteer then disregard the entire City voting constituency
as the same time. Please provide your immediate attention to this
matter.
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You must agenda the appointment of Jamie York so that public
comment may be heard for the incredibly sneaky amendment
made just moments before the vote for this. Ms. York appears to
be a qualified candidate, with a proven track record of effective,
volunteer work in the service of good government. Further, her
appointment would help resolve the lack of quorum that has
prevented the Ethics Commission from meeting at all. At a time
when LA City Council's ethics are being challenged daily, this
seems to further our city's understanding that this council is not
doing the bidding of the 4 million Angelenos who live here. Was
the council aware the meaning of a YES vote had been flipped
180° by this amendment? We'd like to see this nomination
brought back for reconsideration ASAP, so that the public can be
heard and can hear from their elected officials on the reasoning
behind this significant vote. One of the most bizarre (and likely
corrupted) votes I've seen. Absolutely unacceptable from a city
council that already has a large dark cloud hanging over it. The
first order of business this council should attend to is the ethics
commission. To not do so just feels like some bad horror movie
we are going to keep living as we watch council members forced
to resign or continue to be brought up on charges one by one.
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I oppose the appointment of Jaime York for the position of Ethics Commission based on my
experience with Jamie York in my capacity as a Board Member of the North Hills West
Neighborhood Council. This being said, my comments are strictly my observations and opinions
and in no way reflect the opinions of the North Hills West Neighborhood Council. Ms. York on
November 21, 2022, along with Glenn Bailey attended the Board of Neighborhood
Commissioners (BONC) meeting

(https://drive.google.com/file/d/IwVTS5CHsO2urilph pgESRwugFTDY58eL/view) to use that
venue to accuse the North Hills West Neighborhood Council of financial fraud. This
demonstrates that Ms. York has no regard for facts, process, or procedure and demonstrates her
proclivity toward making unfounded accusations intended to tarnish the reputation of a
neighborhood council. These are not the traits required of a member of the Ethics Commission.
Her defamatory comments regarding the North Hills West Neighborhood Council have created a
situation whereby the North Hills West Neighborhood cannot defend itself against Grievance
#385, as no impartial panel can now be convened. In addition, Ms. York directly interfered with
the affairs of the North Hills West Neighborhood Council at its November 17, 2022, General
Board Meeting, when she literally zoomed into our Neighborhood Council meeting at the behest
of Glenn Bailey when discussions were already underway to interject her opposition to a
Community Impact Statement our Neighborhood Council had before it without any regard for
what had been previously discussed since her sole purpose was to upend the business of the
North Hills West Neighborhood Council. Her intrusion created such acrimony that the item
under discussion had to be tabled.
https://www.nhwnc.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/NHWNC-Minutes-2022-11-17-Bd.pdf It is
my opinion that Ms. York has an axe to grind with the North Hills West Neighborhood Council
which precludes her from having the sound judgment required for holding a position on the
Ethics Commission that would represent the concerns of all Neighborhood Councils,
specifically North Hills West.
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