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To: Clerk.CIS@)]acity.org

A Neighborhood Council Community Impact Statement (CIS) has been successfully submitted to your Commission or City
Council. We provided information below about CISs and attached a copy of the CIS.

We encourage you to reach out to the Community Impact Statement Filer to acknowledge receipt and if this Community
Impact Statement will be scheduled at a future meeting. Neighborhood Council board members are volunteers and it
would be helpful if they received confirmation that you received their CIS.

The CIS process was enable by the to Los Angeles Administrative Code §Section 22.819. It provides that, "a
Neighborhood Council may take a formal position on a matter by way of a Community Impact Statement (CIS) or written
resolution." NCs representatives also testify before City Boards and Commissions on the item related to their CIS. If the
Neighborhood Council chooses to do so, the Neighborhood Council representative must provide the Commission with a
copy of the CIS or rResolution sufficiently in advance for review, possible inclusion on the agenda, and posting on the
Commission's website.Any information you can provide related to your agenda setting schedule is helpful to share with
the NC.

If the CIS or resolution pertains to a matter listed on the Commission's agenda, during the time the matter is heard, the
designated Neighborhood Council representative should be given an opportunity to present the Neighborhood Council's
formal position. We encourage becoming familiar with the City Councils rules on the subject. At the Chair's discretion, the
Neighborhood Council representative may be asked to have a seat at the table (or equivalent for a virtual meeting)
typically reserved for City staff and may provide the Neighborhood Council representative more time than allotted to
members of the general public. They are also permitted up to five (5) minutes of time to address the legislative body. If the
CIS or resolution pertains to a matter not listed on the agenda, the designated Neighborhood Council representative may
speak during General Public Comments.

We share this information to assist you with the docketing neighborhood council items before your board/commission. If
you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at
empowerla@lacity.org.

Frweee* This is an automated response, please DO NOT reply to this email. ********

Contact Information

Neighborhood Council: North Westwood

Name: Jacob Wasserman

Email: jacobnwwnc@gmail.com

The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(14) Nay(0) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0)
Date of NC Board Action: 04/03/2024

Type of NC Board Action: For

Impact Information

Date: 06/27/2024

Update to a Previous Input: No

Directed To: City Council and Committees

Council File Number: 24-0002-S11

City Planning Number:

Agenda Date:

Item Number:

Summary: The North Westwood Neighborhood Council (NWWNC) supports AB 2503, which seeks to streamline the
approval of railroad electrification and siding projects, and asks that the bill be added to the City’s 2023-2024 State
Legislative Program in support. The NWWNC also asks the legislature and our state legislators to approve AB 2503, and
asks the City Council to advocate for it. Under the state’s current environmental review regime, the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) has been repeatedly weaponized to delay or cancel projects that improve railroad
operations and service. In doing so, the environmental harms and risks of our present transportation status quo are
reinforced while simultaneously inflating the taxpayer expense of projects. However, this bill would exempt specified
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railroad electrification and siding projects from the onerous CEQA process. The exempted projects will improve both
passenger and freight rail in California. Railroad electrification reduces emissions, lowers operational costs, and improves
train performance. The corresponding improvements in comfort, frequency, and travel time increase ridership, a
phenomenon known as the “sparks effect.” Siding and double tracking projects improve efficiency and reduce congestion
to railroads by adding additional track capacity. Ultimately, these types of projects will reduce truck freight and car travel
on Los Angeles roads, curtailing emissions, pollution, congestion, and their resultant ill health effects to the benefit of all
Angelenos. As agencies such as Metrolink and Caltrans plan transitions to zero-emission propulsion systems and high
frequency rail services, this bill will remove a frequent roadblock for implementing the most proven and efficient zero-
emissions option. For these reasons, NWWNC urges support for and passage of AB 2503 without delay.

Ref:MSG10609637

ﬂ RFA_CEQA for Rail Projects.pdf
136K
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Assembly Bill: 2503

Title: California Environmental Quality Act: Exemption: Railroad Electrification and
Railroad Siding Projects

Position: For

Summary:

The North Westwood Neighborhood Council (NWWNC) supports AB 2503,
which seeks to streamline the approval of railroad electrification and siding projects,
and asks that the bill be added to the City's 2023-2024 State Legislative Program in
support. The NWWNC also asks the legislature and our state legislators to approve AB
2503, and asks the City Council to advocate for it.

Under the state's current environmental review regime, the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) has been repeatedly weaponized to delay or cancel
projects that improve railroad operations and service. In doing so, the environmental
harms and risks of our present transportation status quo are reinforced while
simultaneously inflating the taxpayer expense of projects. However, this bill would
exempt specified railroad electrification and siding projects from the onerous CEQA
process.

The exempted projects will improve both passenger and freight rail in
California. Railroad electrification reduces emissions, lowers operational costs, and
improves train performance. The corresponding improvements in comfort, frequency,
and travel time increase ridership, a phenomenon known as the “sparks effect.” Siding
and double tracking projects improve efficiency and reduce congestion to railroads by
adding additional track capacity. Ultimately, these types of projects will reduce truck
freight and car travel on Los Angeles roads, curtailing emissions, pollution, congestion,
and their resultant ill health effects to the benefit of all Angelenos. As agencies such as
Metrolink and Caltrans plan transitions to zero-emission propulsion systems and high
frequency rail services, this bill will remove a frequent roadblock for implementing the
most proven and efficient zero-emissions option.

For these reasons, NWWNC urges support for and passage of AB 2503 without
delay.



