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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT -

Council File: 24-0002-S12

Title: Active Transportation Program (ATP) / Infrastructure Improvements / Restore
Funding / SB 99 / SB 1

Position: For

Summary:

The North Westwood Neighborhood Council (NWWNC) opposes the State’s
budget cut from the Active Transportation Program (ATP), and supports the City’s
advocacy to restore it.

The previous ATP funding cycle distributed $539 million and the adopted
budget cuts $400 million, or the majority of a funding cycle. The ATP is already a
competitive grant program that is unable to fund many excellent projects, and this
cut would result in many crucial shovel-ready active transportation projects never
being built. Importantly, California does not have a transportation deficit due to
increased federal funding, and cutting one of the most cost-effective transportation
programs is not rational. The California State Transportation Agency’s Climate Plan,
CAPTI, pledged to increase the ATP year over year in recognition of its critical
importance. This budget cut does the opposite and undermines the State’s
commitments.

The ATP has successfully funded numerous projects in Los Angeles that make
biking and walking safer and more appealing, with many more projects planning to
apply. The success of the program has helped both the City and State progress
towards its climate and safety goals. In Westwood, we have a number of active
transportation projects in the City’s Mobility Plan,Westwood Connected, and/or LA
Metro First-Last Mile Plans that will need funding in the near future. Cutting off an
important funding source for those projects would harm our community and would
prevent other important transportation investments, like the multibillion dollar LA
Metro D Line and future Sepulveda Transit Corridor projects, from reaching their full
potential. With several international spotlight events such as the World Cup and



Olympics coming to Los Angeles in the next four years, now is the time to be
increasing active transportation funding in Los Angeles, not cutting it.

To start, we ask that the ATP funding be restored. Furthermore, all potential
funding sources for transportation should be assessed to expand the ATP in the State
budget. For example, last year, the legislature restored full ATP funding by backfilling
from the State Highway Account, and similar funds should be reappropriated again
this year. Simply put, cutting the ATP harms public health, climate progress, and
livability for Angelenos and all Californians. For these reasons, NWWNC urges the
restoration and expansion of the Active Transportation Program.


