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tier will use a skilled and trained workforce to perform all work on the project or a
contract that falls within an apprenticeship occupation in the building and construction
trades i accordance with Chapter 2.9 (commencing with Section 2600) of Part 1 of
Division 2 of the Public Contract Code.” (emphasis added).

The City has provided no evidence that that it has entered into a construction contact
with an entity and that entity has provided the City with an “enforceable commitment”
that its workers and all subcontractors will use a skilled and trained workforce.” The
City’s statutory exemption checklist states that a “project can be approved contingent on
all the contractors and subcontractors meeting the ‘skilled and trained workforce’
requirement.” This 1s simply not correct. The statutory exemption does not allow for
contingent approvals.

Further, Public Resources Code Section 21080.25(f)(2)(A) states that “the lead agency
shall take an action at a public meeting of its governing board to certify that the project
will be completed by a skilled and trained workforce.” The Board of Public Works did
NOT make this certification at its public hearing.

Finally, Appellant objects to the City’s refusal to accept appeals of Tree Removal
Permits from parties other than the “applicant.”

Appellant reserves the right to supplemental these bases for appeal.



Copy of Challenged Decision
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Honorable Board of Public Works
Of the City of Los Angeles

Commissioners:

1514 THRU 1538 NORTH CRESCENT HEIGHTS BOULEVARD AND 8101 SUNSET
BOULEVARD ALONG NORTH CRESCENT HEIGHTS BOULEVARD (BSS - 34) -
CITYWIDE SIDEWALK REPAIR PROGRAM IN COUNCIL DISTRICT FOUR REQUEST
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS TO CONCUR WITH A SIDEWALK REPAIR PROJECT
AND APPROVE THE REMOVAL OF SIXINDIAN LAUREL FIG (FICUS MICROCARPA)
TREES FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE NON-ADA COMPLIANT PUBLIC
SIDEWALK. TREE REPLACEMENTS ARE REQUIRED.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board of Public Works (Board):

1. DETERMINE that the sidewalk repair project at 1514, 1520, 1524, 1538 NORTH
CRESCENT HEIGHTS BOULEVARD AND 8101 WEST SUNSET BOULEVARD
ON NORTH CRESECNT HEIGHTS BOULEVARD (“Project’) is exempt from
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Public Resources Code
section 20180.25 (Senate Bill [SB] 922).

2. CONCUR with the Bureau of Engineering’s (BOE’s) approval of Project.

3. APPROVE the removal of Six Indian Laurel Fig (Ficus microcarpa) trees for the
reconstruction of an inaccessible sidewalk and tree replacements.

4. DIRECT the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) that a notice of exemption be filed with
the State Office of Planning and Research, and the Los Angeles County Clerk.

TRANSMITTALS:

Copy of tree removal notification

Service Request #1-726762411

Photographs of the trees to be removed

Public Resources Code Section 21080.25 (SB 922) Checklist
Notice of Exemption

Plot plan

Ok wh =
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RECITALS:

The Project is being delivered by the Sidewalk Repair Program (SRP), which was initiated
by Council File No. 14-0163-S4 and adopted February 3, 2015.

The Project is not being implemented under the streamlining SRP ordinance, LAMC
62.104.1, which is subject to a January 2023 legal decision.

The SRP’s Access Request Subprogram makes repairs requested by/for people with a
mobility disability who encounter physical barriers, such as broken sidewalks,
missing/broken curb ramps, or other barriers in the City of Los Angeles (City) right-of-
way.

The City Engineer is authorized to approve the sidewalk repairs under the SRP. However,
because of legal requirements, including those related to CEQA, City staff is
recommending that, as a precautionary measure, the Board concur in the BOE’s approval
of the sidewalk repairs in the Project.

As set forth in detail below, six street trees will be severely impacted by the Project, and
although alternative methods and options were explored, the trees require removal.
Therefore, StreetsLA recommends the Board approve the tree removals. All tree
replacements shall comply with the Board’s 2:1 tree replacement policy and shall be
planted by the contractor. StreetsLA shall begin weekly watering of the tree replacements
upon tree planting confirmation from the contractor. Tree watering shall continue for a
three-year period.

PROJECT AND STREET TREE ASSESSMENT:

1. Eligible for Credit under the Willits Settlement

BOE is the lead city agency in identifying non-ADA compliant pedestrian facilities at
locations throughout the City of Los Angeles as part of the Citywide Sidewalk Repair
Program, which was initiated by Council File No. 14-0163-S4 and adopted on February
3, 2015. Bureau of Street Services (StreetsLA) is proposing to reconstruct the
inaccessible sidewalks, curb and gutter due to uplift and severe disruption by the roots
and root crowns of the subject trees. Accordingly, the Project would be eligible for credit
under the Willits Settlement.

2. Street Tree Removal Assessment

BOE is working in close collaboration with StreetsLA in addressing potential impacts to
street trees adjacent to targeted locations.
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BOE contacted
StreetsLA in
reference to

reconstruction of
inaccessible
sidewalk conditions
at six addresses
located on the 1500

NO. OF

block of North cD TREES SI-DI-EREIEES TREE CONDITION
Crescent Heights IMPACTED
Boulevard of which
five addresses
have trees that will
be severely
impacted, requiring
removal.
ADDRESS
8101 W Sunset Indian
Blvd on N Crescent | 4 1 Laurel Fig
Heights Blvd
15|j|:iglhg§\c/:celnt 4 2 L;E(rjel?rllig Displays some die back ’
1520 N Crescent ) 1 Indian throughout the tree canopy’s
Heights Blvd Laurel Fig
1524 N Crescent 4 1 Indian
Heights Blvd Laurel Fig
1538 N Crescent 4 1 Indian
Heights Blvd Laurel Fig

A StreetsLA arborist inspected the subject locations on November 15, 2021 through May
19, 2022 and verified that 6 street trees will be severely impacted by the Project and
require removal. StreetsLA is proposing to replace the inaccessible sidewalks, curb and
gutter due to uplift and severe disruption by the roots and root crowns of the subject trees.
The trees have severely outgrown their growing space and inaccessible sidewalks, curb

and gutter are prevalent throughout the area.

a) Street Tree Root Pruning

StreetsLA has determined that the required root pruning to allow the trees to remain would
significantly and adversely affect the trees’ health and roots’ structural integrity leaving

them potentially unstable. Hence, sidewalk reconstruction will require tree removal.
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b) Street Tree Canopy Pruning

Street tree canopy pruning is not applicable for the trees in this Project, as canopy pruning
would not remedy the sidewalk accessibility issues.

c) Street Tree Removal Determination

The trees are in fair condition measuring approximately 30 to 50-inches in diameter by
approximately 45 to 55-feet in height growing in 3.5 foot by 4-foot tree wells to 5-foot by
6-foot tree wells. The street trees are unable to be retained by root pruning due to concern
of tree stability, impact on tree health, and in the interest of public safety and ADA
accessibility.

Alternative methods and options were explored, including enlarging the parkway,
ramping, sidewalk minimizing, and meandering sidewalks. However, the size, species,
condition, and location of the trees negate the possibility of tree preservation or relocation.

d) Street Tree Planting Specifications

All tree replacements shall comply with the ratio of 2 replacement trees per removed
street tree, and shall be planted, watered, and maintained by StreetsLA. StreetsLA shall
begin watering of the tree replacements upon tree planting. Tree watering shall continue
as specified in the Sidewalk Repair Program Street Tree Policy, for a minimum five-year
period.

e One, 24-inch box size Crape Myrtle ‘Natchez’ (Crape Myrtle ‘Natchez’) tree to be
replanted at 8101 W Sunset Bl on (1508) North Crescent Heights Boulevard

e Three, 24-inch box size Crape Myrtle ‘Natchez’ trees to be replanted at 1514 North
Crescent Heights Boulevard

¢ One, 24-inch box size Desert Willow ‘Bubba’ (Chilopsis linearis ‘Bubba’) tree to be
replanted at 1515 North Crescent Heights Boulevard

e One, 24-inch box size Crape Myrtle ‘Natchez’ tree to be replanted at 1520 North
Crescent Heights Boulevard

e One, 24-inch box size Crape Myrtle ‘Natchez’ tree to be replanted at 1524 North
Crescent Heights Boulevard

e One, 24-inch box size Crape Myrtle ‘Natchez’ tree to be replanted at 1538 North
Crescent Heights Boulevard

e Two, 24-inch box size Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia) trees to be replanted at
8017 West Selma Avenue
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