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Robbie |
05/29/2024 07:42 AM
24-0510

Dear Councilmembers, I’m writing to advocate for the
Yucca-Vine Tower’s Historic-Cultural Monument nomination and
the negative impact of its amendment put forth by
Councilmember Hugo Soto-Martinez, which you will be voting
on this Friday, May 31. Simply put: The amendment needs
adjustment and cannot be passed as-is. The amendment rejects the
Cultural Heritage Commission’s expert recommendation on April
18 to fully designate the building’s exteriors and interiors. On
May 9, CD13 planning director Emma Howard stated in an email:
“For HCMs, generally speaking our office lets the CHC make
recommendations and we uphold those recommendations at
Council. I don’t believe there’s any issue with the Yucca
nomination.” However, at the PLUM meeting on May 21, she
announced the amendment, citing the Office of Historic
Resource’s staff report as context ... but the staff report was
distributed on April 4. Why did she tell concerned constituents
otherwise ahead of PLUM? Councilmember Soto-Martinez’s
decision to narrow the period of significance from 1929-1931 to
only 1929 is without merit: The east and west wings are not
“alterations” as the amendment and OHR staff report erroneously
claim. Both structures were built along with the main tower by
Henry L. Gogerty, one of the most prominent Los Angeles
architects, and all three are his earliest examples of Art Deco.
Construction began on the East Wing in October 1929 and was
completed before January 11, 1930, according to the Los Angeles
Times. Without question, the East Wing should be included in the
HCM nomination. The east and west wings are significant
character-defining features, and if not protected under the HCM,
the two structures are vulnerable to redevelopment that will
destroy the Yucca-Vine Tower’s overall architectural integrity.
And the threat is real: City Council sponsored a $35 million
municipal redevelopment bond for the property owners in October
2023. Please don’t acquiesce to an amendment that can be easily
improved. Please revise the amendment and mitigate the
tremendous negative impact on one of Hollywood’s remaining
Art Deco masterpieces. Please seek further discussion and do not
rush to a final vote on Friday. Thank you, Robbie i
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John Girodo, Vice Chairman, Art Deco Society of Los Angeles
05/30/2024 05:05 PM
24-0510

Simply edit the Amendment for a Win-Win! For CD13, Cultural
Heritage Commission, OHR, the constituents, and
preservationists: 1. Change "1929" to the Cultural Heritage
Commission determined architectural Period of Significance to
"1929-1931". 2. Adjust punctuation and grammar to solidify and
clarify the intent of the Amendment. Make Clear The Full
Exeterior And "Wings" are protected for the CHC period of
significance of 1929-1931. 3. Correct the OHR Staff Report
inaccuracies pertaining to CD13's inaccurate amendment.



Name:

Date Submitted:

Council File No:

Comments for Public Posting:

Communication from Public

Kathleen Perricone
05/30/2024 06:20 PM
24-0510

To City Council: CF 24-0510 There 1s a factual error in the Final
Staff Report regarding the Mountain States Building /
Yucca-Vine Tower’s East and West Wings: Quote in Final Staff
Report: “Based on permit records, the subject property has
experienced several alterations over the years that consist of the
addition of a second floor to the west wing and the construction of
the east wing in 1930 Correction: Both wings were in existence
coincident with the Tower’s construction, and are significant and
a part of the building. The fact that permits for these wings were
applied for separately does not make them “alterations.” The East
Wing permit for was pulled in October 1929 (see attached pdf),
the same month the LA Times reported construction had begun on
the two-story structure (“Life Insurance Unit Expanding,”
newspaper report Oct. 20, 1929; see attached pdf). By January 11,
1930, it was completed (“Mountain States in Good Gain,”
newspaper report Jan. 11, 1930; see attached pdf). The West
Wing permit (see attached pdf) was separately applied for due to a
difference in ownership (Hollywood real estate moguls Alfred Z.
and Harold O. Taft). The brothers built the West Wing in 1929 as
a Piggly-Wiggly market, and added a second story in 1930 that
used as their company’s office. The nomination’s amendment
may be misconstrued unless these facts are clearly disclosed. The
Amendment adopted by PLUM was written in a way that is
unclear regarding the exterior. The PLUM did not request or get
clarification. Based on the facts in the nomination, not the
incorrect summary in the OHR’s Staff Report, the Amendment
limits the interior features to 1929. Some punctuation will help
the Amendment read in a way that matches facts: “I support the
report and recommendations from the Cultural Heritage
Commission dated May 2, 2024, item 2 on today's 5/21/24
Planning and Land Use Management Committee Agenda (CF
24-0510), relative to the inclusion of Mountain States Life
Building/Yucca-Tower, for the property located at 6301 -6317 W.
Yucca Street with the following amendment to limit the
designation to include the exterior of the property, [add

comma] and only [add “only”’] interior features dating from the
original 1929 construction and excluding any later interior
alterations.”
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East Wing construction
The Los Angeles Times,
Oct. 20, 1929
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MOUNTAIN
STATES IN
GOOD GAIN

New Business Written by
Life Risk Company Up
81,015,765 in Year '

Revealing substantial progress for
the year, Mountain States Life
Insurance Company of Hollywood
wrote $6,850,185 of new business in
1020, an increase of $1,015,765 over
1928, according to a preliminary
annual report released yesterday by
William L. Vernon, president.

The statement showed that $17.-
584,309 of insurance was in force
at the close of 1929, an increase
of $2,251300. Net assels of the
company are $2,103,807, as compared
with $1,290,521 1n 1928, a gain of
$613,086. The annual premium in-
come is now $1,08256%,

The company during the past
vear absorbed ihe Western Casualcy
Company of Denver and Sierra Ne-
vada Lite and Casualty Company
of Oagland. Annual premium in-
ccme of Western Casua'ly 1s given
as $500,000 with capital and sur-
pius of $°7¢,00¢. Prior to the ac-
quisitions of these two companies,
Mouwitain Staws took over three
other Nebraska, Arizona and Mis-
souri life insurance companies.

Home offices of Western Casualty
and Sierra Nevada will be mo:!e‘d

e

Mountain States e

Hollywood abou’, the 20th inst. A
two-story annex has been con-
structed for their use. The absorp-

panies marked the entrance o

Mountain States Life into the cas-
ualty fleld.
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East Wing construction complete

The Los Angeles Times,
Jan. 11, 1930



