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P.I.C.O. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 

PO Box 351329 

Los Angeles, CA 90035 
www.PICONC.com 

 
 

- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT - 
 
 
Council File: 24-0602 
 
Title: Study Artificial Turf Policies and Consider Moving Away from Use of Artificial 

Turf 
 
Position: Support 
 
Summary: 
 

Dear Members of the Los Angeles, City Council, The PICO Neighborhood 
Council (“NC”) supports studying the policies around use of artificial turf and 
examining what moving away from artificial turf might look like. Thus, PICO NC 
supports Councilmember Bob Blumenfeld’s motion in Council File 24-0602 as a path 
to eliminating artificial turf.  

Soil is an ecosystem, full of life. When soil is covered with a sheet of plastic 
grass,  the impermeable plastic kills living organisms in the soil and provides less 
nutrients for wildlife and birds who depend on insects and worms, contributing to 
the loss of biodiversity. We are in the midst of a biodiversity crisis, exacerbated by the 
climate crisis. To cover the earth with fake plants is contrary to what needs to 
happen.  

Additionally, artificial turf is impermeable, leading to flooding and storm run-
off to the ocean. Making matters worse, that run-off from artificial turf is derived 
from petrochemicals and methane and contains PFAS (forever chemicals) and 
microplastics, which are accumulating in Angeleno’s bodies, the city’s drinking 
water, and the ocean. The EPA has reported there is no safe allowable amount of 
PFAS. PFAS are known carcinogens, neurotoxins, and hormone disrupters.  

Moreover, at a time when we need to harness the cooling power of actual 
living plants and trees, artificial turf can reach temperatures 80 degrees higher than 
ambient air temperature. Artificial turf contributes to a heat-island effect, increasing 
the risk of heat stroke.   

Finally, plastic grass is often slippery, leading to skin-shearing sports injuries.  

In summary, while the artificial turf industry wants us to believe they are 
designing an ever-improving product, artificial turf actually continues to be made 
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from dangerous plastic, and remains impermeable, leading to a trail of microplastics 
for subsequent generations to try to clean up while killing of biodiversity.  PICO NC 
thus supports # 24-0602. 

 




