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Attached is our Demand to Cure and Correct the City Council's
September 4, 2026 action on Council File 24-0751, which directed
the renaming of Pershing Square to "Biddy Mason Park." It is
delivered on the 28th day after the action via email and placement
in the Council File. The demand rests on two problems with the
September 4 proceeding: 1. The vote was preceded by a false
statement of fact. Councilmember Jurado told her colleagues that
General John J. Pershing "never [set] foot into the city of L.A." He
was received here on January 26, 1920, and rode in a parade on
Broadway beside Mayor Meredith P. Snyder. The City Council
named the square for him on November 12, 1918, one day after
the Armistice. 2. Speakers were not afforded equal time. The
meeting announced one minute per item. Four supporters of the
renaming then spoke a combined 7 minutes 27 seconds without
interruption, while opponents were held to the allotment and
Courtland Jindra was cut off. Virtual comment closed with callers,
including us, still in the queue. We ask the City to: - rescind the
action - instruct Recreation and Parks to take no action pending a
corrected record - preserve the meeting records - rehear the item
under a single time allotment applied equally to every speaker
Please respond in writing within 30 days. We hold Biddy Mason
in high regard. This demand concerns the integrity of the process,
not her legacy. Sincerely, Kim Cooper & Richard Schave
Esotouric - Looking out for Los Angeles Pershing Square
Restoration Society
http://www.esotouric.com/historicpreservation
http://esotouric.substack.com
https://restorepershingsquare.blogspot.com/ Attachment:

Cure and Correct CF 24-0751 Pershing Square.pdf (27 pages).
It contains the letter and Exhibits D, E, G and K; the remaining
exhibits are linked within.



Demand to Cureand Correct and Request for Rehearing

Council File 24-0751 (Biddy Mason Park / Pershing Squar e Renaming / 532 South Olive
Street)
Agendaltem No. 5, Regular Council Meeting of September 4, 2026

October 2, 2026
Via email and filing in Council File 24-0751

Los Angeles City Council

c/o Office of the City Clerk, Council and Public Services Division
200 N. Spring Street, Room 395

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Council President Marqueece Harris-Dawson, Council District 8
(councilmember.harris-dawson@l acity.org)

President Pro Tempore Bob Blumenfield, Council District 3, presiding officer on September 4,
2026 (councilmember.blumenfield@lacity.org)

Councilmember Y sabel Jurado, Council District 14 (councilmember.jurado@Ilacity.org)
Office of the City Attorney (cityatty.help@lacity.org)

Deputy City Attorney Strefan Fauble, moderator of public comment on September 4, 2026
(strefan.fauble@l acity.org)

Dear Council President Harris-Dawson, President Pro Tempore Blumenfield, Councilmembers,
City Clerk and City Attorney:

We write to demand that the Los Angeles City Council cure and correct its September 4, 2026
action on Council File 24-0751, in which the Council adopted the report of the Arts, Parks,
Libraries, and Community Enrichment Committee and instructed the Department of Recreation
and Parks and the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners to rename Pershing Square, 532
South Olive Street, to “Biddy Mason Park.” This demand is delivered on the 28th day after the
action.

We hold Biddy Mason in high regard. Her courage, enterprise and philanthropy deserve accurate
and meaningful commemoration, and the City already honors her at Biddy Mason Memorial Park
on the site of her homestead, a few blocks from Pershing Square. This letter does not ask the City
to silence anyone who supports the renaming. It asks the City to repair alegislative process that
rested on a demonstrably false factual premise stated by the motion’s author on the Council floor,
and on a public comment period in which speakers were not afforded equal time.

1. Therecord
* June 21, 2024: Motion (de Ledn - Price) introduced proposing the renaming.
* June 26, 2026: Council File expired per Council policy (CF 05-0553).

* July 1, 2026: Councilmember Jurado introduced a new motion (seconded by Councilmember
Hutt), referred to the Arts, Parks, Libraries, and Community Enrichment Committee.

* August 25, 2026: That committee approved the item.
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* August 28, 2026: The City Clerk re-referred the item to the Arts, Parks, and City Facilities
Committee pursuant to CF 26-2000.

*  September 1, 2026: The City Clerk scheduled the item for Council on September 4, 2026,
without consideration by the committee to which it had been re-referred three days earlier.

*  September 4, 2026: Council adopted the item 11-0 (Harris-Dawson, Padilla, Park and
Y aroslavsky absent), subject to reconsideration under Council Rule 51.

*  September 8, 2026: Council action final.

All times below refer to the City Clerk’ s official recording, “Regular City Council - 9/4/26,”
LACityClerk Y ouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/live/aEnW1IdTIgc), and each links to
that point in the recording. President Pro Tempore Bob Blumenfield presided; Council President
Harris-Dawson was absent.

2. The Council acted on a materially false statement of fact

At 3:22:34 of the official recording (https.//www.youtube.com/live/laEnW1ldTIqc2=12154),
immediately before asking her colleagues to vote, Councilmember Jurado stated that General John
J. Pershing had “never [set] foot into the city of L.A.”

That statement isfalse. General Pershing was received in Los Angeles on January 26, 1920,
during his national tour as Genera of the Armies. He rode in a parade on Broadway beside Mayor
Meredith P. Snyder, a personal friend of Biddy Mason who spoke at the pul pit when her memorial
window was dedicated at the First AME Church (Exhibit K), and whose own fallen WWI soldier
son Ross would lay in state in Pershing Square in 1923, after his body was repatriated from France
(https://restorepershingsquare.bl ogspot.com/2016/11/in-honored-memory-ross-snyder-comes 10.h
tml). General Pershing received a key to the city, toured the Goldwyn studio and spoke at
Exposition Park, the Hotel Alexandriaand a Merchants' and Manufacturers' Association banquet.
The visit was covered at length in the Los Angeles Times (January 26 and 27, 1920) and the Los
Angeles Evening Express (January 26, 1920), and is documented in the photograph collection of
the Homestead Museum (object 2007.447.1.3). See Exhibit F.

Thiswas not an innocent slip. The identical claim appeared in the 2024 version of this motion, and
was publicly refuted at that time, with photographic evidence of General Pershing riding in an open
car waving at Los Angeles crowds. The Council was on notice and the false claim was removed
from Councilmember Jurado’s new motion. Y et the falsehood was still repeated as partial rationale
for removing the name of aWorld War | memorial, on Council floor, during Councilmember
Jurado’s call for her colleaguesto vote in favor.

The name was conferred by the City Council itself on November 12, 1918, just one day after the
Armistice, to honor General Pershing and the Americans who served under his command. This
makes Pershing Square in Los Angeles quite likely the very first World War | memorial to be so
designated in the United States of America. The original resolution, from the collections of the Los
Angeles City Archives, isreproduced as Exhibit E. That resolution itself invited General Pershing
tovisit Los Angeles for the dedication. A legislative body may debate how a civic memorial is
named. It should not undo a 108-year-old act of its own predecessors on the strength of a factual
premise that is untrue.
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3. Speakerswere not afforded equal time

The Rules of the Los Angeles City Council (Chapter 11, Public Notice, Attendance and Comment)
permit the Presiding Officer to provide additional time to a member of the public only “aslong as
other speakers are afforded equal time.” That did not happen on September 4.

s 2:30:45 (https.//www.youtube.com/live/aEnW1ldTIgc?2=9045): The public comment
instructions announced one minute per item and listed the items open for comment as 7 through
13. Item 5 was not on that list. Comment on Item 5 was nonethel ess taken, beginning with
supporters of the renaming.

*  2:33:26 t0 2:41:16 (https.//www.youtube.com/live/aEnW1ldTIqc?=9206): Four speakersin
favor of the renaming, each affiliated with First AME Church or the Biddy Mason Charitable
Foundation, spoke for 1:47 (Rev. Dr. Timothy E. Tyler), 2:00 (Jackie Broxton), 2:03 (Michael
Ellison-Lewis) and 1:37 (Erma Bernard Gibson). Together they used 7 minutes 27 seconds
against afour-minute allotment. When the first passed one minute he was invited to “finish your
thought” (2:35:02). The next three were not interrupted at all.

* 2:45:24to 3:00:38: Speakers opposed to the renaming or critical of the process were held to the
announced allotment. Courtland Jindra, who identified himself as former co-director of the
Californiatask force commemorating the First World War, spoke against the renaming
beginning at 2:45:24 (https.//www.youtube.com/live/aEnW1ldTIgc?=9924) and was cut off at
2:46:39, after 1:15 that included the moderator confirming Item 5 had been reopened for him.
Supporters' clocks ran aslong as 2:03 without interruption. An unidentified opponent spoke
0:52 on Item 5 and Tom Grode 1:11 for Item 5 and general comment combined.

* 3:03:53 (https://www.youtube.com/live/aEnW1ldTlgc?=11033): Daniel Guss, calling in,
warned the moderator on the record that the Council could lawfully reopen comment on Item 5

but could not let the clock run past a minute for supporters while cutting off opponents, which
he identified as viewpoint discrimination. The Council proceeded without correcting the
imbalance.

*  3:20:22 (https://www.youtube.com/live/laEnW1ldTIqc?=12022): The Clerk announced that all
time allotted for virtua public comment had been used. Virtua comment closed after six callers
and about 18 minutes, while in-person comment had run about 27 minutes. We werein the
telephone queue to comment on Item 5 in opposition and were never called.

e 3:25:25 (https://www.youtube.com/live/aEnW1ldTlqc?2=12325): Council voted 11-0.

The full speaker-by-speaker record is set out in Exhibit D.

The imbalance did not arise in a vacuum. Records produced by Council District 14 under the
Cdlifornia Public Records Act show that on July 17, 2026, CD14 Senior Legislative Deputy
Davida Koren emailed Mr. Ellison-Lewis noting that opposition letters had been filed and inviting
his organization to submit supportive comment, with adirect link for doing so. The records show
no comparable outreach to known opponents. Mr. Ellison-Lewis' s own comment on September 4
ran 2:03. See Exhibit G.

When a public body opens its meeting to hear the views of citizens, it may regulate time and
decorum, but it may not treat speakers differently based on the content of what they say. City of
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Madison Joint School Dist. No. 8 v. Wisconsin Employment Relations Comm'n, 429 U.S. 167,
175-76 (1976) (when aboard sitsin public meetings to conduct public business and hear the views
of citizens, it may not discriminate between speakers on the basis of the content of their speech);
see dlso U.S. Const., amend. I; Cal. Const., art. |, 88 2-3. Granting supporters roughly double the
announced allotment while holding opponentsto it is unequal treatment by viewpoint, and it
undermines both the fairness of the hearing and the integrity of the resulting vote.

4. The process disregar ded the City’s own guidance on renaming

The Civic Memory Working Group’s Past Due: Report and Recommendations (April 2021),
produced at public expense, concluded that “the naming of sites and commissioning of monuments
should not fall to individual elected officials.” The Civil + Human Rights and Equity Department’ s
Proposed Community Informed Framework and Process for Renaming Cesar Chavez Named
Assets (CF 26-0430), transmitted to Council on September 4, 2026, the same day as this vote,
cautions against “ establishing a predetermined replacement name before community engagement is
completed.” See ExhibitsH and I.

Here the replacement name was fixed by the motion itself, no community engagement process
preceded the vote and the Council heard a public comment period weighted toward one side. The
City’ s own frameworks describe the opposite of what occurred.

The Council’ s action instructs the Department of Recreation and Parks and its Board of
Commissioners, who retain authority over the naming of City parks. No park sign has changed.
The Council has afull and practical opportunity to correct its own record before that body acts.

5. Legal basis

This demand is made under the Ralph M. Brown Act, including Government Code sections
54954.3 and 54960; the First Amendment to the United States Constitution; Article I, sections 2
and 3 of the California Constitution; and the Rules of the Los Angeles City Council. To the extent
any violation identified here falls within Government Code section 54960.1, this letter also
constitutes the written demand required by section 54960.1, subdivisions (b) and (c), served within
30 days of the action.

6. Demand
We request that within 30 days of receipt of thisletter the City:

1 Rescind or vacate the September 4, 2026 action on Council File 24-0751 and return the matter
to committee.
2 Instruct the Department of Recreation and Parks and the Board of Recreation and Parks

Commissioner sto take no action on the renaming pending a corrected record and a new
hearing, and transmit a copy of this |etter to the Board.

3 Correct therecord inwriting in Council File 24-0751, acknowledging that General Pershing
visited Los Angeles on January 26, 1920, and supplying an accurate account of the City
Council’s November 12, 1918 dedication of Pershing Square asaWorld War | memorial.
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4 Rehear theitem at a properly noticed meeting at which the Presiding Officer announces a
single time allotment, appliesit equally to every speaker regardless of position and calls
telephone commenters in the queue.

5 Preserveall records of the September 4, 2026 meeting and of Council File 24-0751, including
video and audio, the speaker queue and telephone call log, any public comment timer data,
speaker cards and any instructionsto Clerk or Council staff concerning the handling of public
comment on thisitem.

6 Disclosethe policy rationale for the renaming, including any planned application for
Proposition 4 Statewide Park Program funds and any communications with the DTLA Alliance
or other outside parties concerning LA 28 programming, sponsorship or rebranding of Pershing
Square.

7 Refer thematter to a community engagement process consistent with Past Due and the Civil
+ Human Rights and Equity Department’ s renaming framework before any recommendation
reaches the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners.

Please respond in writing, as Government Code section 54960.1, subdivision (c)(2) contemplates,
stating the corrective action the City will take or its decision not to act. If the City contends that the
September 4 public comment period complied with the Council Rules and with state and federal
law, please identify the specific rule and facts on which it relies, including the basis for the unequal
time afforded to speakers.

This letter is arequest for prompt correction and preservation of the public record. It does not
waive any right or remedy available to us or to any member of the public.

Sincerely,

Kim Cooper & Richard Schave

Esotouric - Looking out for Los Angeles
Pershing Square Restoration Society
http://www.esotouric.com/historicpreservation

http://esotouric.substack.com
https://restorepershingsguare.bl ogspot.com/

cc: Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners (rap.commissioners@I acity.org)
Jmmy Kim, General Manager, Department of Recreation and Parks (jimmy.kim@lacity.org)
Council File 24-0751
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Exhibits

* A. Council File 24-0751 record and Official Action of the Council (September 8, 2026): https.//
cityclerk.lacity.ora/lacityclerkconnect/index.cf m?fa=ccfi.viewrecord& cfnumber;=24-0751 and
https.//cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2024/24-0751_CA_09-08-26.pdf

* B. Motion (Jurado - Hutt), July 1, 2026:
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2024/24-0751 misc 07-01-26.pdf

* C. Speaker Request List, Item 5, September 4, 2026:
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2024/24-0751_SC _09-04-2026.pdf

* D. Timestamp index of the official recording (attached).

* E. LosAngeles City Council Resolution 2218 (1918), renaming Central Square to Pershing
Square, adopted November 12, 1918 by a vote of 9-0. Council minutes, pages 582-583, Los
Angeles City Archives (attached, with transcription).

* F. Genera Pershing in Los Angeles, January 26, 1920: Los Angeles Times, January 26 and 27,
1920; Los Angeles Evening Express, January 26, 1920; Homestead Museum photograph
2007.447.1.3, reproduced at https://homesteadmuseum.blog/2020/01/26/here-his-fame-is-secur
e-general-john-j-black-jack-pershing-tours-los-angel es-26-january-1920/. Captain Ross Snyder
liesin state in Pershing Square, 1923: https.//restorepershingsguare.blogspot.com/2016/11/in-h
onored-memory-ross-snyder-comes 10.html

* G. Council District 14 records produced under the California Public Records Act, including
emails of June 22 and July 17, 2026 (attached).

* H. Civic Memory Working Group, Past Due: Report and Recommendations (April 2021):
https://civicmemory.la/PDF/

* |. Civil + Human Rights and Equity Department, Proposed Community Informed Framework
and Process for Renaming Cesar Chavez Named Assets, CF 26-0430 (September 4, 2026):
https:.//cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2026/26-0430 rpt chred 9-4-26.pdf.pdf

* J. Rules of the Los Angeles City Council, Chapter 11 (Public Notice, Attendance and
Comment): https://clerk.lacity.org/sites/g/files/wph1491/files/2021-02/lacityp 026042.pdf

* K."*Memoria to Biddy Mason, Mayor Snyder in Pulpit,” Los Angeles Times, March 7, 1904
(attached).
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Exhibit D: Timestamp index, official recording of September 4, 2026

Recording: “Regular City Council - 9/4/26,” LACityClerk Y ouTube channel,
https://www.youtube.com/live/aEnW1IdTlgc. Times are taken from the recording’ s timestamped transcript. Each start
time isthe speaker’ s first words; each end time is the moderator’ s closing “thank you” or the speaker’s last words.

Durations are accurate to within afew seconds.

Key moments

Time

2:30:45
2:35:.02
2:46:39
3:03:53
3:20:22
3:22:34
3:25:25

Event

Instructions: “one minute per item”; items open listed as 7 through 13
First Item 5 supporter, past one minute, invited to “finish your thought”
Courtland Jindra, opposing, cut off

Daniel Guss warns of viewpoint discrimination

Virtual public comment closed as out of time

Councilmember Jurado: Pershing “never [set] foot into the city of L.A.”

Council votes 11-0

Item 5 speakers on the one-minute allotment

Speaker Position Start End Time

Rev. Dr. Timothy E. Tyler, Pastor, First AME Support 2:33:26 2:35:13 1:47

Church

Jackie Broxton, President and CEO, Biddy Support 2:35:22 2:37:22 2:00

Mason Charitable Foundation

Michael Ellison-Lewis, Biddy Mason Charitable | Support 2:37:32 2:39:35 2:03

Foundation and First AME Church

Erma Bernard Gibson, First AME Church Support 2:39:39 2:41:16 1:37

(identified herself as a City women's

commissioner)

Courtland Jindra, former co-director of the Oppose 2:45:24 2:46:39 1:15 (cut

CaliforniaWorld War | centennial task force (as off)

stated)

Unidentified speaker (Item 5 portion) Oppose 2:53:59 2:54:51 0:52

Tom Grode (Item 5 and general combined) Process 2:59:27 3:00:38 111
concern

Link
1=9045
129302
129924
1=11033
1=12022
=12154
1=12325

Link

{=9206

129322

=9452

t=9579

=9924

{=10439
=10767

Supporters combined: 7:27 against four one-minute allotments. Opponents and process critics combined: 3:18 against

three.

Item 5 remarkswithin multi-item allotments

Speaker Position Start End Time
Wayne Spindler (Item 5 portion) Oppose 2:49:48 2:50:40 0:52
Daniel Guss, by telephone (full turn: Items 1 and | Process 3:.03:27 3.07:11 344
5 plus general) objection
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Exhibit E: Los Angeles City Council Resolution 2218 (1918), renaming Central
Squar e to Pershing Square, November 12, 1918

Minutes of the Los Angeles City Council, Tuesday, November 12, 1918, pages 582-583. Collections of the Los Angeles
City Archives. Transcription of the resolution follows; the original pages are reproduced after it.

Mr. Olsen presented the following resolution and moved its adoption: 2218 (1918)

WHEREAS, the world today is thrilled with the news that Peace has been re-established, and the arms of America
and her Allies have been victorious in the world fight for Democracy; and

WHEREAS, The City of Los Angelesisfilled with joy and thanksgiving over the successful outcome of the
mightiest of all wars, and that justice and right have prevailed in the struggle; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Los Angeles, filled with heartfelt gratitude to the Almighty God for His delivery
of the world from the horrors of autocratic barbarism, and that war has given way to ajust and victorious Peace;
and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Los Angelesis deeply conscious of the magnificent part played by the Army and
Navy of Americain bringing about this world-liberating Peace, and desires to pay tribute to the men of America
who aided our Alliesin establishing Victory and Peace; and

WHEREAS, JOHN J. PERSHING, Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Force, isaman to
whom was entrusted the duty of leading America’ s Army on the battlefield, and has performed that duty with
notable skill and tact; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Los Angeles believes that some concrete testimonial of the appreciation of the
city of the distinguished services of General Pershing should be maintained for all time in a conspicuous place in
Los Angeles,;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That in appreciation of the magnificent services of John J. Pershing
and the American Expeditionary Force, which he commands, that the name of Central Square be changed to
PERSHING SQUARE, and that a committee be appointed by the President of the Council to draft an ordinance
and resolutions changing the name of CENTRAL SQUARE to PERSHING SQUARE, and to arrange for the
proper dedication of the new name of this Square; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the rank and file be requested to contribute to a fund for the erection of a
suitable memorial for the splendid services rendered by General Pershing and the Army and Navy of the United
States of America, which will be alasting mark of appreciation of the people of Los Angeles; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the above mentioned committee prepare plans for an adequate program to
attend the dedication of the name of PERSHING SQUARE and that General John J. Pershing be invited to visit
Los Angeles at the time of said dedication.

Which resolution being duly seconded by Mr. Cleaveland, and after remarks by Messrs. Cleaveland and Olsen,
said resolution was adopted by the following vote:- Ayes, Cleaveland, Conaway, Conrad, Criswell, Mallard,
Olsen, Reeves, True and President Farmer (9).

President Farmer stated that he would appoint the Committee later.

Demand to Cure and Correct, Council File 24-0751 Page 8 of 27



Exhibit E: original, page 582 (resolution begins at lower half)

Tuesday, November 1Bth, 1918.

aiatioc
Tha City Clark reported:- 2217 (1918) spped
1 tim
I harshy requneast anthority te cancel certificmte of tax sale No. 95084, for the fimea) tor s
How
year 191517, for ths resscn that said tax sals was paid by tha Titls Guarantes & Trust Com-
J. Per
pany on June E£3vd, 1917, undar Certifisats of Tax Sale No. B6,B36, and Auditor's No. BTiZ, Joha
sentral Squ
(8igned) Cham. I. Wilde, City Olerk.
£ tha Coun
I hareby cartify that statemsnt am quoted abave, is acrract &nd that Tax 3ale No. c ATHG 33
ERS!
95054 should be cancelled. x
(8igned) Jno. 8. Myers, City Anditor, BE

Referred to Finance Committes. the srsotic

the ATmy nr

Trhe Supply Committes Toported:- "A" of the peo)

In trke mattar of bids received under Specifications No. 238, covering Fumigating Candles BE

ragquired by the Hsalth Department, would Trecom—end that the bid of the Bobrick Chemical Company, quate Prog

being the lowest regmiar responsibls bidder on the sises reguired by the Health Department ba parshing b

mccapted, And We furthar recommend the adoption of the following rssolution: wh

WHEREAS. the Purchasing Agent, 1in pursuance to instructicns c¢f the Counsil advertised 2lesveland

for bids for the furnishing of Fumigating Candles required by the Health Department of the City ConswaysCo

of Lom Angales, and T
WHEREAS, in pursuande to said advertisemsnt, bids were reaceived hy the FPurchasing Agens

Detober 9, 1915, publicly opened by the Council and referrsd to the Supply Committes, and The Cilty 4

w EAS, upon r dation and report of the Supply Committes the bid of the Bobrick I

Chemical Company aupplies s

For the furcishing of slxty (60) gross more or léss Fumigating Candles, 1B Roeordance
;Ijhlpuragingga 1 to 11 inclueive of Speoifications No. 235, at » price of per gross,
0. - -

Tio.

Ho.

Hoe

total matimate $§1800.00

we8 accepted.

now, THEERREPCRE, BE IT EESOLVED, that the City Attorney be instrneted to prepars and
present the necensary contreat therefor,

Mr, Réeves, moved, #sconded by Mr. Olesan, that the report ad read and resolution be

sdopted, Which motion wms sdopted by the following wote:-Ayea,Cleave Iand,Conawmy,Ocnrad ,Criswell,
Mallard,0lsen,Heavea, True and President Farmer (9).

¥r. Olean preserted the following resclution and moved 1ts sdoption: 2218 (1918)
WHEEREAS, the world today is thrilled witk the news that Peace has been re-established,
the arme of America and her Allies have been victorious in the world fight for Demcorscy;

iU AL LGLH ARG R RS QY

WEEREAS, The City of Los Angeles 18 filled with Jjoy &nd thanksgliving over the success-
outcome of the mightiest of =ll ware, end thet jJustice &nd right have prevailed in the
struggle; mod
WEEEELS, the City Councll of Ios Angelss, £111ed with heartfolt gratituis to the Al1-
mighty God for Fis delivery of the world from the horrors of sutoorstic barbarism. &nd that war
bee ziven way tc & Just and victorious Pesce; mnd

TEEREAS, the City Council of Los Angeles is deeply conscions of the megnificent part

played by the Army and Nevy of Amorios in bringing sbout this world-liberating Pesce, and de-

tut wma
sires to pay tribute to the men of Ameries who sided our Allies in establishing Viectory and invest:
went:
Fesce; mnd
duly r
WHEREAS, JOHN J. PERSHING, Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary Force. is .
Angels
& man to whom was entrueted the duty of lesding America's Army on the battlefisld, and has per- City &
formed thst duty with nctable skill and tact; and
Yyers,

WEEREAS, the City Council of Los Angeles believes that some conocrate testimonial of the
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Exhibit E: original, page 583 (resolution concludes at top)

'luold.ly. Hovember 12th, 1918,

sppreciation of the city of the distinguished services of General Pershing should be maintained
for all time in & conapiocuous place in Los Angeles;

HOW, THEREFORE, EE IT RESOILVED: That in sppreciation of the magnificent services of
John J. Pershing snd the Americen Expeditionary Force, which he commands, that the name of
central Square be changed to PERSHING SQUARE, end thet & committee be appointed by the President
of the Council to draft an ordinance and resolutions changing the name of CENTRAL SQUARE to
PERSHING SQUARE, snd to arrange for the proper dedication of the new name of this Squasre; and

BE IT FURTHER EESOLVED: That the rank and file be reguested to contribute to & fund for
the erection of & suitable memorial for the splendid services rendered by General Pershing and
the Army und Navy of the United States of America, which will be s lasting mark of sppreciation
of the people of Los Angeles; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the above mentioned committee prepare plans for an ade-
quate program to attend the dedication of the name of PERSHING SQUARE and that General John J.
Pershing be invited to visit Los Angeles at the time of eaid dedication.

b TN R B MEN WEAEE o TH R W

alu.-ée_é- L —

Which resolution being duly seconded by Mr. Clsaveland, snd after remarks by Messrs.
cleaveland and Olsen, said resolution was adopted by the following vote:-Ayes,Cleaveland,
Conaway,Conrad,Criswell,Mallard,Olsen,Reeves,True and President Parmer (9).

President Farmer stated that he would appoint the Committee later.

The City Auditor reported:- 2209 (1913)
I present herewith for your consideration end sction the following claims for salary.
supplies and other services against the City of Sawtelle:
Jas, C, Ten Eyck, City Marshal, sa!ary & exp. Jamuary *B)..SE
Ballard ty ALt - 60200

.t

"
L]
"
"
-
»

Tres salary
h.l{nlth ufﬂ.on‘ unrvic-
City Engineer
City Clerk. salary
!‘a:u ‘.Duiy uuv%ool

- wrey pm =
mimail € L ST i,

Fireman

!rl;'lt 3 salary
n "

Gustodian L

water Dec.
print :g Bup.

[

43333333 33d3313493

lumber,cement

directory

gﬂsolino
nmber

coal
Haroia Griffitn lsbor
Rollie Granis o
"m.;ﬁ.::. Feed & Fuel C "
Ve ae e Os
Tand ropeir

ing
File Saw
Labor

Team
Iighting
s Water Co. water
ies Gas Co. Gas
Pacifie Tel.& Tel.Co. Rental

33333333333333333

Thepe oleims were all exmmined and approved by the City of Sawtelle Finance Committes,
tut warrants were never issued in payment of same, I have had my inspector, Mr. J. K. Eawk,
investigate these clsims and he finds that the services,materisl or supplies represented were
duly received by the City of Seawtelle and the records of both Sawtelle and the City of Ios
Angeles show that seme have not been paid. They scorued prior to annexation Jan, 23, 1918. The
City Attorney has ruled with regard to several similsr olaims, the last being that of Vernon
Myers, that it wounld be legal to pay such claims. I would, therefore, recommend that I be in-

Demand to Cure and Correct, Council File 24-0751 Page 10 of 27



Exhibit G: Council District 14 records produced under the California
Public Records Act

Records produced by the Office of Councilmember Y sabel Jurado, Council District 14, in response
to a California Public Records Act request concerning the renaming of Pershing Square, including
the emails of June 22, 2026 and July 17, 2026 cited in this |etter. Excerpt: the first 14 of the 35
pages produced, covering CD 14’ s correspondence with renaming supporters, as received
(watermarked). A private individual’s personal telephone number left unredacted in the production
has been blacked out by the submitters on the last page.
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

Subject: Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square
From: Michael Ellison-Lewis <michael@michaelellisonlewis.com>

Date: 7/26/2026, 10:56 AM

To: Davida Koren <davida.koren@lacity.org>

Hi Davida —

Thank you for sharing this update and the information regarding the Council File. Please accept our
apologies for the delayed response, as we wanted to ensure all the details of our upcoming events
could be included. Thank you for your understanding.

As you know, First AME Church of Los Angeles and the Biddy Mason Charitable Foundation strongly
support Councilmember Jurado's motion. To ensure our stance is properly reflected in the record, we
will be collecting and submitting our formal letters of support soon. We will be gathering these letters
over the weekend of August 14th through 16th during a series of powerful events honoring our
founder's legacy.

Sharing these details to demonstrate that her impact is alive, well, and continuing to grow, we have an
exceptional weekend planned:

Friday, August 14: First AME Church of Los Angeles and the Biddy Mason Charitable
Foundation are hosting a special ceremony at the Evergreen Cemetery in Boyle Heights to
honor her birthday.

Saturday, August 15 (Her actual birthday): In the morning, FAME is hosting a special
community reception in advance of the landmark redevelopment of the historic home
located on Hobart Boulevard, right-around the corner from the church. This property—
originally built for prominent entrepreneur Homer Laughlin, the visionary developer
behind downtown Los Angeles’s iconic Grand Central Market—is being proudly
repositioned as the "FAME Community House." That afternoon, the Biddy Mason
Charitable Foundation will host-our scholarship event, distributing over $100,000 to
former foster youth advancing through college. This event will be held at its home base in
the historic West Adams area.

Sunday, August 16: We will hold a celebration service at 9:00 AM at First AME Church of
Los Angeles honoring Biddy Mason, our founder.

We look forward to getting all of those compiled letters of support over to your team shortly after the
weekend wraps up.

On a personal note, | want to send blessings and peace to the Councilmember and the entire team as
you navigate the pressing issues in the district. It was deeply moving to hear the Councilmember so
powerfully articulate the direct needs of the community, and it has been incredibly heartening to see
how the team immediately sprung into action for the neighborhood following the Lineage warehouse
fire in Boyle Heights. Will circle back with more details on the events soon.

MICHAEL ELLISON-LEWIS &=
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

michael@michaelellisonlewis.com | e-mail
www.michaelellisonlewis.com | website

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This transmission is a confidential communication intended only for the private use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is proprietary, legally privileged, confidential or
otherwise legally protected. Accordingly, any dissemination, duplication or publication of the
information contained in or attached to this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error or without authorization, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
publication or other use of any of the information contained in or attached to this communication is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender by
reply transmission and delete and destroy the original communication and all copies thereof without
reading or saving them in any manner.

On Jul 17, 2026, at 3:01 PM, Davida Koren <davida.koren@Iacity.org> wrote:
Hi Michael,

I hope this week has been treating.you well! I wanted to update you that
Councilmember Jurado introduced the renaming Motion on July 1st, which can
be found at the following link: _https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/
index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=24-0751. I have attached the Motion
to this email as well.

On the Council File, you will see that some letters of opposition have been
uploaded to the public:ccomment section. To ensure your organization's opinion
is also reflected in the record, you all are invited to submit public comment by
clicking this button on the Council File:

<Screenshot 2026-07-17 at 2.55.29 PM.png>

Finally, the next steps are to have this item scheduled in Committee and then
scheduled in Council. I will be sure to keep you updated once the item has
been scheduled. Please let me know if there are any elements I can clarify.
Thank you!

Best,

Davida Koren (she/her)
Senior Legislative Deputy
Office of Councilmember Ysabel Jurado | Council District 14

o

Instagram | Facebook | Website
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

On Mon, Jun 22, 2026 at 3:15 PM Michael Ellison-Lewis <michael@michaelellisonlewis.com>
wrote:

Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square
Hi Davida,

Thank you for this update. We are incredibly enthusiastic about Councilmember Jurado’s plan to
introduce this Motion.

The momentum from the recent Juneteenth Celebration that Councilmember Jurado
cosponsored at Biddy Mason Park was palpable. It was wonderful meeting the Councilmember
and her Deputy Adam Acosta there. It was an honor to introduce them to Rev. Dr. Timothy Tyler,
Pastor of the preeminent First AME Church of Los Angeles, and Jackie Broxton, President and CEO
of the Biddy Mason Charitable Foundation.

We are certain that Councilmember Jurado will have the unanimous support of her fellow
Council members for this historic initiative. All is well on our end, and having a clear timeline will
allow me to communicate directly with several other key leaders to ensure they know the
movement is pressing forward strongly.

We are simply interested in learning what the process and timeline look like. A brief step-by-step
overview of the timeline, including when'it will go before the parks and arts committee? At that
same time, please also provide us with a copy of the Motion when it is ready (for our archives at
the church and foundation.)

Please kindly continue to keep me updated as these details solidify at every turning point.
My complete contact informationiis included below.

Thank you and have a great week serving the people of Los Angeles.
Sincerely,
MICHAEL ELLISON-LEWIS &=

michael@michaelellisonlewis.com | e-mail
www.michaelellisonlewis.com | website

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This transmission is a confidential communication intended only for the private use of the
intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is proprietary, legally

privileged, confidential or otherwise legally protected. Accordingly, any dissemination,
duplication or publication of the information contained in or attached to this communication is
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error or without authorization,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, publication or other use of any of the
information contained in or attached to this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please contact the sender by reply transmission and delete
and destroy the original communication and all copies thereof without reading or saving them

in any manner.

On Jun 22, 2026, at 1:14 PM, Davida Koren <davida.koren@Iacity.org> wrote:

Hi Michael,

| hope this email finds you well! | am reaching out to follow up on our earlier messages
regarding the renaming of Pershing Square to Biddy Mason‘Square. Councilmember Jurado
plans to introduce a Motion to initiate the renaming. | will'be sure to follow up with you once
that Motion is introduced in Council, as well as update you as.the Motion moves forward in
the Legislative process. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best,

Davida Koren (she/her)
Senior Legislative Deputy
Office of Councilmember Ysabel Jurado | Council District 14

o

Instagram | Facebook |/Website

On Tue, May 12, 2026 at 12:54 PM Michael Ellison-Lewis <michael@michaelellisonlewis.com>
wrote:

Hi Davida,

Great to be connected. | appreciate you driving the effort to move the Biddy Mason
Park naming forward.

I'll be listening out for your update on the next steps. All is well.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL ELLISON-LEWIS &=

michael@michaelellisonlewis.com | e-mail
www.michaelellisonlewis.com | website
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This transmission is a confidential communication intended only for the private use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is proprietary, legally
privileged, confidential or otherwise legally protected. Accordingly,

any dissemination, duplication or publication of the information contained in

or attached to this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received

this communication in error or without authorization, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, publication or other use of any of the information contained in or
attached to this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please contact the sender by reply transmission and delete
and destroy the original communication and all copies thereof without reading or
saving them in any manner.

On May 12, 2026, at 11:58 AM, Davida Koren <davida.koren@|acity.org> wrote:

Hi Michael,

Wonderful to be connected! We 'will work‘internally to move the Biddy Mason Park
at Pershing Square naming forward. And | will be sure to follow up with you shortly
with more information on next steps. Thank you.

Best,

Davida Koren (she/her)

Senior Legislative Deputy
Office of Councilmember Ysabel Jurado | Council District 14

o

Instagram | Facebook | Website

On Mon, May 11, 2026 at 2:31 PM Michael Ellison-Lewis
<michael@michaelellisonlewis.com> wrote:

Hi Milagros,
Thanks for the introduction.

Hi Davida, it's nice to meet you. Given that the final opportunity to hear this item
before its June 21 expiration is the June 9 committee date, I'd appreciate your
guidance on the current timeline.
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

Could you let me know if we are on track for one of the upcoming May or June
dates, and if there is any additional information needed from our end to help
move this forward?

Sincerely,
MICHAEL ELLISON-LEWIS ==

michael@michaelellisonlewis.com | e-mail
www.michaelellisonlewis.com | website

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This transmission is a confidential communication intended only for the private
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is proprietary,
legally privileged, confidential or otherwise legally protected. Accordingly,

any dissemination, duplication or publication of the information contained in

or attached to this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error or without authorization, you are hereby notified that
any dissemination, publication or other use of any of the information contained in
or attached to this communicationis strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please contact the sender by reply transmission and
delete and destroy the original communication and all copies thereof without
reading or saving them in.any manner.

On May 11, 2026, at 1:42 PM, Milagros Montalvo
<milagros.montalvo@|acity.org> wrote:

Hi Michael,

| am looping in our Senior Legislative Deputy @Davida Koren who can best
advise on your question regarding Council File 24-0751.

Best,
Milagros

On Mon, May 11, 2026 at 1:34 PM Michael Ellison-Lewis
<michael@michaelellisonlewis.com> wrote:

May 11, 2026
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square
Office of the Honorable Ysabel Jurado
Councilmember, Fourteenth District
Dear Milagros,

| left a message for you today with Princeton on the Councilmember’s team,
but | am following up via email to ensure this remains a priority.

We have not yet received a response regarding Council File

24-0751 (Biddy Mason Park). With the file’s expiration date of June 21,
2026 fast approaching, we are concerned about the timeline for getting this
scheduled.

As a reminder, the remaining committee dates before the deadline are:

e Tuesday, May 12, 2026
e Tuesday, May 26, 2026
e Tuesday, June 9, 2026 (Final opportunity before expiration)

Could you please advise on the hearing timeline and confirm the best point
of contact—whether yourself, Lauren Hodges, or Armando Bencomo—to
coordinate the next legislative steps?

We look forward to honoring Biddy"Mason’s legacy alongside
Councilmember Jurado.

With strength and gratitude,

MICHAEL ELLISON-LEWIS &=

michael@michaelellisonlewis.com | e-mail
www.michaelellisonlewis.com | website

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This transmission is a confidential communication intended only for

the private use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that
is proprietary, legally privileged, confidential or otherwise legally protected.
Accordingly, any dissemination, duplication or publication of the information
contained in or attached to this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error or without authorization, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, publication or other use of any of the
information contained in or attached to this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please contact

the sender by reply transmission and delete and destroy the original
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

communication and all copies thereof without reading or saving them in any
manner.

On Feb 4, 2026, at 10:14 AM, Michael Ellison-Lewis
<michael@michaelellisonlewis.com> wrote:

Hi Milagros,

Thank you for your thoughtful note. While we will miss the Councilmember’s
presence this Sunday at First AME Church of Los Angeles for the service, the
brunch, and the historic unveiling of the National Park Service Underground
Railroad signage, we certainly understand the weight of her current
commitments to the city.

Please share with Councilmember Jurado that the Biddy Mason Charitable
Foundation, under the leadership of our President and CEO Jackie Broxton,
remains a steadfast ally in her district. Our work with foster and transition-aged
youth is fueled by a mission of restoration—the same mission we look forward
to bringing to life alongside her as we push toward the completion of Biddy
Mason Park at Pershing Square.

As she navigates the challenges of leadership, we offer the words of Biddy
Mason herself to keep her spirit steady and her vision clear:

"If you hold yourhand closed, nothing good can come in. The open hand is
blessed, for it gives in abundance, even as it receives."

We encourage her to continue facing the issues of concern in our community
with fierce determination and an open hand. In that spirit of unity, we are eager
to hear the timeline for bringing the renaming of the park before the necessary
council committees. We want to unite our support around the Councilmember
as she champions this effort to bring it to full fruition.

We note with urgency that Council File 24-0751 is currently set to expire on June
21, 2026. Furthermore, we note that significant state grant funding appears to
be available through the Statewide Park Program (SPP) Round 5 in Summer/Fall
2026. This cycle has $188.5 million allocated from Proposition 4, which could be
vital in the event additional funding is needed to ensure the park’s success.
Please keep us in the loop on the next steps and advise if Lauren Hodgins or
another member of the team is the best point person to coordinate with
regarding these legislative timelines. We look forward to meeting with the
Councilmember soon to ensure Biddy Mason’s legacy is fully realized in the
heart of her district.
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

All the best to the entire team that powers the mission.
With strength and gratitude,
Sincerely,

MICHAEL ELLISON-LEWIS =
Member of the Board of Directors
The Biddy Mason Charitable Foundation

michael@michaelellisonlewis.com | e-mail
www.michaelellisonlewis.com | website
X: @ellisonlewis

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This transmission is a confidential communication intended only for
the private use of the intended recipient(s)and may contain information
that is proprietary, legally privileged, confidential or otherwise

legally protected. Accordingly, any dissemination, duplication or
publication of the information contained in or attached to this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received

this communication in error or without authorization, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, publication or other use of any of the
information contained in or attached to this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please
contact the sender by reply transmission and delete and destroy

the original communication and all copies thereof without reading or
saving them in ‘any manner.

On Feb 3, 2026, at 9:55 PM, Milagros Montalvo
<milagros.montalvo@l]acity.org> wrote:

Hi Michael,

Hope you are having a great week. Thank you for the invitation! The
Councilmember sends her regrets that she won't be able to attend the
events this Sunday due to a conflicting engagement.

We wish you a successful service and brunch celebration this
upcoming weekend!

Best,
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

Milagros

On Fri, Jan 30, 2026 at 3:05 PM Michael Ellison-Lewis
<michael@michaelellisonlewis.com> wrote:

Dear Councilmember Ysabel Jurado:
History is not merely a record of the past; it is the foundation upon
which we build our future. In your district, that ground is sanctified by
the story of Biddy Mason—the formerly enslaved pioneer who
became a healer, a property magnate, and the "Grandmother of Los
Angeles."
The Biddy Mason Charitable Foundation cordially invites you to
join our community for a powerful day of Worship and
Fellowship on Sunday, February 8, 2026. Your presence as our
Councilmember would be a profound statement of solidarity as we
celebrate a woman whose life work was rooted.in‘the very streets
you now represent.
The Morning’s Itinerary:

¢ 9:00 AM | Worship Service
First AME Church | 2270 S:'HarvardBlvd., Los Angeles, CA 90018

e Followed by | Celebratory Brunch & Historic Unveiling
Biddy Mason Charitable Foundation | 2193 W. 25th St., Los Angeles,
CA 90018

Our Place in the Heart of District 14

As youknow, the City of Los Angeles has honored Biddy Mason’s
impact by designating Pershing Square Park as Biddy Mason Park.
This anchors her legacy in the heart of your district, transforming a
public space into a permanent reclamation of Black history in Los
Angeles.

During the brunch, we will host the Official Community Unveiling of
the signage designating the Foundation as part of the National
Underground Railroad Network to Freedom. As we unveil this
national distinction, we do so knowing that Biddy Mason’s journey
—from a wagon train in the Santa Monica Mountains to becoming a
pillar of District 14—is a story of ultimate triumph.

Local news media will be on-site to document this historic occasion.
Having you stand with us as we receive this national recognition
would signify the shared commitment between your office and the
Foundation to honor our pioneers and the sites where freedom was

won.
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

Please RSVP to info@biddymason.com. Our President and

CEO, Jackie Broxton, is copied on this message and is available for
coordination at || GG

In Faith and Community,

MICHAEL ELLISON-LEWIS &=

Member of the Board of Directors

Biddy Mason Charitable Foundation

I

michael@michaelellisonlewis.com | e-mail
www.michaelellisonlewis.com | website

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY:

This transmission is a confidential communication intended only for
the private use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
information that is proprietary, legally. privileged, confidential or
otherwise legally protected. ..Accordingly, any dissemination,
duplication or publication of the information contained in or attached
to this communication‘is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication.in error or without authorization, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, publication or other use of any of the
information.contained in or attached to this communication is strictly
prohibited. "If you have received this communication in error, please
contact the sender by reply transmission and delete and destroy
the original.communication and all copies thereof without reading or
saving them in any manner.

<IMG_4090.jpg>

Milagros Montalvo (She/They)
Scheduling and Operations Director
LGBTQ+ Liaison
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Re: Moving Forward Together: Renaming Pershing Square to Biddy Mason Square

Office of Councilmember Ysabel Jurado | Council District 14

Instagram | Facebook | Website

Milagros Montalvo (She/They)

Scheduling and Operations Director

LGBTQ+ Liaison

Office of Councilmember Ysabel Jurado | Council District 14

Instagram | Facebook | Website
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The Iiidd_v Mason Charitable Foundation L‘ordia”_v invites you to a da_v of

WORSHIP ../ FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY, FEBRUARWNE, Bo26 « 9 A.M.

First AME Church was founded by Biddy Mason and cight ocher formerly
enslaved people. Together, they establishedavhac has become che oldese African
American congregation in Los Angelesdn honor of cheir impact, please join us
for the 9 a.m. service at Firse AME Church, followed by a celebratory brunch

ar the Biddy Mason Charicable Foundacion.

SERVICE « 2270 S. Harvard Blvd.. Los Angeles, CA 90018
BRUNCII « 2193 W. 25" St., Los Angeles, CA 90018

s . ® BY FEBRUARY 1, 2026 TO
INFO@BIDDYMASON.COM




i AL » . .
Princeton Mccovey May 11, 12:45FM e &, % G R €

i th ~
@ Milagros Montalvo a constituent by the name of Michael Ellison=Lewis called the office for '
you (12:41pm). He said that he emailed you, the CM and Lauren about a meeting concerning

\Biddy Mason Park- DTLA. His number is _"

May 11, 1:44 PM

§ Princeton Mccovey

| have reached out to them | will give an update soon.
TY!

@ Princeton Mccovey

@Milagros Montalvo a constituent by the name of Michael Ellison-Lewis called the office for you
(12:41pm). He said that he emailed you, the CM and Lauren about a meeting concerning Biddy
" Mason Park- DTLA. His number i_

i |Q_Opéd him in with davida, he's asking about a legislative council file

Tuesday, May 12
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MONDAY. MARCH T,

1904, .

MEMORIAL TO BIDDY MASON,
MAYOR SNYDER IN PULPIT.

18 HONOR, Mayor Snyder, yes-

terday afternoon proved his ablaty

as & pulpiteer, and in his efforts at
the memorial window dedication at the
new First African M. E. Church, he
cu'led forth loud acclaims of “Amen!™
“Yes, that's so, blsss de Lord!" “Yes,
indeed, Brother Mayor.” The Mayor's
8ddress was the feature of the affair.
It was a memorial to Mrs. Blddy
Meson, an cld ploneer of Los Angeles,
concedéd to have been the riches: col-
ored womun west of the Missiesippl
Valley.

This woman left a record, not alone
of remarkahle business acumen, con-
sldering hor opportunities, but ales as
& great-harted, charitable Christian,
whose good works and lovable charac-
ter are cherished in the hearts of
/many ploneera. The memorial window
\Was placed in the new church by her
daug'.e”, Mrs. W. H. Washington of
Toberman street, |

Added - this event was the unvell-

Ang of the window to the '‘Good Shep-
'herd,” a contribution of the geraral
congregation which was -ccomplished
With diamatic effect.
" The beautiful new church, which
would be a credit to any denomination
in ios Angeles, was well fllled with
friends of the Washington family and
many whe had known Biddy Mason,
'The cholr rendered music, and the in-
vocition .ed off with a send-off for the
Meyor—sert of advance announcement,
ar It were—in which the petitionep
sald: “We hiess Thee, desr Lord, for
& Mayor who don't feel apove the citl-
zeng of this town and who is w.llng
to come down among us aAnd to spe.a
well of us.” [Hearty am.ns from the
brethren.)

Attorney Charles P. Lee, a colured
man who was recently admitted to the
bar here, presided, and after b-jefly
announcing the parport of this me-
morial meeting he gracefully intro-
duced Mayor Snyder.

With all the ease of one used to
speaking from the pulpit Mr. Snyder
at once put his hearers In a pleasant
frame of mind by referring to h's con-
{!;tllon with the Methodist denomina-

n.

WHAT THE MAYOR SAID.
“I am not a stranger in a Methodlst

Demand to Cure and Correct, Council File 24-0751

bright as the evenjug star. When we
are called on to go hence and the tomb
awalts these mortal bodies, ther. may
our brothers and sisters say of us, as
tuey say of her, ‘He was a good man;
she was a good woman.'"

Mayor Snyder closed his address
with hearty congratulations to the
colored people upon acquiring such a
church property, and expressing the
wish that its influence for good citi-
gzenghip jand for Christian culture
would constantly Increase.

Rev. C. H. Anderson, pastor «f the
Second Baptist Church, pald a tender
tribute to the life and influence of

which stood on a druped sasel on the
platform, and then the memorial
window, and aithough his words we
unheard, the actions of the man were
| eloquence itself.

The memoria: window was formally
presented to the church by Mr. Lee
| and was accepted by the pastor, Rev.
J. E. Edwards, who also spoke of the
main memorlal window to the Good
Shepherd, and as he referred to it the
cloth which had hidden Its beauty
was dropped, and the plcture of  he
shepherd and the lambs was presented.
The congregation with one accord
began the recitation of the shepl.erd

Sos. _ag

mERd CPITR

| — |
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= psoPacovOID
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Exhibit K: “Memorial to Biddy Mason, Mayor Snyder in Pulpit,” Los Angeles Times,
March 7, 1904 (1 of 2)
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Exhibit K (2 of 2)

First African Methodist Church—Mayor Snyder in the pulpit—Father Peter Green below.

church,” sald the Mayor. *“I was
brought up in the Methodist church
and have always attended one. If I
have any good Ih me today the credit
is due to the Methodist Church und
the Instructions 1 recelved under its
teachings-in my youth.

] am very glad of this opportunity
io take part in this service 1 am not
a minister, but In this beautiful rew
temple, just being opened, I want to
say a word, and that {g, that when a
church {8 once dedicated to the wor-
ship of Almighty God, it should never
&und for any other purpose. [Amens

m all parts of the house.]

“T belleve It is fitting for me to be
here today, as the Mayor of this city,
$0 encourage you in’your great work,
and to pay my tribute to the good
woman whose themory you honor to-

day.

“The work belng done by this insti-
tutlon I8 far-reaching, fnimeasurable,
We have to look to the church for the
sustalning power of the best citigen-
ship. It was through the Influence of
{d gion that the very liberty we enjoy
oday was brought about, through the
action af the Pilgrim Fathers, and It
waa through the activity of the church
that the sentiment for equal rights
was sustained in America

T gomatimes feel that the church of
Christ does not feel its power, If it is
directed wholly for Lhe benefit »f hu-
manity, and teaches Chrst's love for
man, 1t will be Invincible, and must
pucceed; but It must not*trifle with iis

uty. i
“gd faithful to this good cause. If
question arises as to right or wrong
Gl your personal conduct, do not act
ntil your consclence Is fully satlsfled,
have a clear consclence you

may be satisfied that the Lord {s not
displeased with what you have done,
"&urly twenty-thres years ugo It
was my privilege to first meet Biddy
Mason, or ‘Aunt Blddy,' as we all
loved to call her, I had come from the
heme of the uoloredﬂpenpls, nlnd fl:;r
pome purposs my employer sent me (o
Bea Agnt Biddy Masen, The kindly,
cheerful gresting of this good soui-
me feel almost that I was again

&L my old home,
"rln Wes B d weman, and yeu
fully juetified In today honoring
er memery with this memorial win-
W, rre many lessons to be
Jearned frem the life of this good
woeman, One of these is the Impertant
one that we must strive against eelf-
ishness, the mopster which yeu must

Demand to Cure and Correct, Council File 24-0751

Biddy Mason, and stated that she was
the first contributor to the building of
the first colored Methodist church
here years ago, having donated $500 to
that cause.

Attorney John W. Kemp, who was In
charge of the legal affairs of the Biddy
Mason estate, also spoke in glowing
terms of the character of this woman,
whose Ipflience seems to have touched
#0 many lives, and dwelt upon the
nobility of her character.

Mr. Kemp sald that the career of
Biddy Mason was In many respects
remarkable; and that, born a slave,
and hampered with many restrictions.
she had succeeded In amassing a prop-
erty that was valued at more than
$100,000, ““Yet it {s not for this prop-
erty, but her sweet, nelpful Christian
character that Biddy Mason Is remem-
bered,” declared Mr. Kemp, “Pioneers
all grnlu her life of good deeds, rals-
ing the fallen and helping her race by
practical ald and sterling example. Her
life has been an Inspiration to many,
and it is meet that It be commemo-
rated by thig memorial window."”
VENERABLE CHURCH-BUILDER.

Then came one of the plcturesque
features of the day. Chairman Lee In-
troduced to the congregat'on a white-
haired patriarch, Rev. Peter Green,
who stands to the colored Methodists
of California. In somewhat the samea
relation that the venerable Moses of
old did to the children o Israel,
Father Green has been a presiding
elder in the church as far back as any-
one can remember. His religlon Is of
that practical kind that makes use of
both the heart and the hands, Tn the
early duys he began to labor with the
scattered colored people of Califernia,
and had a8 his parish the whole coast
from San Diego to Washington. With
his own hands Father Green builded
churches at Marysville, Btockton, ..cd
Bluft, and Virginla City; and he was
the moving eplrit In establishing the
work In Los Angeles, When the Meath-
odists wers n;d,v t:. dedicate the new

to this
venerabla fathe
started the werlh., and the o had

dly idea
was carried out of ding
come down frem M $a him %9

nes, Contra

Costa county, te partiel, J

:{‘r l:t:u:.nbmm of the ‘uuuuu atifa 2::

Bent with the "P‘

with a velca 5o wea lnod“lh:? trt:o:'::

the reer of the auditerium ceuld eni

d then ea B word, the ﬂ!
early

first to the plcture of the woman,
psalm, with beautiful effect, the words
rolling out with volume: "“The Lord
Is my shepherd, I shall not want,” etc,
and the organ played softly during the
recitation. It was a flitting climax to
a4 unigue service.
THE MASON ESTATE.

Among the properties of thée Blddy
Mason estate are the business houses
at Nos, 381, 833 and 336 South Spring
street, two-story brick blocks erected
by Mre. Mason In the early 'S0s. She
left her property to her two daughters,
Mrs. Ellen Huddleston and Mrs, Har-
riet Washlington,

Biddy Mason was born a slave and
came to Californla in 1851, with twenty
other slaves. Her master feared a
sentiment of the Paclfic Coast, and ¢n-
deavored to take his slaves back to
L‘va:;r‘ln g‘lll:hhlm.

iroug! e continued effor
Robert Owen, 8r., the pitiable :t-:;z.'
of these slaves was carried through

all the courts, and finally Judge i
granted them thelr rree’:inm‘ i
T —————

A Guaranteed Cure for Piles.

Iiching, Blind, Blesding o
Yourdruggist wil refand money 1t PAZI L

MENT fally to cure you In 6 to 14 daya

A S8ummer Route for Winter Travel.

East via Sunset-Pledmont Alr Line. -
line; lowest altitudes; through the old g-:?l’lll
Los' Angeles to Washington, 1. C.. without
changs: parior, Arawing-room
and dining cars, meals a la carts. Ask Bouth-
ern Pacific agents, or Grove Ketchum, T.P,A
97 W, Third strest, Los Angeles, 3

observation,

Reads Like a Fairy Tales

We make IL eafy, only charge §25 down; we
pay that ourselves, then glve It to you. Cut
out coupon I.ndndsi'- T';ﬂ!-lh.md hurry., Ten
to 40 per cent unt. rtlett M Co.
83215 Houth Brou gt

WHICH I8 WHAT?

Here's a Point That Brings Calamity
to All Thinkers.

men sens in his walk and asks
l!ln‘-ﬂ "UM.:I: In what? It ls lh.n:n I.I.IIIO
E: was jooking ta himeelf for the cause.
{1 man Isu;h !‘-lm: ln“buhnrrlr there Is
M iat w ]
g’-| "I:;‘ll;’l Blshop's I!!!l!- "‘En:‘ lm#;
issrn and cleansers, Mormon Hishop's
Pills, eure Insomnis| they ours eonstiputiang
they the mud from your falling mem-
ory, make v strong and restors
LY They ara. sold at

b
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