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August 27, 2024 

 

Los Angeles City Council 

200 North Spring Street 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

RE: Neighborhood Council Bylaw Rights CF24-0867 

 

The Arroyo Seco Neighborhood Council (ASNC) voted at a Regular Board meeting held on August 26, 2024, to 
unanimously oppose CF24-0867 as it stands for the following reasons: 

 CF24-0867 is an attack on the autonomy of Neighborhood Councils. The City Charter specifically 
grants Neighborhood Councils the right to establish their own bylaws. This council file is a direct 
attack on the future of the Neighborhood Council system. 

 Neighborhood Council members are volunteers, and they are public officials elected by members of 
their community to represent their community. This proposal would prevent Neighborhood Councils 
from establishing their own bylaws without interference from third parties. 

 CF24-0867 is contrary to the spirit of the Neighborhood Council system of community identity. The 
Neighborhood Council system tailors City municipal government to its ninety-nine individual 
communities, ensuring that recognition and accommodation of these communities is built into our 
bylaws and governance. 

 Imposing Term Limits would create a challenge with filling all seats and reaching quorum at meetings. 
There is no statistical proof that long-term members form a significant voting bloc. Furthermore, the 
knowledge base of long-term members is critical to the smooth operation and ethical standards of 
Neighborhood Councils. 

 While Youth representation should be encouraged, it may not be possible within all geographies of 
Neighborhood Councils. Furthermore, there are better ways (such as locally created non-voting Youth 
Representatives) which avoid the barriers of mandated training and two- or four-year terms for a 
seat. 

ASNC recommends that every Neighborhood Council board and each individual Neighborhood Council board 
member who opposes CF24-0867 file a CIS or personal statement against it in the Council File system. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important matter. 

 

Lynda Valencia 

President, Arroyo Seco Neighborhood Council 


