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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT -

Council File: 24-0867

Title: Neighborhood Council Bylaws / Youth Participation / Diversity Increase /
Leadership Growth

Position: Against

Summary:

The North Westwood Neighborhood Council (NWWNC) opposes this motion,
as it misdiagnoses and misaddresses the problems facing Neighborhood Councils.
The motion, if implemented, would harm Neighborhood Councils, leave more seats
vacant, and stifle community participation.

The motion asserts that “the current challenge faced by Neighborhood
Councils is the recurrence of the same individuals serving on their governing boards.”
In our first-hand experience, we find that the opposite is true. Neighborhood Councils
rely on volunteer labor, have little actual power, are expected to pick up the slack for
other levels of government and face criticism for their missteps, and must retain
board members with a stake in a relatively small geographic area over time. Put
together, these factors create tremendous turnover and burnout. This is particularly
true in our district, with its high level of transient (but nonetheless important and
affected) residents and stakeholders. In other words, Neighborhood Councils face an
opposite problem: having too few people willing and able to serve, both short- and
long-term.

This is evidenced by the many, many Neighborhood Council seats across the
city uncontested or with no candidates at all every election cycle. Whole Councils have
had their elections canceled for lack of any contested races, and some have entered
exhaustive efforts for lack of interested stakeholders to serve on their boards.

Term limits will only shorten the service of the few stakeholders willing to serve
long-term. Moreover, as a review of academic studies on term limits concludes, “the
overall summary of the literature is that term limits weaken [elected bodies] (to the
benefit of [executives], parties, and lobbyists), increase polarization, and fail to achieve
much of their good government goals.”

https://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/post/political-science-term-limits


Finally, we suggest that the youth seat, if made mandatory, be expanded to
include all students enrolled in high schools and undergraduate institutions. An age
threshold could be added to this, but it should be higher than 18.

Given the presence of UCLA and its tens of thousands of students, our
Neighborhood Council has an unusually high share of young people—81 percent of
people between 15 and 29, compared to 23 percent citywide. We also very likely have
had a much higher share of board members in that age range than other Councils,
and we reserve seats for students as well in our bylaws. However, our small district
likely contains less than the city average of residents under 18. We contend that
college students can and do also represent the voices of young Angelenos.

https://empowerla.org/data/
https://empowerla.org/data/
https://empowerla.org/data/

