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COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

RE: Council File 24-0867 

October 18, 2024 

 

The Pico Union Neighborhood Council (PUNC) strongly opposes the proposal for limited terms 

for Neighborhood Council members and the mandate for a dedicated youth seat on all councils. 

Neighborhood Councils are essential for fostering community engagement and addressing local 

issues. Implementing term limits could disrupt continuity and diminish the valuable 

institutional knowledge that experienced members provide. The complexities of community 

governance often require long-term commitment and understanding that can only be cultivated 

over time. Frequent turnover may undermine the trust and collaboration we have worked hard 

to build within our neighborhoods. 

 

While we recognize the importance of youth involvement in civic affairs, mandating a youth 

seat on every Neighborhood Council is not the appropriate solution. Each neighborhood 

possesses its own character and needs; a one-size-fits-all mandate for ninety-nine councils will 

not effectively capture the diverse perspectives within our communities. Instead of creating 

separate seats, we should encourage youth engagement through outreach and mentorship, 

allowing young voices to contribute meaningfully within existing structures. 

 

Moreover, it is vital that Neighborhood Councils retain our rights under the City Charter to 

create our own positions and Bylaws, including decisions regarding Board term limits. 

We urge the City Council to reconsider this proposal, recognizing the individuality of each 

neighborhood and the need for flexible governance. The City Council should respect the 

autonomy of Neighborhood Councils, preserving it to foster stronger, more representative 

community leadership. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Jay Park                                                                           

President                                                                         

Pico Union Neighborhood Council                            

 


