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‭‬

‭September‬‭16,‬‭2024‬

‭Dear,‬

‭Councilmember‬‭McOsker‬

‭Councilmember‬‭Rodriguez‬

‭The‬‭Central‬‭San‬‭Pedro‬‭Neighborhood‬‭Council‬‭(CENSPNC)‬‭moves‬‭to‬‭support‬‭Council‬‭File‬‭24‬
‭1012‬‭and‬‭enhance‬‭the‬‭existing‬‭gun‬‭buyback‬‭programs‬‭in‬‭Central‬‭San‬‭Pedro,‬

‭Whereas‬‭this‬‭motion‬‭stems‬‭from‬‭the‬‭original‬‭proposal‬‭by‬‭Councilwoman‬‭Monica‬‭Rodriguez‬‭of‬
‭the‬‭7th‬‭District,‬‭which‬‭urged‬‭the‬‭City‬‭of‬‭Los‬‭Angeles‬‭to‬‭strengthen‬‭gun‬‭buyback‬‭programs.‬‭Her‬
‭motion‬‭focused‬‭on‬‭expanding‬‭the‬‭program‬‭citywide‬‭in‬‭partnership‬‭with‬‭the‬‭Mayor’s‬‭Office‬‭of‬
‭Gang‬‭Reduction‬‭and‬‭Youth‬‭Development‬‭and‬‭the‬‭Los‬‭Angeles‬‭Police‬‭Department‬‭(LAPD).‬

‭Whereas‬‭this‬‭goal‬‭was‬‭to‬‭offer‬‭residents‬‭a‬‭safe‬‭and‬‭anonymous‬‭way‬‭to‬‭surrender‬‭firearms‬‭in‬
‭exchange‬‭for‬‭incentives,‬‭thereby‬‭reducing‬‭gun-related‬‭violence‬‭and‬‭accidents.Building‬‭upon‬‭this‬
‭foundation,‬‭this‬‭initiative‬‭with‬‭certain‬‭enhancements‬‭specific‬‭to‬‭the‬‭San‬‭Pedro‬‭area.‬‭San‬‭Pedro‬
‭has‬‭experienced‬‭an‬‭uptick‬‭in‬‭gun‬‭violence,‬‭with‬‭LAPD‬‭data‬‭indicating‬‭89‬‭reported‬‭gunshot‬
‭incidents‬‭in‬‭2023.‬‭The‬‭area‬‭has‬‭seen‬‭spikes‬‭in‬‭illegal‬‭firearm-related‬‭activity,‬‭particularly‬‭in‬‭the‬
‭fall‬‭months,‬‭with‬‭September‬‭and‬‭October‬‭seeing‬‭significant‬‭increases‬‭(Crosstown,‬‭2024).‬

‭Whereas‬‭programs‬‭have‬‭proven‬‭beneficial,‬‭research‬‭suggests‬‭that‬‭gun‬‭buyback‬‭programs‬‭can‬
‭be‬‭more‬‭effective‬‭if‬‭tailored‬‭to‬‭focus‬‭on‬‭high-risk‬‭weapons,‬‭engage‬‭at-risk‬‭communities,‬‭and‬
‭provide‬‭increased‬‭incentives‬‭for‬‭certain‬‭firearms.‬‭To‬‭better‬‭serve‬‭the‬‭residents‬‭of‬‭San‬‭Pedro‬‭and‬
‭enhance‬‭public‬‭safety,‬‭this‬‭motion‬‭advocates‬‭for‬‭targeted‬‭improvements‬‭in‬‭the‬‭current‬‭gun‬
‭buyback‬‭strategy,‬‭ensuring‬‭the‬‭program‬‭addresses‬‭the‬‭specific‬‭needs‬‭and‬‭challenges‬‭faced‬‭by‬
‭this‬‭community.‬
‭(Kagawa‬‭et‬‭al.,‬‭2018;‬‭Cook‬‭et‬‭al.,‬‭2020).‬

‭Therefore‬‭The‬‭Central‬‭San‬‭Pedro‬‭Neighborhood‬‭Council‬‭urges‬‭to‬‭adopt‬‭the‬‭following‬‭specific‬
‭conditions‬‭to‬‭improve‬‭the‬‭program’s‬‭effectiveness:‬

‭1.‬‭Targeting‬‭High-Risk‬‭Firearms:‬
‭Focus‬‭on‬‭collecting‬‭firearms‬‭most‬‭used‬‭in‬‭violent‬‭crimes,‬‭such‬‭as‬‭semi-automatic‬
‭handguns‬‭and‬‭assault‬‭rifles,‬‭to‬‭ensure‬‭the‬‭buyback‬‭is‬‭impactful.‬‭Increased‬
‭incentives‬‭should‬‭be‬‭offered‬‭for‬‭these‬‭types‬‭of‬‭firearms‬
‭.‬
‭2.‬‭Engagement‬‭of‬‭High-Risk‬‭Communities:‬
‭Implement‬‭outreach‬‭programs‬‭in‬‭neighborhoods‬‭disproportionately‬‭affected‬‭by‬
‭gun‬‭violence,‬‭targeting‬‭populations‬‭at‬‭higher‬‭risk‬‭of‬‭gun‬‭involvement.‬
‭Collaboration‬‭with‬‭community‬‭leaders‬‭and‬‭organizations‬‭is‬‭critical‬‭to‬‭ensure‬
‭These‬‭communities‬‭are‬‭adequately‬‭informed‬‭and‬‭motivated‬‭to‬‭participate.‬

‭3.‬‭Enhanced‬‭Incentives‬‭for‬‭High-Risk‬‭Weapons:‬
‭Offer‬‭higher-value‬‭incentives‬‭for‬‭firearms‬‭posing‬‭greater‬‭risks,‬‭such‬‭as‬‭semi-‬
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‭automatic‬‭handguns‬‭and‬‭assault-style‬‭weapons.‬‭Studies‬‭show‬‭that‬‭greater‬
‭rewards‬‭result‬‭in‬‭higher‬‭participation‬‭rates,‬‭especially‬‭in‬‭areas‬‭with‬‭high‬‭crime‬
‭rates‬‭(Kawaga,‬‭et‬‭al.,‬‭2019).‬

‭4.‬‭Public‬‭Awareness‬‭Campaign‬‭and‬‭Education:‬
‭Collaborate‬‭with‬‭local‬‭organizations‬‭to‬‭launch‬‭a‬‭comprehensive‬‭public‬‭awareness‬‭campaign‬‭that‬
‭highlights‬‭the‬‭importance‬‭of‬‭reducing‬‭illegal‬‭firearms‬‭and‬‭encourages‬‭participation‬‭in‬‭gun‬
‭buyback‬‭events.‬‭This‬‭campaign‬‭should‬‭utilize‬‭social‬‭media,‬‭local‬‭media‬‭outlets,‬‭and‬‭grassroots‬
‭community‬‭engagement‬‭to‬‭maximize‬‭reach.‬

‭5.‬‭Data‬‭Collection‬‭and‬‭Continuous‬‭Evaluation:‬
‭Implement‬‭ongoing‬‭tracking‬‭of‬‭the‬‭program’s‬‭impact,‬‭including‬‭data‬‭on‬‭the‬‭types‬‭of‬‭firearms‬
‭collected,‬‭participant‬‭demographics,‬‭and‬‭any‬‭observed‬‭effects‬‭on‬‭local‬‭gun-related‬‭crime‬‭rates.‬
‭Regular‬‭reports‬‭should‬‭be‬‭provided‬‭to‬‭evaluate‬‭program‬‭success‬‭and‬‭guide‬‭necessary‬
‭adjustments.‬
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‭Sincerely,‬

‭Dillon‬‭Clark,‬‭President‬
‭On‬‭behalf‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Central‬‭San‬‭Pedro‬‭Neighborhood‬‭Council‬


