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continue to be fully integrated as a parking lot canopy, identification of any funding gaps, and an
increase in capital allocation if necessary to ensure the project proceeds without further
interruption and in an expedited fashion.

Conclusion For decades, the Benjamin Franklin Library has been a beacon of the Boyle
Heights community. A space that provides access to education resources, literacy programs,
and civic engagement. Beyond its role as a library, it serves as:

e A cooling center during extreme heat days, offering refuge to vulnerable residents. Many
of which do not have air conditioning in their homes.

e A community hub where communities including youth, seniors, and immigrant families
access literacy services, technology, internet access, and cultural programming.

e Atrusted civic space that supports City initiatives like the Adult Literacy and New
American Centers, offers meeting space that is a safe and welcoming environment for
residents of all ages.

The library is also the most centrally located library in Boyle Heights, accessible by transit and in
the most densely populated area of the community. The prolonged closure of this critical facility
increases the barriers for the community to access their most basic of rights and negatively
impacts public health and resilience.

The Benjamin Library is more than a building, it is a vital community pillar in Boyle Heights.
Reopening and maintaining regular, recurring and daily library services in Boyle Heights is an
investment in our collective future. We respectfully urge Councilmember Jurado, the Mayor’s
Office, the Los Angeles Public Library, and the Bureau of Engineering to take immediate,
coordinated action to restore and reopen the Benjamin Franklin Library. Doing so will affirm our
shared commitment to education, equity, and community well-being.



