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January 13, 2025 

Los Angeles City Council and its committees 

Position: For – CF 24-1600 Los Angeles Fire Department / Service Impact on Operations 

To the Honorable Los Angeles City Council, 

On behalf of the Northridge West Neighborhood Council, I am writing to express our 
unequivocal support for Council File 24-1600, which urges city leaders to preserve and prioritize 
funding for critical emergency services programs, including Community Emergency Response 
Teams (CERT), air operations, tactical EMS units, and disaster response teams. 

The necessity of these services has been starkly highlighted by the recent Los Angeles 
wildfires, which devastated communities, displaced residents, and endangered lives. These 
emergencies require swift, coordinated responses—responses that would not be possible 
without the very programs currently at risk of being defunded. 

Emergency services are not just vital during crises; they are essential for preparedness and 
resilience. Programs like CERT empower residents to act as first responders in their 
communities, bridging the gap between the onset of an emergency and the arrival of 
professional services. Air operations and tactical EMS units provide specialized capabilities that 
cannot be replicated, and disaster response teams ensure the city’s readiness to confront an 
array of potential hazards, from earthquakes to wildfires. 

Cutting funding to these programs would undermine the city’s ability to protect its residents and 
infrastructure. It would leave us vulnerable to future disasters and put lives at unnecessary risk. 
Instead, we must recognize these programs as investments in our collective safety and 
resilience. 

We urge you as our trusted city leaders to send a clear message that Los Angeles is committed 
to safeguarding its communities through robust emergency services. Let us learn from the 
challenges of the past and act decisively to ensure a safer future for all. 

Thank you for your attention and leadership on this critical matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jorge Antonio Jimenez, President  
Northridge West Neighborhood Council 
jjimenez@northridgewest.org  

 


