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March 6, 2025 
 
Los Angeles City Council Member (District 1) Eunisses Hernandez  
Los Angeles City Council Member (District 14) Ysabel Jurado  
Mayor Karen Bass 
Interim Fire Chief Ronnie Villanueva 
 
Re: Council File 24-1600 (Los Angeles Fire Department / Service Impact on Operations) 
 
The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council (HHPNC) supports the City’s Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) program and the community resilience it builds.  
 
Recent fires painfully remind us that we – the neighborhoods and communities of Los Angeles – 
must be ever more prepared for major disasters. CERT is an effective tool to achieve that goal. 
 
Therefore: 
 
HHPNC opposes the $7 million reduction in LAFD Overtime Variable Staffing Hours (V-Hours) 
that former Fire Chief Crowley describes in her report dated 12/4/2024 (BoFC File 24-117). 
 
HHPNC applauds Councilmember Hernandez’s motion (Council file 25-0006-S41) to allocate 
$50,000 to strengthen CERT through multilingual availability.  
 
HHPNC encourages Councilmember Jurado and all Councilmembers to take similar action to 
increase availability of and engagement with CERT in their respective Districts.  
 
HPPNC requests that Councilmembers Hernandez and Jurado, Mayor Bass, Interim Fire Chief 
Villanueva and City leaders work to strengthen CERT through any means, including increasing V-Hours.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Darren Gold​
President, Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council 
Board vote: [For] - [Against] - [Abstain] (MM/DD/YYYY) 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=24-1600
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2024/24-1600_rpt_bfc_12-17-24.pdf
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-0006-S41

