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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT - 
 
 

Council File: 25-0002-S19 
 
Title: SB 79 (Wiener) / State Zoning Standards / Train Stations / Major Bus Stops / 7-Story 
Multifamily Housing / Municipality Exemption / Housing Element 
 
Position: Against 
 
 
California Senate Bill: SB 79   
 
Title: Planning and Zoning: Housing Development: Transit-Oriented Development. 
 
Position: For 
 
 
Summary: 
 

The North Westwood Neighborhood Council (NWWNC) supports SB 79, which 
seeks to encourage transit-oriented development by requiring upzoning of land near 
rail stations and rapid bus lines and asks that the bill be added to the City of Los 
Angeles 2025-2026 State Legislative Program in support. The NWWNC also asks the 
California legislature and our state legislators to approve SB 79, and asks the Los 
Angeles City Council to advocate for it. 

Upzoning land near transit stations is essential for promoting sustainable 
development, reducing traffic congestion, and addressing housing shortages. By 
allowing for higher-density residential and mixed-use developments in these areas, 
cities can accommodate more people within walking distance of public transit, 
reducing reliance on cars and lowering greenhouse gas emissions. This approach not 
only improves affordability by increasing the housing supply, but also encourages 
vibrant, walkable communities where residents have easy access to jobs, shops, and 
services without needing a car. 

Additionally, upzoning near transit stations maximizes the return on investment 
in public transportation infrastructure. When more people live and work near transit, 
ridership increases, generating more revenue for transit agencies and making systems 
more financially sustainable. It also encourages economic growth by attracting 
businesses and amenities to these well-connected areas, which in turn leads to 



 
 

increased property values and higher property and sales tax revenues for local 
governments. In an era of fiscal crisis for Los Angeles, the effects of blocking this 
revenue opportunity would be dire for the City.  

This economic growth provides an opportunity to leverage enhanced 
infrastructure financing districts (EIFDs) to transit projects with a portion of the future 
tax revenue, expediting the build-out of a world-class transit system. For example, an 
EIFD could be utilized for building the Sepulveda Transit Corridor, a project that will 
benefit all North Westwood Stakeholders.  

By strategically upzoning transit-adjacent land, we can create more inclusive, 
efficient, and environmentally friendly urban environments within Los Angeles. 

 


