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OFFICERS COMMITTEES/CHAIRS STAKEHOLDER GROUPS RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS  
President Executive – Travis Longcore, Ph.D. Bel Air Association Bel Air Glen District 
Travis Longcore, Ph.D. Planning and Land Use – Jamie Hall/Michael Kemp Bel-Air Crest Master Association Franklin-Coldwater District 
Vice President – Operations Bylaws, Rules and Elections – Ellen Evans Bel Air Hills Association North of Sunset District 
Robin Greenberg Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness – Bel Air Ridge Association NON-RESIDENTIAL REPRESENTATION 
Vice President – Leg. Affairs  Vadim Levotman/Jonathan Brand Benedict Canyon Association  At-Large Members 
Ellen Evans Outreach – Robin Greenberg Casiano Estates Association Commercial or Office Enterprise Districts 
Secretary Traffic Committee – Irene Sandler Doheny-Sunset Plaza Neighborhood Assn. Custodians of Open Space 
Timothy Steele, Ph.D. Public Works and Telecommunications – Holmby Hills Homeowners Association Faith-Based Institutions 
Treasurer Timothy Steele, Ph.D. Laurel Canyon Association Public Schools 
Vadim Levotman Budget and Finance – Vadim Levotman Residents of Beverly Glen Private Schools K–6 and 7–12 

  
July 24, 2025 
 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re:  Council File 25-0002-S19 – SB 79 (Weiner) / State Zoning Standards / Train 

Stations / Major Bus Stops / 7-Story Multifamily Housing / Municipality Exemption 
/ Housing Element 

 
Dear Honorable Councilmembers: 
 
The Bel Air–Beverly Crest Neighborhood Council (BABCNC) urges the City Council to take 
immediate action on Council File 25-0002-S19 and formally oppose SB 79 (Wiener). We also 
believe that the state legislation certainly should not pass unless it is amended to include critical 
public safety and infrastructure protections. This motion has been pending in the Rules, 
Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations Committee for over four months, despite 
widespread community interest and numerous Community Impact Statements filed across the 
city. 
 
At our public meeting held on July 23, 2025, the BABCNC voted to support the Council motion 
opposing SB 79. While we fully support the need for additional housing across California, this 
bill does not strike the right balance. It removes thoughtful, local decision-making even from 
cities that have adopted compliant housing elements and met RHNA obligations. It applies a 
blunt instrument to areas that require precision and care. 
 
We are especially concerned about the impact SB 79 would have on hillside and high fire 
severity zones like ours. The bill permits by-right development in Very High Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones (VHFHSZs), without any meaningful requirements for road access, evacuation capacity, 
or infrastructure adequacy. These omissions threaten public safety and put communities at risk. 
 
We urge the Council to: 

• Oppose SB 79 unless amended to exempt VHFHSZs; and 
• Require confirmation of infrastructure adequacy—including water, power, sewer, and 

emergency access—before any SB 79 project is approved. 
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The final vote for SB 79 will likely occur in the next 60 days, and for the largest city in the state 
to fail to weigh in would be irresponsible. We ask the Rules Committee to hear this motion 
without further delay. This is a matter of serious citywide concern, and continued inaction sends 
the wrong signal to Sacramento and to the neighborhoods you represent. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, and for your ongoing leadership on issues of public safety, 
housing, and good governance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Travis Longcore, Ph.D.  
President 
 


