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West Los Angeles Sawtelle N.C. 
1645 Corinth Ave. 

Los Angeles Calif. 90025 
(310) 235-2070 

 
 

Chair - Walton Chiu 
Walton@WestLASawtelle.org 

 
Website: 

www.WestLASawtelle.org 

 

WEST LA SAWTELLE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
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LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL 
 
Council File Number:   ​ ​  25-0002-S19 
 
City Planning Case Numbers: ​ N/A 
 
June 25, 2025 

 
Resolution: The West Los Angeles Sawtelle Neighborhood Council Board requests that 
CD11 and the City Council lobby its State of California legislators to oppose SB79. 
 
Vote: Motion passed: 7-0-3 
 
Summary: Bill would allow high-density ED1-type apartments to be built by-right in R1 
and R2 zones within ½ mile of high-quality bus lines and rail stations. 
 
Los Angeles Mayor Bass voted to prevent high-density ED1 apartments in R1 zones, 
because the city already has enough zoning for its housing needs. 
 
Key Points of Discussion: 
Los Angeles has a sufficient amount of land zoned for high density housing already, to 
provide all the housing that is needed. 
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This bill should be focused on suburban cities that do not have sufficiently zoned land 
for apartments, and oppose affordable housing. 
 
Los Angeles (and other large urban cities) that have approved Housing Elements with 
sufficiently zoned land for apartments should be exempt. 
 
SB79 does not require affordability (like Los Angeles’ ED1, CHIP and TOC programs do). 
 
SB79 does not ensure that public infrastructure is available for a huge increase in density 
in R1 and R2 areas. 
 
Los Angeles and our NC support a balanced approach with higher density along corridors 
(near infrastructure like transit, shops, jobs, schools), and requiring higher density 
housing to still provide vitally important open space and greenery to improve tenant 
quality of life. 
 
Moreover, as recognized by City Attorney Hydee-Feldstein Soto in her opposition to SB 
79, the bill fails to provide a funding mechanism for crucial required infrastructure and 
public safety improvements, and would “impose billions of dollars of costs on Los 
Angeles and other local jurisdictions, undermine local governance, circumvent local 
decision-making processes, and impose unintended burdens on communities.”¹ 
 
As the City Attorney also stressed in her letter: “Article XIII, Section 25(a)(3) of the 
California Constitution expressly provides that ‘public safety is the first responsibility of 
local government.’” 
 

SB 79 will dangerously compromise public safety in our communities, thus violating the 

California Constitution. It would impermissibly and severely strain the City’s budget, 

substantially undermine local decision-marking. 

¹https://westsidecouncils.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Microsoft-Word-05.23.202

5-SB-79-Opposition-Letter-.docx.pdf.  See also WRAC’s adopted position opposing all 

bills mandating housing density that fail to provide funding mechanisms to accompany 

the bills 

https://westsidecouncils.com/motion/oppose-legislation-mandating-housing-density-wi

thout-funding-mechanisms/ 
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Ex parte communications: None disclosed by any committee members. 

Disclosures and conflicts of interest: None disclosed by any committee 
members. 

To government agencies: Only the Chair and designated Board members 
may testify to public agencies on behalf of the West L.A. Sawtelle NC. The 
Board requests that the Council Office and private/non-profit entities do not 
testify or speculate on behalf of the NC. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ …. END OF DOCUMENT …. 
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