
WHEREAS, the Ports have already made significant progress in improving air quality, reducing 
diesel particulate matter by 92 percent, nitrogen oxides by 71 percent, sulfur oxides by 98 
percent, and greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent compared to 2005 levels; and

WHEREAS, SB 34 protects against abrupt, overreaching regulations that could destabilize port 
operations and regional economies, while still empowering local regulatory authority and 
ensuring environmental oversight; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 34 (Richardson) builds on this progress by encouraging a collaborative 
model that emphasizes voluntary agreements among ports, cities, and the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District (SCAQMD), while maintaining strong health'and environmental 
safeguards; and

WHEREAS, for more than a century, California’s ports have served as the backbone of the state 
and national economy, facilitating trade and supporting millions of direct, indirect, and induced 
jobs that provide working families with middle-class wages, health care, and retirement security; 
and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the Ports’ progress, the SCAQMD has pursued an Indirect Source 
Rule (ISR) for Commercial Marine Ports, despite the fact that the Ports are the cleanest maritime 
complex in the world and without regard for operational realities or economic consequences; and

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations, or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental 
body or agency must first be adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council; and

WHEREAS, the Port of Los Angeles (POLA), together with the Port of Long Beach (POLB) as 
part of the San Pedro Bay Complex (Ports), forms the largest maritime gateway in the United 
States and the western hemisphere, handling approximately 40 percent of the nation’s imports 
and exports: and
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WHEREAS, on August 1, 2025, the SCAQMD Governing Board directed staff to temporarily 
pause the pursuit of Proposed Rule 2304, the Indirect Source Rule (ISR) for Commercial Marine 
Ports, but only until September 18, 2025, after which the rulemaking process may resume; and
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WHEREAS, the Ports have adopted, under the Clean Air Action Plan, ambitious goals to 
transition all cargo-handling equipment to zero emissions by 2030 and all drayage trucks serving 
marine terminals to zero emissions by 2035; and
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WHEREAS, absent SB 34, communities, workers, and businesses will face ongoing uncertainty 
and the looming threat of rigid, top-down regulations that could impose cargo caps and 
jeopardize statewide prosperity:

WHEREAS, SCAQMD staff have indicated that future phases of the ISR may include such caps, 
which would divert cargo to ports in other states, like Texas, Florida, and Georgia, and countries 
like Mexico and Canada, that lack comparable emissions standards to our own, undermining 
both California’s economy and its climate leadership; and

WHEREAS, California must continue to pursue cleaner air and healthier communities, but it 
must do so in a manner that preserves the competitiveness of its ports and protects tens of 
thousands of middle-class sustaining union jobs in the midst of an affordability crisis in 
California; and

WHEREAS, SB 34 offers this balance by advancing environmental goals through incentivizing 
enforceable agreements while temporarily preventing destabilizing mandates that could threaten 
California’s workers and economy; and

WHEREAS, previous drafts of the ISR regulation sought to reduce emissions from activities 
associated with facilities, over which the Ports have no direct control, such as truck traffic to and 
from ports, interstate rail traffic, as well as foreign-owned and registered ocean-going vessels by 
imposing emission or cargo caps; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that by the adoption of this Resolution, the City of 
Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2025-2026 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for SB 34 
(Richardson), and further urges the adoption of negotiated, voluntary, enforceable agreements 
between the Port of Los Angeles, together with the Port of Long Beach, and the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District to support the deployment of zero-emission, human-operated 
equipment and the infrastructure necessary to achieve it.
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PRESENTED BY: IN 1 / 
TIM McOSKER 
Councilmember, 15th District

SECONDED BY:


