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However, in the aftermath of the fires, there are serious concerns about additional economic burdens on an 
already strained local economy through evictions, harassment, and rental price increases. In order to 
maintain our existing cultural fabric in the city and support those who have been most impacted, immediate 
measures are required to protect these businesses who make up much of the Los Angeles economy.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Economic and Workforce Development Department 
(EWDD) to identify funding opportunities and one time grants for small businesses with fewer than 100 
employees impacted by temporary closures due to the January 2025 wildfires.

In the aftermath of similar catastrophes in neighboring cities and states saw steep drops in overall 
employment in impacted communities, and an increase in unemployment claims, representing lost wages 
and businesses shuttered. Fortunately, there are opportunities for small business owners to receive grants 
and loans to aid in the recovery and reopening of businesses.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council request the City Attorney, with support from the City Legislative 
Analyst, to report back in 7 days on actions that the City can take to prohibit commercial rent gouging, freeze 
commercial rents, limit no-fault and non-payment evictions for small business tenants who lost income due 
to the wildfires and otherwise prevent displacement or exploitation of community-serving small businesses 
under the State of Emergency and without duplicating any monetary support from federal programs;

The Palisades and Eaton fires have forced the evacuation of thousands of residents from their homes, 
creating disruptions in the regional economy that will be felt for many years to come. Many small businesses 
have been destroyed, and rebuilding in the communities they were displaced from will take years. 
Additionally, many small businesses in the region have suffered economic losses in the wake of the fires, 
either because they are located in evacuation areas, their employees have been displaced, or in some 
cases, because their own homes were destroyed in the fires. Economists estimate that the fires have 
caused $135 billion in economic losses, with deeper losses expected.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council instruct EWDD to report back in 30 days with information on 
establishing anti-harassment protections for small businesses to prevent instances of harassment and 
displace community-serving small businesses in favor of higher-income commercial tenants. EWDD should 
work with LA County to replicate applicable pieces from their Anti harassment Ordinance for Commercial 
Tenants. ) /) / \
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