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Summary 

The West LA Sawtelle Neighborhood Council opposes the proposed expansion of 
short-term rental eligibility to non-primary residences (i.e., second homes) as 
contemplated in Council File 25-0029-S1. 

WLASNC has received feedback from residents expressing concern about this 
proposal and its potential impacts on housing availability and affordability.  

Background and Community Impact 

As currently proposed, the Vacation Rental Ordinance would allow dwelling units 
that are not primary residences to be used for short-term rental activity.  

While the proposal has been presented as a way to generate City revenue and 
increase lodging capacity ahead of major upcoming events (like the Olympics and 
World Cup), reporting by the Los Angeles Times highlights concerns from housing 
advocates, labor groups, and policymakers that expanding short-term rentals could 
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further strain Los Angeles’ already limited housing supply and contribute to rising 
rents.  

The article also raises concerns about advancing a significant policy change 
through the budget process rather than through a standard legislative process with 
full public review. 

In addition, the Department of City Planning has identified risks associated with the 
proposed ordinance, including: 

●​ Loss of long-term housing units through conversion of second homes to 
short-term rentals 

●​ Reduction in housing supply and upward pressure on rents 

●​ Overconcentration of short-term rental activity in certain neighborhoods 

City Planning has further concluded that the ordinance may not generate 
significant net new revenue once implementation and enforcement costs are 
considered, and has recommended against adoption of the Vacation Rental 
Ordinance in its current form. 

Conclusion 

Given the potential impacts on housing availability, the concerns raised by 
residents, and the findings of the Department of City Planning, the West LA 
Sawtelle Neighborhood Council opposes the proposed expansion of short-term 
rentals to non-primary residences. 

 

 
Ex parte communications: None disclosed by any committee members. 
Disclosures and conflicts of interest: None disclosed by any committee 
members. 
To government agencies: Only the Chair and designated Board members 
may testify to public agencies on behalf of the West L.A. Sawtelle NC. The 
Board requests that the Council Office and private/non-profit entities do not 
testify or speculate on behalf of the NC. 
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