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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT - 
 

 
Council File: 25-0043-S1 
 
Title: Al Fresco Program / Self-Certification Programs / Expedited Permits / Outdoor 
Dining 
 
Position: For 
 
Summary: 
 
The North Westwood Neighborhood Council (NWWNC) supports Council File 
25-0043-S1, which seeks to develop a self-certification program to streamline 
permitting for outdoor dining. 
 
The local restaurants of Westwood Village and South of Wilshire are central to the 
character and economy of our neighborhood. The success of existing outdoor dining 
in Westwood Village has shown how activating public space supports small 
businesses, enhances pedestrian safety, and fosters vibrant, walkable streets.  
 
However, the current permitting process through the Department of Building and 
Safety remains slow, complex, and costly, especially for small businesses seeking to 
maintain modest outdoor dining areas. Allowing licensed professionals to self-certify 
code compliance for eligible projects would align Los Angeles with proven models in 
New York, San Diego, and Bellflower, reducing administrative and financial burdens 
for both the City and businesses while maintaining oversight and accountability 
through random inspections and audits.  
 
Streamlining outdoor dining approvals will strengthen the Al Fresco program, support 
economic recovery, and improve the public realm for our neighborhood and the 
entirety of Los Angeles. A permanent self-certification program would make it easier 
for small restaurants to invest in their communities, while ensuring safety, accessibility, 
and compliance with City standards. 
 
The NWWNC urges the City Council to adopt this motion and move quickly to 
establish a self-certification framework that helps small businesses thrive and sustains 
vibrant, pedestrian-friendly corridors. 
 


