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Council File: 25-0247 

Title: City Building Code / Multifamily Unit Residential Buildings / Six Stories / Single-
Exit / Single-Stairway / Modification 

Position: Support 

Summary: 

The Los Feliz Neighborhood Council strongly supports Council File 25-0247, introduced 
by Councilmember Nithya Raman, which directs City departments to study and 
implement reforms allowing single-stair residential buildings up to six stories. While we 
support the motion, we urge the City to act with greater urgency by adopting interim 
guidelines based on successful models already in use in cities like Seattle1 and New 
York. Los Angeles should not spend 90 days re-studying what others have already 
shown works. 

We support this motion for four key reasons: 

1. Implementation should begin immediately. LADBS, Planning, and LAFD 
should move quickly to adapt proven frameworks such as requiring 
sprinklers, limiting units per floor, and mandating fire-resistant 
construction. In the meantime, we recommend (1) issuing interim 
guidance modeled after Seattle’s standards, (2) launching a pilot program 
to test the typology in select areas, and (3) engaging stakeholders early to 
ensure adoption is smooth and effective. These steps can and should 
begin now. 

2. Los Feliz needs more housing options: Our neighborhood includes small 
lots and corner parcels that are often difficult to build on under current 
rules. Single-stair reform allows for efficient, flexible housing designs that 
make better use of these spaces, especially for family-sized units and 
walk-up buildings. 

 
1 Second Egress - Seattle Building Code - Single-Stair - https://secondegress.ca/Seattle 

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-0247_misc_3-5-25.pdf
https://secondegress.ca/Seattle


 
 

3. This is not new for our Council: In March 2023, the Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council formally supported Assembly Bill 8352, which 
called on the State Fire Marshal to develop safety standards for single-
stairway residential buildings. Our support for Council File 25-0247 
reflects the same belief: that thoughtful, safety-informed reform can 
unlock better housing solutions. 

4. This should be just the beginning: We encourage the City to build on this 
effort by allowing taller single-stair buildings where safe, especially near 
transit corridors, and by aligning with state-level efforts like AB 835. Los 
Angeles should not wait until 2028 to adopt best practices already in use 
across the world. 

5. We reject fear-based opposition: Too often, good housing policy is 
derailed by misinformation. By going on record now, Los Feliz 
Neighborhood Council makes it clear: we support housing abundance, 
architectural flexibility, and urban design that meets the moment. This 
reform reflects the urgency and creativity that Los Angeles needs. 

We thank Councilmember Raman for her leadership and urge the Council to move 
quickly, use the models we already have, and not let this opportunity stall. 

 
 

PASSED 16 - 2 - 1 

 
2 CA AB835 - https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB835 


