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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT - 
 

 
Council File: 25-0247 
 
Title: City Building Code / Multifamily Unit Residential Buildings / Six Stories / 
Single-Exit / Single-Stairway / Modification 
 
Position: For 
 
 
Summary: 
 

The North Westwood Neighborhood Council calls for implementing reforms to 
allowing single-stair residential buildings up to six stories. 

As highlighted by a recent report from the Pew Charitable Trusts, allowing for 
single stair buildings can reduce building costs up to 13 percent, create larger units 
with better ventilation and natural light, and help spur development in smaller infill 
lots without compromising on building safety—these buildings are “at least as safe as 
other types of housing.” 

Major Cities across the country, such as New York and Seattle, allow for the 
development of single-stairwell buildings over three stories. Legalizing single-exit, 
single-stairway, multifamily unit residential buildings up to six stories is done safely 
and easily elsewhere and should be allowed in Los Angeles as well. Indeed, single-stair 
reform allows for efficient, flexible housing designs that make better use of 
non-standard lots, especially for family-sized units and walk-up buildings. 

Not only will legalizing single-stair buildings across the city make it cheaper to 
build apartments but the decrease in cost and increase in housing supply would also 
apply to condo buildings, providing additional and more affordable opportunities for 
people to buy a family-sized home anywhere in the city. The resulting buildings often 
have more appealing designs, with courtyards or other enhancing features. 

We encourage the City to build on this effort by allowing taller single-stair 
buildings where safe. 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2025/02/small-single-stairway-apartment-buildings-have-strong-safety-record

