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single-exit, single-stairway, multifamily residential buildings up to six stories. DBS
presented its proposed modifications in a report dated June 25, 2025, that was updated
on July 8, 2025, and subject to a revised report dated August 7, 2025.

On August 20, 2025, the City Council then instructed DBS and the Fire
Department to present a draft ordinance that would amend any applicable portions of
the City’s Building and Fire Codes, including the modifications referenced in the report
submitted by DBS on August 7, 2025, in order to allow for single-exit, single-stairway,
multifamily residential buildings up to six stories. The August 20, 2025, City Council
instruction also instructed specified departments to concurrently consult with applicable
State regulatory authorities to enable their preliminary feedback to be included in a
report to the City Council, and provide other information.

On September 5, 2025, DBS transmitted a proposed ordinance. At the regular
meeting of the Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee on September
9, 2025, this Office presented a proposed ordinance as well, which the PLUM
Committee ultimately recommended after making one amendment. The PLUM
Committee also requested the City Attorney’s Office to prepare the final draft ordinance
for the City Council's consideration, which this Office now presents.

The enclosed draft ordinance follows the draft proposed by LADBS to amend the
Los Angeles Building Code but not the Los Angeles Fire Code by adding LAMC
Subsection 91.1006.3.5 to Chapter IX of the LAMC. CBC Section 1006.3.4 ordinarily
does not permit single-exit, single-stairway construction in multifamily residential
buildings above three stories. This Office included requirement No. 30 to LAMC
Subsection 91.1006.3.5 to ensure that any single-exit, single-stairway construction in
multifamily residential buildings above three stories also complies with all applicable
state and local fire codes. This Office was informed by the Fire Department that all
applicable local Fire Code amendments will be submitted at a later date.

State Building Code Framework

The State of California regularly adopts building standards and regulations via
the California Building Standards Commission (CBSC). These standards are codified in
Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations and published in the California Building
Standards Code (hereinafter “California Building Code” or “CBC”). Cal. Health & Saf.
Code § 17922. The California Building Code applies to all cities and counties in the
state. Cal. Health & Saf. Code §§ 17950, 17958, and 17960. As stated in the DBS
reports dated June 25, 2025, and August 7, 2025, the CBC sets forth minimum building
standards and a local government may adopt ordinances to modify the CBC only to
establish “more restrictive building standards” that are reasonably necessary due to
local, climatic, geographical, or topographical conditions. Cal. Health & Saf. Code §§
17958, 17958.5, 17958.7, and 18941.5.









