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Council File:25-0600-S41    
 
Title: Revised Fee Schedule / Parking Meter Zone Rates / Parking Facilities / 
Preferential Parking District Permit Fees 
 
Position: For 
 
 
Summary: 
 
The North Westwood Neighborhood Council (NWWNC) supports efforts to 
appropriately price parking to increase parking space turnover and encourage 
walking, biking, and transit mode share.  
 
On-Street Parking Meters 
The most recent parking meter rate adjustment was in 2014, and the proposed $0.50 
per hour rate increase to $1.50 per an hour is consistent with increases to the 
Consumer Price Index. Additionally, the proposed extension of operational hours in 
areas that see non-typical high-demand periods, like weekends near the beach or late 
evening in entertainment districts, will improve turnover and increase availability in 
these areas while increasing revenue for the city.  
 
Off-Street Parking Facilities 
As written by Donald Shoup, a former NWWNC board member and author of The 
High Cost of Free Parking, on-street meter prices should be priced equally or slightly 
higher than city-owned off-street parking facilities. Otherwise, drivers will spend more 
time driving in search of an on-street space, with negative consequences like 
congestion, distracted drivers, etc. We previously asked that an initial free parking 
period remain for Broxton garage, which supports this concept. Additionally, the 
proposed fee for a monthly permit in Broxton Garage is severely under-priced, 
and any revenue losses from an initial free period can be offset by increasing the 
monthly fee, with the added benefit of ensuring that more spaces are available for 
high-demand periods like the nearby Westwood Farmers Market.  
 
Preferential Parking Districts (PPDs) 
PPD Permits are currently priced at $34.00 per year, allowing residents to store 
personal vehicles on city right-of-way for less than $0.10 per day. Up to three permits 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16EETEAWlMibNFTLBCAyW0xlHmHG2tADRzeCsL3zF1PY/edit?usp=drive_link


 
 

are allowed per household. Instead of pricing all equally, we ask that PPD rates 
increase for each additional permit to encourage households to own and store less 
vehicles and freeing space for other households, as done in neighboring cities like 
Santa Monica where fees are double for the third vs first permit. Additionally, PPD 
prices should be based on vehicle weight and size, as is done in cities like Montreal. 
Importantly, road damage increases with vehicle weight to the fourth power (ie a 
6,000 lb SUV causes sixteen times as much road damage as a 3,000 lb  sedan), and 
larger vehicles occupy more on-street parking space.  
 
In summary, the NWWNC supports the city’s efforts to appropriately price parking, 
including adjustments to meter rates and hours of operation to increase space 
turnover. However, it is essential that meter rates are above the rate for off-street 
parking facilities, which can involve additional meter increases or inclusion of an initial 
free parking period like we previously requested for Broxton Garage. Revenue impacts 
can be offset by increasing the monthly off-street facility permit fee, which is severely 
under-priced Broxton Garage.  Additionally, we ask that PPD permit rates increase 
with each successive permit per household, and that base rates are correlated to 
vehicle weight/size and therefore road damage and occupied street space.  
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