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Elvina Beck – President​
Daniel A. Perez – Vice President ​
Nye Love – Treasurer ​
Daniel Sokolosky – Secretary ​
Tamra Brown​
Sunshine Parenago​
Crystal Muma Rivers ​
Charles Taylor 

  
 

April 29, 2025 
 
Councilmember Katy Yaroslavsky  
Budget, Finance, and Innovation Committee Chair  
200 N. Spring Street, Room 395  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

 
Re: Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Mayor’s Proposed Budget (Council File 25-0600) 

 
 
Dear Councilmember Yaroslavsky, 
 
The Central Hollywood Neighborhood Council strongly urges the City of Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles City Council, and Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass to maintain the annual funding 
allocation for Neighborhood Councils, targeted for a 22% reduction on the Mayor’s proposed 
budget. This would change the annual allocation for each of the 99 Neighborhood Councils from 
$32,000 to $25,000.  
 
With our current $32,000 allocation, Neighborhood Councils must cover all operational expenses, 
outreach initiatives, and community projects, including Neighborhood Purposes Grants. Despite 
inflationary costs continuing to increase prices, Neighborhood Council budgets have actually 
decreased twice throughout the program's history.  The original Neighborhood Council budget was 
$50,000. In 2008, the budgets were cut to $40,000. In 2020, the budgets were cut to $32,000 in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2023, when department budgets were restored 
post-COVID, Neighborhood Council budgets remained at $32,000. Now we’re on the chopping 
block again.​
​
The Central Hollywood Neighborhood Council spends its funds fully and effectively to promote 
citizen engagement and make government more responsive to local needs, the mission of the 
Neighborhood Council system. Critics of the system and proponents of NC budget cuts have argued 
that not all Neighborhood Council spend their full budgets, but that ignores the fact that 
Neighborhood Council budgets can be rolled over to subsequent fiscal years. Neighborhood 
Council board members are also unpaid volunteers, usually with no professional financial 
background, and limited training by the City. We are the voices of our neighborhoods and 
respectfully request you not silence our voices by slashing our budgets. 

 

 



The following are a few select examples of activities and projects funded in part or in whole by the 
Central Hollywood in 2024-2025, types of activities and projects that will be at risk should the 
Neighborhood Council budgets be reduced: 

●​ In-n-Out truck for Hollywood first responders in appreciation for January wildfires response 
●​ Free tickets to attend the Hollywood Fringe Festival 
●​ New uniforms for volunteers at the American Cinematheque 
●​ Laundry vouchers for participants in the Hollywood Food Coalition’s drop-in services 
●​ New laptops for Police Activities League tutoring program 
●​ Hygiene kits for distribution to unhoused Hollywood residents 
●​ Inflatables at the Yucca and Hollywood Rec Center Spring Egg Hunts 
●​ Sober wellness kits for distribution in Hollywood 
●​ World Fair carnival sponsorship at Larchmont Charter School 
●​ Movie screening equipment for free summer movie series 
●​ Plaque commemorating mosaic at Vine Street Elementary School 

Neighborhood Councils do amazing, hyperlocal work to enhance Los Angeles. We do it for no pay. 
But we do it because we love our community. Please allow us to keep working in partnership with 
you in making Los Angeles the best city in America. 

Sincerely, 

​
 

Elvina Beck​
President, Central Hollywood Neighborhood Council 

 

Cc:​
Rebecca Rasmussen, Legislative Director, LA District 5 (rebecca.rasmussen@lacity.org) ​
Kate Pynoos, Deputy Chief of Staff, LA District 13 (kate.pynoos@lacity.org)​
Julia Macias, Legislative Aide, LA District 13 (julia.macias@lacity.org) ​
Matt Szabo, LA Chief Administrative Officer (matt.szabo@lacity.org) ​
​
 

Approved 
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28 April 2025  
Yea 6, Nay 0, Abstain 0, Recuse 0, Absent 2 

 


