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West Los Angeles Sawtelle N.C. 
1645 Corinth Ave. 

Los Angeles Calif. 90025 
(310) 235-2070 

 
 

Chair - Walton Chiu 
Walton@WestLASawtelle.org 

 
Website: 

www.WestLASawtelle.org 

 

WEST LA SAWTELLE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
WWW.WESTLASAWTELLE.ORG // ADRIANE RANSOM // ALEX CARYOTAKIS // ALEXANDRA POLIN  // DANILO TORRO // 
DAVID SWARTZ // JAMES ALTUNER // JAY HANDAL // KENT KAISAKI // MONICA MEJIA-LAMBERT // PIERRE TECON // 
RON BEN-YEHUDA // TASCHA FOLSOI // VIC PACHECO // VINCE PEAGLER III // WALTON CHIU //  

 
 

 
LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL 
 
Council File Number:   ​ ​ 25-0600 
 
City Planning Case Numbers: ​ N/A 
 
 
05.28.2025 
 
MOTION: On May 28, 2025, the West Los Angeles Sawtelle Neighborhood 
Council Board of Directors resolved to support if amended Council File: 
25-0600. 
 
TITLE: Budget Proposal Fiscal Year 2025-26 
 
The Board voted 9-0 to approve. 
 
SUMMARY: The West Los Angeles Sawtelle Neighborhood Council met on May 
28, 2025, and approved this Community Impact Statement in support of a budget 
increase for the 99 Neighborhood Councils and to address the proposed budget 
cuts. 
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Established in 1999  as part of the Los Angeles City Charter reform, Neighborhood 
Councils were created to promote civic engagement and give residents a stronger 
voice in City government. Neighborhood Councils are on the ground every day 
creating a bridge between the City of Los Angeles and local communities, playing 
an integral role in communicating and implementing the services the City provides. 
Neighborhood Councils work to ensure that funds and resources are distributed 
equitably amongst the City’s most vulnerable population. This includes: 

●​ Providing translation services so that residents can access City services and 
public meetings. 

●​ Providing Neighborhood Purpose Grants to local nonprofits on the front line 
of supporting our most vulnerable residents. 

●​ Creating or working with mutual aid networks that match volunteers with 
people in need for services. 

●​ Improving parks and recreation services, identifying fixes to streets and 
roadways, supporting the City’s transportation efforts, finding housing for 
homeless neighbors. 

●​ Support for the unhoused, and much, much more. 
 

Despite all this, Neighborhood Councils and the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment (“Department”) have received disproportionate budget cuts during 
the pandemic relative to other departments and have not realized the restoration of 
their pre-pandemic budgets. 

Therefore, we ask that you restore neighborhood council annual budgets to a 
minimum of $32,000 in the Office of the City Clerk’s budget. This is necessary as 
Neighborhood Councils pay individually for technology licenses to meet virtually, 
they often pay for physical meeting spaces since the return to in-person meetings, 
and they bear the cost for outreach for upcoming Neighborhood Council election 
activities. 

In addition to restoring individual Neighborhood Council budgets, we ask that you 
approve the budget request from the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 
to ensure the success of our Neighborhood Councils. The resources requested in 
their budget are those necessary to provide quality support services to the 
Neighborhood Councils. 
 
The Mayor’s proposed budget cuts will have a significant adverse effect on 
services to the Neighborhood Councils, as the positions identified in the proposal 
impact the field team, the immediate contact and support for each Neighborhood 
Council. This impedes the goals of the Neighborhood Councils, as the field staff 
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connects Neighborhood Councils to the City Clerk’s Office, City Planning, and 
other City partners. Their current capacity to deliver timely and comprehensive 
services is currently strained; a further reduction of staff would place an undue 
burden on the remaining field staff and negatively impact additional services the 
Department provides the Neighborhood Councils and City residents. 
 
We believe that these are reasonable and prudent requests that are necessary 
over the long-term as Neighborhood Council leaders are strategic partners 
dedicated to maximize the quality of life for residents throughout the City of Los 
Angeles. 
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Ex parte communications: None disclosed by any committee members. 

Disclosures and conflicts of interest: None disclosed by any committee 
members. 

To government agencies: Only the Chair and designated Board members 
may testify to public agencies on behalf of the West L.A. Sawtelle NC. The 
Board requests that the Council Office and private/non-profit entities do not 
testify or speculate on behalf of the NC. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ …. END OF DOCUMENT …. 
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