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EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS CENTRAL AREA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
8475 S. VERMONT AVENUE 2nd FL LOS ANGELES, CA 90044  |  Info@ECCentral.org 

COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

May 29, 2025 

To hon. members of  
LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL 

RE: Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Mayor’s Proposed Budget  
CITY COUNCIL FILE # 25-0600 

 Our organization writes this letter on behalf of our constituents, stakeholders, 
and neighbors, echoing their opposition unless amended to the Los Angeles City 
budget currently before your council.   

BOARD MEMBERS 

ALAMAZIE WARREN 
INGRID RIVERA-GUZMAN 

AREA 1 REPS 

DANIEL ADOMIAN 
HARRY FRISHBERG 

AREA 2 REPS 

SUE FAVOR 
GUSTYN COOK 

AREA 3 REP 

JAMAAL GULLEDGE 
JERRY COBB 

ELDRENA HANNAH 
AT-LARGE MEMBERS 

MANN SACHDEVA 
STAKEHOLDER ASSOC. REP

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

JANAY COPLON 
PRESIDENT 

DANTE L. CLARK 
VICE – PRESIDENT 

XIOMARA FERNANDEZ 
SECRETARY 

TERESA MCDONALD 
TREASURER



 Of particular significance to our members are the potential for cuts to Animal 
Services. We were heartened to see the proposed amendments to the budget that 
restored 60+ positions that were due to be cut and would maintain the current 
service levels across all six city-operated animal shelters. Our organization fully 
supports these amendments, as well as any additional resources that can be allocated 
to these over-worked and under-staffed members of our community. 

 We also voice our support for EmpowerLA and the The Department of 
Neighborhood Empowerment, who are facing drastic cuts. This includes a reduction 
in funding for all Neighborhood Councils from $32,000 to $25,000 per fiscal year. We 
also oppose the removal of Neighborhood Empowerment Advocates (NEAs), who are 
already stretched thin. The NEAs provide significant support and education to groups 
like ours throughout the city. As a launchpad for young and engaged citizens in Los 
Angeles, the NC program is vital to our city’s function and future. Further cuts to this 
department would send the clear and disheartening message that grassroots 
participation isn’t valued by the city or its current leadership. 

 We ask that you honorable members of city council vote to maintain the 
current funding levels for our Neighborhood Councils, and oppose any reduction of 
our NEAs. The (unpaid) work that our incredible organization does is crucial to the 
DNA of this city and any potential savings to our city’s bottom line should, 
respectfully, come from somewhere else. 

  This CIS was approved by a vote of our entire present and non-recused board 
members (8 in favor, 0 against), with no abstentions on May 29, 2025 during our 
Neighborhood Council’s designated meeting.  

cc:   
Marqueece Harris-Dawson  
President, Los Angeles City Council / Eighth District Representative 

  Janay Coplon 
President 

Empowerment Congress Central Area Neighborhood Council
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