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COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

 
 SUPPORT for Council File: #25-0642 

 
Title: Off-Street Parking / Requirement Elimination / New Developments / Change of Use / Cost-

Benefit (CC MEMBERS) 
 
Dear Members of the Los Angeles, City Council: 

The PICO Neighborhood Council (“NC”) supports the Council’s adoption of Resolution #25-0642 to 
direct the Department of City Planning, in consultation with the Department of Building & Safety to 
conduct a feasibility study and cost-benefit analysis of city-wide elimination of off-street parking 
requirements for new developments and changes of use. Indeed, PICO NC urges the city to go further 
in reducing the city’s dependence on personal vehicles in the most fair and equitable way possible 
especially to the city’s working class. 

Earth could exceed the key limit of increasing average temperatures more than 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial averages in as little as three years, according to more than 60 of the 
world’s leading climate scientists in the most up-to-date assessment of the status of global warning. 
(Poynting, Mark, “Three Years Left To Limit Warming to 1.5C, Leading Scientists Warn, BBC News, 
June 18, 2025, https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn4l927dj5zo). Impacts of that will include even 
more frequent extreme weather events, further damage to ecosystems, and increased risks to human (as 
well as non-human, animal) health and well-being. Specifically, the world will face more severe and 
prolonged heat waves, droughts, floods, and storms.  

In response to the extreme danger of climate change and the urgency of the issue, Los Angeles 
has committed to becoming carbon neutral by 2050 and to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 83% 
below 2015 levels by 2045. Personal vehicles and freight transportation, collectively, contribute 
roughly 40% of Los Angeles’s greenhouse gas emissions according to Streetsblog LA. (Linton, Joe, 
“Tailpipe Emissions Account for Around 40 Percent of L.A. County Greenhouse Gas Emissions”, 
StreetsBlog LA, November 8, 2022, https://la.streetsblog.org/2022/11/08/tailpipe-emissions-account-
for-around-40-percent-of-l-a-county-greenhouse-gas-emissions). That makes transportation one of the 
most significant factors in the city’s ability to adequately fight against climate change.  

In addition to the significant and negative climate impact that many personal vehicles have, 
personal vehicles are also incredibly costly to both their individual drivers/owners as well as to 
governments and businesses that must provide the infrastructure to support them. The PICO NC 
supports moving away from a reliance on personal vehicles for transportation to further climate goals, 
accessibility, equity, and to reduce economic burdens on individuals, the government, and small 
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businesses who are currently and have been for decades forced to bear those costs by the lack of easy, 
reliable, clean, and safe alternatives. 

Already, as the motion itself recounts, many Angelenos either do not have any personal vehicles 
at all, or at very most have one. Yet 14% of Los Angeles’s incorporated land is used for parking 
according to a report in the Journal of the American Planning Association. 
(https://www.transportationlca.org/losangelesparking/). The cost of each of those parking spaces makes 
the city even less affordable, less walkable, less welcoming, and more congested.  Indeed, as the 
Motion itself recounts, underground parking can cost as much as $50,000. And the impact of building 
our city for cars instead of people in terms of community building, aesthetics, and overall quality of life 
is evident in the simplest comparison of a Los Angeles street to a European one.  

For all the foregoing reasons, PICO NC strongly supports City Council Resolution #25-0642 in 
support of conducting a feasibility study and cost-benefit analysis of eliminating all off-street parking 
for new development and changes of use and indeed urges the city to go further in reducing the city’s 
dependence on personal vehicles in the most fair and equitable way possible especially to the city’s 
working class.   

 
PRESENTED BY: Sustainability, Transportation, & Mobility Committee 

SECONDED BY: Mimi Holt 
YES: 9, NO: 5, ABSTAIN: 0, RECUSAL: 0 

ON THIS DATE: September 10, 2025 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


