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Council File: 25-0642 
 
Title: Off-Street Parking / Requirement Elimination / New Developments / Change of Use / Cost-Benefit 
Analysis 
 
Position: For 
 
Summary: 
 

At a Brown Act Compliant meeting on October 8, 2025, the NoHo Neighborhood Council voted to 
support CF 25-0642 and call for an end to parking mandates in the City of Los Angeles. 

Study after study has shown that parking requirements drive up the cost of housing, goods, and 
services; are set through pseudoscientific processes; risk the lives of the users of our streets; hurt 
walkability; hamper good urban design; promote sprawl; depress transit use; and exacerbate climate 
change and emissions. These requirements mandate in many cases more square feet of parking than the 
actual residential or commercial use they are meant to serve. Parking takes up an incredible 200 square 
miles of Los Angeles County and can add upward of $50,000 to the cost of each new unit. In our housing 
crisis, reforms like this are much needed. 

Ending parking requirements allows for more flexibility in building, including housing near high 
quality transit, where fewer parking spots are needed, at a commensurate lower rent, as well as potential 
conversion of existing parking to housing. Parking mandates also impede the development of subsidized 
affordable housing, transitional and supportive housing, and other below-market-rate housing, which may 
only be financially feasible to build with less parking. 

To be clear, such a change would eliminate parking requirements, but not parking itself. Builders 
can still choose to construct off-street parking—and, according to studies of Los Angeles, they almost 
always do so, even when minimums are lowered. However, getting rid of parking requirements opens the 
option for greener, more affordable buildings. 

Hundreds of cities across the U.S. have removed their parking mandates, to great success. We 
wholeheartedly embrace the lifelong work of UCLA Professor Donald Shoup in calling for better urban 
planning and design without forced off-street parking. In his words: 

“It’s unfair to have cities where parking is free for cars and housing is expensive for people.” 


