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Council File: 25-0749 

 
Goat Utilization / Brush Clearance / High Fire Severity Zones 

 
Position: Support 

 
 

Reseda Neighborhood Council is strongly supportive of the request for a report back by LAFD to 
use goats to help manage the brush in High Fire Severity Zones.  We hope to see this idea 
implemented expeditiously after some of the worst fires in our City’s history.   
 
We are mindful that this idea has been proposed before in the 2022 budget cycle and inquiries 
were even made with the zoo to see if their herd could be utilized.  We would very much like to 
see this idea actually brought to fruition, and escape the report back graveyard, where new 
ideas often languish.   
 
We also believe that the city should explore if it is prudent for the city to maintain a permanent 
flock that engages in year-round fire management rather than contract out this task.  LAFD is 
under-resourced and undermanned.  Brush clearance by humans is extremely physically 
challenging and requires a full team to make a significant dent.  Goats can be an extremely 
cost-effective management technique for thick unmanaged brush.1 There is little that their 
stomachs cannot handle and they can also be useful for the management of invasive Flora 
species, such as black mustard2.  The black mustard creates a vicious cycle of fuel and 
regrowth that crowds out more fire resistant native species.3 
 
As the city is in an unmitigated fiscal crisis, we believe that the strategic use of goats could also 
be extremely fiscally responsible. Goats need very little infrastructure to effectively clear a brush 
covered hillside. They do not get heat stroke and can work in all manner of environments.  They 
simply need water, salt and protection from coyotes. Their waste acts as a natural fertilizer 
which improves the soil which can help native plants to thrive against invasive species. 
 
LA County Fire already maintains a list of goat herd vendors4, please make sure to consult with 
our partner agencies on best practices.5 

 
This community impact statement was passed in a meeting held in accordance with the Brown 
Act on August 18, 2025 with a vote of 13 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain, 0 ineligible, 0 recused. 

5 https://fire.lacounty.gov/goat-grazing/ 
4 https://fire.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Defensible-Space-Goat-Vendor-List.pdf 
3 https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-mustard-fire-santa-monica-mountains-20190425-story.html 
2 https://www.cal-ipc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2022-06-08_Nat_Geo_Goats_wildfire_So_Cal.pdf 
1 https://www.npr.org/2023/08/10/1192905277/goat-grazing-california-wildfire-prevention 
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